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Ralph  Badlcr — Harmion — Beview  in  "The  Edinbur^" — Memoirs  of 
Captain  Culetoa  and  Bobert  Caiey,  Earl  of  Uonmouth—Qneeahoo-Hall— 
/onatban  Swift— Breach  vith  Oonetable  anil  Co.  — EdiDbnrsh  Annual 
Keglater— John  Baliantyne  sad  Co.  in  181S,  and  tUamination  of  their 
AfEtini  bj  Hr.  Constable— ApplicaUou  to  the  Duke  of  Bnccleiich,  and  M) 
anent — Arrangement  with  London  Bankers— The  Qoarterlj  Review — 
Lotter;  Ticket— LetteiB  fhim  Heaais.  Jolm  and  Jamee  Baliantyne. 

SiK  Abthub  Helps,  in  his  Life  of  Las  Casas,  has  de- 
clared it  to  be  "a  fearful  consideratioii,  that  biographera 
and  the  people  they  vrite  about  may  some  day  be 
broii^t  into  each  othera'  presence."  Deeply  feeling,  as 
I  do,  the  force  of  this  snggestion,  it  cannot  fail  to  aid 
my  sense  of  duty  in  elaborating  this  most  important 
section  of  my  filial  task. 

Mr.  Lockhart's  Memoir  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  presents  a 
striking  biographic  instance  of  consummate  skill,  while 
bis  subject,  in  breadth  and  variety  of  literary  interest, 
transcends  all  others,  certainly  for  this  generation,  and 
perhaps  for  those  that  are  to  come ;  but  although  offerii^ 
a  model  of  excellence  hardly  to  be  equalled,  it  also  affords 
a  warning  beacon  to  humble  followers.  By  his  treatment 
of  many  of  the  subordinate  characters,  he  has'  declared  his 
adherence  to  the  axiom  of  Mark  Antony,  "  The  evil  that 
men  do  lives  after  them,"  while  willingly  accepting  the 

VOL  m.  i 
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cmel  secjneL  James  and  John  Ballantyue,  who,  the 
biographer  admita,^  would  "  have  shed  their  hearts'  blood 
in  hia  service,"  exe  described  as  recklessly  plundering 
their  patron,  and  ruining  the  man  they  loved;  while 
Archibald  Constable,  who  proved  himself  on  more  than 
one  occasion  the  faithful  &iend  of  all  the  three,  and  of 
whom  Mr,  Lockhart  declares,  "  Among  aU  his  myriad  of 
undertakings,  I  question  if  any  one  that  really  originated 
with  himself,  and  continued  to  be  superintended  by  his 
own  care,  ever  did  fail,"*  ia  elsewhere  described  bs  a 
deviser  of  "  mad  Bchemes,"  and  aa  remorselessly  drawing 
Sir  Walter  Scott  into  an  abyss  created  by  the  extrava- 
gant speculations  of  othera. 

In  the  narrative  I  am  about  to  present  to  my  readers, 
of  ihe  close  relations  that  subsisted  between  my  father 
and  the  man  we ,  all  delight  to  honour,  it  shall  be  my 

'  See  Lockhart's  Lifo  of  Scott,  vol.  iL  p.  198.  The  references  uo 
all  to  the  original  edition. 

*  "  Often  u  I  may  have  imilad  at  the  loftj  Berenity  of  hia  aelf-oon)- 
phwenee — I  confees  I  now  douht  whether  he  rated  hinuelf  too  highly 
u  4  maater  in  the  tme  eoience  of  the  bookseller.  .  .  ,  For  caiting  ■ 
keen  eye  over  the  remotett  mdicationa  of  popular  taate — for  aatidpat- 
ing  the  ckanoet  of  mocen  or  failnre  in  any  (pven  variely  of  adventDM 
— for  the  planmng  and  inT«ntion  of  his  calling — he  wae  not,  in  hia  own 
day  at  leaat,  aarpaaeed  ;  and  among  all  hia  myriad  of  nndertakingi,  I 
qneetbn  if  vaj  one  that  really  originated  with  himeelf,  and  continiied 
to  he  snperintended  by  hi«  own  c«re,  ever  did  faiL  He  wm  «■  b<dd  •• 
far-nghtad — and  his  di«poaition  was  u  liberil  aa  hia  viewi  were  wide. 
Had  he  and  Soott  from  the  beginning  tmited  as  thoroughly  as  they 
nndentood  eaoh  other )  had  there  been  no  third  parties  to  step  in, 
Bkttering  an  overweening  Tsnity  on  the  one  hand  into  preanmption, 
and  on  the  other  aide  spurring  t^e  enterprise  that  wanted  nothing  bnt 
ft  bridle,  I  have  no  donbt  their  joint  career  might  have  been  one  of 
-unbroken  prosperity." — See  life,  vol  il.  p.  IM. 
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eaioest  endeavour  to  do  equal  joBtice ;  and  if  in  aught  I 
may  extenuate,  I  promise  that  nothing  shall  be  set  down 
in  malice.  The  repieaentatives  of  Mr.  James  Sellantyne  ^ 
have  vindicated  his  character,  and  proved  the  tmtb  of 
Sir  Walter's  manly  admission  after  tiie  crisis  of  1826, 
when  he  said,  "  BaUantjrne'a  difScolties,  as  well  as  his 
advantages,  are  owit^  to  me."*  For  myself,  I  see  no 
reason  to  donbt  that  James  BaUant^ne  might  have  earned 
hia  reputation  as  the  Scottish  Baskerville,  and  that 
Archibald  Constable  woald  have  stood  in  the  &ont  rank 
of  hie  profession,  even  had  they  not  been  privileged  to  be 
connected  with  their  illustrious  countryman. 

I  possess  no  certain  indication  either  of  the  date  oi 
manner  of  my  father's  introdnction  to  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
My  earliest  evidence  of  their  correefpondence  is  a  short 
note  from  the  latter  in  the  year  1800 ;  bat  I  think  it 
probable  that  Mr.  Heber  or  John  Leaden  may  have  been 
the  means  of  making  them  acquainted.  Arrangements 
for  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  the  Minstrelsy 
(£  the  Scottish  Border  had  been  already  concluded  with 
Messrs.  Cadell  and  Davies.  It  consisted  of  two  hand- 
some volnmea,  and  appeared  in  January  1802;  a  second 
edition  was  called  for  before  the  close  of  that  year.  The 
Minstrelsy  was  the  first  of  Scott'.s  works  which  bore  my 
father's  name  upon  the  title-page ;  he  was  admitted  to  a 
share  in  the  copyright  by  Messrs.  Longman  and  Bees, 
by  whom,  in  the  suiamer  of  1802,  it  was  acquired  for 

'  See  two  pMupUeta  oilled  lorth  by  Mr.  Lockhart'E  remArka  in  tlw 
Life  of  Scott^  uid  4  pnbUcatioii  entitled  The  BftUsutyne  Hmnbog 
Handled,  wbicb  wm  meMit  to  be  a  cnubing  reply  to  tbe  earlier 
broehnre.  *  See  Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  217. 
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£500,  mcludiug  a  third  volume,  which  appeared  under  the 
same  auspices  in  the  spring  of  1803. 

It  had  been  originally  Mr,  Scotf  a  intention  to  include 
'  The  Metrical  Bomance  of  Sir  Tiistiem '  in  the  Minattelsy 
of  the  Scottish  Border,  but  he  ultimately  decided,  in  spite 
of  the  urgent  advice  of  Mr.  Ellis,  that  it  should  appeal 
separately ;  and,  retaining  the  copyright  in  his  own  hands, 
he  committed  the  publication  of  Uie  work  to  my  father, 
who  issued  the  £rat  edition,  limited  to  150  copies,  in  May 
1804 ;  a  second  edition,  of  750  copies,  appeared  in  1806 ; 
and  a  third,  of  1000  copies,  in  1811.  It  was  in  connexion 
with  the  printing  of  this  work  that  James  Ballantyne 
and  my  father  were  first  brought  into  coriespondence, 
and  from  the  date  of  the  earliest  communication  between 
them — May  31, 1801 — Sir  Tristrem  would  appear  to  have 
been  at  least  three  years  in  progress  before  completion. 

Mr.  Lockhart  has  represented  the  feelings  mutually 
entertained  by  these  two  men  as  the  reverse  of  cordial ; 
but  although  their  interest  certainly  did  not  always  lie  in 
the  same  direction,  I  have  found  few  evidences  of  unMend- 
liness,  while  in  some  of  the  passages  which  I  shall  take 
occasion  to  quote  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Ballautyne, 
decided  ocmttadiction  will  be  afforded  to  the  view  that 
Mr.  Lockhart  has  given.  Such  confidence  had  the  printer 
in  my  father's  liberality  and  good-will,  that  in  1802  I 
find  him  applying  fbr  advice  as  to  the  charge  he  ought  to 
make  to  Cadell  and  Davies  for  printing  the  earlier  volumes 
of  the  Minstrelsy,  and  also  for  a  inece  of  work  he  had 
just  completed  for  my  father  himself  He  says,  "  I  annex 
a  note  of  the  expense  of  printing,  which  I  hope  you  will 
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approve.  If  it  ia  too  much, — as  yet  I  walk  almost  in  the 
dark, — cut  oS  aa  much  as  will  make  it  right.*  .  .  .  I  aih 
going  to  London,  in  the  hope  of  getting  some  emploTment 
&om  the  hooksellers.  Might  I  request  you  to  give  me  a 
few  letters  of  introduction  to  some  of  them  f  I  am  not 
greatly  acciistomed  to  solicitation,  and  I  should  wish  the 
asperities  of  the  road  to  employment  smoothed  down  as 
much  as  possibla  Any  one  who  has  youi  good  report 
has  a  good  chance  to  succeed." 

My  fattier  appears  from  the  first  to  have  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  success  of  Mr.  Ballantyne,  and  even  before 
he  left  Kelsp  had  intrusted  several  publications  to  his 
care.  It  may  have  been  that  this  was  done  chiefly  to 
please  Mr,  Scott^  but  admirable  tyjrography  might  of  itself 
have  amply  justified  the  patronage ;  and  when  the  printing- 
ofBce  was  removed  to  Edinburgh  about  the  end  of  1603, 
increased  facility  of  intercourse  led  to  improved  acquaint- 
ance and  largely  extended  business  connexion. 

The  I^y  of  tiie  Last  Minstrel,  the  plan  of  which  grew 
out  of  a  Romance  of  Border  Chivalry,  which  Mr.  Lockhart 
tells  us  had  been  designed  to  form  part  of  the  third  volume 
of  the  Minatrelsy,  was  published  in  the  first  week  of 
January  1805,  "and  its  success,"  adds  the  bic^rapher,  "at 
once  decided  that  literature  should  form  the  main  business 
of  Scott's  lifa" 

This  first  edition  of  the  Lay  was  an  undertaking  of 
Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.,  in  which  Constable  and  Co. 
'  What  woald  >  publisher  at  tbe  pi«Miit  day  reply  to  the  following ! 
"  The  priotiiig  of  Sir  Tristrem  will  be  finiihed  abont  the  end  of  June : 
if  yon  approve,  it  ou^t  to  lie  two  montlia  before  it  ia  bot-preased ; 
and  it  conld  be  poblialied  about  the  begianitij;  oE  October  "  I 
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were  admitted  to  a  fourth  share,  profits  being  equally 
divided  with  ihe  author.  On  a  secoud  edition  being 
requiied,  Messrs.  LoDgman  offered  £600  for  the  copyright 
of  the  work,  which  was  accepted,  and  tbey  afterwards,  Mr. 
JxKskhart  tells  us,  added  £100,  "in  their  own  unsolicited 
kindness."  In  1835  the  poem  had  reached  a  fourteenth 
edition,  and  upwards  of  33,000  copies  had  been  circulated. 

The  next  work  in  which  my  father  was  interested  along 
with  Mr.  Scott  was  Original  Memoirs,  written  during  the 
Great  Civil  War ;  being  the  Life  of  Sir  Henry  Slingsby, 
and  Memoirs  of  Captain  Hodgson,  with  Notes,  etc.^ 

It  was  on  January  30th,  1807,  the  same  day  on  which 

>  Tfait  w«tl  WM  pablished  in  the  Mitnum  of  1806,  knd  the  umoimce- 
DMiit  of  the  volume  o*Ued  forth  »  letter  from  the  repreaentative  de- 
■oendaDt  of  Sir  Heni;,  to  which  mjr  father  eent  the  following  reply ; — 
"  EslNBDIiGH,  2d  October  1SQ6. 

"  SiK  Thohaj), — We  h&ve  the  honour  of  Acknowled^Dg  receipt  of 
yonr  letter  of  29th  nib,  and  of  sending  for  your  inapeotioD  and  oocept- 
Mice  »  copy  of  the  work  to  which  yoa  allude,  oontaiaing  the  Hemoin 
of  Sir  Henry  Slingaby.  The  biatory  of  the  pnblioatioa  ia  ihortly  thia : 
^e  late  Mr.  Kitaon,  of  Oray'a  Inn,  when  at  Edinbargh,  in  aatomn 
ISOl,  put  into  oar  haudi  the  mb.  from  which  the  life  of  Sir  Henry  and 
Uemoirt  of  CAptain  Hodgaon  hkve  been  printed ;  and  the  publication 
waa  announced  in  our  Scota  Uagaxine  ao  far  back  aa  May  1802.  Mr. 
Ritaon  died  early  in  the  year  1803,  and  before  the  work  went  to  praaa. 
It  being  our  wish  to  bring  the  work  forward  in  aa  reapeotable  a  mannw 
aa  poatible,  we  applied  to  an  enuneut  literary  gentleman,  a  friend  of 
oort,  to  anperintend  the  pnblicatioa.  Tbia  was  undertaken  more  than 
twelve  moatha  ago,  bat  owing  to  preai  of  other  matteie  the  printer 
oonld  not  overtake  the  completion  of  it  till  about  a  week  ago.  The 
gentlaman  who  did  ua  tliia  favour  aup^lod  the  aeveuteen  introductory 
pagea,  the  content!  of  which,  with  every  other  page  relating  to  your 
soceator,  will,  we  hope,  meet  yonr  approbation.  Thia  gentleman  ia  at 
preaent  in  the  country,  and  haa  no  pecuniary  intereat  in  the  publication ; 
DOT  indeed  cam  we  bo  said  to  have  much  ouradvee,  having  printed  only 
about  SOO  copiea,  and  that  number  more  with  a  view  to  preaerve  hia- 
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they  concluded  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Scott  for  the  Life, 
Letters,  and  State  Papers  of  Sir  Balph  Sadler/  that 
Archibald  Constable  and  Ca  offered  for  Marmlon,  very 
shortly  after  it  had  been  begiin,  a  som  which  startled  the 
literary:  world,  and  wsa  accepted,  Mr.  Lockhait  tells  as, 
"  without  hesitation  "  by  the  author. 

"  D£AB  SiE, — We  have  much  pleaanre'in  accepting  your 
new  poem,  Flodden  Field,  and  not  less  in  agreeing  to  pay 
for  the  same  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Guineas. 

"  We  propose  offering  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr,  Murray  of 
London  one-half  of  the  concern  between  them ;  the  other 
we  intend  to  reserve  for  ourselves,  and  we  trust  it  will 

torical  doonmentt  than  from  any  profit  to  b«  derived  from  the  sale  of 
anch  limited  pablic&tiona. 

"We  do  not  know  Hhe  soiirce  from  which  Mr.  Bitaon  obtMoed  the 
m.,  and  wb  ihall  be  bnly  eonoomed  i^  on  penual  of  the  voluue,  yo\x 
ahonld  find  it  ocmtain  a  smgle  sentence  derogatory  to  the  charMiter  of 
f  onr  attceator,  m  to  give  yon  the  amalleat  offence. 

"  We  have  not  yet  droolated  vx  copiM  of  t^e  book,  uid  ihall  order 
the  publication  to  bo  itopped  till  we  hear  from  yoa  again  ;  in  the 
meantime,  your  letter  ahall  be  transmitted  to  our  friend  in  the 
eonnby,  who,  we  hare  no  doubly  will  be  ready  to  oommnnicata  with 
yon  on  the  snbject. — We  have  the  hononr  to  be,  Sir  Ttumiaa,  your 
moat  obedient  biunble  aarvanta,  A.  Cohbtablb  mo  Go. 

"  Sir  Thoa.  Slingaby,  Bart.,  Soriven  Paric" 

>  Published  in  1800,  in  3  toIs.  4to,  and  the  term^on  which  it  was 
nndertaken  by  Mr.  Soott  are  contained  in  the  followiog  extract  frotd 
the  letter  of  agreement : — "  We  are  to  pay  yon  one  hundred  guineu  for 
amuigii^  the  p^era  for  the  press,  writing  an  aooonnt  of  the  life  of  Sir 
Balpb,  and  snoh  Notea  and  lUustratioiu  as  yon  may  think  necessary. 
We  are  also  to  fumish  yon  with  the  varions  colleotionB  of  State  Fapera 
and  Hiatwiea  of  the  period  to  which  the  book  relates;  the  books  so 
faraiabed  to  remain  your  property ;  and  further,  io  the  event  of  the 
pablic*ti<Hi  coming  to  a  second  ediUon,  yon  an  to  be  entitled  to  fifty 
gnineaa  additionaL" 
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TBiaain  for  ever  in  the  hands  of  Edinbargli  booksellers, 
for  the  honour  and  glory  of  Scotland.  Payment  of  the 
copy-money  shEill  be  made  to  suit  your  convenience  and 
wiahee. — We  remain,  etc,  A.  Constable  ahd  Co." 

The  offer  of  one  fourth  share  of  this  copyright  was 
gratefnlly  accepted,  both  by  Mr.  Miller  of  Albemarle 
Street  and  Mr,  Murray,  the  latter  of  whom  wrote  as 
follows  to  my  father  :— 

"  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  kind  remembrance  of  me  in 
yonr  liberal  purchase.  You  have  rendered  Mr.  Miller  no 
less  happy  by  yonr  admission  of  him,  and  we  both  view 
it  as  honourable,  profitable,  and  glorious  to  be  concerned 
in  the  publication  of  a  new  poem  by  Walter  Scott." 

In  February  ISOS  Marmion  made  its  appearance,  and 
was  hailed  with  almost  unanimous  approbation.' 

'  The  foUowing  account  of  it*  oommerdal  biitoiy,  so  fu"  at  lewt  u 
oircnlation  ii  ooncemed,  u  quoted  from  Mr.  Lockhort't  Life  of  the 
«nthor,  and  atty  be  preanmed  to  be  correct,  though  I  regret  that  an 
opportnuit^r  b**  Dot  been  »Sbrded  me  of  verifying  aach  matten  by 
reference  to  the  book*  of  my  father*!  firm  : — "  Manuion  via  firat 
printed  in  k  aplendid  qaarto,  price  one  guinea  and  a  half.  The  2000 
copies  of  thi*  edition  were  all  disposed  of  in  leaa  than  a  mouth,  trhen 
a  second,  of  3000  oopm,  in  Sto,  wm  sent  to  press.  There  folloired  a 
third  aada' fourth  edition,  e»ch  of  3000,  in  1809 ;  a  fifth,  of  2000,  early 
in  1810;  and  t^  sixth,  of  3000,  in  two  volnmei,  crown  8vo,  with 
twelve  designs  by  Singleton,  before  the  end  of  that  year;  a  seventh, 
of  4000,  and  an  eighth,  of  SOOO  oopies  Svo,  in  1811  ;  a  niDth,  of  3000, 
in  ISlSj  a  tenth,  of  600,  in  1820;  an  eleventh  of  500,  and  a  twelfth, 
ot  2000  oopiei,  in  foolw»p,  both  in  182JS.  The  legitimate  sale  in  this 
oonntry,  therefore,  down  to  the  time  of  its  being  included  in  the  first 
collective  edition  of  hia  Poetical  Works,  amounted  to  31,000 ;  and  the 
aggregate  of  that  sale  down  to  the  period  at  which  I  am  writing  (May 
1836),  may  be  sUted  at  60,000  copies."— ,3ee  Life,  volilp.  158. 
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The  notice  of  the  poem  in  the  Edinburgh  Review/ 
although  giving  high  and  cordial  praiee  to  some  passages, 
was  so  nnapaiii^  in  condemnation  of  others,  and  of  the 
conception  and  general  structoie,  that  it  gave  deep  offence 
to  Mr.  Scott,  while  it  most  have  been  at  once  disappointing 
and  diataatefiil  to  my  fother — publisher  both  of  the  poem 
and  of  the  critiqne.  It  vas  certainly  calculated  to  in- 
crease and  develop  Scott's  hostility  to  the  political  prin  - 
ciples  advocated  l^  Mr.  JefiVey,  who  was  himself  the 
acknowledged  author  of  the  article  in  question,  and  who 
touched  the  poet  at  a  very  tender  point  when  he  accused 
him  of  "  Delect  of  Scottish  feelings  and  Scottish  char- 
act«r.''  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  establishment  of  the 
London  Quarterly  Beview  was  helped  forward  by  this 
paper  in  the  Edinburgh,  as  much  at  least  as  the  alleged 
incivility  of  Mr.  Hunter  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
publkhing  house  of  John  Ballantyne  and  Company.  Scott 
saya,  "  Constable,  or  rather  that  Bear  his  partner,  has  be- 
haved to  me  of  late  not  very  civilly,  and  I  owe  Jeffrey  a 
flap  with  a  fox-tail  on  account  of  his  review  on  Marmion ; 
and  thuB  doth  the  whirligig  of  Time  bring  about  my 


In  the  year  1 808,  besides  Marmion,  my  father  pubhshed 
the  Autobiographic  Memoirs  of  Captain  Qeorge  Carleton, 
and  Memoirs  of  Bobert  Carey,  Earl  of  Monmouth,  in 
separate  6vo  volumes,  each  having  a  Preface  and  Notes 
by  Mr.  Scott,  whose  name  also  appeared  on  the  title-p^e 
of  Strutt's  unfinished  romance  of  Queenhoo-Hall,  which 

*  No.  uiii,  April  1608. 

*  Sm  Life,  voL  iL  p.  218  ;  Nov.  17,  180S. 


byGoogle 


10  SIR  WALTEB  8C0TT. 

vas  edited  by  Scott  and  published  by  John  Murray.  It 
was  also  in  this  year  that  my  father  concluded  an 
amiDgement  with  Mr.  Scott  for  the  Life  and  Works  of 
Jonathan  Swift,  and  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us  Uiat  he 
offered  ilSOO  for  the  labour  involved  in  the  undertak- 
ing. His  account  of  the  origin  of  this  enterprise  is  as 
follows : — 

"Soott'i  eng»gementa  with  London  pnblidien  reepectiiig  the  Somen 
Kod  the  Sadler,  were,  1  believe,  entered  into  before  the  end  of  1807 ;  bnt 
Comt&ble  appears  to  h^ve  fint  wcertained  them,  when  he  accompanied 
the  Kcand  cargo  of  Marmion  to  the  great  aouthem  market ;  and, 
alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  loaing  hii  hold  on  Scott's  industry,  he  at 
once  invited  him  to  follow  np  his  Drjden  by  an  edition  of  Swift  on 
the  some  scale, — offeriog,  moreover,  to  doable  the  rata  ot  payment 
which  he  had  contracted  for  with  the  London  pntJisher  of  the  Dryden ; 
that  ii  to  lay,  to  give  him  £1600  For  the  new  nndertakiag.  Thia 
monificent  tender  was  aooepted  withont  heaitation ;  and  aa  eariy  aa 
May  1S08,  I  find  Scott  writing  to  hia  literary  allies  in  all  directioas 
for  books,  pamphleta,  and  ita.  material*  lilcely  to  be  servioeable  in 
oompletJDg  and  illustrating  the  Life  and  Works  of  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's."  * 

Mr.  Lockhart  is  doubtless  correct  in  attributii^  this 
proposal  to  my  father  ;  although  from  the  following  letter 
to  Messrs.  Oonstable  and  Co.  it  might  have  been  made  by 
Mr.  Scott  :— 

"  'SXimvvBoB,  Zbth  Jvlji  1808. 

"Gemtlemeh, — Being  about  to  compile  and  edite  r 
complete  edition  of  Swift's  Works,  in  nineteen  or  twenty 
volumes  Svo,  with  a  Life  of  the  Author,  and  Notes  critical 
and  illustrative  of  bis  writings,  upon  the  same  plan  with 
my  late  edition  of  Dryden,  I  hereby  offer  you  the  said 
work,  in  property,  so  far  as  the  same  may  belong  to  me 
>  B*«  Life,  vol  iL  p.  170. 
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by  atfttnte  or  commoii  law,  for  the  sum  of  £1600  sterling 
— £600  of  which  to  be  payable  daiing  the  currency  of 
the  work,  as  I  may  require,  and  the  remaining  £1000  to 
be  settled  by  bills  at  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months' 
date,  in  equal  sums,  to  be  dated  and  granted  on  the  day 
of  publication. 

"  And  in  case  of  my  death  before  the  completing  of  this 
work,  I  ^tee,  in  that  case,  that  it  ehall  be  referred  to 
Francis  Jeffrey,  £sq.,  what  proportion,  or  whether  any 
part,  of  the  said  copy-money  shall  be  payable  to  my 
representatives,  to  be  judged  according  to  the  progress  of 
the  work  and  the  equity  of  the  case ;  and  the  work,  Bo 
far  as  depends  upon  me,  shall  be  ready  for  publication 
abont  Christmas  1810.-^-1  am,  Gtentlemen,  your  very 
obedient  Servant,  (Signed)         Walter  Scott."  ^ 

So  numerous  and  onerous,  however,  were  Mr.  Scott's 
engagements,  that  the  publication  was  only  effected  in 

*  Hub  letter  wm  acoomptuiMd  by  the  followiiig  proapectoa  in  the 
handwritbig  ot  Ur.  Soott :— "  Svift'a  Works,  adited  by  Wkltor  Scott, 
Esq.,  witli  a  life  of  the  Author,  Notei  CHtical  and  Illiutrative,  etc 
etc.  The  preaent  edition  of  Swift's  Works  oontaina  apwarda  of  an 
hundred  original  Lett«n,  Ebbbtb,  and  Poema,  by  Bean  Swift,  recovered 
either  frcon  nuuiaacript  c<^ea  or  mre  pamphlet*  and  loose  ahaeta, 
none  of  which  have  hitherto  been  printed  with  hia  works.  In  par- 
ticnlM,  the  lettera  between  the  De«n  and  Miaa  Vanbomrigh,  ao  long 
anpprewed,  or  pnbliahed  only  in  a  mntilated  atat«,  are  now  pietented 
to  tiie  poblia  in  a  more  perfect  atate,  aad  famiih  «ome  light  on  that 
myaterians  part  of  Swift'a  private  history.  Many  of  the  Dean'a  com- 
poaitiona  already  published  have  been  alao  corrected  and  enlarged,  by 
comparing  them  with  the  original  copiet.  The  Life  hai  been  compiled 
from  the  aqwrate  narrativea  of  former  bioginphen  collated  witli  origiual 
docnmeuta,  and  aome  critical  observationt  and  historical  notea  acooDt- 
paay  the  vuioui  productioua  of  thia  incomparable  English  cLumc" 
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1814,  before  whicli  date  a  memorable  breach  between 
the  distinguished  author  and  bis  publishers  had  occurred 
aiid  been  repaired,  reconciliation  having  been  broi^ht 
about  by  means  which  mnat  have  tended  to  increase  his 
confidence  in  my  father's  commercial  wisdom,  and  also  in 
his  goodwill 

It  was  at  Whitaonday  180!(  that  Mr.  Scott  entered  on 
the  partnership  with  James  Ballaatyne,  which  Mr.  Lock- 
hart  admits  a  suspicion  that  he  already  had  in  view  when 
he  advised  the  removal  of  his  friend  to  Edinbni^h.  The 
success  of  this  new  firm  was  brilliant  and  immediate  ;  for 
its  typc^raphy  was  excellent,  and  the  patronage  secured 
by  the  influence  of  the  great  nnknown  and  also  unsleeping 
partner  was  extensive  and  conunioiding.  "  He  had,  long 
before  this,  cast  a  shrewd  and  penetrating  eye  over  the 
field  of  literary  enterprise,  and  developed  in  his  own 
mind  the  outlines  of  many  extensive  plans,  which  wanted 
nothing  "but  the  command  of  a  sufficient  body  of  able 
subalterns  to  be  carried  into  execution  with  splendid 
success."  ^  In  this  sentence  I  believe  we  have  a  key  to 
the  train  of  events  which  issued  in  the  establishment  of 
the  publishing  house  of  John  Ballautyne  and  Co. 

It  was  not  unnatural  that  Scott  should  feel  annoyed 
at  the  unsparing  notice  of  Marmion  in  the  Edinburgh 
Review,  but  in  regard  to  this  he  and  bis  publisher  vere 
companions  in  misfortune,  and  fellow-feeling  tends  pro- 
verbially to  kindness,  not  to  disunion.  Mr.  Hunter  is 
said  to  have  been  rude,  but  what  was  the  actual  head  and 

>  See  Life,  toL  ii.  p.  42. 
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front  of  hia  oflending  I  have  been  unable  to  discover ; 
what  were  the  "certain  impertinences  vhich,  in  the 
vehemence  of  their  Wh^ery  "  Mi.  Scott  says  "  Messrs. 
Constable  and  Co.  have  dared  to  indulge  in  towards  me," 
I  do  not  know ;  nor  shall  I  stop  here  to  inquire  into  the 
alleged  tyranny  of  my  father  over  Heniy  Weber,  -whose 
"  incompetence  "  and  "  presumption  "  are  recorded  by  Mr. 
Lockhart,  and  abundantly  attested  by  the  works  which 
he  presumed  to  edit  and  to  annotate. 

The  vehement  Whiggery  of  Constable  and  Co.  had  only 
lately  become  obnoxiooa  to  Mr.  Scott  In  Mr.  Hunter's 
journal  kept  during  a  visit  to  London  in  the  spring  of 
1807,  there  is  the  following  entry : — "  Aprii  18.  Went  to 
breakfast  at  Murray's  as  usual,  and  returned  home  very 
soon  afterwards  to  meet  with  Walter  Scott,  who  had 
intimated  a  visit  to  us,'  and  came  accordingly.  We  had 
a  deal  of  very  Mendly  and  agreeable  conversation  with 
him,  both  about  the  Seview  and  other  matteis.  He 
surprised  us  by  telling  us  he  had  been  defraidiug  us,  and 
%hting  our  battle  valiantly  in  the  hi^er,  or  rather 
ministerial  circles.  I  believe  he  alluded  to  our  being 
attacked  as  violent  oppositionists,  and  our  shop  as  a  great 
depot  for  the  whole  party.  I  afterwards  went  along  with 
him  to  call  for  Mr.  Brougham." 

Mr.  Scott  was  bent  on  becoming  a  publisher,  and  in 

the  Messrs.  Ballan^e  be  believed  be  had  found  the 

coadjutors  who  were  needed  to  insure  success.     Able  meiL 

tbey  both  were,  but  neitiiBi  of  them  had  been  educated 

'  Hr.  Con*Ubl«  had  joined  Hr.  Houter  in  London  ftt  tbit  time. 
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in  that  most  delicate  of  crafts ;  and  reverence  for  their 
friend  and  patron  may  often  have  restrained  them  from 
strongly  objecting  to  enterprises  recommended  by  him, 
even  when  these  were  such  as  they  conld  not  approve. 
That  Scott  was  principally  reaponsihle  for  the  quality  of 
the  undertakings  of  the  firm  Uiere  cannot  be  a  doubt ; 
and  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us  that  when  "  the  pubUshit^  finn 
was  aa  yet  little  more  than  a  twelvemonth  old,  James 
began  to  apprehend  that  some  of  their  mightiest  under- 
takings would  wholly  disappoint  Scott's  prognostica- 
tions." ' 

The  condition  of  the  firm  in  1813,  within  four  years 
after  its  establishment^  is  fairly  stated  by  Mr.  Lockhart ' 
in  the  following  p 


"  I  liave  alraady,  pM-hapa,  Bud  enongh  to  account  for  the  geoeral 
wftDt  of  BQCGeM  in  thu  pabliibing  adreDtitre ;  bnt  Mr.  Junes 
BftUaatjme  mmi  up  Um  cmm  *o  briefly  in  lus  dekth-bed  paper,  that  I 
may  here  quote  hii  wonU.  '  Mj  brother,'  he  eayi,  '  though  SB 
ftetive  and  puBhing,  waa  not  a  cautiona  bookseller,  and  the  itrgfi  anma 
received  never  formed  an  addition  to  hii  atock.  In  fact,  they  were 
tH  expended  by  the  partaien,  who,  being  then  young  and  aangnine 
men,  not  anwilliugly  adopted  my  brother's  hasty  reealt*.  By  May 
1SI8,  in  a  word,  the  abaalute  throwing  away  of  onr  own  mo«t 
valuable  pablioations,  and  the  raih  adoption  of  same  injudicioas 
apeoulationa  ol  Mr.  8cot^  had  introduced  such  loaaes  and  embanvaa- 
menta,  that  after  a  very  careful  consideration,  Mr.  Scott  determined 
to  disMdve  the  concern.'  He  adds — '  This  became  a  matter  of  leea 
diffioalty,  beoaiue  tiau  had  in  «  great  measure  worn  aivay  the 
differences  between  Mr.  Soott  and  Mr.  Conitable,  and  Mr.  Hunter  wm 
now  oat  of  Constable'*  conoem.  A.  peace,  therefore,  was  speedily 
made  np,  and  the  old  habits  of  interconrte  were  reatored.' 

"  How  relaotantly  Scott  had  made  np  hia  mind  to  open  auch  a 


■  See  Life,  vol.  u.  p.  331.  '  See  Life,  vol.  iiL  p.  66-68. 
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.negotiatioD  witb  ConsUble  u  inTolved  a  complete  e:qioaare  of  the 
Aiiimui&gemeiit  of  John  BoUuitjDe'a  boiitieM  m  &  publisher,  will  ap- 
pear from  » letter  dated  about  the  Qirutmaa  of  1812,  in  which  he'u;> 
to  Jamsa,  who  had  propoied  asking  Constable  to  take  a  ebare  both  in 
Rokebjr  and  in  the  Annaal  Begieter,  '  Yon  most  be  aware,  that  in 
■tating  the  objeotiona  which  occnr  to  me  to  taking  in  Conrtable>  I 
think  the;  ought  to  give  way  either  to  abaolnte  neoeeeit;  or  to  rerj 
■trong  groonda  of  advantage.  But  I  am  peranaded  Dothiog  ultimately 
good  can  be  expected  from  acy  connexion  with  that  hooae,  nnleaa  for 
those  who  have  a  mind  to  be  heweia  of  wood  and  dmwen  of  water. 
We  will  talk  the  matter  oudly  over,  and  in  the  meanwhile,  periiapa, 
yon  oonld  aee  W.  Erskine,  and  learn  what  imprewion  thia  odd  onion 
ia  like  to  make  among  your  frienda.  Erskine  is  sonnd-headed,  and 
quite  to  be  trusted  with  your  vhtiie  ttorg.  I  miwt  own  I  can  hardly 
think  the  pnrohase  of  ths  Kegister  is  equal  to  the  lo«a  of  credit  and 
character  which  your  surrender  will  be  oonoeived  to  infer.'  At  the 
time  when  he  wrote  thns,  Scott  no  donbt  anticipated  that  Rokeby 
would  have  suooess  not  less  delusive  than  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  ;  but 
in  this  expectation — thou^  10,000  copies  in  three  months  would 
have  seemed  to  any  other  author  a  triumphant  sale — he  had  been  dis- 
appointed. And  meanwhile  the  difflcultdea  of  the  firm,  accumu- 
lating from  week  to  week,  had  reached,  by  the  middle  of  May,  a  point 
which  rendsred  it  absolutely  neceasary  for  him  to  conquer  all  his 


Mr.  Cadell  says,  in  his  Memoranda — 

"  Prior  to  this  time  the  reputation  of  John  Ballantyne  and  Co. 
had  been  deddedly  on  the  decline.  It  waa  uotorioni  in  the  trade 
tiiat  their  general  speculations  had  been  nnsnoeeasf nl ;  they  were 
known  to  be  grievoasly  in  want  of  money.  These  romonis  were 
reiHzed  to  the  foil  by  an  appUcation  which  Messrs.  B.  made  to  Mr. 
-Constable  in  May  1813,  for  pecuniary  ud,  accompanied  by  an  offer  ot 
Bomeof  the  books  they  had  published  since  1809,  as  a  purchaae,  along 
with  various  shares  in  Mr.  Scott's  own  poems.  Their  difficulties  were 
admitted,  and  the  negotiation  waa  pressed  urgently ;  so  much  n6, 
that  a  pledge  waa  given,  that  if  the  terma  asked  were  acceded  to^ 
John  Ballantyne  and  Co.  would  endeavour  to  wind  up  their  concern^ 
and  ceaae  as  soon  as  possible  to  be  publisher*." ' 


'  See  Life,  voL  iiL  p.  67. 
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With  refereDce  to  the  application  here  alluded  to,  my 
father  wrote  as  follows  from  Pitcaithly,  on  June  17  : — 

"  I  have  been  deliberating  on  the  Bubject  of  Mr.  Scott's 
proposals,  and  have  no  sort  of  wish  to  be  rapid  in  being 
either  off  at  on.  I  most  write  to  him,  however,  in  a  day 
or  two,  and  shall  enclose  the  letter  for  your  perusal  and 
approbation. 

"  We  have  very  heavy  eng^ements,  but  I  trust  no  bad 
speculations  in  hand;  allof  them  by  prudence, perseverance, 
and  industry  will  be  got  the  better  of.  I  feel  the  less 
alarmed  at  their  amount — thoi^h  certainly  with  some 
regret — when  I  reflect  that  at  least  one-thiid  of  it  is  for 
profits  of  past  years.  Times  are  changed,  no  doubt,  but 
OUT  trade  is  not  worse,  nor  is  our  management  less  pi'alse- 
worthy." 

The  letter  to  Mr.  Scott  had  not  been  quite  satisfactory, 
and  on  the  21st  June  my  &ther  wrote  again  to  his  part- 
ner in  the  fallowing  terms : — "  I  have  to  mentdon  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Scott  which  rather  perplexes 
m&  It  is  a  long  one  of  three  pages,  which  I  must  read 
oftener  than  once  before  sending  it  to  you.  You  may 
expect  the  original  to-morrow ;  in  the  meantime,  I  may 
state  that  my  letter  of  yesterday  will  do  no  hann,  and  is 
no  bar  in  the  way  to  a  suitable  reply  to  the  present.  He 
makes  two  distinct  propositions,  and  adds  that  in  the 
event  of  neither  being  accepted,  he  most  apply  to  Long- 
man and  Co.  and  Murray." 

Mr.  Lockhart  contiuuea  : — 
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''  The  nwct  important  of  the  nqueata  whioh  the  labonring  home 
mule  to  CoDitable  woa,  that  he  ihould  forthwith  take  entiralj  to 
himaeU  the  stock,  oopyright,  and  fatare  managemeat  of  the  Edinburgh 
Annnal  Beguter.  Upon  eiamimng  the  state  of  thia  book,  however. 
Constable  found  that  the  Ion  on  it  had  nerer  been  Im*  than  £1000 
per  annom,  and  he  therefore  declined  tiut  matter  for  the  preeenL 
He  promieed,  howerer,  to  oonaider  lerioQaly  the  meaoa  he  might  have 
of  oltimBtely  relieving  them  from  the  preaanre  of  Uie  Begiater,  and 
in  the  meantime  offered  to  take  300  eett  of  the  «to«k  on  hand.  The 
other  pnTchasea  he  finally  made  on  the  18th  of  May,  were  conaiderable 
portiona  of  Weber's  nnhappy  Beaumont  and  Fletcher — of  an  edition 
of  Da  Foe's  novels  in  twelve  vulnmea — of  a  oolleotion  entitled  Tale* 
of  the  East,  in  three  large  volamea  Svo,  danble-colamned — and  of 
another  in  one  volume,  oalled  Popular  Tale* — abnat  800  copies  of  the 
TiBon  of  Drai  Boderiek — and  a  fourth  of  the  remaining  copyright  of 
Bokeby,  price  £700.  Hie  immediate  acoommodation  thna  received 
amounted  to  £2000." 

Mr.  Cadell  says  ;— 

"  Then  and  after  purchases  of  books  from  the  stock  of  J.  BaBan- 
tyne  and  Co.  were  resold  to  the  trade  by  Constable's  firm  st  leu  than 
one-half  and   one-third   of  the    prioes   at    which    they   were  thna 


It  was  not  Qimataial  that  Mr.  Scott  should  fed  some 
avkwaidnesa  in  tbos  soliciting  the  good  ofiBcee  of  my 
father,  especially  with  reference  to  the  Edinbnigh  Annual 
S^|ifiter,  the  plan  of  which,  as  is  proved  by  Mr.  Hunter's 
letter  to  my  fitthei'  of  March  26th,  1807,  had  been  origi- 
nally propounded  as  a  project  to  be  nndertaken  by  Con- 
stable and  Go.  A£Eura  had  now,  however,  assumed  so 
aeiioua  an  aspect  that  it  was  necessary  to  sacrifice  dignity 
at  the  shrine  of  necessity,  and  to  restore  the  scafTolding 
which  my  father  is  represented  as  having  prematurely 
ventured  to  kick  down.' 

t  See  Life,  note  at  p.  59,  vol  iii. 

■  ^ee  ante,  voL  L  p.  110.  ■  See  Life,  vol.  iL  p.  216. 
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Strenaous  efforts  were  now  made  to  reduce  atock  and 
liabilities,  and  Mr.  Lockhart  admits'  that 

"  Wh»teTeT  mooen  theM  enduvcnm  met  with,  ^ipeua  to  li*r« 
been  dne  either  directly  or  uidi[ectl]r  to  Mr.  Conctable,  who  did  • 
greit  deal  more  thMti  pradenee  would  have  wiwnuited,  in  taking  on 
himwlf  the  reanlta  of  nDh&ppj  adventnrea, — uid,  bj  hii  ■mgmcioiu 
kdvice,  enabled  the  dirtwwied  pBrtnare  to  procure  aimilBr  enatanoe 
at  the  hands  of  othen,  who  did  not  partake  hia  own  fedinga  of 
personal  kindneM  and  lympathy.  '  I  regret  to  learn,'  Seott  write*  to 
him  on  the  I6th  October, 'that  there  iigreat  danger  of  jrouFexeriioDS 
in  onr  favour,  which  once  promited  to  faii^f,  proving  finally  abortiTe, 
or  at  leaat  being  too  tardy  in  their  operation  to  work  ont  our  relief. 
If  anything  mcse  can  be  bimonrably  and  properly  done  to  avoid  a 
moat  nopleaiant  abock,  I  ahall  be  moat  willing  to  do  it ;  if  not — 
Ood'a  wiU  be  done  1  There  will  be  enongh  of  property,  iaolnding  my 
private  fortune,  to  pay  every  claim ;  and  I  have  not  naed  prosperity 
ao  ill  aa  greatly  to  fear  advenhf.  Bnt  theae  things  we  will  talk  over 
at  meeting ;  meanwhile  believe  me,  with  a  dncere  aenae  of  yonr  kiad- 
neu  and  friendly  riewa,  veiy  tmly  yonra,  W.S.' " 

Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us  that  within  a  month  after  the 
arrangement  concluded  with  Constable  on  the  18th  of 
May,  Mr.  Scott  waa  pressed  icx  money  to  complete  the 
purchase  of  an  addition  to  his  estate,  and  had  offered  the 
publisher,  for  £5000,  the  copyright  of  an  unwritten  poem.*  - 

In  the  month  of  August,  by  desire  of  Mr.  Scott,  Messrs. 
BsUantyne  laid  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  their  Com- 
pany before  my  &tiher ;  and  I  shall  here  quote  some  let- 
ters which  disclose  the  extent  to  which  his  services  appear 
to  have  been  effectual  in  relieving  them  from  their  em- 
barrassments. The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Scott  is  in 
reply  to  one  received,  of  which  I  have  no  copy  : — 

"  AsBonroBD,  23d  Augtut  1813. 

"  Beab  Sir, — I  suspect  James  Ballantyne  has  alanned 

'  See  Life,  vol  iiL  p.  90.  ■  Ibid.  voL  iiL  p.  63. 
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yoa  somewhat  more  than  was  neceseaiy  with  the  late 
conuQuoioation  which  he  inad&  The  truth  is,  mj  own 
sffiuis  are  in  very  good  order,  and  I  have  do  doubt  of 
retrieving  those  of  John  Ballant^e  and  Co.,  with  man- 
agement  But  I  wrote  to  John  in  great  wrath  at  a  Ute 
blunder  of  his,  and  should  have  prepared  myself,  had  I  met 
the  creditors  of  the  hoose,  to  put  matters  in  a  good  train 
of  settlement  The  fact  is,  tiiat,  with  my  own  resources,  a 
temporary  credit  of  from  £2000  to  £1000  would  amply 
suffice  to  put  these  matters  out  of  all  danger.  Even  the 
smaller  Bum,  if  it  could  be  raised  this  or  next  month, 
would  very  well  answer,  because  I  have  every  reason  to 
expect  considerable  remittances  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December.  I  wish  you  would  look  into 
the  state  of  the  affairs  and  satisfy  yourself  about  tiiem, 
and  James  will  show  yon  a  long  letter  I  wrote  to  him 
this  morning  on  the  subject. 

"  If  yon  conld  oblige  us  with  procuring  the  temporary 
assistance  wanted,  you  should  fix  the  price  of  the  next 
poem  yourselC  I  would  be  obliged,  however,  to  reserve 
a  half  for  Longman  and  Murray,  betwixt  them.  I  mean 
to  go  to  press  in  Kovember,  when  I  idionld  expect  Eiccept- 
aoces  for  £2000,  leaving  the  balance  to  be  accepted  for 
when  the  work  was  finished.  If  this  can  be  done,  I 
should  want  no  further  accommodation  than  a  credit  for 
£2000,  betwixt  Sept^nber  and  November; — if  the  sale 
could  not  be  so  adjusted,  £4000  would  be  necessary.  I 
am  not  so  low  in  purse  as  I  suffer  John  Ballantyne  to 
suppose,  having  always  kept  about  £100  or  £500  by  me 
for  a  pinch,  and  my  very  considerable  income  is  paid 
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qnarterly.  If  I  speak  to  any  of  my  wealthy  frieudfi,  I 
must  explain  the  whole  bnsineae.  I  should  staitle  them 
to  a  certainty,  and  probably  blow  up  the  whole  business. 
Sut  if  you  can  set  your  shoulder  to  mine,  to  the  extent  of 
£2000,  advanced  in  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
at  six  months'  date,  we  could  deposit  with  you  the  copy- 
rights on  security,  and  also  the  copyright  of  the  new  poem. 
If  your  London  bauket  would  accept  our  joint  security 
.  for  such  a  sum  as  £2000  or  £3000,  this  would  do  still 
better.  I  rather  undervalue  my  property  of  various  kinds, 
exclusive  of  these  copyrights  and  stock,  when  I  reckon 
my  house,  farm,  freehold,  money  lent,  and  library,  at 
£10,000,  so  you  would  be  pretty  snug  with  all  the  stock 
and  copyrights  to  boot ;  and  my  own  interest  with  the 
banks  being  good,  I  could  easily  get  cash  for  yonr  accept- 
ances, while  I  should  think  the  idea  of  your  being  to  get 
another  poem  would  account  for  these  being  in  my  hands 
without  prejudice  to  your  own  credit.  How  far,  however, 
your  situation  wiU  permit  you  to  embroil  yourself  in  other 
people's  matters  is  a  very  different  question,  and,  be 
assured,  I  should  be  the  last  person  to  press  you  so  to  do, 
though  I  am  fully  cooscioua  that  the  temporary  iocon- 
veoience  is  the  only  evil  that  can  befall  you.  As  for  the 
sum  of  £{iOOO  or  £6000, 1  have  not  the  least  occasion  for 
more  than  two-thirds  of  it  at  the  very  utmost,  and  one- 
third  will  fully  supply  my  wants.  I  shall  always  have 
the  deepest  sense  of  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  this 
troublesome  affair,  and  am  very  truly  yours, 

"  Waitee  Scott." 
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To  this  letter  1117  father  replied  as  followa ; — 

"  EDntBDROH,  24ih  4vg»*t  1613. 

"  Beak  Sib, — I  waa  this  momiog  fovoured  Trith  your 
letter  of  yeateiday,  and  Heasra.  Ballantyne  have  just  now 
left  me,  ^ler  a  long  interview  on  the  subject  of  tbeir  affairs. 
I  have  not  yet  seen  statements,  bat  Mr.  John  Ballantjme 
has  promiBed  to  lay  them  before  me  withont  delay,  when 
I  shall  be  truly  happy  to  find  reason  to  alter  the  opinion 
which  Mi.  James  Ballantyne  transmitted  to  you  on  Sun- 
day, On  the  subject  of  this  house  coming  under  accept- 
ance at  present,  I  am  obliged  explicitly  to  assure  you  that 
onr  doing  so  might  be  attended  with  the  most  injurious 
consequences  to  our  own  credit  Regarding  your  private 
fortune,  influence,  and  resources,  believe  me  I  have  no 
doubt ;  but  you  are  not  in  the  midst  of  the  mercantile 
world,  and  cannot  therefore  be  so  fully  aware  of  the  pre- 
sent, and  I  may  add  inoreasii^  diEBcultiea  in  money- 
n^tiations,  as  1  am,  or  I  am  convinced  you  would  feel 
completely  aware  of  the  necessity  of  a  great  exertion  being 
very  speedily  made  to  secure  a  large  sum  of  mopey 
independent  of  your  present  and  oidioaiy  business  re- 
sources ;  and  I  f^ain  repeat  my  opinion,  that  your  con- 
nexion with  and  interest  in  the  business  of  Ballantyne 
and  Ca  makes  tiaa  a  measure  of  absolute  necessity.  A 
partial  sum  of  £1000  this  month,  a  similar  siun  next,  and 
so  on,  would  keep  you  in  constant  trouble.  They  might 
be  managed  through  the  banks  here  for  a  time ;  but  allow 
me  to  impress  upon  you  that  the  risks  are  greater  than 
you  may  at  present  estimate,  and  I  need  not  add,  the  con- 
sequences which  might  follow  an  interruption  to  tiiem. 
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Cbauges  of  an  unlooked-for  nature  have  taken  place  in 
the  anangementB  of  this  house  ;^  but,  thank  God,  its 
credit  haa  stood  firm,  and  every  day  I  live  increases  the 
necessity  and  my  anxiety  tor  its  preservation.  If  these 
and  many  other  considerations,  with  which  I  need  not 
trouble  you  at  present,  put  it  in  my  power  to  embark  my 
credit  in  raising  the  sums  you  mention,  it  would  afford 
me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  do  so,  but  I  am  sure  you 
would  not  expect  me  to  endanger  my  own  safety.  I  am 
sincere  when  I  asBure  you  that  I  will  serve  yon  in  every- 
thing within  my  power,  but  the  only  effectual  means 
which  occurs  to  me  for  your  immediate  relief,  is  the  sup- 
port of  one  or  two  of  your  wealthy  friends,  in  guaranteeing 
B  London  account,  which  I  think  I  could,  with  almost 
certain  success,  recommend  to  our  own  bankers  :  on  com- 
mercial paper  I  am  convinced  it  would  not  be  practicable 
at  this  time.  Any  stoppage  in  the  house  of  BaUantyne 
and  Co.  would  be  calamitous  in  many  points  of  view,  and 
this  I  am  sure  you  have  many  friends  to  assist  in  prevent- 
ing. I  have  only  time  to  assure  you  again  how  truly 
I  am  your  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

"  Abchibald  Cokstable." 

Mr.  Scott  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  ABBoraroKD,  2ith  Aagatt  1813. 

"  My  dear  Snt, — It  is  odd,  that  yesterday,  while  con- 

*  My  Ekther  here  refer*  to  the  aeoenioii  and  derth  of  his  paitaer 
Hr,  AJeiftndBT  Qibeoii  Hunter,  and  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Bobert  CMb- 
cut,  who  h&d  taken  Mr.  Hanter'*  place  in  the  firm  of  A.  Ooiist«bl» 
and  Co. 
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aideriug  the  plan  which  yoa  suggested,  it  never  occoired 
to  me  that  I  have  one  friend  of  the  most  nndouhted  re- 
eponsibilitj,  who,  I  think  and  believe,  from  the  habits 
npon  which  we  have  long  lived,  will  guarantee  my  credit 
to  a  London  banker  for  a  twelvemonth  to  the  extent  of 
£4000,  and  farther  credit,  considering  what  I  have  in 
Scotland,  would  be  mmecesBaty.  I  have  written  to  him 
to-day,  and  shall  have  an  answer  by  Tuesday,  and  I  ao 
confidently  anticipate  its  being  favourable  that  I  think 
yoa  may  propose  the  matter  to  your  friendly  banker  in 
London  without  very  great  chance  of  the  plan  proving 
abortive  by  the  non-accession  of  the  Duke  of  Bucoleuch, 
whom  I  would  propose  as  my  guarantee.  Of  course,  the 
more  simple  the  security  could  be  made,  the  less  trouble 
would  it  give  his  Grace,  and  if  a  simple  letter  of  guarantee 
would  be  admitted,  so  much  the  better.  The  time  presses, 
and  John,  from  an  odd  and  habitual  relnctance  to  say  the 
worst,  is  apt  not  to  intimate  his  wants  till  the  last  pinch, 
which  has,  in  one  or  two  coses,  given  me  great  displeasure ; 
but  quarrelling  would  avail  nothing  at  present,  so  that  the 
sooner  tiie  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made  ao  much 
the  better.  I  really  have  little  doubt  of  the  Duke's 
acquiescence.  I  have  acted  as  godlather  to  his  last  child, 
and  been  considered  in  all  respects  as  an  intimate  and 
^ued  connexion  of  the  family,  and  he  has  the  true  spirit 
of  a  Border  chief, 

'  To  be  a  kedge  sbont  liia  friendi, 
A  hwikk  to  hia  fo«a.' 

"  I  trust  to  have  his  answer  by  Tuesday ;  meanwhile 
yon  can  ascertain  the  disposition  of  your  banker.    This,  if 
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the  Dnke  accedes,  vill  do  much  better  than  any  idea  of 
implicating  you,  and  will  leave  time  to  think  of  a  new 
poem  at  leisure,  and  at  a  more  fortunate  junctuxa  If 
you  write  to  London  on  receipt  of  this  you  may  have  an 
anBwet  by  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  before  which  time  you 
will  be  in  possession  of  the  Duke's  answer  to  my  proposal 
I  hare  not  gone  further  into  particulars  than  mentioning 
my  wish  to  have  a  credit  to  the  above  extent,  to  enable 
me  to  prevent  my  copyrights  from  being  hastily  disposed 
of,  and  to  avoid  the  consequent  loss.  It  is  unnecessary, 
I  presume,  to  be  particular  to  the  banker  about  these 
matters. 

"When  this  affair  is  in  a  prospect  of  arrangement, 
which  I  trust  will  be  next  week,  I  have  to  request,  as  a 
particular  favour,  that  you  will  spare  me  a  day  here  with 
the  Ballanfynes,  that  I  may  explain  these  matters  more 
fully,  which  I  am  desirous  should  be  in  their  presence. 
I  would  come  to  town  for  this  purpose,  hut  it  would 
interrupt  Swift ;  besideB,  I  wish  you  to  see  this  place, 
and  am  vBiy  desirous  to  thank  you  under  my  own  roof 
for  the  deep  interest  you  have  taken  in  these  unfortunate 
aBaiis. 

"  If  your  London  Shylock  wants  a  pound  of  flesh,  it 
will  &11  to  James  Ballantyne's  lot  to  find  it,  for  my  pro- 
posed noble  surety  never  had  an  ounce,  and  John  Ballan* 
tyne  as  little,  and  I  have  dwindled  sadly  under  these 
trivets  and  frights.  I  think  you  will  be  pleased  with  what 
I  have  done,  and  am  very  sincerely  yours,     W.  Soott." 

The  reply  of  the  Duke  of  Bucclench  to  Mr.  Scott'a 
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application  was  immediate  and  affirmative ;'  and  so  con- 
fidently had  my  &ther  also  anticipated  this  result,  that  on 
the  2fith  Augast  he  wrote  as  follows,  to  Mr.  Scott  and  to 
Messis.  Brooks,  Son,  and  Dixon,  benkeis  in  London : — 

"  Edimbuboh,  2Si&  Jugutl  1B13. 

"  Deu  Sib, — I  have  youis  of  yesterday,  and  feel  much 
pleased  at  its  contents.  I  have  written  to  Messrs.  Brooks, 
Son,  and  Dixon  by  this  post,  and  have  no  doubt  of  a 
favourable  result  I  should  think  a  simple  letter  of 
guarantee  from  the  Duke  enough,  but  these  moneyed 
people  generally  require  a  legal  form;  if  so,  they  will 
state  what  that  is  in  their  reply. 

"  I  am  quite  glad  that  you  have  adopted  my  suggestion, 
as  the  matter  can  be  so  respectably  and  quietly  managed. 
I  will  come  and  see  you  any  time  you  like,  but  it  is  in  no 
shape  necessary  to  go  back  on  things  of  old ;  however, 
anything  within  my  power  to  assist  in  putting  matters  , 
to  rights  may  be  depended  oa — I  am,  etc., 

"  Archibald  Constable." 

" EDiHBirBOa,  iBthAngtut  1813. 
"GeNTLEUEN, — Our  friend  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  whose  fame 
must  be  known  to  you,  will  have  occasion  to  make  con- 
siderable payments  in  London  during  the  next  twelve 
months,  and  is  desirous  of  opening  an  account  on  a  prin- 
ciple similar  to  that  which  we  have  with  your  house,  on  a 
sufficient  guarantee.  The  credit  he  might  require  is  four 
thousand  pounds,  never  putting  you  in  advance,  but  re- 
1  See  life,  toL  iU.  p.  79. 
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mitting  to  pay  his  dralts.  Mr.  Scotfa  Beourity  would  be 
hiB  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bucdeach  and  Queenebeny,  which, 
we  need  not  add,  is  the  first  that  could  be  offered  in  this 
coimtry.  We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending 
your  houBe  to  Mr.  Scott,  and  we  write  at  his  request  to 
ascertain  whether  snch  would  be  f^reeable  to  you.  Mr. 
Scott  poseeases  a  good  estate,  with  a  clear  income  besides 
of  upwards  of  £2000  per  annum,  and  will  conduct  his 
transactions  on  the  strictest  principles  of  business.  We 
need  not  add  that  we  should  consider  the  account  as  in 
every  way  respectable  and  safe. 

"In  the  event  of  this  matter  meeting  your  approbation, 
and  should  yon  have  no  man  of  business  here,  we  should 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  our  particular  friend  Mr. 
James  Gibson  as  a  proper  person.  Mr.  Gibson  is  agent  in 
Edinburgh  for  the  Bank  of  Ei^land,  and  a  man  of  the 
first  professional  respectability. — We  are,  etc., 

"  A.  Constable  ahd  Co." 


Messrs.  Bbooes,  Soh,  and  Dixon  to  Me&srs.  Constable 
AND  Co. . 

"Ceakosst  Lahb,  i8thAagiut\9lX 
"  Gentlebkn, — ^We  are  lavoured  with  yours  of  the  SBth 
insL,  and  feel  ourselves  obliged  by  your  friendly  recom- 
mendation. We  shall  have  no  objection  to  open  an  aoct 
with  your  friend  Mr,  Scott  upon  the  same  terms  on  which 
we  transact  business  for  you,  provided  he  possesses  us  with 
bills,  or  nesrly  so,  to  cover  our  acceptance,  so  that  the 
guarantee  you  mendon  shaU  be  considered  only  as  a  ool- 
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lateral  security.  Id  abort,  ve  vish  it  to  be  underatood 
that  we  should  not  like  to  accept  for  any  pereon  to  the 
extent  yoa  mention  without  having  somethii^  in  our 
possession  which  would  be  convertible  into  money  in  a 
reasonable  time. 

"  In  the  present  instance  we  b^  leave  to  say  that  we 
have  the  fullest  confidence  in  what  you  have  stated  re- 
specting Mr.  Scott's  responsibility,  and  if  the  nature  of  his 
dealings  here  will  occasion  his  having  bills  to  lodge  with 
OS,  though  at  a  longer  date  than  may  be  izomediately  con- 
vertible (as  in  your  own  ooucema),  we  shall  have  great 
pleasure  in  commencing  a  correspondence  with  him. 

"  In  your  next  you  will  perhaps  throw  a  little  further 
light  upon  the  subject,  and  if  the  guarantee  proposed  is 
taken,  we  should  be  glad  to  leave  it  to  you  to  employ 
your  own  professional  friend  to  carry  it  into  effect. — We 
are,  etc.,  Bkooks,  Son,  and  Dkon." 

Mr.  Constable  to  Mb.  Scott. 

"  Edikburgb,  2^th  Augtut  1813. 

"  Mr,  John  Ballantyne  brought  me  an  extended  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  both  concerns  yesterday,  which  I 
have  gone  over  with  considerable  attention ;  but  after 
all  I  cannot  be  certain  that  the  abstract  which  I  shall 
now  give  you  is  so  satia&ctory  as  I  could  wish.  As 
to  the  printing  bouse  and  materials  I  could  only  guess 
at  them,  but  of  the  value  of  the  books  and  copyrighto  I 
should  believe  I  have  formed  a  pretty  near  estimate  as 
follows : — 
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Stock  of  Booba,  Copyrighta  cm  Iiaad,  etc.,  £18,314, 

nuLjrprodnoe               £3,644  0  0 

SeUi  due  to  the  Concern,  £3046,  ma;  produce  1,500  0  0 

Debt  dae  by  the  Printiiig-office,         .         .         .  6,640  0  0 

£1C,740    0     0 

Debti  dne  to   the   Boohielluig  concern,  betides  rtoch  uid   your 

■dvmnces,  mppear  to  be  ■■  followa — 
Accepted  Billi  due  from  1st  S«pt.  to  April  next,  £10,760     0     0 

BftQkCredito 1,000    0     0 

Open  Aocoimts, 976     0     0 

£12,726     0    0 
iVii«(ini|i  Gineem.  , 

Both  Ftintmg-hoiue*,  £2460 — nuit«n»li  niut  1i«t« 
cost  a  large  mm,  at  a  gnea*  lay  worth  at  the 
prercut  time  £16G0 ;  togetluT  .  £4,000    0     0 

Debts  due  to  thia  bunneas,  £1307,  chiefly  for  work 

in  progreai,  eay  may  prodnoe      .         .         ,         1,000     0     0    j 

£6,000     0     0    . 
Agunet  which,  beaidee  partnera'  stock  acconntB, 
thia  bneiiiesa  ia  dne — 
To  the  Bookselling  concern,       .        £6,640     0     0 
Bank  Credita,  .  1,800     0    0 

Ur.  Scotland,  Bond,  ,         .  420     0     0 

Snndry  Acconnts,  .         .  320     0    0 

£8,185     0     0 

I  have  now  to  state  the  amount  to  be  nude 

good  by  aboolnte  engagementi — 
Accepted    Klls    (theee   all   payable   witUn  six 

mouths) £10,760    0    0 

Open  Aooonnta, 976     0     0 

Bank  Aocts.,  Printing-office l.SOO    0    0 

Ditto,  Bookselling  concern  (theee  accounts  may 

be  kept  open  occadonally,  mattets  being 

qnietly  managed),             ....  1,000     0     0 

Sundry  Aoctt.  due  by  Printing-offlce,  320    0     0 

Bond  to  Mr.  Scotland, 426    0    0 

£16,271    0    0 
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Now,  this  IB  certunly  a  lai^  sum  of  mooey,  but  it  spears 
to  me  that  hj  good  management  the  following  may  he  brought 
in  the  course  of  time  to  meet  it : — 

Books  Kid  CopTrighta,  Mcording  to  the  estiuiatioii 

I  have  been  able  to  make  of  them,  .  £8,600  0  0 

Debts  due  to  the  Bookselling  ooncem,  calcniated 

to  produce 1,SOO  0  0 

Printiiig-hoiueB,  etc, 4,000  0  0 

DebtsdiMtoPrintiiigcoiiceniicalcnlstedtoprodace  1,000  0  0 


But  near  as  these  funds  may  come  to  cover  the  engage- 
ments, I  have  no  sort  of  idea  that  they  can  be  realized  in 
anything  like  time  for  the  acceptances.  The  Book- 
property  can  only  be  disposed  of  Ir^  a  sale  to  the  trade, 
or  other  regular  means;  it  consists  of  heavy  articles, 
which  will  require  both  skill  and  man^ement  to  make 
them  produce  my  valnation  perhaps  after  alL  When  and 
how  this  most  desirable  end  should  be  brought  about 
mnst  be  the  subject  of  after  deliberation. 

"  I  have  every  reason  to  expect  a  favourable  reply  to 
my  London  letter,  which  will  help  much ;  but  still,  some 
farther  and  almost  immediate  supplies  will  be  necessary.  I 
wish,  my  deac  Sir,  I  could  have  sent  you  a  less  vexatious 
view  of  these  matters,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  rather  be 
pleased  to  know  their  extent,  and  that  in  valuing  the 
property  I  have  estimated  everything  at  what  I  really 
think  it  will  produce,  leaving  out  of  view  every  con- 
sideration of  original  cost. 

"  As  soon  as  I  hear  from  London  perhaps  you  may  wish 
to  see  me  in  the  country.    I  b^  you  will  just  say  what 
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will  be  agreeable  to  yon  in  this  lespect,  and  my  time 
shall  be  yours. — Being  alwaye  with  respect  most  faitbMly 
years.  A,  C." 

Mr.  Scott  to  Mr.  Comstablk 

"  Abbotsford,  Mklrosb,  2StK  Av^put  1813. 
"  My  dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  fiieudly 
communicatioa,  which  is  not  very  diffetent  from  what  I 
appreheuded  would  prove  the  practical  view  of  theee 
affairs.  But  I  think  the  copyrights  and  debts  may  both 
turn  out  better  than  your  state  holds  out.  We  will,  how- 
ever, abide  by  your  valuation  as  our  rule  of  conduct  for 
the  present,  which  will  prevent  disappointments.  I  do 
not  anticipate  any  great  difficulty  in  clearing  all  quietly 
and  creditably  if  the  Duke  comes  forward,  and  yonr 
bankera  are,  as  they  say,  ^reeable.  Our  immediately 
applicable  funds  will  then  stand  tb\is : — 

1  farniah,  montli  of  Sept.,  .     £760     0    0 

Oct  and  Nov 800    0    0 

Bee,  from  £900  to  £1000 — say 


-£2300    0    0 


Bills  preanmed  to  be  dUconntable  in 

the  above  period,  .  £1000     0     0 

Csah-crodit,  lay       .         .         .         .     3500     0    t^ 


"  With  this  provision  we  can  go  on  very  well  till  the 
New  Year,  for  every  payment  is  clearing  the  credit  of  the 
Company,  and  if  no  sales  can  be  made,  which  I  apprehend 
will  prove  the  case,  a  few  hundreds  might  bo  raised  at 
the  banks  until  spring — the  difference  between  the  pro- 
vision and  demands  cannot,  I  think,  exceed  from  £600  to 
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£1000,  which  will  be  then  all  that  we  need  in  the  Edin- 
burgh money-market  After  the  New  Year  about  £4000 
iB  due,  to  which  may  be  added  £1000,  which  I  shall  need, 
to  be  repaid  between  Dec.  and  May.  Against  this  sum 
of  £6000  we  have  debts  and  receipts  of  printing-house, 
and  I  think  I  can  promise  to  replace  £1000  at  Whity.,  by 
which  period  we  will  be  clear  of  all  acceptances  and  open 
Bccompte  if  we  have  anything  like  John's  usual  success 
in  collecting  debts — at  any  rate,  the  floating  balance  can- 
not well  exceed  £2000.  In  this  case  ample  time  will  be 
afforded  to  diapose  of  the  stock  and  copyrights  at  the 
most  favon^ble  period.  For,  when  the  pressure  is  over, 
we  can  lie  on  our  oais  very  quietly  for  a  time.  I  can 
say  with  some  comfort  that  if  your  state  is  realized,  the 
lose  will  be  severe,  but  not  by  any  means  intolerable,  and 
I  win  certainly  eodeaTonr  to  maintain  the  printing-house, 
which  is  a  profitaUe  concern,  until  some  other  partner 
diall  cast  up  for  James,  which  would  save  probably  a 
thousand  or  two.  It  produces  about  £1800  a  year,  which 
is  not  to  be  rashly  parted  with. 

"  I  am  very  anxions  about  my  answer  from  the  Duk& 
If  it  be  as  I  expect,  his  shoulders  are  broad  enough  to 
hear  me  through  a  deeper  stream.  The  vexation  to  me 
in  this  business  has  been  John's  sanguine  temper,  who 
perpetually  fixed  some  point  when  he  hoped  to  get  on 
well,  and  as  r^ularly  disappointed  me — something  like 
the  spoiled  children  in  Princes  Street,  whose  maids  have 
to  carry  them  twenty  or  thirty  yards  in  hopes  they  will 
tlieD  be  able  to  walk,  when  behold,  whenever  they  are 
Bet  down,  the  ricke^  brats  roar  louder  than  ever,  and  will 
not  bndge  a  step. 
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"  I  will  be  most  happy  to  eee  you  when  you  have  your 
answer  fiom  the  bankeis,  which  will,  I  presume,  he  on 
Thursday  or  Friday.  But  I  will  write  the  instant  I  have 
the  Duke's  reply. — Yours  truly,  W.  ScoTT." 

At  this  stage  in  our  narrative  Messrs.  Longman  and 
Co,  were  onoe  more  in  the  ascendant  as  my  Other's 
London  coadjutors.  So  early  as  October  1808  we  are  told 
that  an  "  aUiance,  offensive  and  defensive,"  had  been 
formed  with  Mr.  Murray,^  who  had  for  some  time  pre- 
viously been  acting  energetically  in  concert  with  A.  Con- 
stable and  Co.,  to  their  mutual  advantaga  Mr.  Scott's 
dissatisfaction  with  that  firm,  and  more  especially  with 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  Edinburgh  Beview,  had 
not  been  unnoticed  by  the  London  publisher,  and,  as  Mr. 
Lockhart  says,  it  was  not  wonderfnl  that  a  young  book- 
seller, conscious  of  ample  enei^^ies,  should  have  watched 
with  eagerness  the  circumstances  which  seemed  not  un- 
likely to  place  within  his  own  reach  a  more  intimate 
connexion  with  the  first  great  living  author  in  whose 
works  he  had  ever  had  any  direct  concern.  The  terms 
of  intimacy  on  which  Mr.  Murray  had  been  until  lately 
with  my  father's  firm,  incline  me  to  substitute  "  interest " 
for  "eagerness"  as  the  feeling  with  which  he  may  have  legi- 
timatdy  r^arded  the  aspect  at  this  time  of  the  relations 
of  Constable  and  Co.  with  Mr.  Scott,  He  had  taken  no 
part  in  the  events  that  led  to  it,  and  it  wbb  not  unnatural 
that  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  thereby 
afforded  of  a  more  direct  connexion  with  so  distinguished 

>  See  Life,  toL  iL  p.  247. 
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an  author;  bat  this  tinexpected  revolution  of  the  wheel  of 
Fortune  lends  a  key  for  the  explanation  of  a  misunder- 
standing that  arose  between  Archibald  Constable  and 
Company  and  their  friend  in  Albemarle  Street  It  was 
dnring  a  visit  which  Murray  paid  to  Scott  at  Aahestiel 
in  October  1808  that  the  establishment  of  the  London 
Quarterly  was  determined  on,  and  Mr.  Murray's  valuable 
aid  bespoken  in  carrying  out  the  plan  of  starting  a  pab- 
lishing  firm  in  Edinburgh  with  political  views  more  con- 
sonant than  those  of  Constable  and  Co. 

The  Quarterly  Review,  as  all  men  know,  had  dis- 
tinguished success,  but  the  &iendly  alliance  between  Mr. 
Murray  and  t^e  Messrs.  Ballantyne  terminated  abruptly 
within  the  period  predicted  by  Mr.  Hunter  in  his  letter 
to  my&ther  of  31st  May  1809,^andin  a  manner  that  left 
no  door  of  reconciliation.  I  have  elsewhere  adduced  evi- 
dence that  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Murray  and  my  father 
survived,  though  it  must  have  sti^:geTed  beneath  the  shock 
of  opposing  interests ;  but  the  lose  of  Mr.  Murray's  active 
and  effective  service  doubtless  led  to  the  establishment  in 
London,  by  A.  Constable  and  Co.,  of  the  firm  of  Constable, 
Hunter,  Park,  and  Hunter,  which  after  a  brief  existence 
was  dissolved,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Park, 
the  only  efficient  man  who  could  be  spared  to  superin- 
tend it. 

In  these  circumstances  another  coalition  became  de- 
nrabl^  and  was  onc«  more  effected  with  Messra  Long- 
maa  After  my  father's  reconciliation  with  Mr,  Scott 
■  8«e  mU,  Tol.  i.  p.  139. 

VOL.  m,  c 
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in  1613,  he  wtote  as  follows  to  that  firm  on  4th  Septem- 
her: — 

"Dear  Sirs, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to 
Abbotsford,^  and  address  you  at  Mr.  Scott's  request. 

"  Tou  are  aware  that  Mr,  Scott  has  retained  shares  in 
the  copyrights  of  the  Lady  of  the  liike  and  Eokeby, 
besides  holding  an  interest  in  some  of  the  most  consider- 
able undertakings  of  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  which  he  wishes 
by  and  bye  to  dispose  of;  but  in  the  meantime  the  com- 
mand of  a  sum  of  money  would  be  of  great  service  in 
comfortably  bringing  these  matters  to  a  conclusion.     At 

'  Id  cotnplimiuw  with  Ur.  Scott'B  mTitation,  my  father  Tiaitod 
Abbotsford,  uid  while  itill  tbere  received  the  following  comuuuika- 
tion  from  hii  partDer,  written  at  the  urgent  inrtanoe  of  their  warmeit^ 
■teadieat,  and  moat  pmdent  friend,  Mr.  Qifaaon,  atterwarda  Sir  Jamet 
Oibaon-Craig,  Bart. : — 

"EDmiJ&aE,  id  SepUnt,  1813. 

"Hr  DKAR  Sir, — Too,  I  dareiay,  will  be  surpriBed  at  this  letter, 
bat  I  hare  juit  had  a  long  interview  with  a  good  friend,  J.  0.,  who 
dedrea  me  to  write ;  if  it  ii  too  late  I  cannot  help  it,  but  I  am  amy 
to  Mjr  he  ditapprovea  •ntirelj'  of  the  Longman  and  Co.  Monrity  on  our 
part,  and  moat  atreDaontlf  and  eameitly  advjaea  that  yoa  do  nothing 
till  yon  come  to  town,  and  Hie  matter  is  talked  over  with  some  of  onr 
frieuda.  His  opinion  ia  founded  aolely  on  onr  own  safety,  for  I  grieve 
to  say  that  the  main  matter  is  talked  of,  and  he  haa  heard  of  it  from 
several  (jnarten,  and  his  opinioo  ia  that  all  mnat  come  ont  soon. 
Ton  are  quite  aware  of  hia  gloom  on  the  anbject,  I  know,  and  it 
weighs  with  me  to  a  oonstderable  extent ;  for  if  we  do  anything  that 
will  lose  hia  good  opinion  it  will  not  be  aoon  made  up.  I  said  all  I 
oould  to  him,  bnt  his  desire  was  that  I  should  lose  not  an  instant  tn 
letting  yon  know  these  circumstances.  The  chance  is  that  matters 
are  afranged  before  thia  reaches  yoa ;  bnt  if  otherwise,  ptay  by  and 
protract  if  it  is  at  all  practicable.  ...  I  conld  fiU  thia  sheet,  but  am 
afraid  of  alarm  from  a  long  letter.— I  am  always,  my  dear  3ir,  youn 
moat  truly,  B.  Cadcli." 
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the  present  moment  Mr.  Scott  is  not  desirous  of  parting 
with  the  shares  he  holds  in  his  own  works,  and  I  think 
he  is  right  in  holding  them.  He  will  publish  a  new 
poem,  at  least  it  is  bia  present  intention  to  do  so,  about 
the  end  of  next  year,  or  early  in  1815 ;  and  it  gives  me 
much  pleasure  to  say  that  his  wish  is  that  the  whole 
management  of  the  same  should  be  in  our  hands  and 
yoniB.  On  this  subject,  as  well  as  Mr.  Scotfs  future 
literary  plans,  I  have  just  had  the  most  satisfactory  and 
agreeable  communication  possible. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you  that  we  have  all  a  deep  interest 
in  Mr.  Scotfs  success,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  an 
account  with  a  London  banker  would  be  a  most  respect- 
able and  quiet  way  for  bim  to  conduct  some  of  his  present 
and  necessary  cash  transactions.  I  wrote  accordingly  to 
Messrs.  Brooks  and  Ca,  who  readily  agreed  to  open  it 
I  believe  I  explained  to  yon  the  nature  of  oui  account 
with  that  house,  but  as  Mr.  Scott  was  not  possessed  of  a 
sufficient  amount  of  accepted  bills  (which  is  our  deposit), 
he  proposed  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  as  a  guar- 
antee, hia  Grace  having  agreed  to  be  so  for  the  sum 
required ;  but  Messrs.  Brooks  and  Ck>.  rather  wished,  in 
addition  to  this  guarantee,  to  have  a  deposit  of  accepted 
London  bills,  though  at  long  dates.  The  object  now  is  to 
get  the  necessary  acceptances,  which,  through  your  aid 
and  friendship,  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  accomplished. 
Hie  extent  of  the  assistance  Mr.  Scott  now  wants  is  about 
£3500,  and  it  has  occurred  that  if  you  will  grant  bills  for 
that  sum,  to  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Brooks  and  Co., 
we  would  give  yon  a  letter  of  guarantee  for  a  proportion 
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c£  this  sum,  say  one-half  of  it,  in  order  to  secure  both  yoa 
and  ua.  Mt.  Scott  agrees  to  convey  over  his  half  share 
of  the  copyright  of  The  Lady  of  the  like,  Rokeby,  and 
the  whole  of  that  of  a  new  poem,  the  price  of  which  to  be 
afterwards  fixed.  Tour  bills  would  be  used  in  no  other 
way  than  as  a  deposit  in  the  bankers'  hands ;  ou/r  bills 
voald  not  answer  in  the  hands  of  our  own  bankers  in  an 
accommodation-acconnt  opened  at  onr  request  The  bills 
will  be  required  at  nine,  twelve,  eighteen,  and  twenty-four 
months,  and  as  Mr.  Scott's  wants  are  only  temporaiy, 
they  will  be  taken  up  at  maturity  without  any  advanco 
either  on  your  part  or  onrs,  and  if  you  have  no  objection, 
one-half  of  the  amoimt  should  be  drawn  by  the  firm  of 
Ballaotyne  and  Co.  I  have  no  donbt  we  might  find  it 
our  interest  hereafter  to  be  possessed  of  all  Mr.  Scott's 
copyrights,  and  I  have  as  little  doubt,  from  the  footing  on 
which  matters  now  stuid,  that  this,  as  well  as  the  price 
of  the  new  poem,  will  be  arranged  in  terms  mutually 
agreeable.  Yon  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  everything 
stands  between  Mr.  Scott  and  Messrs.  Ballantyne  on  the 
footing  of  the  greatest  cordiality.  I  left  Abbotsford 
yesterday.  Mr.  Scott  was  to  write  to  you  himself  by  this 
day's  post  on  the  subject  of  the  present  letter. — I  am,  eta, 
"Abchibald  Constabue." 

Messrs.  Longman  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"LoNDOW,  8epL  9th,  1S13. 

"  Dear  Sm, — ^We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th 
inst,  and  as  Mr.  Kees  will  soon  reach  Edinburgh,  we  will 
in  the  meantime  consider  the  matter,  and  put  him  in  pos- 
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aessioa  of  oui  views  of  the  subject,  as  we  csnnot  previously 
come  to  any  decision. 

"We  are  favoured  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Scott  this 
morning,  and  we  propose  writing  him  to  the  same  effect, 
and  believe  us,  dear  Sir,  yonra  very  tmly, 

"  LONGSIAN  AMD  Co." 

Me.  Scott  to  Me.  Constable.    . 

"Abboisioki^  IVkBept.  [1613]. 
"  DzAS  Constable, — I  hate  your  letter,  and  one  to  the 
same  effect  from  Messrs.  Longman.  All  I  can  say  of  the 
matter  is,  that  if  they  do  not  come  handsomely  forward, 
we  must  look  elsewhere  for  London  publishers,  and  such 
may,  I  should  think,  be  found.  But  as  tliey  can  hardly 
be  said  to  run  any  great  risk,  I  think  it  likely  that  Long- 
man and  Co.  may  come  in.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to 
you  to  let  me  know  when  Itees  cornea  to  town.  I  will 
probably  have  a  visit  from  him. — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  Scott." 

Mr.  Constable  to  Me.  Scott. 

"Edikx.,  2S  %>r.  1S13. 
"  Mt  deak  See, — Mr.  Sees  arrived  here  on  Thursday 
evening.  X  had  some  conversation  with  him  yesterday 
on  the  subject  of  the  London  account,  and  again  this 
morning.  He  is  to  write  to  his  partners  about  it  by  this 
post,  and  will  have  their  final  answer  in  course.  From 
what  dropped  from  Mr.  R,  I  can  see  that  they  are  very 
anxious  not  to  increase  their  engagements  at  present,  from 
tiieir  very  heavy  stock ;  and  »»  cast  of  a  refagal,  my  part- 
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nei  and  I,  since  yesterday,  have  been  in  cogitatioo  how 
money  can  be  had  iudependently  of  the  London  acconnt 
altogether,  and  we  have,  I  am  happy  to  say,  ao  far  bbc- 
ceeded,  if  the  plan  shall  meet  your  ideas.  We  find  that 
£3000,  or  even  £5000,  can  be  had  immediately  on  what 
ia  called  a  redeemable  annuity,  on  a  bond  by  yourself 
and  the  Duke  of  Buccleach ;  that  is,  a  bond  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  annoity,  which,  for  £5000,  would 
be  from  five  to  six  hundred  a  year ;  the  bond  redeemable 
on  paying  six  months'  annnity  in  advance  at  any  time. 
This  would,  I  think,  be  a  most  snug  way  of  getting  hold 
of  the  cash ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  sale  of  part  of 
the  stock,  and  aid  of  a  new  Poem,  would  enable  you  most 
comfortably  to  get  qoit  of  it  without  paying  many  years' 
piemium.  The  common  interest  of  such  a  loan  would, 
you  know,  be  £260.  I  write  in  great  haste  for  the  post, 
and  perhaps  not  very  intelligibly,  but  I  can  explain  it 
farther  if  necessaiy.  I  thought  you  would  be  anxious, 
and  did  not  wish  a  post  to  leave  Edinburgh  without 
telling  you  the  result  of  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Bees, 
who  wiU  write  himself.  He  Imows  nothing  of  course  of 
this  new  plan, — ^Yours,  A.  C." 

The  following  letter  carries  us  back  to  a  mode  of  losing 
money  now  forbidden  by  an  enactment  of  the  law ;  but 
practised  in  those  days  by  peer  and  peasant,  and  by  the 
soberest  citizens,  both  lay  and  clerical  ■} — 

^  The  alloBion  ia  here  to  k  lattery  ticket  On  Not.  13  Mr.  Soott 
wrote  M  follows  from  Abbotiford  to  Mr.  John  BallBnt;&e : — '*  I  think 
I  will  make  one  cast  for  fortnne  and  buy  a  lottery  ticket.  WiU  yon 
send  for  one  to  Sierewright't  office,  and  bi  yon  are  not  Tcry  looky,  I 
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Mr  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  Abbotbfors,  6  November  1813. 

"  My  dear  Sm, — I  embrace  your  propoeal  to  atand  to 
half  the  chance  of  the  ticket,  and  two  halves,  and  we 
■will  see  how  Inck  will  favour  us.  I  shall  be  in  town 
upon  the  12th,  and  settle  the  hill  for  Dame  Fortune's 
faToiira.  For  my  own  part  I  can't  much  complain  of  the 
good  lady,  having  had  my  own  share  of  luck  in  this  world, 
though  we  cannot  expect  it  should  he  always  smooth 
water. 

"  I  see  your  Catalogue  flaming  in  front  of  the  papers, 
which  I  daresay  will  be  a  great  treat  to  amateurs,  and 
come  well  in  to  hansel  John's  opening  campaign.  We 
had  the  finest  season  here  that  was  ever  known. — Believe 
me  very  truly  yours,  W.  Scott." 

Such  letters  as  those  just  given  show  that  the  relations 
between  Scott  and  my  father  had  resumed  a  &iendly 
aspect ;  and  as  evidence  that  those  with  the  Messrs. 
Ballantyne  were  not  less  amicable,  I  shall  quote  here  a 
letter  from  each  of  the  brothers,  which  could  not  have 
been  written  to  a  man  whose  goodwill  they  had  any  reason 
to  donht.     John  Ballantyne,  by  my  father's  advice,  had 

would  ratber  Mn.  BallautTne  of  jonr  notlier  took  ths  tronblo  of 
bnytng  it  tiuu  70a,  m  tlie  doctriDe  of  climicei  will  1)«  more  in  their 
favour.  Or  perluipa  if  Mr.  Caiutable  ia  walkiog  that  way,  be  will 
make  the  purcbaM.  I  •botUd  h»ve  tome  confidsDce  in  Aii  good  atata. 
The  lotterjr  begiiii  drawing  m  to-morrow.  Nothing  else  occnn  except 
that  yoa  gboald  beat  jonr  braini  aboat  getting,  in  debti  and  eelling 
■ome  atock  if  pouible.  Snrel;  mattert  muit  now  be  looking  rather 
better." 
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Btarted  as  an  aactioneer,  an  occapation  for  which  his 
quick  intelligence  and  lively  wit  eminently  qualified  liini, 
besides  his  knowledge  of  books,  and  taste  in  the  fine  arts, 
to  which  departments  of  the  calling,  I  believe,  he  chieBy 
if  not  altc^tber  limited  hia  views.  On  the  24th  April 
1814  he  writes  to  my  father  :— 

•■Trikitv.  24A  April  1814. 

"  Deae  Sie, — I  hope  yon  are  enjoying  yourself  now 
where  you  are,  in  the  centre  of  all  the  sources  of  enjoy- 
ment, mental  and  corporeal,  with  a  king  for  your  compeer, 
a  purse  as  huge  as  your  liberality,  and  filled  to  your  wisL' 
I  only  desire  to  be  one  of  your  party, 

"  Veiy  little  has  occurred  since  jou  left  us.  Dr.  Ross's 
books,  from  the  competition  of  the  libraries,  an  additional 
and  considerable  purchaser  in  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Baith,  and 
some  other  causes,  have,  in  general,  sold  greatly  beyond 
expectations,  and  since  I  have  been  at  them,  I  have 
received  for  sale  no  fewer  than  three  other  libraries,— one, 
that  of  Mr.  Ninian  HOI;  the  second,  great  part  of  Bryce's 
stock ;  and  the  last,  an  extremely  good  collection  at  Hope 
Park,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Naesmyth,  an  advocate,  and  a 
Dr.  Naesmytb,  both  dead.  I  am  greatly  puzzled  therefore 
what  to  do.  It  is  surely  a  bad  time  to  sell  at  present,  and 
'  a  certain  person  "  has  taken  it  into  hia  old  white  hat  and 
green  jacket  that  my  going  to  Loudon  just  now  would 
work  out  our  redemption.     Great  efforts  are  making  to 

I  My  father  waa  at  tliia  time  in  LoodoD,  in  company  with  tba  Bar. 
John  Fleming  of  Craigi,  pariah  miniater  of  Colinton,  knova  among 
hit  frieads  aa  "King  Fleming." 

>  Mr.  SooU. 
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iDttoduce  the  knowlec^  of  the  Edinbnrgh  Annual  S^ister  ' 
into  Frftnce,  where,  it  seems,  the  appetite  for  political 
information  is  quite  ravenous,  and  the  studj  of  English 
nniversaL  It  is  conceived  that,  once  introduced,  I  might 
get  rid  of  great  part  of  this  heavy  stock  by  exchange  in 
Paris,  and  that  the  French  books  I  should  thus  acquire 
would  find  an  immediate  sale  in  this  country,  if  brought 
over  toon,  and  before  the  country  was  inundated  with 
them,  which  it  is  almost  certain  to  be.  What  do  you 
think  of  this  ? 

"  I  spent  part  of  yesterday  afternoon  with  Mr.  Cadell, 
at  his  brother's,  where  there  was  a  gentleman  just  from 
France,  who  thought  (with  Mr.  Cadell  also)  the  project  a 
good  one ;  and  he,  in  particular,  assured  me  the  demand 
for  good  English  books  in  Paris  was  most  extraordinary. 
What  think  you  of  my  selling  for  Naps  and  Louises  two 
or  three  hundred  sets  Edinburgh  Beview  and  Encyclo- 
peedia.  Swift,  etc  ?     There  is  sap  *  in  it 

"  If  I  must  put  off  these  sales  (which  I  think  I  could 
bring  about)  my  business  would  be  to  set  out  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  meet  yon  in  town,  where,  if  nothing  else  were 
done,  I  could  make  a  few  exchanges,  and  satisfy  the 
person  who  ia  so  instant  I  shall  go.  I  can  manage  the 
cobs  with  very  little  aid.  I  b^  you  to  write  in  course  of 
post 

"Downs  is  going  on  as  usual,  taking  a  canister  of  black- 
guard every  day.    He  generally  calls  at  the  sale-room 
doOy  to  play  off  a  volley,  but  I  have  not  seen  much  of 
him  otherwise,  as  I  take  no  invitations  out  during  my 
*  Qiiim  I  la  thU  Ml  abbraruticn  of  Mpinfia  t 
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sale,  if  I  caa  help  it  Tour  most  reputable  coadjutor 
Cadell  looks  well,  is  keen  and  lively,  and  always  at  his 
post  He  has  insisted  for  a  debit  on  my  private  fortune 
to-morrow,  and  he  must  have  it.  The  fellow  knows  as 
well  by  the  cut  of  my  jib  when  I  have  cash  in  my  casket, 
as  a  physician  knows  by  the  pulss  when  a  man  has  a 
plethora. 

"  I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  gentleman  I  met  yester- 
day bam  France  offered  rae  most  useful  introductions,  one 
to  Perigof  s  house,  where  he  is  known.  But  I  could 
obtain  others  from  a  quarter  you  wot  of  that  would  do  my 
business  in  that  respect  effectnally. — I  am  ever,  dear  Sir, 
your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

"  JoHS  Ballantthe." 


To  this  my  father  replied  as  follows  : — 

"LoKiWN,  WthAprU  1B14. 

"My  deab  Sir, — I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of 
Sunday,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  Dr. 
Ross's  library  has  sold  ao  well  As  you  have  asked  my 
opinion,.  I  shall  frankly  tell  you  that  I  consider  the  season 
past  for  selling  any  other  collection  in  Edinburgh  to 
advantE^  at  the  present  time;  and  I  would  take  the 
liberty  of  recommending  you  to  delay  bringing  forward 
any  of  the  libraries  yon  mention  till  the  commencement 
of  your  winter's  campaign,  when  I  hope  you  might  publish 
a  Catalogue  equal  at  least  in  extent  to  that  which  began 
your  career, 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
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Animal  Begistec  might  be  sold  on  the  GontineDt,  bat  I  am 
not  quite  certain  whether  you  ought  to  start  for  Paris  at 
the  present  tima  The  whole  world  appears  crowding 
to  that  quarter,  and  I  have  been  told,  on  pretty  good 
authority,  that  tiiere  is  no  getting  beyond  Calais  for  want 
of  conveyances.  The  expense  of  living  in  Paris  is  also 
dreadfully  high.  I  heard  it  hinted  the  other  day  that 
some  of  OUT  friends  here  have  a  person  already  in  Paris, 
hat  for  this  I  have  no  good  authority.  Had  it  been  at  all 
convenient  for  me  to  have  remained  absent  from  Edin- 
bnrgh  an  additional  six  weeks,  I  should  probably  have 
attempted  the  jonmey  myself — not,  however,  from  the 
hope  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  business  at  the  present 
moment  (when  things  must  be  in  such  a  state  of  bustle),  but 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  on  the  spot  what  traffic  ia 
likely  to  be  hereafter  carried  on  to  advantage  in  our  com- 
modity. I  should  certainly  have  been  veiy  cautious  in 
my  dealings,  and  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion  that,  ere 
long,  we  shall  have  a  perfect  inundation  of  French  litera- 
ture, in  which,  at  least  for  the  present,  I  feel  no  ambition 
to  speculate. 

"  The  trade  here  is  certainly  better  than  last  year,  but 
the  American  market  being  still  shut  out  operates  very 
serionsly.  If  you  have  closed  your  anddon  for  the  season, 
I  should  think  you  might  do  something  here  by  way  of 
exchange,  and,  as  you  are  a  light  and  rapid  traveller,  you 
might  be  tempted  to  cross  the  Channel,  and  take  a  peep 
at  Monsieur.  In  this  case  I  would  recommend  you  to 
transmit  Joeh  to  meet  you  at  Calais  with  the  grey  pony ; 
but  you  have  now  do  chance  of  seeing  your  friend  the 
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Wee  Man,  as  I  cannot  consent  to  your  foUowii^  hia 
fortunes.  Piovided  you  leave  Mr.  Cadell  in  good  humour, 
I  have  only  to  add  that  you  may  command  my  services. 
— Best  compliments  to  Mrs.  BaUantyne,  and  believe  me, 
iay  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

"Abchibald  Consiable." 

Three  months  later  Mr.  James  Ballantyne  writes  as 
follows,  and  though  I  have  no  evidence  that  his  request 
was  complied  with,  I  have  Little  doubt  that  it  was  so  : — 

Mr.  James  Ballamttke  to  Mk.  Constable. 

"EiLso,  17<A  ^«^  1814.  > 

"  My  deab  Sib, — I  am  going  to  ask  a  considerable 

favour  from  you,  but  I  shall  not  tax  your  patience  by 

any  apology  ;  indeed,  what  apology  but  the  old  one  have 

I — necessity  ? 

"  About  two  yeaifl  since,  when  I  little  foresaw  the 
train  of  paiofid  circumstances  which  have  since  happened, 
I  contracted  a  debt  for  wine  with  Sobertson  the  iron- 
monger, to  the  amount  of  £76  odds ;  and  about  six 
months  ^o  I  gave  him  my  bill,  at  three  months,  for  the 
amount  When  it  fell  due,  I  wished  him  to  renew  the 
bill,  which,  in  an  evil  hour  for  me,  he  did — taking  my 
acceptance  in  exchange.  He,  as  you  know,  has  &iled  in 
the  interval,  so  that  both  sums,  amounting  to  £160,  are 
now  due. 

"  At  the  time  when  this  unlucky  debt  was  contracted  I 
conceived  myself  well  entitled  to  purchase  the  wine ;  for 
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I  had  a  good  printing  bnaineas,  and,  to  my  ignorant  eye, 
everything  seemed  prosperous  in  the  bookselling.  Kdthei 
John  wyr  others  complained,  and  I  limited  my  attention 
to  my  own  immediate  department.  Kow,  however,  that 
things  have  turned  out  so  contrary  to  expectations,  when 
every  draft  is  like  so  mnch  blood  from  the  veins,  I 
acknowledge  that  I  feel  insuperable  aversion  to  make  thia 
misfortune  known  to  (he  partners.  It  would  engender 
gloom  and  dissatdsfnction,  and  perhaps  even  remonstrance 
and  censure,  which,  conscious  I  do  not  deserve  them,  I 
should  find  it  very  difficult  to  hear  with  patience.  My 
great  and  anxious  object,  therefore,  is  to  pay  these  two 
bills  without  touching  the  business  funds,  and  to  enable 
myself  to  do  so  by  severe  and  steady  economy  for  the 
next  two  years.  But  still  it  is  necessaiy  for  me  to  borrow 
the  cash  in  the  meantime  ; — and  now  comes  my  uncere- 
monious application  to  you.  Will  you,  my  dear  Sir, 
accommodate  me  with  the  sum  in  question  for  twelve 
months  7  I  ask  it,  not  as  a  man  of  buBinees  from  another 
man  of  business,  but  (if  after  all  that  is  come  and  gone  you 
will  permit  me  so  honourable  a  distinction)  as  friend  from 
friend.  A  bill  at  six  months,  renewable  for  six  months 
more,  would  answer  the  purpose ;  and  it  would  be  a  favour 
which,  in  the  particularly  irksome  circumstances  of  the 
case,  would  impress  me  with  the  liveliest  gratitude.  The 
repayment  of  the  money  would  be  a  poor  repayment  of 
the  kindness. 

"  However  you  may  answer  this,  I  should  esteem  myself 
mnch  obliged  by  your  keeping  the  application  to  yourself 
and  Mr.  CadelL     I  have  not  mentioned,  and  shall  not 
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mentioD,  it  to  John.  I  may  add,  as  an  additional  embor- 
Tassment,  that  I  advanced  Joabert,  the  littJe  pleasant 
Frenchman,  £30,  which,  alas  1  is  gone  to  France — or  the 
devil,  for  all  I  know.  I  have  not  seen  oi  heard  anything 
ahoat  it 

"  Fethaps,  my  dear  Sir,  yon  think  me  not  nnceremonions 
only,  hut  something  worse,  in  making  this  application. 
And  indeed  there  are  not  many  men  to  whom,  in  the 
circumstances,  I  would  have  ventured  it  But  I  know 
you  to  be  generous,  and  above  harbouring  the  least  trace 
of  angry  feelings  which  you  have  ouce  discarded.  I  shall 
not,  however,  be  surprised  if  you  should  decline  obliging 
me ;  and  in  that  case  I  can  only  request  you  to  forgive 
this  Hherty — a  very  painful  one  to  me. 

"  If  you  answer  me  btf  return,  1  could  make  convenient 
eirai^ements  here  respecting  the  cash. 

"  Again  foigive  me,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  yonr 
ever  faithftd  and  obl^ed  friend  and  servant, 

"  James  Ballasttnx." 
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Warerler— Snpploment  to  fiicjcloptedia.  Article*  on  Cbi*a]i7  md  the  Dihhb 

— Hemoiie  of  tha  Somervlllea,  eto.— Tour  in  UghthoDBe  Tacht— Tbe 
Lord  of  the  Iiles— Death  of  the  Duko  of  Bncdeacli— "  AcconunudattoD." 

SiE  Waltbb  Scott  tells  us  in  the  General  Preface  to 
hia  Novels  that  the  opening  chapters  of  Waverley  were 
written  at  Ashestiel  in  1806.  For  five  years  these  seem  to 
have  lain  neglected,  perhaps  forgotten ;  hut  in  September 
1810  we  find  them  in  the  hands  of  James  Ballantyne  for 
critical  opinion,  and  we  may  presume  that  his  judgment 
was  not  sufficiently  Bstisfactory,  as  the  work  was  again 
laid  aside  until  1813.  "Looking,"  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us, 
"into  an  old  eabinet  ia  search  of  some  fishing-tackle, 
Scott's  eye  chanced  to  %ht  once  more  on  the  Ashestiel 
frt^ment  He  read  over  those  introductory  chapters, — 
thought  they  had  heen  undervalued,  and  determined  to 
finish  the  story."^  Before  tiie  I2th  of  January  1814  Mr. 
Erskine  had  read  the  greater  part  of  the  first  volume, 
"and  expressed  his  decided  opinion  that  Waverley  would 
prove  the  most  popular  of  all  his  fiiend's  writings." ' 

On  this  early  portion  of  the  work  being  shown  to  my 
&tbeT,  he  at  once  detected  the  author,  and,  after  a  few 
days'  consideration,  oEfered  £700  for  the  cop3'Tight    Mr. 

'  See  Life,  toL  iii.  p.  32.  *  See  Lile,  toL  iiL  p.  124. 
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Lockhait  expresses  his  opinion  that,  iaadeqnate  as  this 
sum  may  now  appear,  in  the  existing  state  of  novel- 
literature,  the  offer  was  a  liberal  one.  Mr.  Scott,  however, 
declared  that  if  the  novel  shoold  prove  unsuccessful  the 
sum  was  too  great,  and  too  small  in  case  it  should  succeed. 
It  was  ultimately  decided  that  author  and  publisher  should 
equally  divide  the  profits,  and  the  first  edition  of  Waverley 
appeared  anonymously  on  the  7th  of  July  1811.  The 
impiession  consisted  of  1000  copies,  which  disappeared 
within  five  weeks  after  publication.  A  second  followed 
immediately,  of  2000  copies, — a  third  and  a  fourth,  each 
of  1000  copies,  appeared  in  October  and  November  of  the 
same  year.^ 

To  show  how  lesolate  from  the  first  Scott  was  in  insist- 
ing on  the  preservation  of  his  incognito,  I  quote  the  fol- 
lowing  passage  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  CadeU,  in  which  be 
writes,  on  being  asked  by  James  Ballantyne  his  opinion  of 
"  a  certain  novel : " — "  I  gave  it,  and  it  gave  great  satis- 
factioD.  I  stated  also,  as  confirming  owr  good  opinion, 
that  we  would  give  a  handsome  sum  for  it.  He  said : 
'  That  you  can't  do,  for  yoa  say  it  will  be  found  out,'  to 
which  I  answered  by  stating  my  opinion  that  it  would 
itself  tell  tales.  He  replied  nearly  as  follows  : — '  The 
author,  some  weeks  ago,  in  speaMng  on  this  point.  ™03t 

'  "  To  mroid  reourring  to  these  detula,  I  nuy  m  well  itate  at  onna, 
that  •  fifth  edition  of  1CN)0  oopiee  appeared  in  JannuylSlS;  a  sixth, 
of  1000,  in  June  1816  ;  a  ■erenth,  of  2OO0,  in  October  1817  ;  an  eighth, 
of  2000,  in  April  1821  ;  that  in  the  oollectire  edition*,  prior  tu  1S29, 
11,000  were  diapoaed  of ;  aod  that  the  tale  of  the  current  edition,  wtth 
notea,  began  in  1829,  hat  already  r«aahed  40,000  copie*.  WeU  might 
Constable  regret,  that  he  had  not  ventnred  to  offer  £1000  for  the  who)* 
copyright  of  Waverley ! " — life,  vol,  iiL  p.  296. 
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stemly  saiil  tihat  he  would  drnp  it  to  the  last;  but  if 
it  was  decidedly  and  fairly  brought  home  to  him,  not 
another  thut  should  be  priiUed  of  it  during  his  life.' 
BaUantyiie  added  his  sincere  regret  at  not  having  made 
you  acquainted  with  this  circumstaace,  and  requested  me 
to  do  80," 

Mr.  Loekhart  tells  us  that  there  was  a  considerable 
pause  between  the  finishing  of  the  first  volume  of  Waver- 
ley  and  the  beginning  of  the  second,  in  consequence  of 
my  &ther  having  "  earnestly  requested "  Scott  to  under  - 
take,  for  the  Supplement  to  the  Encyclopeedia,  the  articles 
on  Chivalry  and  the  Drama,  and  that,  "  anxious  to  gratify 
the  generous  bookseller,  he  at  once  laid  aside  bis  tale 
until  he  had  finished  the  two  essays."  ^ 

la  this  year  also  (1S13)  my  fother  published  Mr. 
Scott^B  edition  of  the  Memorie  of  the  Somervilles,  in  two 
octavo  volumes,  and  '  Rowland's  Letting  off  the  Humours 
of  the  Blood  in  the  Head  Veins,'  reprinted  in  small 
quarto,  from  the  edition  of  1611,  annotated  by  the  same 


'  See  Lite,  vol.  ui.  p.  126. — The  articls  on  the  Dnnu  wu  DOt  fuT' 
nuhed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Gnojolopwdik  antil  the  dose  of  1818.  On 
the  IQtb  BoTcmber  ia  tiut  yeu,  Mr.  Ciulell  wrote  M  follows  to  my 
father  : — "  Mr.  Scott  when  here  yeaterdftf  wag  regretting  the  poee 
DrMHA  hid  pnt  thii  part  of  the  Supplement  to,  and  said  he  could  have 
i<aie  it  in  a  fortnight.  When  I  mentioaed  tfaii  to  Napier  (who  jnrt 
called  with  the  annonnoement  for  21«t  Dec  aa  Mr.  S.  went  out),  he 
was  most  anziooa  to  try  and  get  a  ahort  article  from  him  on  the  tub- 
joot.  I  went  to  him  about  it,  and  on  my  ttating  the  urgency  of  the 
case  he  moit  cheerfully  agreed  to  do  a  abort  article  in  time  for  it.  All 
be  nid  waa,  It  will  atop  something  elae  a  little ;  bnt  if  yon  muat  hare 
it,  you  muat  have  it.  He  waa,  he  laid,  very  busy  when  I  called,  and 
I  atrongly  laspected  for  B.  M." 

VOL.  HI.  D 


byGoogle 


50  SIB  WALTER  SCOTT. 

It  waa  in  the  sutumn  of  1813,  while  still  anxious  on 
account  of  hia  publishing  finn,  and  busy  with  the  closiog 
volumes  of  Swift,  that  Mr,  Scott  renewed  negotiations  with 
my  father  for  the  sale  of  the  copyright  of  a  new  poem, 
The  Lord  of  the  Isles,  ;Which  title  had  been  adopted 
instead  of  The  Namdess  Glen,  as  originally  proposed; 
and  on  the  10th  July  181*  he  writes  from  Abbotsford  : — 
"  I  have  almost  settled  to  take  the  toui  of  Scotland  and 
the  Isles  in  the  sloop  belonging  to  the  Northern  Light 
Commissioners,  You  shall  hear  of  the  result,"  and  on  the 
22d  July,  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Sib,' — I  told  yon,  when  you  made  a  very  fair 
offer  for  The  Lord  of  the  Isles,  that  I  would  think  of  it 
and  reply  when  my  materials,  etc,  were  somewhat  ar- 
ranged. I  have  been  busy  with  this  matter  since  I  was 
here,  and  I  really  think  that,  with  the  advantage  of  my 
proposed  tour — when  we  are  to  visit  everything  curious 
from  Fife-Ness  to  Greenock,  whether  on  continent  or 
island,  I  may  boldly  set  considerable  value  on  the  fruit  of 
my  labours.  I  mention  this  because,  I  assure  you  frankly, 
I  would  not  be  more  grieved  at  disappointment  on  my  own 
account  than  on  yours.  I  therefore  propose  to  close  with 
your  terms  for  half  the  work,  you  giving  Longman  the 
offer  of  an  equal  share  with  you,  for  I  owe  this  house 
too  much  kindness  to  kave  them  out  The  price  to  be 
1500  guineas,  settled  by  such  acceptances  as  will  suit  our 
mutual  convenience,  which  can  be  arranged  on  my  com- 
ing to  town.  I  wish  to  leave  things  straight  behind  me, 
and  sail  upon  the  27tb,  unless  delayed  by  the  wind.  I 
should  therefore  wish  to  see  you  on  Tuesday  morning 
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V 

aboat  eleven  o'clock,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  call  at 
the  shop.  Tlie  poem  wUl  go  to  piesa  almost  immediately 
CD  ray  retmn,  and  be  out,  as  I  conceive,  in  January  at 
latest 

"  I  mentioned  to  you  the  weighty  reasons  I  have  for 
retaining  a  moiety  of  this  copyright,  and  I  assure  yon 
all  good  jockeys  choose  that  their  rider  should  have  beta 
depending  upon  the  issue  of  the  race.  Upon  this  moiety 
I  only  wish  to  have  half  profits  accepted  for  on  publica- 
tion at  such  a  date  as  will  meet  your  own  returns  &om 
the  booksellers, — you  and  Longman  manf^ing  the  whole 
yonr  own  way. 

"  In  other  circumstances  I  should  certainly  have  stipu- 
lated a  contingent  advantage  in  case  of  such  success  aa 
The  Xady  of  the  Lake;  but  you  have  been  kind  and 
friendly,  and  kindness  and  friendship  will,  I  hope,  never 
be  thrown  away  upon  me.  I  assure  you  Z  shall  be 
delighted  that  you  make  a  right  good  thing  of  it.  Be 
pleased  to  send  me  a  line  to  Castle  Street  on  Monday, 
stating  whether  this  sketch  of  an  agreement  meets  your 
views.  I  think  it  is  so  like  your  own  that  it  leaves  little 
to  be  settled  between  us.  I  shall  be  theie  by  three 
o'clock,  and  you  can  say  if  it  is  convenient  for  you  to 
meet  me  on  Tuesday. 

"  Abbotsford  is  lookii^  beautiful,  but  I  am  still  annoyed 
with  workpeople.  I  trust  it  will  be  swept  and  garnished 
against  my  letnm. — ^Believe  me  very  truly  yours, 

"  Walter  Scott." 

Two  of  the  conditions  suggested  by  my  father  were 
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objected  to  by  Mr,  Scott  in  tbe  following  letters,  and 
subsequently  set  aside : — 

■Vi<^27,  isu. 
"  My  deab  Sir, — I  re-eDclose  the  missives,  which  do 
not,  in  two  particulars,  quite  meet  my  meaning.  In  the 
first  place,  although  I  do  not  foresee  the  least  chance  of 
any  change  in  my  continaing  to  emplc^  your  house  as 
agents  for  my  moiety,  yet  I  cannot  with  any  pradence 
bind  myself  specially  to  do  so  in  all  time  coming,  or 
under  all  circumstances  which  may  occur  in  the  manifold 
changes  of  lifa  At  the  same  time,  I  would  not  wish  to 
derange  your  calculations;  and  thenfore  I  think  you 
will  be  safe  by  a  positive  bai^ain  as  to  all  the  editions 
which  may  be  published  during  the  years  IS  15  and  1816 
— which  will  probably  be  a  good  many ;  nor  have  I  the 
least  idea  of  anything  ocouiring  to  induce  me  to  change 
this  arrangement  afterwards;  only  it  would  render  my 
property  much  less  valuable  should  it  at  any  time  be  sold, 
either  in  my  life  or  after  my  death,  if  it  was  clogg'd  with 
a  positive  obligation  to  use  any  house  as  agent  exclusively. 
The  other  circumstance  I  have  to  notice  is,  that  Long- 
man's house  will  probably  think  they  ought  to  have  half 
of  the  whole  bargain,  that  is  half  of  the  agency,  as  well 
ae  the  property.  Should  you  wish  any  time  to  consider 
this  matter,  the  bargain  may  be  limited  to  one-half  of 
the  poem,  and  the  rest  left  to  stand  till  my  return.  There 
is  a  good  deal  in  the  reasons  you  urge,  and  if  Longman's 
people  were  to  be  satisfied,  I  am  sure  I  would  be  content 
But  I  doubt  they  will  not  consider  themselves  as  well 
used ;  and  you  know  I  have  powerful  reasons  (besides 
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tt)eir  uniform  handsome  conduct)  for  not  disobliging  them.* 
By  limiting  the  agency  to  eveiy  edition  of  the  poem  which 
may  be  published  in  1815  and  1816,  vhich  you  can  do 
by  an  interlineation.  No.  L  will  quite  suit  my  idea  of  the 
transaction.  If  you  can,  by  any  bargain  with  L.  and  Co., 
get  off  the  10  per  cent,  in  this  case,  which  I  would  think 
very  fair,  I  should  be  very  well  pleased. 

"  I  keep  the  hiUa,  aa  there  is  no  danger  of  our  differing; 
and  when  you  return  me  Ko.  L,  with  limitations,  1  will 
send  you  the  acceptance. — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  Scott." 

"Thdbbday,  im-Jnit  1814. 
"Dbab  Sib, — After  taking  a  night  to  think  of  it,  I 
think  we  must  necessarily  abide  by  So.  i.  I  would 
willingly  oblige  you,  but  the  risk  of  diaobl^ng  our 
friends  in  Uie  Row,  which  they  would  probably  only 
express  negatively,  yet  feel  very  sensibly,  is  not  to  be 
encountered.  Even  your  friendship,  trammelled  as  you 
are  by  other  eng^mente  in  the  printing  way,  could  not 
remedy  the  inconvenience  that  might  arise  from  our 
friends  admitting  any  of  those  feelings  of  jealousy  at  a 
preference,  to  which  the  trade  are  so  particularly  open. 
They  possess  the  power,  and  have  uniformly  qhown  the 
inclination,  to  be  steady  friends,  and  I  would  wish  them 
to  see  that  I  cousider  them  as  such.  I  will  never  want 
opportunities  enough  (of  which  one  has  lately  occurred)  to 
be  of  some  use  to  Edinburgh,  but  in  London  it  is  only  on 
an  occasion  of  this  kind  that  my  friends  will  look  for 
some  mark  of  my  remembrance. 
'  "Dm  •iiipl«7ineiit  by  Bfewn.  Lou^puao  ol  Jkinea  Bilkotfoe  ukd  Co. 


byGoogle 


U  aiB  WALTER  8C0TT. 

"  I  need  not  say  liow  nmch  I  shall  be  eatiafied  to  truiE- 
fer  the  bond  from  1 2  to  8  per  cent  Indeed,  I  trust  to 
be  able  to  clear  off  a  large  part  of  it  next  Whitsunday.' 

'  Tbr  boat  rook*  at  th«  pier  of  Leith, 

The  wind  blow*  blithely  down  the  ferry ; 
The  ship  rides  at  the  Inch  of  Keith, 
And  I  maun  neither  stop  nor  tarry.'  * 

"W.  S." 

The  following  letters,  written  during  his  TOyage  by 
Mr,  Scott  to  Mr.  James  Ballantyne  and  my  father,  will  be 
read  with  intereet  :— 

To  Mr.  James  Baxlaktyni:. 

■■  KiKKWAU,  Oaunr,  I3th  AuffvH  1814. 
"  Deab  James, — I  have  hitherto  accomplished  my  voy- 
age very  well  among  these  rough  seas,  and  with  no  very 
favourable  weather.  We  have  Been  aU  that  is  remarkable 
in  Shetland,  and  arrived  here  yesterday.  I  was  rather 
anrprised  not  to  find  a  letter  from  you,  bnt  presume  it 

I  "  Ab  Scott  p*Med  through  Edinburgh  on  hii  return  from  hi*  voy^e, 
the  u^otiation  aa  to  The  Lord  of  the  lales,  which  had  been  protracted 
through  aeveral  month*,  was  completed — Cooetahle  agreeing  to  give 
fifteen  hmuired  guineaa  tor  one-half  of  the  copyright,  while  the  other 
moiety  waa  retained  by  the  author.  The  snin  mentioned  had  been 
offered  by  Constable  at  an  eariy  atage  of  the  afhir,  but  it  waa  not 
until  now  accepted,  in  conaeqnence  of  the  earaeat  wish  of  Scott  and 
Ballantyne  to  saddle  the  publiiher  of  the  new  poem  with  part  of  their 
old  'qnire  stock,' — which  Constable,  however,  ultitsiately  persisted  in 
refusing."    See  Life,  vol.  iii  p.  ZOO. 

'  Thia  ttanza  will  be  recognised  a*  a  ready  adaptation  of  a  Terse  in 
Bunu'a  fine  lyric,  "  Go  fetch  to  me  a  pint  o'  wine  ;  " — 
"  The  boat  rocks  at  the  pier  o'  Leith, 

Fu'  load  the  wind  Idava  frae  the  fatry, 
The  ihip  rides  by  the  Benricb-Law, 
And  1  maun  leave  my  bonnie  Hary." 
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may  be  in  next  post,  in  which  case  I  may  yet  receive  it 
I  have  seen  some  of  the  grandest  and  most  tremendous 
sea-scenety  in  the  world,  without  more  incoDveuience 
than  roughing  it  a  little  in  the  rain  and  spray,  and  occ&~ 
sional  sickness,  bnt  oQly  when  the  weather  has  been 
severe  and  the  ship  rolling  very  much.  I  have  not  found 
it  necessary  to  hare  recourse  to  your  remedy.  We  leave 
this  place  to-night,  bub  shall  have  such  letters  as  may 
arrive  on  Monday  forwarded  after  us  to  another  part  of 
the  island  of  Pomona  by  express.  After  this  I  shall  be 
out  of  cry  until  I  reach  Torloisk.  I  suppose  you  have 
already  written  to  me  to  Mrs.  Maclean  Glepbane's  care  \ 
if  not,  that  direction  will  be  too  late  after  this  reaches 
you,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  write  without  a  day's 
delay  to  me  to  the  care  of  Colonel  MacNeil,  Carskey, 
CampbelltowD.  Always  remember,  your  letters,  may 
likely  miscarry,  and  express  yourself  accordingly;  and 
ID  answering  this  letter,  suppose  it  likely  that  I  may  not 
have  received  your  former  letters. — I  remain  yours  very 
truly,  Waltee  Scott." 

To  THE  Same. 

"  LiaHTBODSK  Yacht,  off  DcNiTArFN&oE, 
MEAB  Obam,  \a  8tpc  1814. 
"  Deah  James, — I  am  here  after  a  very  pleasant,  though 
occasionally  a  stormy,  voyage ;  but  we  have  seen  evetythit^ 
that  is  curious,  and  much  that  is  seldom  seen  or  heard  of. 
We  have  now  circumnavigated  the  greater  part  of  Scot- 
land; to-day  we  stand  across  the  narrow  channel  for 
Ireland,  to  visit  the  Giant's  Causeway,  which  is  the 
ultimate  object  of  our  voyage.    After  this  we  return  to 
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Greenock,  to  which  place  be  so  kind  as  to  address  me, 
Post-o^,  to  remain  till  eaUed  for.  In  no  respect  fail 
to  do  this  by  return  of  post  I  conclude  I  shall  be  at 
Greenock  in  eight  days,  but  say  by  the  10th  or  12th  at 
furthest,  and  shall  then  come  to  Edinburgh.  I  conclade 
you  have  written,  by  my  former  direction,  to  the  care  of 
a  gentleman  near  Campbelltown,  which  letter  I  shall  sot, 
however,  receive  for  two  or  three  days.  I  found  no  letter 
for  me  at  Torloisk.  Make  my  aervjce  to  Mr.  Constable, 
and  tell  him  I  am  not 

'  Killad  by  HieUad  bodiea, 
Nor  eftten  like  ■  wether-haggii.' ' 

"  I  suppose  John  is  by  this  time  off  and  nearly  returned, 
and  tnist  yon  have  been  managing  with  address  in  his 
absence. — Yours  in  haste,  Walter  Scott. 

"  I  shall  be  ready  to  start  atrmig  in  scenery,  if  that  will 
do  good." 

To  Mb.  James  Ballanttne. 

"  Deab  Jaices, — I  got  yonr  two  letters  this  morning, 
and  a  very  friendly  one  from  our  friend  Constable  to  the 
same  purpose.  I  am  very  sorry  for  these  perplezitjes, 
but  am  always  less  vexed  with  those  for  which  a  good 
reason  can  be  assigned  than  when  things  run  on  a  heap 
without  reasonable  cause  or  due  information.  We  are 
now  off  Campbelltown,  but  in  a  squally  day,  with  the 
wind  right  against  us. 

'  See  Robert  BumiTa  Epistle  to  Cuilonell,  ioqairiiig  after  Captkin 
GruM— 
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"8(ii[1814]. 

"  I  conid  not  get  this  ashore  at  Campbelltown,  the 
weather  being  very  rough.  We  have  aiuce  been  in  a 
calm,  and  made  no  way  almost  at  alL  At  length,  how- 
ever, we  are  within  two  miles  of  Greenock,  and  I  judge 
it  best  to  send  this  off  immediately,  to  say  I  shall  be  at 
Edinbotgh  to-morrow,  by  dinner-time,  and  will  take  my 
beefeteak  in  St.  John  Street,  if  not  inconvenient  for  you. 
of  which  you  will  apprise  me  by  a  line.  I  shall  find 
probably  a  letter  for  me  at  Greenock,  which  I  shall  not, 
however,  answer,  unless  it  contains  something  requiring 
instant  despatch. 

"  The  blow  I  received  some  days  since  from  the  unex- 
pected tidings  of  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Bncclench  has 
given  me  such  a  shock  as  made  me  very  insensible  to 
other  bad  intelligence.  I  have  little  doubt  of  getting 
things  arranged,  though  of  course  D.  and  S.'e  failure  will 
occasion  great  loss  and  additional  inconvenience.  You 
had  better  ask  Constable  to  dine  with  ua." 

To  Me.  Constable. 

"  LiQBTHOc»)i  Yacht,  on  Cakpbelltows, 
6<A  Si^  1814. 

"Mt  dkab  Siti, — I  had  your  favour  this  morning,  and 
am  particularly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  in  writ- 
ing. I  troBt  there  will  be  no  great  difficulty  in  arranging 
the  matters  you  mention,  as  they  are  now  so  much 
narrowed  in  compass  as  to  be  manageable,  and  the  niti  - 
mate  securi^  of  every  kind  is  now  superabundant.  But, 
of  course,  at  such  a  pinch  as  this,  there  may  be  some 
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plague  and  trouble ;  but  for  all  our  sakes,  our  lively  little 
friend  musi  he  carried  through.  I  am  writing  withio  sight 
of  CampbelltowB,  but  in  a  heavy  squall,  so  that  I  have 
to  secure  my  paper  with  one  hand,  and  write  as  I  best 
can  with  the  other,  and  I  trust  to  get  my  letter  ashore  to 
t^e  post-office  with  one  to  J.  B.,  irom  whom  I  heard  to 
the  same  purpose  as  &om  you.  I  shall  send  him  some 
means  of  answering  any  present  pressure,  in  case  I  should 
find  it  impossible  to  get  to  Edinburgh  by  the  10th,  whidi 
however  is,  I  trust,  very  nnlikely,  as  I  hope  to  be  at 
Greenock  or  Ayr,  as  the  wind  will  best  serve  me,  to- 
morrow. We  have  had  a  most  delightful  and  instructive 
voyi^,  and  have  visited  eveiythii^  that  is  curious  in  the 
Scottish  Isles  &om  Shetland  to  Islay,  not  to  mention  the 
Giant's  Causeway  on  the  Irish  coast,  which  we  saw 
yesterday.  So  I  trust  we  shall  be  very  soon  ready  to  go 
to  press  with  The  Lord  of  the  Isles.  I  am  glad  our  little 
love-b^otten  babe'  walks  briskly,  thoogh  without  the 
advantage  of  a  father's  name.  I  trust  we  may  give  him 
a  brother  or  sister  in  summer. 

"  I  confide  in  your  assistance  in  helpii^  to  keep  things 
stiught  till  I  can  get  to  the  helm  upon  tiie  Uth  or  12th. 
I  have  no  encumbrances  which  can  prevent  my  getting 
things  squared  with  a  little  assistance  and  this  you  may 
rely  upon  implicitly.  I  cannot  write  more  than  the 
needful  at  present^  being  much  distressed  with  the  un- 
expected and  most  melancholy  incident  at  Dalkeith,  which 
I  only  heard  two  days  since  at  Dr,  Bichardson's,  at  Port- 
rash  in  Ireland.    You  may  guess  what  a  dreadful  shock 
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it  was.    ETerything  ia  flying  about  the  vessel  io  8uch  a 
style  that  I  must  close  abruptly. — Yours  very  bruly, 

"Walter  Scott. 

"  There  are  no  horses  to  be  had  at  Campbelltown,  other- 
'wise  I  would  take  that  mode  of  travelling ;  but  I  think 
■we  cannot  miss  getting  either  to  Greenock  or  Ayr  very 
soon. 

"Po^ecHpt,  Sth  Septemier. — We  could  not  send  this 
letter  ashore  for  the  stormy  weather,  and  have  since  been 
pestered  with  calms,  but  we  are  now  about  to  land  at 
Greenock,  so  that  I  shall  be  in  Edinburgh  to-morrow  by 
dinner-time.  We  find  we  have  been  once  or  twice  very 
near  an  American  cruiser — a  capture  would  have  been  a 
pretty  job  1  I  did  not  send  any  enclosure  to  J.  K,  as  I 
shall  be  so  soon  at  home — within  a  few  hours  after  you 
have  this." 


To  Mb.  James  Ballantyne. 

"  0:1  jmuat  tbc  Stkakboat  betwirn 
Gl&soow  ajn>  Gbxknocs,  Thurtday,  fi  o'dodc 

"Mt  dear  James, — I  received  all  your  letters  at 
Greenock,  and  in  consequence  of  the  last  resume  my 
intention  of  spending  one  day  at  KillermoDt  and  return- 
ing with  our  friend  W.  Erskina  I  cannot  at  present 
write  explicitly  on  business,  but  highly  approve  of  what 
you  have  done,  and  have  no  fear  whatever  of  the  results. 
■  IWe  and  I,'  says  the  Spanish  proverb, '  against  any  two.' 
I  will  not  therefore  dine  with  you  to-morrow,  but  rather 
wish  you  to  breakfast  with  me  on  Sunday,  or  to  call  on 
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Saturday  night  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock.  I  wish  I 
could  as  easily  wash  my  deep  bottow  oat  of  my  mind  as 
I  can  dismiss  the  apprehensions  of  the  loss  of  world's 
gear ;  but  I  am  most  deeply  distressed  indeed  on  account 
of  the  generous  and  noble  survivor,  and  the  more  than 
kind  friend  whom  I  have  lost. — Yours  ever, 

"W.  Scott."' 

It  is  matter  of  continual  legtet  to  me,  and  of  incon- 
venience in  the  performance  of  my  present  duty,  that  I 
have  not  had  access  to  the  letters  and  other  business-books 
of  Archibald  Constable  and  Company  after  the  year  1 8 1 1 ,  as 
I  am  thereby  precluded  from  giving  a  complete  view  of 
many  interesting  transactions ;  but  I  do  the  best  I  can 
with  the  materials  at  my  disposal,  and  trust  to  indulgence 
from  my  readers  for  the  imperfect  performance  So  early 
as  1806,  one  year  after  Mr.  Scott  had  become  the  partner 
of  Mr.  James  BaUantyne,  I  find  three  acknowledgments, 

>  In  ft  letter  to  Mr.  Morritt,  dated  Uth  September  18U,  Scott  thtu 
«Uiide(  to  tbit  interestiDg  voyaf^  and  to  th«  poem  whose  localitiES  he 
theo  Tiwted  :— 

"  I  will  ■hartlj'  mention  the  train  of  onr  Toyaga,  reaerring  particn. 
laia  till  another  daj.  We  lailed  from  Leith  and  slLirted  the  Scottiah 
coast,  visitiug  the  Bnllera  of  Bnohan  and  other  remarkable  objects — 
went  to  Shetland — thence  to  Orknej— from  tiience  round  Cape  Wrath 
to  the  Hebrides,  making  desoeats  everywhere,  where  there  waa  any- 
thing to  be  Been — thenoe  to  Lewis  and  the  Long  lalaud — to  Skye — to 
lona — aod  so  forth,  lingering  among  the  Hebrides  a*  long  *a  we  conld. 
.  .  .  My  ptiocijial  employment  for  the  antnmn  will  be  redueiDg  the 
knowledge  I  hsTe  acquired  of  the  localiticB  of  the  islands  into  aoenery 
and  stage-room  for  The  Lord  of  the  Isles,  of  which  renowned  romance 
I  think  I  have  repeated  some  portion*  to  yon.  It  was  eldor  bom  than 
Bobeby,  thongh  it  gave  pUoe  t«  it  in  pnblishing."  See  life,  vd.  iii 
p.  292. 
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such  as  the  followiiig,  of  accommodatum  granted  by  my 
fother  to  their  firm  :—"  We  have  received  this  day  your 
acceptance  for  £184,  vhich  vitb  much  gratitude  we 
acknowledge  to  be  given  for  om  accommodation,  and  that 
no  value  had  been  furnished  by  as  for  its  amount"  How 
far  this  syetem  was  extended  I  have  not  the  means  of 
-  knowing,  bat  there  is  no  reason  to  donbt  that  it  waa 
continued  until  the  memorable  breach  in  1808,  and  it  was 
certainly  resumed  in  1813,  so  soon  as  that  breach  had 
been  healed.  The  following  letters  of  Mr.  Scott,  with  one 
firom  John  Ballantyne,  to  my  father,  all  written  within 
a  few  weeks  after  the  return  &om  the  Hebrides,  bear 
witness  to  the  close  attention  Mr.  Scott  gave  to  the 
conduct  of  affairs,  and  for  that  reason  tiiey  are  quoted, 
though  in  the  absence  of  the  correspondence  that  led  to 
them,  and  which  tiiey  elicited,  only  an  imperfect  view  is 
afforded  of  the  transactions  to  which  they  relate. 

"  Abbotstord,  i7l/iS^l.  [18U]. 
"  Peak  Sir, — I  received  your  letter,  and  whatever 
might  be  the  disappointment,  I  never  could  seriously 
think  of  resenting  what  you  do  from  a  necessary  attention 
to  year  own  interest  Indeed,  whatever  is  to  hurt  or  run 
great  risk  of  hurting  yoa,  cannot  serve  me  as  matters 
stand.  As  all  these  acceptances,  bowever,  without  any 
important  exception,  are  for  value  of  one  kind  or  other,  I 
hope  they  will  be  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  circle, 
since  otherwise,  in  future  transactions  between  us,  which 
are  likely  to  be  large,  this  mass  of  paper  will  inconvenience 
us  all     I  wish,  if  it  were  not  too  much  trouble,  Mr. 
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Gadell  and  John  Ballantyne  would  make  a  note  of  the 
dates  at  which  these  bills  fall  in,  and  where  they  are 
lying,  marking  the  Swift  bills  so  far  as  not  already  le&ewed 
to  the  full  date.  Of  course  all  sorts  of  mutual  accommo- 
dations will  be  afforded,  but  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  see 
the  currency  of  these  engagements.  This  ia  the  more 
necessary,  because,  although  I  cannot  urge  you  to  do  what 
is  out  of  course  for  my  accommodation,  and  although  I  am 
equally  anxious  to  give  every  accommodation  even  where 
I  need  acceptances  in  regular  course  of  business,  yet  you 
must  be  aware  that  in  my  circumstances  at  present  I  will 
need  to  draw  upon  you  (or  rather  J.  B.  will  do  bo)  for  the 
Somerville  Memoirs,  or  a  moiety,  which  would  do  better, 
as  Bees  and  you  can  settle  it ;  also  for  balance  of  author's 
profits  on  W.,  of  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  promise  me 
a  statement,  which  I  presume  will  run  from  £2fiO  to  £300, 
or  thereabout ;  and  lastly,  for  the  profits  of  a  moiety  of 
Lord  of  the  Isles  when  published.  I  do  not  mean  to 
press  for  acceptances  on  the  account  of  the  two  first 
articles  earlier  than  the  beginning  and  middle  of  October, 
and  I  believe  I  can  manage  to  have  them  cashed,  if  at 
short  date,  without  going  to  the  Edinburgh  market  In 
the  meantime  I  have  applied  for  some  cash  to  the  Bank  of 
Scotland,  which  I  believe  I  shall  get,  to  put  by  present 
demands. 

"  I  hope  James  Ballantyne  is  ready  for  the  Poem,  as  I 
shall  wish  it  to  go  to  press  instantly.  I  find  I  can  get 
it  out  by  Xmas,  which  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  all 
concerned.  I  think  it  should  be  advertised  without  an 
hour's  delay—'  Tlie  Lord  of  the  Isles  :  a  Poem  by  Walter 
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Scott,  Esq.'  This  might  be  made  aa  public  as  you  please, 
and  as  soon,  as  it  will  put  a  different  face  upoa  our 
transactiooa.  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to-  do  my  beat 
QpOD  it,  and  I  Uiank  God  that  did  I  need  (as  vho  does 
not  t)  a  lesson  of  patience  under  the  disappointments  and 
struggles  of  life,  I  should*  find  it  in  a  friend  at  no  great 
distance,  vho  is  beating  distieBB  of  a  much  deeper  nature 
with  the  most  manly  fortitude.  I  shall  beg  to  hear  from 
you  when  you  have  a  little  time,  and  request  you  to  let 
me  know  whether  commercial  mattera  are  looking  better, 
whether  Waverley  seUs,  and  so  forth. — Believe  me,  dear 
Sir,  yours  very  faithfully,  Walter  Scott." 

"  ABBOTsroRD,  261A  Sept  [1814]. 

"  Deab  Sib, — I  wrote  you  some  time  ago,  mentioning 
that  I  would  have  occasion  to  draw  upon  you  for  balance 
due  on  Waverley,  and  now  do  so  at  six  months  for  JE300, 
holding  myself  and  the  next  edition  accountable  for  any 
over-draught  As  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  keep  aU  my 
demands  on  your  house,  during  these  times  of  perplexity, 
within  the  rules  of  business,  I  hope  I  am  not  now  exceed- 
ing them.  Times  of  mutual  accommodation  will,  I  doubt 
not,  return;  at  present  I  shall  confine  myself  "to  the  square, 
and  have  no  doubt  of  your  punctuality.  At  the  same 
time  I  assure  yon,  and  have  in  some  respect  endeavoured 
to  show  it,  that  I  retain  full  sense  of  the  trouble  you  have 
had  in  our  afibirs.  I  would  write  a  longer  letter,  but  I 
fear  I  encroach  upon  your  time,  as  I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  to  hear  from  yon,  which  I  impute  to  the  bnainees 
of  this  anxious  period.     It  will,  I  know,  give  you  pleasure 
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to  learn  I  have  got  the  accommodation  I  wished. —  t 
remain,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  aeirant, 

"  Walter  Scott. 

■•  ABBOIBFOltD,  OtA  (kt.  1814. 

"  Deab  Sie, — I  waa  duly  favoured  with  your  obtiging 
letter,  with  state  of  Waverley,  which  ia  quite  satia&ctory. 
I  obeerve  I  have  overdrawn  about  £36.  Pteauming 
the  expense  of  advertising  wiU  be  somewhat  leaa  on  the 
third  edition,  the  profits  divisible  will  be  above  £140  to 
each  party ;  now,  my  pressing  occasions  will  oblige  me  to 
anticipate  £400  of  this  by  a  draft  on  you  at  six  months, 
which  as  the  book  will  be  out  in  a  fortnight,  and  is  a 
ready-money  article,  would  not^  I  know,  in  the  general 
case,  be  at  all  inconvenient  to  yon.  In  these  hard  times, 
however,  it  may  be  that  this  may  not  quite  suit  yon,  in 
which  case  I  can  suit  my  convenience  by  disposing  of 
copies  at  sale  price  to  the  extent  of  £440,  being  the 
author's  interest  in  this  new  edition  ;  but  then  the  pur- 
chaser would,  1  suspect,  desire  a  more  efiectual  share  in 
future  editions,  and  might  besides  materially  interfere  with 
your  eala  This  you  will  consider,  believing  at  the  same 
time  that  it  is  only  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  my 
situation,  making  it  absolutely  necessary  to  me  to  realize 
my  funds  one  way  or  other,  which  occasions  my  offering 
an  alternative  of  this  nature,  and  that  I  will  have  the 
greatest  regret  in  at  all  interfering  with  your  interest  in 
this  work,  either  now  or  hereafter.  I  have  desired  John 
Ballantyne  to  talk  to  you  about  this  matter,  in  case  any- 
thing can  be  hit  upon  which  may  suit  us  both. 
"  Somerville  is  finished,  and  I  presume  delivered.    I 
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hare  a  claim  upon  70U  for  one-half  print  and  paper,  and 
Xongtnan  for  the  other,  which  can  he  adjusted  later  in  the 
month,  if  this  preeent  busineas  13  closed. — Believe  me, 
dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly,  Waltee  Scott." 

Mr.  John  Ballakttne  to  Mesbhs.  Constable  and  Co. 

"  Pkihceb  Street,  Salardan,  I5lh  Oct.  1814. 

"  Dear  Sies, — I  am  unwilling  to  intrude  on  your  time, 
or  to  harass  yon  with  the  old  tale  of  out  frequently  re- 
curring difBcultiea,  although  now  so  near  the  shore  ;  hut 
I  am  just  returned  from  the  south,  where,  after  everything 
having  heen  done  that  could  be  done,  I  am  still  £310 
short  of  paying  sums  due  on  Tuesday  and  the  19th. 

"  In  the  long  and  disagreeable  conversations  which 
occurred  on  the  apparent  impossibility  of  procuring  this 
sum,  in  mentioning  my  friend  Ainslie's  absence,  on  whom 
therefore  we  could  not  depend  for  any  part,  it  fell  from 
me  what  I  had  done  for  you  the  21th  last  month,  viz., 
found  you  at  an  hour's  warning  abont  £400,  being  £100 
in  cash  for  a  week,  and  the  balance  by  bill  at  three  months 
tor  that  term — on  which  our  friend  contends  that  we  (his 
security  being  included  in  our  engagements)  are  iairly 
warranted  to  request  a  similar  obligation.  These  are 
terms,  however,  on  which  /  do  not  consider  myself 
entitled  to  ask  a  favour  of  the  kind,  on  account  of  the 
personal  obligations  I  owe  to  your  house;  and  should 
the  circumstance  be  utterly  inadmissible  by  you,  I  hf^ 
that  you  will  write  me  such  a  letter  as  I  may  send 
to  my  principal,  to  exonerate  me  for  his  bills  coming 
back,  as  I  am  really  wearied  in  mind  with  being  so 
VOL.  UL  E 
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bandied   about,   and   so   dead   tirad  with  my  jounieys, 
on  a  little  exhausted  horse,  that  I  cao  do  no  moie. 

"  It  appears  to  me,  if  I  am  correct — and  I  voald  wish 
to  be  80,  as  the  statement  must  go  with  your  letter — that 
our  name  (of  course  hia)  is  pledged  as  acceptors  to — 

8th  Much,  9  moB £341     S    0 


£lfl2l> 

0     0 

£200     0 
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Aod  two  bills  of  irhidk  jroogot  back  the  memdm.  from 
me,  tad  did  net  retuim,  about 


beaidei  the  34th  September  one. 
Yon  are  pledged  for  aa 


"  Mr.  S.'s  own  bills,  and  the  transference  of  two  to  our 
and  Jas.  and  Co.'8  names,  on  renewal,  I  do  not  take  into 
the  list  of  engagements,  of  course,  which  I  have  to  repay, 
as  he  might  as  well  have  paid  them,  or  n^otiated  them, 
with  another  house  as  with  ours;  and  we  have  been 
merely  used  as  the  medium  for  procrastinating  the  date 
of  their  ultimate  payment. 

"  Can  you  stead  ns,  therefore,  in  this  £310,  by  a  part 
loan  in  cash  till  the  end  of  the  mouth,  and  acceptance 
(for  us  to  retire  when  due)  for  the  balance,  or  otherwise 
aa  you  incline  ?  If  not,  I  trust  you  will  ba  very  specific 
to  me  in  your  terms  of  refusal,  as,  on  my  credit  and 
veracity,  there  is  due  on  the  18/19  a  dft  of  S.'s  £250,  and 
£104,  £300,  and  £12,  13s.  id.  to  three  other  quarters, 
which  eannot  (having  already  been)  be  renewed  in  time, 
for  which  I  am  £3 1 0  short ;  and  I  shall  pay  none  of  them 
unless  I  can  pay  aH 
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"  I  liope  yoo  will  give  this  a  part  of  Sunday's  considera- 
tion, and  recollect  your  own  Btake  indirectly  in  tlie  concern 
shoidd  so  great  literary  talent  be  dishonoured.  With  your 
disgust  to  the  measure  I  can  heartily  sympathize,  but 
having  done  all  in  my  own  power,  and  ridden  off  about 
four  inches  of  skin,  I  shall  not  make  myself  further 
miserable  in  the  matter. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever  sin- 
cerely yours,  J.  Ballahttne. 

"I  went  to  Kelso  immediately  on  getting  the  X400 
Waverley  bill,  which  was  cashed  without  a  moment's 
hesitation" 

Mr.  Scott  to  Messrs.  Cokstable  and  Co. 

"AvBcntaoKD,  S2d  Oct.  1814. 

"  Dear  Sirs, — I  had  your  letter  with  the  list  of  bills, 
which  is  quite  satis&ctory.  I  have  written  to  Mr,  Ballan- 
tyne  to  call  upon  you  and  make  the  renewals  in  the  way 
that  your  convenience  and  the  &cilities  of  discount  render 
most  advisable.  I  presume  it  may  be  advisable  to  trans- 
fer part  of  the  credit  due  upon  the  three  Swift  bills  to 
some  of  the  others,  so  as  to  get  the  whole  out  of  the 
market  so  much  sooner.  But  of  this  you  mercantile 
gentlemen  axe  best  judges.  I  have  many  reasons  for 
wishing  to  have  these  transactions  as  much  as  possible 
under  my  own  eye,  and  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  apply  to 
me  directly  when  the  least  dilemma  occurs.  I  think  I 
stated  in  my  last  letter  distinctly  that  I  bad  not  the  lea^ 
iviention  of  giving  yon  any  trouble  in  the  way  of  accom- 
modation, for  which,  indeed,  I  do  not  foresee  I  shall  have 
the  least  occasion ;  our  present  and  futare  agreements 
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are,  of  course,  r^nlsted  by  their  own  terms,  and  I  Bhnll 
be  at  all  times  most  desiroua  that  you  should  derive 
benefit  from  them  corresponding  to  the  advantage  you 
have  afforded  us  by  assisting  credit  during  the  last 
twelvemonth.  I  state  this  very  distinctly,  because  I  wish 
you  to  be  convinced  of  it  The  accompt  of  Waverley  is 
very  ppoperiy  given,  and  I  trust  we  wiU  have  more  to 
settle  on  the  same  terms.  I  trust  little  odds  and  ends 
will  cover  the  10  per  cent,  which,  if  I  mistake  not^  is  a 
general  arrangement  with  your  Loudon  ^ents.  I  expect 
Mr.  John  Murray  here  in  a  day  or  two,  which  trifling 
circumstance  I  mention  to  put  yt)n  upon  your  guard 
against  any  gossip  your  brethren  in  the  trade  are  veiy 
active  in  setting  afloat  His  visit  relates  co  matters  in 
which  my  Edinburgh  friends  have  not  and  cannot  have 
any  concern. — I  remain,  dear  Sirs,  your  obedt  servant, 
"  Waiter  Scott." 
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"ikccomniodation"—Buik«nTemonatTat«— Death  of  lira.  CanaUble— Lettar 
from  Mr.  Oibson— London  Bale— Mora  chMtiiiK  proapeeta— Mr.  John 
Cantain—Qny  Hannering  pnfaliihed  In  London— Device  for  getting  rid 
of  heiTy  Btocli  of  John  Batluit]fiia  mud  Co.— Paul's  Letters  to  hit  Rim- 
folk— The  Field  of  Waterloo— The  Antiqouy-  The  Firrt  Seciea  of  Totee 
of  M;  Luidloid  (Old  Uortality  and  The  Black  Dwuf)  pabUshtd  by 
Heun.  Morn}'  and  Blackwood. 

The  secession  of  Mr.  Hunter  from  the  firm  of  Constable 
and  Co.  in  1811,  and  the  death  of  his  successor,  Mr. 
Catheart,  in  the  following  year,  withdrew  a  large  portion 
of  that  capital  which,  with  rapidly  increasing  business, 
was  always  becoming  more  necessary  for  its  comfortable 
management;  and  the  following  extracts  from  correspon- 
dence between  my  father  and  Mr.  Gadell  indicate  that  the 
linn  had  been  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  extent  of  accom- 
modation afforded  to  Mr.  Scott.  They  found  it  necessary, 
for  the  time  at  least,  te  restrict  their  "  assisting  credit" 

Ms.  Cadell  to  Me.  Constable. 

'•  October  IS,  1814 
"  I  fear  you  will  think  I  have  resolved  to  put  you  to 
torment  and  vexation.  God  knows  it  is  as  little  my 
wish  as  it  is  my  interest ;  but  you  know  I  have  always 
gone  upon  the  principle  of  telling  my  mind  and  the  truth 
that  was  in  it. 
"  Do  not  be  gloomy  upon  this  prologue — mth  the  idea 
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of  my  BayiDg  anytMng  that  will  be  unhingeing  to  you ; 
bat  I  have  about  an  hour  since  been  made  acquainted 
with  some  matters  that  preclude  my  resting  one  night 
without  telling  jou  of  them.  Mr.  Gibson  has  just  called, 
and  tells  me  that  upon  other  matters  which  he  had  to  ask 
to-day  at  Mi.  (rilchrist,  that  gentleman  took  occasion  to 
question  him  very  roundly  upon  our  concerns.  I  will 
give  yon  the  conversation  as  near  as  I  recollect  it.  Mr. 
Gilchrist  said,  'What  do  you  think  of  Constable  and  Co.*3 
business?  I  am  afraid  they  are  going  too  deep.  Their 
transactions  are  getting  very  large,  and  much  beyond  Uieii 
foundation.'  Our  good  &iend  answered  tliat  we  bad  great 
property  in  Edinbui^h  Beview,  Encyclopfedia  Britannica, 
et«.  '  That  is  all  veiy  true,'  it  was  answered,  '  but  they 
are  far  beyond  their  means,  and  they  must  cut  dovm. 
'  Suppose,'  continued  he, '  that  the  head  of  the  concern 
dies,  who  gets  them  through  their  great  engagements  and 
undertakings  ? '  The  reply  made  was.  The  life  insurances. 
'  That,'  resumed  the  banker, '  may  satisfy  you  and  them- 
selves, but  will  not  satisfy  the  public'  Our  friend  dwelt 
much  upon  our  advances  and  outlays,  and  that  we  were 
reducing  fast  He  rejoined,  '  They  must  reduce  their 
aecommodationi,  X  have  no  foult  to  find  with  themselves ; 
their  transactions  are  well  and  properly  conducted ;  bat  I 
repeat,  these  are  beyond  their  footing,  and  they  muU  ht 
moderated.' 

"  This  is  as  near  the  state  of  the  matter  as  I  can  come, 
and  I  assure  you  I  have  not  left  out  one  word  that  I  think 
was  intended  to  convey  a  strong  meaning.  Mr.  Gibson 
assured  me  again  and  again  that  the  whole  conversation 
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vas  in  the  most  friendly  hnmour,  and  not  a  word  of  any- 
thing tending  in  the  least  to  hurt  us  was  uttered,  but  tlie 
moat  pressing  advice  to  moderate  oar  concema.  I  asked 
Mr.  Oibeon  to  state  die  matter  to  you  himself,  which  he 
is  to  do  by  this  post" 

On  the  16th  Mr.  Cadell  adds,  "  I  do  not  think  our  Scott 
and  Ballantyne  connexion  is  doing  us  much  good  in  any 
quarter  just  now, — there  are  so  mauy  bills  rumiing  that 
must  soon  come  round,  as  your  lists  will  show.  From  the 
end  of  this  month  to  the  end  of  November  there  are  six 
bills  to  pay  and  turn  over  somehow  or  other.  ,  .  .  We 
have  not  under  £2500  to  pay  to  these  people  and  their 
principal,  and  we  must  make  a  point  of  paying  all  of 
them  off.    Nothing  else  will  do." 

My  father,  who  was  in  Loudon  at  this  time,  raising 
funds  by  the  sale  of  stock,  and  a  transaction  which  he 
sncceasfnlly  carried  through  with  Messrs.  Longman,  by 
which  they  once  more  became  sharers  in  the  property  of 
the  Edinbur^^  Eeview,  replied  as  follows  to  Mr.  Oadell'a 
disturbing  communication : — 

"  LoiiDOir,  Oct  18. 

"  I  have  your  letter  of  Saturday,  and  lament  part  of  the 
contents  of  it  So  far  as  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gilchrist  is 
concerned,  I  have  only  to  say  I  have  hitherto  done  all  for 
the  best,  and  if  success  should  ultimately  destroy  me  I 
cannot  help  it.  I  am  as  much  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
cutting  down  our  concerns  as  any  one,  and  that  necessity 
does  not  appear  the  less  because  others  see  it  Hitherto 
I  have  done  in  everything  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability  in 
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tbe  present  seaaou  of  accumnlated  distress.  I  liope  I 
shall  be  en&bled  to  peiseTeie.  Any  other  feeling  and  any 
other  detenoinatioD  would  do  no  good,  but  mnch  harm. 
ImpombUUua  must  not  hovever  he  reckoned  upon.  I 
repeat,  Trhaterer  is  possible  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to 
accomplish. 

"  I  am  quite  -willing  to  sell  off  to  a  very  limited  eon- 
eem, — indeed,  anything  rather  than  eternal  torment ;  but 
then,  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  We  have  a  laige  concern, 
it  is  true,  but  who  would  not  have  purchased  the  Ency- 
dopsedia  Britannica  under  our  then  circumstances  ?  Who 
could  have  reckoned  on  the  death  of  partners  so  near 
each  other,  and  to  us  bo  important  T  If  misfortune  should 
follow  misfortune,  we  cannot  help  it.  All  that  is  now  to 
be  done  is  to  pay  off,  and  get  into  as  quiet  water  as 
possible,  but — desirable  as  it  is — to  attempt  this  too 
rapidly  may  bring  ruin,  and  even  greater  ruin  than  our 
allowing  things  to  go  to  the  utmost  extremity.  I  have 
not  acted  dishonourably  to  any  one  in  my  dealings.  If 
I  have  embarked  lai^y  in  bookselling,  have  I  not  been 
encouraged  to  do  so  ?  I  have,  it  is  true,  been  most  un- 
fortunate  in  following  many  plans  more  for  the  benefit  of 
my  connexions  than  of  myself ;  and  how  have  I  been 
used  for  it  1  In  my  present  connexion  with  you  I  have 
been  most  fortunate,  but  not  more  so  than  I  ever  feel  or 
acknowledge.  If  banks  and  bankers,  after  giving  the 
support  they  have  done,  withdraw  it  during,  I  may  say, 
the  most  prosperous  career  of  our  business,  we  must  sub- 
mit— doing  all  we  can  in  the  meantime  to  prevent  it ; 
and  if  mischief  should  hereafter  come,  I  truat  in  God  it 
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shall  be  when  -we  have  fever  dependent  on  ns.  Do  not 
sappose,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  can  be  anything  else  than 
satisfied  with  yonr  writing  me  plainly  and  explicitly ;  bat 
the  same  theme  does  not  need  to  be  repeated  daily,  I 
shall  write  to  Mr.  Gibson  in  a  day  or  two.  His  letter 
received  to^j  is  another  ptoof  of  his  disinterested 
friendship  towards  ns. 

"  We  most  cat  all  connexion  that  is  possible  with  the 
Ballantynes  and  Mr.  Scott,  tliough  I  Hiink  we  are  this 
next  half-year  to  be  benefited  greatly  by  the  latter.  The 
new  poem  is  very  much  inquired  after  already.  Long- 
man and  Go.  have  great  hopes  of  it.  I  trust  we  are  not 
to  be  disappointed." 

In  i^jgravation  of  the  financial  troubles  pressing  on  him 
at  this  time,  my  father  earnestly  desired  to  be  at  home, 
'  where  my  mother  was  alarmingly  ill,  and,  though  he 
knew  it  not,  at  the  point  of  death ;  ^  It  was  under  these 
depressing  influences  that  he  wrote  as  follows  to  Mr. 
Cadell : — "  Were  it  by  any  means  in  my  power  I  would 
sell  everything  I  possess,  and  retire  to  some  quiet  comer, 
if  to  live  in  little  better  than  poverty,  I  hope  in  peace, 
and  out  of  the  world's  eye.  I  should  be  ccmtent  with 
very  small  matters ;  I  desire  nothing  so  much  ;  you  are 
in  a  situation  of  plague  and  botiieration,  but  a  young  man 
without  a  family.  What  is  my  situation  at  the  present 
moment?  Certainly  deplorable.  There  may  be  others 
in  a  still  more  distressing  situation,  but  I  hope  few  who, 
at  this  time  of  day,  ought  to  have  been  otherwise.  The 
&nl^  I  know,  is  my  own ;  fortune  put  it  in  my  power  to 
'  Sbe  died  oa  the  SSth  October  1814. 
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be  independeDt,  but  I  overlooked  the  opportunity,  and 
most  gTi«vously  mistook  the  way,  and  am  still  blunderiu^" 

On  bearing  of  my  mother'a  death.  Sir  James  Gibson- 
Ciaig  (then  Mr.  Gibson)  wrote  as  follows : — 

"Edimbitboh,  Oct  29, 1811. 

"  My  deak  Friend, — Your  kind  heart  would  be  most 
deeply  afTected  by  the  accounts  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Constable.  ....  Your  grief,  however,  must  give  way  to 
the  strong  call  of  duty  which  is  now  laid  upon  yon  to  your 
family,  and  I  trust  you  will  eiert  yourself  to  do  for  them 
what  nobody  else  can  do — to  be  a  Either  to  them,  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  that  relationship 

"  I  hope  you  will  not  think  of  leaving  London.  Your 
presence  there  is  moat  essential  I  rejoice  to  hear  you 
have  been  so  successful  in  your  transactions,  which  I  have 
communicated  generally  to  our  Mends  Gilchrist  and 
Forrester,  who  also  rejoiced.  Such  communications,  made 
in  the  way  in  which  from  my  friendly  intercourse  with 
them,  I  can  make  them,  are  of  essential  importance,  and 
you  know  I  always  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  promot- 
iDg  your  views. 

"  To  your  family  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that 
you  should  not  quit  London  till  your  business  is  com- 
pleted, and  you  roust  not  do  so.  If,  with  the  agitation 
into  which  you  mnst  be  thrown,  you  should  attempt  to 
eome  down  hurriedly,  I  have  no  doubt  you  would  en- 
danger your  life,  of  which  you  are  now  more  than  ever 
bound  to  be  careful  Best  compliments  to  your  son,  &om, 
dear  Constable,  your  moat  affectionate  &iend, 

"  James  Gibson." 
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Of  this  letter  my  father  writes  to  Mr  Cadell : — 
"  I  received  Mr.  Gibson's  most  kiad  letter  this  monuiig ; 
it  afforded  me  great  consolation,  and  added  much  to  the 
heavy  load  of  obligation  his  most  sincere  and  active  friend- 
ship has  long  laid  me  nnder.  I  again  repeat  my  high 
sense  of  yoar  kind  attention ;  and  that  no  similar  calamity 
as  that  under  "which  my  spirits  now  labour  may  ever  reach 
you,  is  the  ardent  prayer  of,  my  dear  Sir,  your  greatly  ob- 
%ed  and  attached  Mend,         Abcbibald  Constable." 

On  the  7th  of  November,  having  been  successful  in 
raising  in  London,  by  sales  of  copyright  and  stock,  a  sum 
not  far  short  of  £15,000,  my  fkther  inclines  to  take  a  more 
hopeful  view  of  the  prospects  of  a  business  which  he  him- 
self had  created,  and  which  he  certainly  imderstood.  He 
wrote  to  his  partner  as  follows : — 

••yov.7,  1814. 

"  On  the  subject  of  our  business  and  its  extent  I  am 
inclined  to  say  a  word  or  two — 

"  iBt,  Is  not  the  Encydopcedia  our  greatest  concern — 
ihe  best  we  ever  had,  and  worth  all  the  rest  ? 

"  2d,  Had  we  ever  more  popular  works  than  Alison, 
Sinclair,  and  "Waverley — not  to  mention  The  Lord  of  Uie 
Isles,  which  must  sell  to  a  great  extent  1 

"  id,  Is  not  the  Supplement  to  the  Encyclopsedia  Bri- 
tannica  one  of  the  best  speculations  ever  projected  or 
undertaken  by  any  house  in  Europe ;  and  could  the  same 
literary  assistance  have  been  commanded  by  any  other 
establishment  in  the  empire  ? 

"  Ath,  Does  thero  exist  in  bookselling  at  the  present 
moment  any  project  better  devised,  or  for  which  anange- 
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menta  ate  more  complete,  than  tiie  Edinbargh  Gazetteer? 
and  will  it  not  be  a  work  of  most  nnireisal  sale  ? 

"  6^,  Will  the  profits  on  these  woiks,  if  successfully 
carried  through,  not  be  a  fortune,  and  more  than  represent 
the  property  of  the  partners  oar  business  has  lost  7 

"  6^,  Have  we  any  other  specalations  in  hand  worth 
.speaking  about  1  and  have  we  not  the  offer  of  everything 
good  that  occurs  ? 

"  7^  Would  men  of  the  least  enterprise  or  sense  not 
bare  entered  into  the  same  speculatioua,  if  they  had  had 
the  opportunity,  that  we  have  done  ? 

"  8th,  How  has  it  happened  that  all  these  good  things 
have  got  into  the  same  channel  ?  Has  it  been  by  chance, 
accident^  good  luck,  ill-luck,  or  the  money  our  partners 
brought  us?  Has  there  not  been  a  great  property  made 
in  a  few  years,  upon  no  original  foundation  ?  and  if  the 
thing  is  still  going  on  proaperoosly,  why  should  we  experi- 
ence GBEATLY  LIMITED  ACCOUUODATION  ? 

"  9^  Is  the  bosiness  not  better  managed  now  than  at 
any  former  period  ?  I  shall  not  compliment  you  on  this 
occasion  by  saying  by  whom. 

"  Lastly,  And  after  all,  had  I  not  been  the  most  unwise 
man  of  your  acquaintance  I  would  have  stuck  to  the  thing 
as  it  was  in  1803.  I  should  not  perhaps  have  made  the 
same  bustle  in  the  world ;  but  I  should  unquestionably 
have  been  more  happy,  my  own  small  means  less  exposed 
to  danger,  and  in  my  humble  career  I  should  have  escaped 
many  of  the  troubles  and  much  of  the  vile  ingratitude 
and  impertinence  which  have  fallen  to  my  lot.  If  aft«r 
the  labour  of  a  long  voyage,  and  much  anxiety  as  a  pilot. 
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the  vessel  should  now  be  on  the  locks,  and  iu  danger  of 
being  snnk,  I  cannot  help  it,  and  can  only  regret  that  the 
command  had  not  been  long  ago  in  better  hands.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  and  pray  for  a  better  result,  but  whatever  it 
shall  be,  if  disappointment  follow,  I  hope  the  loss  will  only 
ultimately  &11  on  me  and  mina 

"  If  yon  have  applied  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  I  sin- 
cerely pray  for  your  success,  though  it  is  one  of  the  last 
places  to  which  I  would  have  had  recourse.  They  once, 
I  dare  say,  thought  us  more  wealthy  than  our  neighbours. 
Narrow  minds  and  limited  views  may  now  make  them 
think  us  much  less  so.  There  is  a  medium  in  all  things. 
I  only  wish  I  had  thought  a  little  more  on  that  subject 
years  ago,  and  less  of  pleasing  poets  and  their  Mends — 
but  of  all  this  enough  for  one  letter." 

On  the  following  day  my  father  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing relations  with  Mr.  John  Garstaiis  of  Abchurch  Lane, 
which  he  announced  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  I  have  just  returned  from  having  arranged  an  account 
and  credit  with  one  of  the  most  respectable  men  in 
London,  whose  name  has  sometimes  passed  through  our 
books,  and  is  well  known  in  the  money  market  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  what  forms  an  agreeable  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment is,  that  we  owe  the  thing  entirely  to  our  own  good 
name,  and  to  the  character  of  our  undertakings,  without 
the  immediate  introduction  of  any  friend.  I  dare  say  you 
have  often  heard  of  Mr.  John  Carstairs  of  Abchurch  Lane. 
He  is  a  relation  and  great  Mend  of  Professor  Leslie,  a 
man  of  Fife,  who  made  his  way  early  in  life  out  of  '  The 
Eii^^om,'  and  has  made  a  very  handsome  fortune.    I  had 
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long  known  Mr.  C,  by  leputation,  as  I  had  teason  to 
believe  he  had  me ;  and  after  some  weeks  of  deUberation, 
I  mustered  courage  to  have  an  interview  with  him,  which 
I  had  this  morning,  with  complete  success. 

"  I  assure  yon,  my  good  friend,  this  is  do  small  lift,  and 
I  am  truly  thankful  for  my  succeaa.  A  direct  application 
was  more  becoming  than  an  introduction  by  a  fiiend ;  and 
I  am  quite  glad  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  reconrse 
to  such." 

Two  months  later  my  father  writes : — "  If  we  only  had 
two  or  three  years  comfortably  over  our  heads,  I  do  not 
anticipate  anythii^  but  smooth  water  afterwards.  It  ia 
needless  to  say  what  might  or  what  might  not  have  been; 
bat  had  the  whole  capital  that  the  business  had  created 
for  itself  at  January  1611  remained  till  this  day,  we 
should  have  been  strong  indeed." 

In  the  embanassed  state  of  Mr.  Scott's  afiairs,  and 
those  of  John  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  it  became  necessary  that 
aid  should  be  sought  in  other  quarters,  and  the  following 
extract  &om  Mr.  Lockhart'a  Life  of  his  father-in-law 
indicates  the  constraining  circumstances  which  led  to 
Guy  Mannering — Mr.  Scott's  next  novel — not  being  pub- 
lished in  Edinbui^  : — 

"Guy  Mumering  ww  published  on  the  24th  February  (1616) — 
that  u,  exactly  two  month*  after  the  Lotd  of  the  Isles  was  diamiMcd 
from  the  author's  deik. '  .  .  . 

"The  approach  of  Chrirtmae  IS14  broaght  with  it  the  proepectof 
■Dch  a  recurrence  of  difficulties  about  the  disconnt  of  John's  bills,  a« 
to  render  it  abaolutely  necessary  tbat  Scott  should  either  apply  agwn 

^  The  Lord  of  the  Isles  appeared  in  January  1815. 
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fw  MtutanM  to  bit  private  friendi,  or  tMk  hit  literarf  powen  with 
•ome  inch  extnmtgMit  effort  m  hM  now  been  recorded.  The  gre&t 
object,  wbidi  wm  itill  to  get  rid  of  the  heery  itock  that  hed  been 
Mwninvlated  before  the  itoim  of  May  1 S 1 3,  at  length  dstennined  the 
chief  partner  to  break  np^  m  toon  ••  poteible,  the  conoem  which  his 
own  langnine  rashneu,  and  the  gron  trreguUritiee  of  hia  mercurial 
lientenan^  had  bo  lamentably  perplexed ;  but  Conitable,  having 
already  enabled  the  firm  to  avoid  pnblic  expoinre  more  than  onoe, 
WM  not  now,  any  more  than  when  he  made  hie  contract  with  the  Lord 
of  tiie  Iilee,  diapoeed  to  harden  himaelf  with  an  additional  load  of 
Weber*!  Beanmont  and  Fletcher,  and  other  almost  ae  nnuleahle  booka. 
While  they  were  etill  in  hopes  of  overooming  hie  Boruplea,  it  hap- 
pened that  a  worthy  friend  of  Scott'a,  the  late  Mr.  Charln  Enkine, 
hie  eheriff-eobatitnte  in  Selhirhahira,  bad  immediate  occaiion  for  a 
nun  of  money  which  he  bad  wnte  time  before  advanced,  at  Scott'a 
peraonal  reqnett,  to  the  firm  of  John  Ballantyne  and  Company ;  and 
em  reoeiving  hie  application,  Soott  wrote  ae  follows  : — 

" '  To  Mr.  John  BaUantyne,  Bookieller,  Ediubnrgh. 

'  "  •  Abhotwokd,  Oh.  U,  1814. 

" '  Dkab  Johk, — Charlee  Enkine  wiebea  hii  money,  as  he  haa  made 
pnrchBBe  of  land.  This  is  a  new  jierplezity— for  paid  be  most  be 
forthwith,  ae  hia  advanee  waa  friendly  and  oonfidentiaL  I  do  not  at 
thia  moment  aee  how  it  ii  to  be  railed,  but  believe  I  ahatl  find  mean*. 
In  the  meanwhile  it  will  be  necessary  to  propitiate  the  Leviathana  of 
Pateraoater  Bow.  My  idea  ia,  that  yon  or  Jamea  ahonld  write  to  them 
to  tbe  following  effect : — That  a  novel  ia  offered  yon  by  the  Author 
of  Waverley ;  that  the  Anthor  ii  deairona  it  ahoold  be  out  before  Mr. 
Scott'e  poem,  or  a*  aoon  thereafter  aa  poaaible;  and  that  having 
reaolved,  ai  they  are  awarc^  to  relinqniah  pnbliabing,  you  only  wiah  to 
avail  yoaraelvea  of  this  offer  to  the  extent  of  helping  off  lome  of  yoar 
stock.  I  leave  it  to  yon  to  consider  whether  you  should  condesoend 
on  any  particular  work  to  offer  them  aa  bread  to  their  butter — or  on 
any  partionlar  amoant — aa  £fiOa.  One  thing  mnat  be  provided,  that 
Ccoiatable  share*  to  the  extent  of  the  Scottish  sale  ;  they,  however, 
Wl*ag'"gi  My  reason  for  letting  them  have  this  scent  of  roast  meat 
is,  in  ease  it  should  be  necessary  for  na  to  apply  to  them  to  renew 
bills  in  December.— Yours,  W.  S.' 

"Upon  receiving  thia  letter,  John  Baltantyne  suggested  to  Scott 
that  he  should  be  allowed  to  offer,  not  only  ths  new  novel,  but  the 
iwit  edition  of  Waverley,  to  Lotigman,  Mnrray,  or  BUokwood — in  the 
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hope  that  tlie  protpect  of  being  let  in  to  the  proGti  of  the  alraadj 
eitabliahed  favourite,  would  orercome  effeotnally  the  heotation  of  one 
or  other  of  these  honaea  about  ventnriDg  on  the  encmnbruice  which 
Coiutkble  eeemed  to  shrink  from  with  ■och  pertinacity  ;  bat  upon 
this  ingenious  proposition  Scott  at  once  set  hia  veto: — 'Dear  John,*  ho 
WTit«t  (Oct  17,  1S14),  'your  expedients  are  all  wretehedj  as  far  aa 
regarda  me.  I  never  will  give  Constable,  or  any  one,  room  to  say  I 
hsTe  broken  my  word  with  him  in  the  slightest  degree.  If  I  loae 
everything  else,  I  will  at  least  keep  my  honour  unblemiahed ;  and  I 
do  hold  myself  bound  in  honour  to  offer  him  a  Waverley,  while  he 
shall  continue  to  comply  with  the  oonditioDS  acneied.  I  intend  the 
new  norel  to  operate  as  something  morepermanentthanamere  accom- 
modation ;  and  if  I  can  but  be  permitted  to  do  so,  I  will  print  it  before 
it  is  sold  to  any  one,  and  then  propose,  first  to  Constable  and 
Longman  ;  second  to  Murray  and  Blackwood^to  take  the  whole  at 
such  a  rate  as  wiU  give  tbem  one-half  of  the  fair  profits ;  granting 
acceptancca  which,  upon  an  edition  of  3000,  which  we  shall  be 
quite  authorized  to  print,  will  amount  to  an'immediate  command  of 
£1500  i  and  to  this  we  may  couple  the  condition  that  they  must  take 
£600  or  £600  of  the  old  stock.  I  own  I  am  not  solicitona  to  deal 
with  Constable  alone,  nor  am  I  at  all  bound  to  offer  him  the  new 
novel  on  any  terms ;  but  he,  knowing  of  the  iDt«ntion,  may  expect  to 
be  treated  with,  at  least,  although  it  is  possible  we  may  not  deaL 
However,  if  Murray  and  Blackwood  were  to  come  forward  with  any 
handsome  proposal  as  to  the  stock,  I  should  certainly  have  no  objec- 
tion to  James's  giviog  the  pledge  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  for  his 
next  work.  Yon  are  like  the  crane  in  the  fable,  when  you  boast  of 
not  having  got  anything  from  the  business  ;  you  may  thank  God  that 
it  did  not  bite  your  head  off.  Would  to  God  I  were  at  let-a-be  for 
let-a-be, — bnt  yon  have  done  your  best,  and  so  must  I. — Youn  tndy, 

'W.  a- 

"  Botli  Ur.  Hnrray,  and  Longman's  partner,  Mr.  Rees,  were  in 
Scotland  about  thia  time,  and  the  former  at  least  paid  Soott  a  visit  at 
Abbotsford.  Of  ooarse,  however,  whatever  propositions  they  may 
have  made,  were  received  by  one  or  other  of  the  Ballantynea,  The 
result  was  that  the  house  of  Longman  undertook  Ony  Mannering  on 
the  terms  dictated  by  Soott — namely,  granting  bill*  for  £1500,  and 
retieving  John  Ballantyne  and  Company  of  stock  to  the  extent  of 
£600  more  ;  and  Constable's  first  information  of  the  transaction  was 
from  Msasrs.  Longman  themselves,  when  they,  in   compliance  with 
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Soott'a  vish,  u  mgnified  in  the  letter  lut  quoted,  offered  him  k-ehere 
in  the  editdon  which  they  had  iiurohwed."  * 

Omy  Mannering  was  received  with  intense  iotereBt  and 
universal  favour.  The  first  edition,  consisting  of  2000 
copies,  was  sold  the  daj  after  publication,  and  before  the 
Memoir  of  ita  author  was  issued,  in  1S37,  the  sale  in  this 
country  alone  had  reached  50,000  copies.  . 

Mb.  Scott  to  Mb.  John  Ballantyhk 

"BDiHit.,  26e&  FOg.  181G — Sunday,  3  o'doet. 
"  Deab  John,— I  have  been  thinking  over  the  plan  which 
I  have  lately  pursued,  and  talked  over  this  morning,  of 
making  our  good  stock  cany  off  our  heavy  by  attaching  bo 
much  of  it  to  fiitnre  editions  aimomng  publications  so  far 
aa  they  have  not  already  paid  a  toll  of  this  nature,  and 
which  must  clear  the  stock  in  time,  while  we  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  credit  upon  print  and  paper  of  the  new  editions 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  way  advantageous  both  to  u& 
and  the  booksellers.  But  it  has  occurred  to  me  that 
there  is  a  better  and  more  summary  mode  of  winding  up, 
and  which  would  effectually  end  these  matters : — 

"  Suppose  Constable  and  Longman  would  take  our  whole 
stock  (say  £10,000,  being  £5000  each)  at  the  following 
terms : —  ' 

Biilffor  IS  numUu  to  be  immediately  gTMitedfor    £2000 
Do.      IS  montha         „  „  2000 

Do.     18  month*         „  „  2000 

Do.     21  month!         „  „  2000 

Do.    24  months        „  „  2000 

£10,000 
>  8m  Idfe,  ToL  ili.  pp.  821-24. 
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"  Shoold  they  be  disposed  to  do  this,  J.  6.  and  Coy.  shut 
shop  instantly,  and  leave  the  field  clear,  turning  over  to 
the  purchasers  the  ■works  of  every  description  which  they 
have  now  the  advantt^  of  publishing,  on  the  sole  terms 
of  printing  in  the  Ganoagate,  and  giving  the  authors  half 
profits.  I  am  morally  convinced  that,  with  the  literary 
views  I  have  before  me,  thet«  will  not  be  nearly  so  much 
advance  ot  credit  or  capital  on  the  booksellers'  part  in  this 
way  as  in  that  which  I  had  settled.  I  wish,  if  this  strikes 
yoQ  as  a  feasible  proposal  to  make  to  our  friends,  you 
would  come  up  to  break&st  to-morrow.  Subordinate 
parts  of  the  plan  can  easily  be  settled  should  the  general 
princiiJe  suit,  and  it  will  render  the  London  journey  un- 
neceasaiy.  In  future  publications,  unless  in  very  particular 
circumstances,  or  with  reasonable  grounds  of  displeasure, 
which  ther«  is  no  chance  of  occurring,  I  will  certainly 
consider  these  houses  as  my  publishers,  expecting  only  in 
courtesy  some  share  of  their  countenance  in  F.  0.  As  I 
shaU  always  publish  in  future  for  half  profit,  there  is  no 
fear  of  my  having  the  least  temptation  to  change  pub- 
lishers, supposing  me  to  have  (as  I  have  not)  any  wish  to 
do  BO.  I  think  within  the  same  period  the  booksellers  will 
probably  take  off  the  same  quantity  of  stock  upon  the 
former  plan,  bat  this  would  cut  the  matter  shorty  and 
promises,  I  think,  advantages  to  both  parties. — ^Yours, 
etc,  W.  S." 

A  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Bell,  written  in  Brussels  a 
fortnight  after  the  battle  of  "Waterloo,  so  excited  Scott 
that  he  at  once  decided  to  visit  the  scene  of  our  great 
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victoiy,  and  set  out  accordingly  for  the  ContineDt,  in 
company  with  three  friends.  Before  leaving  home  he  had 
arranged  the  plan  of  Panl's  Letters  to  his  Kinsfolk,  and 
requested  Mr.  John  Ballantyne  to  correspond  vith  Messrs. 
Constable  and  Co.  on  the  subject  of  the  publication, 
which  he  did  as  follows : — 

'■THra;tT,27a  J«lg  1815. 

"  Dear  Sibs, — Mr.  Scott  left  town  to-day  for  the  Con- 
tinent He  proposes  writing  from  thence  a  series  of  letters 
on  a  peculiar  plan,  vt^ed  in  matter  and  style,  and  to  dif- 
ferent suppOBititiouH  correspondents. 

"  The  work  is  to  form  a  demy  8to  volume  of  twenty-two 
sheets,  to  sell  at  12s.  It  is  to  be  begun  immediately  on 
his  arrival  in  France,  and  to  be  published,  if  possible,  the 
seflbnd  week  of  September,  when  he  proposes  to  return. 

"  We  print  3000  of  this,  and  I  am  empowered  to  offer 
yon  one-third  of  the  edition,  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co. 
and  Mr.  Murray  having  each  the  same  share :  the  terms, 
twdve  months'  acceptance  for  paper  and  print,  and  half 
profits  at  six  months,  granted  now  as  under.  The  over 
ct^ies  will  pay  Hhe  charge  for  advertising. — I  am,  etc.. 
John  Baxlotynb. 
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This  ofTer  was  accepted,  and  the  firet  edition  of  Paul's 
Letters,  consistiDg  of  6000  copies,  appeared  in  January 
1816,  and  was  followed  by  two  others,  amounting  t(^ther 
to  3000  copies.  In  the  month  of  October  1815  Mr.  Scott 
had  given  the  public  the  first-fruits  of  his  visit  to  the 
Continent  in  the  poem  The  Field  of  Waterloo,  the  profits 
of  the  earliest  editions  having  been  paid  to  the  fund  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  onr  soldiers  who  fell  in  that 
great  battle.  No  better  evidence  of  Scott's  constitutional 
good-nature  could  be  given  than  will  be  found  in  the 
strictures  on  this  poem  by  Jamee  and  John  Ballantyne 
while  it  was  passing  through  the  press,  and  the  genial 
manner  in  which  he  either  agrees  or  declines  to  give 
effect  to  them.' 

The  Antiquary,  which  had  been  begun,  Mr.  Lockhart 
tells  ns,  in  the  close  of  181G,  appeared  early  in  May  of 
the  following  year.  It  was  published  by  my  father  on 
the  usual  terms,  and  there  is  no  disclosure  of  dis^ree- 
ment  between  him  and  Mr.  Scott  in  any  correspondence 
of  the  period  that  I  have  seen ;  yet,  even  before  its  pab- 
lication,  John  Ballantyne  had  been  empowered  by  the 
author  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Blackwood 
for  the  first  series  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord.  Mr. 
Lockhart  suggests  aa  a  reason  for  this  contemplated 
deviation  from  the  usual  channel,  that  my  father  had 
been  of  late  less  liberal  in  his  patronage  of  James  Ballan- 
tyne  and  Co.,  and  that  he  may  have  failed  to  satisfy  Mr. 
Scott  in  the  extent  to  which  he  was  prqnred  to  relieve 
the  bookselling  firm  of  unsold  stock.  He  also  allies,  as 
>  Sm  life,  voL  iiL  p.  3S2. 
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will  be  seen  bom  the  following  quotation,  that  Joha  Bal- 
lantyne,  by  disguising  foi  selfish  ends  the  real  state  of 
matters  from  his  patron,  had  favoured  this  desertion. 
I  find  no  proof  of  such  double-dealing ;  and  am  inclined 
to  think  that  Mr.  Scott's  necessities  as  a  purchaser  and 
improver  of  land  are  quite  sufBcient  to  account  for,  if  not 
entinsty  to  explain,  his  desire  to  extend  the  sphere  of  his 
publishing  relations,  and  thereby  increase  the  facilities  for 
meeting  pecuniary  requirements. 

The  circumstance  which  really  led  to  the  temporary 
desertion  by  Mr.  Scott  of  A.  Constable  and  Co.  is,  I  think, 
disclosed  in  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cadell  to  his  partner,  of  Oct  11,  1815  : — "  I  am  afraid  I 
have  lost  us  an  Antiquary  or  a  Guy,  but  most  unfortu- 
nately, in  your  absence  however,  I  conld  not  do  otherwise 
imder  present  circumstances.  I  told  yon  of  the  £35  in 
mine  of  Sunday ;  Monday  brought  me  a  long  Rtory  from 
John,  enumerating  that  sum  and  several  other  pinching 
calls,  and  enclosing  a  bill  for  £176,  covered  by  his  own 
note  payable  in  London,  as  a  counterpoise  and  bait  of 
course.  I  offered  to  accept  his  draft  most  cheerfully ;  but, 
placed  as  the  single  partner  of  a  large  concern,  I  could 
not  da  it  vniJumt  a  cover  of  long  bills,  of  which  he  said  he 
had  £600  which  could  be  turned  to  no  use.  I  annexed  a 
note  of  bills  for  their  use,  which  came  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  £1800 ;  but  he  told  Fyfe,  whom  I  sent  to  ^ve  our 
acceptance  on  long  dates,  that  ail  his  long  bills  were  gone, 
detached  my  £1800  list  from  my  letter,  with  a  netandum 
that  it  was  formerly  much  larger,  and  has  this  day  sent 
to  Bay  that  my  accepting  with  a  cover  would  do  him  no 
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good — keeping  all  tlie  while  my  letter  asking  the  cover, 
to  show  to  Mr.  Scott  I  have  no  douht,  who,  by  the  iray, 
I  have  found,  is  writing  something  new,  John,  to  baek 
his  request,  sent  a  note  of  Mr.  S.,  who  says  in  a  PjST.,  '  / 

have  Ugan  at  odd  times  the .'     The  words  were 

entirely  obliterated,  so  that  I  rather  suspect  it  is  some- 
thing newer  even  than  the  Antiquary, — although  it  may 
be  it,  and  he  ashamed  to  own  it  is  so  far  behind.  I  have 
thus  moat  hurriedly  given  yon  the  outline  of  this  matter. 
I  do  not  know  if  you  approve,  but  I  would,  I  think,  do 
the  same  over  again.  We  must  get  out,  coat  what  it  will: 
their  fall  must  injure  us,  and  with  any  smn  like  that  I 
have  noted,  it  muat  gravel  us  more  than  all  the  Antiquaries 
would  do  us  good."     Mr.  Lockhart  says  : — 

"  CoQBt&ble  hftd  been  admitted,  alnuMt  from  the  beginning,'  into 
the  atcrel  of  the  Novels — and  for  that,  amoDg  other  leaaon*,  it  would 
bave  been  desirable  for  the  IToTeliat  to  have  him  ooatinne  the  pub- 
liaber  trithont  intermptioD ;  bat  8cott  was  led  to  anapect,  that  if  he 
(Constable)  wera  called  npon  to  conclnde  a  bargain  for  a  fourth  novel 
before  the  third  had  made  ita  appearance,  hia  aorDplea  aa  to  the  matter 
of  prva^'og  might  at  least  protract  the  treaty  ;  and  why  Soott  should 
have  been  nrgently  deairous  of  seeing  the  trMisactioD  settled  before 
the  eipinition  of  the  halt-yeuly  term  of  Whitaunday,  is  anffieiently 
explained  by  the  fact  that  though  ao  much  of  the  old  unfortunate 
stock  of  John  BaJlantyne  and  Co.  itill  remained  on  hand — and  with 
it  some  cocanoDsl  reonmnce  of  commeroiftl  difficulty  aa  toJloatiag-bUU 
waa  to  be  expected — while  JameaBallantyne's  management  <tf  the  pecu- 
niary ^airs  of  the  printing-houae  had  continued  to  be  highly  negligent 
and  irregular — Devertheleaa,  the  sanguine  author badgone  on  parchMong 
one  patch  of  land  after  anoUier,  nntO  bis  estate  at  Abboteford  had  alieadjr 
grown  from  ISO  to  nearly  1000  acres.      The  property  all  about  his 

'  My  father,  aa  we  have  aeen  (p.  48  anfa),  at  once  discovered  the 
authorship  of  Waverley  on  b«ng  ahown  the  first  portion  of  the  work. 
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origiiul  farm  Iimd  been  in  the  hftndi  of  rarioiu  stnftll  holden  (ScoUicfi 
ooel-lairdt)  ;  theae  pertoiM  were  thtup  bdou^  to  underatoiuil,  ere 
loD(t  tbkt  their  neigbbcmr  conld  with  diffionltjr  reaiBt  tnj  temptktioD 
Uutt  might  preaent  itself  in  the  ahape  of  an  offer  of  more  aorei ;  and 
thna  he  proceeded  bnjnng  up  lot  iJter  lot  of  noimproved  ground  at 
•ztnvagant  priceB,-~hia  '  aj^wtite  iooraaaiDg  by  That  it  fed  on  ; ' 
while  the  ejected  yeomen  aet  tiiemaelvM  down  ebewhere  to  fatten  at 
Ibeb  kinm  npon  the  profita — meat  commonlj  the  antioipated  profit* 
— of  ■  the  Scotch  Kovelj.' 

"  He  WM  ever  and  anon  pulled  up  with  a  mraaentarjr  misgiving, — 
and  reaolred  that  the  lateat  acqoisition  ahonld  b«  the  ]a«t  until  he 
could  get  rid  entirely  of  'John  BaUantyne  and  Co.'  But  John 
Ballantyne  waa,  from  the  ntter  lightoeM  of  hii  mind,  hia  inoapadtj  to 
look  a  ds7  before  him,  and  hia  eager  impatience  to  enjoy  the  paaaing 
boor,  the  very  laat  man  in  the  world  who  conld,  under  auch  oironm- 
atanoaa,  have  been  a  aerriceable  agent.  Moreover,  John,  too^  had  hii 
profewiuiial  ambition  ;  he  was  naturally  proud  of  hia  connexion,  how- 
ever aecondary,  with  the  pnbUoatioD  of  these  worka — and  this  oon- 
nexion,  tbongh  snbordinate,  was  etitl  very  profitable  ;  be  must  hare 
BDspeated  that,  abonld  hia  name  disappear  altogether  from  the  lilt 
of  bookielleiH,  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  for  him  to  retain 
any  concern  in  them ;  and  I  cannot,  on  the  whole,  but  conaider  it  aa 
certain  that,  the  flrtt  and  more  Mriona  embarrasamenti  being  overcome, 
he  waa  far  from  continuing  to  hold  by  hia  patron'a  anxiety  for  the 
total  abolition  of  their  unhappy  copartnerahip.  He,  at  all  events, 
unless  when  some  andden  emergency  arose,  flattered  Scott's  own  gay 
imagination,  by  uniformly  representing  everything  in  the  most  smiling 
ooloors;  and  thongb  Scott,  in  hia  replies,  seldom  failed  to  introduce 
•ome  passing  hint  of  cantion — anch  aa  '  NtiUwn  Rvmen  nieaC  fi  at 
prvdentia' — he  more  and  more  took  home  to  himself  the  agreeable 
cast  of  hia  £i{Kfim**  antidpationa,  and  wrote  to  him  in  a  rein  as  meny 
aa  hia  own — t.g. — '  Aa  for  onr  atock. 


"  I  am  veiy  aorry,  in  a  word,  to  ctofeaa  my  conviction  that  John 
Ballaotyne,  however  volatile  and  hght-h«aded,  acted  at  this  period 
with  dunning  selfishness,  both  by  Scott  and  by  Constable.  He  well 
knew  that  it  waa  to  Constable  alone  that  hia  firm  hod  more  than 
onoe  owed  ita  escape  from  utter  ruin  and  diahonour ;  and  he  mnst 
alao  have  kaowi^  that  had  a  fair  atoaightlorward  effort  been  mode  for 
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that  pDrpow,  after  t^  trinmphcnt  career  of  tlie  Wavarley  Mrie*  Iiad 
once  commenced,  notliiiig  could  have  been  more  eaay  than  to  bring  all 
the  kSain  of  hi*  '  back-itock,  etc'  to  «  oomplate  close,  by  entering 
into  a  diatinct  and  candid  b'eat]'  on  that  *abject,  in  connexion  with 
the  fntnie  works  of  the  great  Noveliit,  rather  with  Constable  or  with 
uiy  otlier  firet-rate  honie  in  the  trade.  Bat  John,  foreiieeiDg  that, 
were  that  unhappy  coneera  qnite  out  of  the  fleld,  he  moit  hioMlf  anb- 
■ide  into  a  more  elnk  of  the  printing  eompuiy,  Menu  to  have  parried 
the  blow  by  the  only  arte  of  any  coneequence  in  which  be  ever  waa 
an  adept.  He  appean  to  have  lyitematically  diagniaed  from  Scott  the 
extrat  to  which  the  whole  BallaDtyne  concern  had  been  aantained  by 
Conatable — specially  dnring  hia  Hebrideaa  tonr  of  1814,  and  hi* 
Continental  one  of  161S — and  prompted  and  enforced  the  idea  of  ' 
trying  other  bookaellen  from  time  to  time,  inatead  of  adhering 
to  Con«t*bl«,  met«ly  for  the  telftih  pnrpoeea, — fitst,  of  facilitating  the 
immediate  discount  of  billi ;  aecondly,  of  fnrther  perplexing  Soott'l 
affair*,  the  entire  diaentanglement  of  which  would  have  been,  a*  he 
fancied,  prejwlicial  to  fail  own  penonal  importance. 

"  It  waa  reeolved,  aocordingly,  to  offer  the  ritk  and  half  profiti  of 
the  flr«t  edition  of  another  new  noxd — or  rather  collection  of  novela — 
not  to  Ueian,  Cooetable  but  to  Mr.  Murray  of  Albemarle  Street,  and 
Mr.  Blackwood,  who  wm  then  Hurray's  agent  in  Scotland  ;  bnt  it 
waa  at  the  aame  time  reeolred,  partly  becante  Scott  wished  to  tiy 
another  experiment  on  the  public  sagacity,  but  partly  also,  no  question, 
from  the  wish  to  spore  Constable's  feelings,  that  thn  title-page  of  the 
'  Tales  of  My  Landlord '  should  not  bew  the  niagical  words  '  By  the 
Anthor  of  Warerley.'  The  faoility  with  which  both  Mnrray  and 
Blackwood  embraced  such  a  proposal,  as  no  untried  novelist,  being 
sane,  could  have  dreamt  of  hasarding,  shorn  that  neither  of  them  bad 
any  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  anthor.  They  both  considered 
the  withholding  of  the  avowal  on  the  forthcoming  title-page  as  likely  to 
check  very  much  the  first  success  of  the  book ;  but  they  were  both 
eager  to  prevent  Constable's  acquiring  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  to 
publish  for  the  unrivalled  noreliat,  and  willing  to  disturb  his  tennre 
at  this  additional,  and,  as  they  thought  it,  whtjiy  unnecessary  risk. 

"  How  sharply  the  unseen  parent  watched  this  first  n^otiation 
of  hi*  Jtdaliah  CkitKbolham,  will  appear  from  one  of  hia  letters  ; — 

" '  To  Mr.  John  BaUaatyne,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh. 

"  'ASBOTsroiiD,  Aprii  29,  tSlS. 
" '  Dbab  Johh, — J*roe«  ha*  nude*  one   or  two  important  mi*- 
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tekM  in  the    bargun   with  Mamy  and  Blackwood  :       Briefly   m 

" '  l*tlg.  Having  only  antliority  from  me  to  promiBe  6000  copiei,  he 
propoKa  thsy  ahall  have  the  oopfright/or  tBtr.  I  wiU  aee  their  dom* 
cheeaeflnt. 

"  '  2(%.  He  propo«e«  I  ihall  have  twelve  mooUu'  bill — I  have 
alwayB  got  ax.    However,  I  would  not  ttand  on  that. 

"  '  3(%,  He  talba  of  volume*  being  put  into  the  publiafaer's  handa 
to  coniider  aod  decide  on.  No  aucb  thing  ;  a  bare  peniaal  at  St. 
John  Street  only, 

"  'Then  for  omietioni — it  ia  ncn  atipnlated  that  we  aapply  the 
p^ier  and  piint  of  aaccenive  editiona.  Thia  tnnit  be  nailed,  and  not 
left  to  nudentanding.  Secondly,  I  will  have  Loodon  billa  aa  well  aa 
Blackwood'*. 

"  *  If  they  agree  to  theae  conditiona,  good  and  we^.  If  they  demnr, 
Conatable  moat  be  inatantly  bied ;  giving  half  to  the  Loiigmsna,  and 
KM  drawing  on  Ih^a  for  tiiat  moiety,  or  Conatable  lodging  their  bill  in 
onr  hand*.  Yon  will  nndentand  it  ia  a  foor-valume  touch — a 
work  totally  different  in  atyle  and  atructnre  from  the  others ;  a  new 
caat,  in  ahort,  of  the  net  which  haa  hitherto  made  miracvloua  draught*. 
I  do  not  limit  yon  to  tenna,  becauae  I  think  yon  will  make  them 
better  than  I  can  do.  Bnt  he  moat  do  more  than  other*,  aince  he 
will  not  or  cannot  print  with  na.  For  every  point  but  that;  I  would 
rather  deal  with  Conatable  than  any  one  ;  he  ha*  alway*  shown 
himaelf  apiiited,  judicioua,  and  liberal.  Blackwood  matt  be  brought 
to  the  point  imUaUl]/ ;  and  uAmnwr  he  demon,  Conatable  moat  be 
treated  with ;  for  there  ia  no  nse  in  anffering  the  thing  to  be  blown  on. 
At  the  aame  time,  you  need  not  conceal  from  him  that  there  were  gome 
propoaala  elaewhere,  but  you  may  add,  with  trnth,  I  would  rather 
eloae  with  him. — Youra  truly,  W.  S. 

"  '  P.8. — I  think  Constable  should  jump  at  thia  affair  :  for  I  believe 
the  work  will  be  very  popular.' 

"Meaars.  Murray  and  Blackwood  agreed  to  all  the  author's  con- 
ditiona here  expressed.  They  also  reUeved  John  Ballantyne  and  Co. 
of  stock  to  the  value  of  £500 ; '  and  Mr.  Murray  at  least  roost, 
moreover,  have  lubsequently  consented  to  anticipate  the  period  of 
hia  paymenta." 

1  See  Life,  vol  iv.  pp.  16-20. 
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Ur.  John  BaUsntjuc — Lettvn  on  ths  Hiitor;  of  Svotland— HtroLd  the 
D»untle»»— Rob  Roy— CleaTaniM  of  "  tlio  Augo«n  SUble  "—Second  Series 
of  Tales  or  H;  Undlonl,  Thd  Hurt  of  Uidlothkn-The  Regtlla. 

This  occasional  desertion  by  Mr.  Scotfc,  to  -whatever  it 
may  be  attributed,  and  disappointing  as  it  most  have 
been  to  Constable  and  Co.,*  led  to  no  open  breach,  and 
John  Ballantyne  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  finu 
from  Paria  on  8th  August  1816  : — 

»  Fuia,  aih  Avfput  1S16. 

"  Dear  Sirs, — I  imagine  your  surprise  when  you  see  a 
letter  from  across  the  water,  unless  you  know  '  the  sweet 
little  roman  hand.'  O  yes,  these  are  your  '  c's  and  your 
tt'a  and  your  i,'  hien  connu ;—  and  weel  missed  for  the  last 
seven  weeks,  I  daresay  my  friend  Mr.  Cadell  thinks.  I 
could  wager  anything  that  before  he  has  got  this  length, 
he  has  said,  '  And  we  would  not  have  got  a  letter  now, 
unless  there  had  been  a  snifter  in 't ' — and  so  there  is. 

I  IfindinftletterfiomHr.Cftdalltomyffttlier.of  MDecemberlSlB, 
the  fcdlowing  pMa»ge ;  — "  AU  tnd  Hundry  recogaise  the  anthor  of  The 
Tai«i,  uid  I  xamj  9KJ  th«7  u^  almoat  univenally  admired.  Some  good 
judges  uf  that  the  second — Old  Mortality — u  the  beat  of  the  knthor'a 
pTodnctioiu.  Thii  I  wtU  My,  that  when  we  andertook  the  HMory  aijd 
the  Rt^iler,  he  ihonid  have  told  na  oE  the  other,  and  bia  reaaaa  for  going 
elaewhera."  Three  daya  later :  "  Say  nothing  about  the  Talea  of  Uy 
landlord ;  thinga  tciK  eotne  round." 
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"  The  caah  I  got  by  MIbs  Hicka  I  could  not  wait  to 
receive  myself  in  London,  and  left  to  be  done  by  Messrs. 
Hollingwortli  and  Ca  I  have  just  heard  from  them, 
bowerer,  that  the  other  esecntor  demurs  paying  without 
my  receipt,  for  irhich  I  have  neither  the  stamp  here, 
nor  know  the  terms  if  I  had. 

"  Messrs.  B.  Allan  and  Son  will  not,  therefore,  have 
tbiii  stock  (£360,  3  per  cent.  Cons.)  as  additional  security 
on  theii  advances  on  my  bills,  as  I  intended  they  should, 
and  may  therefore  perhaps  demur  at  paying  my  accept- 
ance, £150,  to  you  at  their  house  on  the  I4th  ;  my  bills 
lying  with  them  being  of  long  date,  although  no  doubt 
two  months  younger  than  when  I  left  you.  You  may 
assure  them,  if  you  please,  of  having  the  docimients  of 
this  stock  put  into  their  possession  on  my  return  as 
additional  security  on  their  advances,  but  I  can  do  nothing 
for  it  at  this  moment. 

"  Perhaps  for  three  months  the  matter  may  be  arranged 
with  James  (who  wiU  do  what  is  in  his  power  on  seeing 
this),  in  which  case  the  transaction  will  be  regularly  closed 
by  myself;  but  I  trust  you  will  have  no  trouble,  by 
Messrs.  Allan  and  Son  discounting  for  me  as  much  of 
what  is  in  their  hands  as  will  pay  the  bilL 

"  I  have  so  much  to  say  respecting  this  ride  o'  mine 
(as  the  laird  of  Bonniemune  would  have  said),  that  the 
remaining  paper  is  inadet^uate  to  contain  anything  of 
what  ia  to  be  seen  and  known  here;  I  shall  therefore 
postpone  all  particulars  to  the  first  dinner  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  take  at  Graigleith ;  and  I  assure  you  there  is 
80  macb  genuine  farce  and  absurdity  in  this  chosen  of 
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cities  and  its  people,  that  the  truth  ontruos  all  manner 
of  invention — at  least  of  any  invention  of  mine. 

"  I  am  juat  now  waiting  certain  small  additions  to  my 
funds  in  order  to  be  gone  from  here — for  truly  I  am  tired 
of  it,  and  I  trust  to  be  off  by  the  17th.  In  the  end  of  the 
month,  therefore,  I  trust  to  have  the  pleasure  of  an  audience 
up-staira  by  the  fireside  ;  till  when,  I  am,  as  ever,  very 
sincerely,  your  obliged  and  faithful  servant,     John  B. 

"  I  don't  sign  my  name  here.  My  very  best  compli- 
ments to  Bo.,  who,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the  Co.,  would 
be  rarities  here,  from  the  jollification  of  their  figures. 
Even  I  pass  for  something  in  Paris,  amongst  the  expanded 
scissors  you  meet  walking  about  in  the  human  form." 

The  First  Series  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord,  embracing 
Old  Mortality  and  the  Black  Dwarf,  appeared  on  Ist 
December  1816,  and  within  two  months  after  pubhcation 
three  editions  had.  been  printed,  of  2000  copies  each. 
About  this  time  Lockhart  tells  us  Mr.  Scott  had  "  concluded 
a  negotiation  with  Constable  and  Longman  for  a  aeries 
of  Letters  on  the  History  of  Scotland,  of  which,  however,  if 
he  ever  wrote  any  part,  the  MS.  has  not  been  discovered."  * 
The  following  extracts  from  his  correspondence  with  my 
father,  having  reference  to  this  project — realized  at  a  later 
date  by  the  Tales  of  a  Grandlather,  may  be  read  with 
interest : — 

I  la  ft  letter  from  Mr.  Cftdell,  of  26th  June  1816,  there  ocean  the 
following  aentenoe : — "  I  enolose  a  copy  of  the  agreement  aa  to  the 
History  of  ScoUand,  which  yon  may  want  Do  not  let  L.  and  Co.  off 
one  bodie  of  this  bargain.  They  Bhoald  aa  well  m  we  t«ke  t,  abare  of 
the  burdeni  attending  Mr.  Scott  and  hia  » 
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"  Abbotstobd,  lOtA  October  181$. 

"  Deab  Sib, — I  am  favouTed  with  your  letter,  and  readily 
agree  to  advertising  the  History.  The  title,  I  think, 
should  be  Letters  on  the  History  of  Scotland,  addressed 
to  a  Family  of  Young  Persons.  By  the  Author  of  Paul's 
Letters  irom  the  Continent," 

On  the  26th  October  be  writes  again  on  the  same 
subject,  in  reply  to  a  letter  &om  my  father,  of  which 
unfortunately  I  do  not  possess  a  copy ; — 

"Dear  Sih, — I  have  no  objection  to  your  title — indeed, 
I  think  it  better  than  my  own,  only  I  would  wish  it  to  be 
added,  that  the  Letters  were  written  for  the  instruction  of 
a  rising  fiimOy,  which  is  really  the  trutL  I  beliere  I 
mentioned  to  you  the  strong  reasons  which  I  have  for  not 
giving  my  name  at  full  length,  though  I  have  do  objection 
to  your  telling  the  whole  world  that  I  wrote  it.  Believe 
me,  that  although  a  more  immediate  impression  might  be 
made  by  treating  the  work  with  that  formali^,  it  would 
most  inevitably  lead  to  great  disappointment  in  the 
public,  and  injure  the  book  seriously.  When  a  man  puts 
his  name  to  so  grave  a  matter  as  a  History,  it  should  be 
something  very  different  from  the  rapid  and,  I  trust, 
animated  sketch  which  I  intend  to  furnish.  Men  would 
expect  great  depth  of  research  and  discussion  of  the  dis- 
puted points,  which  is  precisely  what  I  intend  to  waive. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  I  will  make  a  popular 
book,  for  I  trust  it  will  be  both  interesting  and  useful ; 
but  I  never  intended  to  engage  in  any  proper  historical 
labour,  for  which  I  have  neither  time,  talent^  nor  inclina* 


byGoogle 


H  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

tion.  I  think  yon  m&;  lemembei  that  the  Letters  on  the 
Hiatoiy  of  EDglaod  vere  what  I  piopoaed  as  my  model. 
In  truth  it  would  take  ten  yeata  of  any  man'a  life  to 
write  such  a  History  of  Scotland  aa  he  should  put  his 
name  to.  But  as  I  B^d  before,  I  have  no  doubt  mine  will 
be  found  useful,  and,  I  think,  entertaining.  I  assure  you 
I  judge  what  I  think  for  the  best,  and  I  would  not  for 
any  caprice  of  my  own  stand  in  the  way  even  of  your 
wishes,  much  leas  of  your  interest  Both  our  iuteiests, 
however,  are  equally  concerned,  and  upon  the  most 
mature  consideration  I  have  been  able  to  give  the  subject, 
I  cannot  alter  my  first  resolution,  that  the  babe  must  bd 
nnchristened.  The  difference  between  the  popularity  or 
unpopularity  of  a  work  often  depends  on  the  reader's 
expectations  being  too  much  excited,  or  on  bis  finding 
unexpected  pleasure  where  there  was  no  parade  of 
promise. 

"  I  am  glad  the  afTair  of  the  bill  was  so  far  cleared  up, 
though  I  am  aorry  it  should  have  occurred  at  all  in  these 
troublesome  times.  We  are  all  busied  with  getting  in  our 
harvest,  such  as  it  is.  I  suppose,  like  Bums's  old  woman, 
we  shall  win  the  kiru  on  Hallowe'en,  which  I  used  to 
think  an  improbability  in  the  poem. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  very 
muchyoura,  Walter  Sgott." 

Early  in  I8I7,  A.  Constable  and  Co.  published  for  Mr. 
Scott  bis  poem  of  Harold  the  Dauntless.  I  possess  no 
record  of  its  commercial  snccess,  but  Mr.  Lockhart  says  it 
was  "considerable."  There  were  many  friendly  letters 
from  Mr.  Scott  to  my  btber  about  Uiis  period,  but  none 
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of  them  appe&r  to  me  of  eufficieat  inteieat  for  quotation. 
The  following,  however,  are  important  as  relating  to  the 
novel  of  Kob  Boy,  whose  title,  Lockhart  tells  us,  my  father 
had  suggested.     They  are  extracted  from  Scotfs  Life  r  '— 

"  Walter  Scott  to  Jokr  Ballanthic. 
,  **  ■  ABfiOTSFORD,  Monday  {April  1817]. 

" '  Dkax  John, — 1  hsre  ft  good  mbjeot  for  a  work  of  fictdcm  m  petto, 
Wlwt  do  yon  think  Constable  woold  pva  for  a  aniell  of  itT  You  nn 
»w»7  iritbont  taking  le>ve  the  othM  nonung,  or  I  wiihed  to  btive 
^mken  to  yon  about  iL  I  don't  mean  a  continnation  of  Jedediah, 
beoatiM  tbere  migbt  be  tome  delieaoy  in  putting  that  by  the  originid 
pnbliahen.  Ton  may  write  if  anythiiig  ooavra  to  yon  on  this 
nbiecfc  It  win  not  intennpt  my  History.  By  the  way,  I  have  a 
great  lot  of  the  fiegilter  ready  for  delirer;  and  no  man  aeka  for  it. 
I  shall  want  to  pay  np  Borne  cash  at  WhiUnnday,  which  wiU  make 
me  draw  on  my  bnuns. — Yonrs  truly,  W.  Boorr.' 

"  To  TBI  Sua. 

'"  ABBOtawoia),  Safitrdag,  ifti/ 3,  1817. 
"  '  Dbak  John, — I  shall  be  mnob  obliged  to  you  to  come  here  with 
Constable  on  Monday,  as  he  propoaes  a  visit,  and  it  will  save  time. 
By  the  way,  you  must  attend  that  the  niual  quantity  of  stock  is 
iocladed  in  the  artangement — that  is,  £600  for  6000  copies.  My  sum 
is  £1700,  payable  in  May — a  rannd  adjance,  by'r  I^y,  but  I  think  I 
am  entitled  to  it,  considering  what  I  have  twined  off  hitherto  on  such 


*'  '  I  make  a  point  on  your  coming  with  Constable,  health  allowing. 
— lomi  tndy,  W.  8.' 

"  The  result  of  this  meeting  is  indicated  in  a  note,  scribbled  by 
John  Ballan^ne  at  the  bottom  of  the  foregoing  letter,  before  it  was 
seen  1^  hia  brother  the  printer : — 

"  ■  Hal/patt  3  o'dod,  Tuaday. 

"  ■  Dbab  Jamxb, — I  am  at  this  moment  returned  from  Abbotsford, 
with  entire  and  full  success.    Wish  me  joy.    I  shall  gain  above  £600 

'  Vol  iv.  pp.  60-70. 
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— CouUble  taking  my  shu«  Of  (took  alao.     1^  title  ia  Sob  Bog 
— bglhe  AvUuirqf  Warmky!!!^     Keep  tluB  letter  for  me. 

■•  'J.  R' 

"  On  the  isme  page  there  ii  written,  in  freahw  ink, — which  muks, 
no  doabt,  the  time  when  John  pasted  it  into  hii  collection  of  privmt<i 
papen  now  before  «i6— 

"■N.B.— I  did  gun  above  £1200.— J.  R' 

"  Mr.  Fnff  mi^i  well  exnlt  ia  the  '  fnll  and  entire  luoeeai '  of  liit 
trip  to  Abbotaford.  Hii  friend  had  made  it  a  time  gna  tu»  witb 
C<m«table  that  he  should  have  a  third  ■hare  iu  the  bookaeller'i  moie^ 
of  the  bargain — and  though  Johnnf  had  no  more  bauble  about  the 
pnbliahing  or  lelliag  of  Rob  Roy  that)  hi*  own  Cobbler  of  Keloo,  thia 
•tipnlation  had  oecnred  him  a  bomiM  of  £1200,  before  two  jrean  paned. 
Hereover,  one  mart  adinire  hU  adroitDeH  in  pawnadiog  Conatable, 
daringtheir  joome;  baekto  Edinburgh,  to  relieve  hint  of  that  faction 
of  hit  own  old  stock,  with  which  hii  unhaKardoua  ahare  in  the  new 
transaction  was  burdened.  Scott'a  kindness  oontinued,  aa  long  as 
John  Ballantjne  lived,  to  provide  for  him  a  constant  suooessioii 
of  similar  advantages  at  the  same  esay  rate  ;  and  Constable^  from 
deference  to  Scott's  wishes,  and  from  his  own  liking  for  the  humorous 
auctioneer,  appears  to  have  submitted  witb  hardly  a  momentaiy 
grudge  to  this  heavy  tax  on  his  moat  important  Tentures."  * 

Three  months  before  the  appearance  of  Bi;ib  Boy,  I  fiod 
correspondence  initiated  on  the  subject  of  the  Second 
Series  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord.  Whether  the  account 
given  by  Mr,  Lockhart'  of  John  Ballantyne'a  intromissions 
on  this  occasion  be  literally  correct  or  no,  I  cannot  say, 
but  I  shall  quote  it  here,  and  follow  it  np  with  several 
letters  in  my  own  collection,  which  throw  additional  light 
On  the  transaction : — 

'  Hr.  Lockhart  teUe  us  (Life.voL  iv.  p.  68),  "The  title  of  this  novel 
was  suggested  l^  Constable,  and  he  told  me  yeara  afterwaida  the  diffi- 
culty he  had  to  get  it  adopted  by  the  author. " 

i  Life,  voi  iv.  pp.  69,  70.  *  Ibid.  voL  iv.  pp.  108-110. 
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"  Scott  dadred  John  Balluityiie  to  pnpoaa  to  Goiwt«lil«  Mid  Co. 
•  Moond  MTie*  of  the  TaIm  of  My  lAodlord,  to  be  oompriwd,  like  the 
fint,  ia  fonr  Tolvmei,  and  ready  for  pnblicatioD  bj  '  the  King'i 
Birth-day,'  that  ii,  the  AXk  of  June  181S>  '  I  have  bnngered  and 
thinted,'  be  wrote,  'to  aae  the  end  of  tboee  ahabby  boitowingt  among 
friouU ;  tbay  h**e  all  been  wiped  ont  except  the  good  Dnke'a  £4000 
— HUid  I  will  aot  aofhr  either  new  offen  of  land  or  anything  e]«e  to 
oome  in  the  way  of  that  cleanoce.  I  expect  that  yon  will  be  aUe  to 
arrange  tiua  reenrreotjon  of  Jedediab,  eo  that  £6000  ihall  be  at  my 

"  Hr.  Rigdnm  naed  to  glory  in  reoomiting  that  he  acquitted  binueU 
<n  this  oooaiion  with  a  tpeoioe  of  dexterity  not  oontemplated  in  hie 
Mmminion.  He  well  knew  how  sorely  Conalable  had  been  wonnded 
by  leeing  the  first  Talee  of  Jedediab  pobliabed  by  HnTTdy  and  Black- 
wood, and  that  the  ntmoat  noceaa  of  Bob  Boy  wonld  only  double  hia 
anxiety  to  keep  than  out  of  tiie  field,  when  t^hinttbonld  be  draped 
that » leeond  us.  from  Oandercleuch  inigbt  thortly  be  looked  for.  John 
therefore  took  «  oooTenient  opportunity  to  mention  the  new  echeme 
M  if  eamially — ao  ai  to  give  Conatafale  the  impreasion  that  the  anthor** 
porpoee  waa  to  divide  the  aeootid  aerie*  also  between  hi*  old  rival  in 
Albemarle  Street,  of  whom  hia  jealoa»y  waa  always  aentitiTe,  and  bi* 
neij^boDi  Blaokwood,  whom,  if  there  had  been  no  other  gmdge,  the 
reeent  ooodnet  and  nfddly  inanaring  aale  of  hU  Magarine  would  have 
been  anffleient  to  make  Conatahle  hate  with  a  perfect  bktced.  To  ••• 
not  only  hia  old  Scot*  Magazine  edipaed,  bnt  the  authority  of  the 
Edinburgh  Beview  iteelf  bearded  on  it*  own  aoil  by  this  javenile  np- 
ttart,  wa*  to  Um  gill  and  wormwood  ;  and,  moreover,  he  ^imjalf  had 
come  in  for  hi*  •hare  in  some  of  thoae  groteaqne  jeite  cPaprit  by  which 
at  thia  period  Blackwood's  yoang  Tory  waga  delighted  to  saMul  their 
eldera  and  better*  of  the  Whig  pertnauon.  To  pt^vent  the  proprietor 
of  tbi*  new  jonmal  from  acqniring  anything  like  a  hold  on  the  Anthov 
of  Waverley,  and  thns  competing  with  himaalf  not  only  in  periodical 
fiteratnre,  bnt  in  the  highest  of  the  time,  was  an  object  for  which,  as 
John  Ballantyne  shrewdly  gnea«ed,  Constable  would  bare  made  at  that 
moment  almoat  any  aacrifioe.  When,  ^arefoie,  the  hanghty  but 
trembling  bookaeller — '  The  Lord  High  Conatahle '  (a*  he  had  been 
dnbbed  by  these  jeeten) — aignified  his  earnest  hope  that  the  second 
Tale*  of  My  Landlord  were  dsetined  to  oome  out  nnder  the  same 
Mspuea  with  Bob  Boy,  the  plenipotentiary  answered  with  an  air  of 
deep  regret,  that  he  feared  it  would  be  impoaiible  for  the  author 
TOL.  m.  O 
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to  diapOBB  of  the  work — nnleu  to  pnbluhen  who  ihoiild  >grM 
to  t»ke  with  it  the  whoU  of  the  renuumng  stock  of  '  John  Ballaa- 
tyi>e  and  Co.  ;'  uid  Constable,  pertinacioiulj  m  he  had  stood 
ont  agunst  many  more  modeat  propomtioiia  of  thia  natnre,  waa 
■o  worked  upon  hj  hil  Jealoni  feelingi,  that  hia  reiolntian  at  once 
gare  WA7.  He  agreed  on  the  uutant  to  do  all  that  John  aeemed  to 
shrink  from  Mking^and  at  one  eweep  cleared  the  Angsan  atable  in 
Hanover  Street,  of  nnaaleable  mbbiah  to  the  amount  of  £5270.  I  am 
•Mnred  by  hii  mrriTing  partner,  tliat  when  he  had  fiuallf  redisposed 
of  the  itock,  he  found  hinuelf  a  loser  by  fnlly  two-thiida  of   thia 

"  Burthened  with  this  heavy  oondition,  the  agreement  for  the  iaie 
of  10,000  oopiea  of  the  embryo  lerias  waa  tigned  before  the  end  of 
November  1817." 

From  the  following  passage  in  a  letter  fiam  Mr.  Cadell 
to  iny  father,  dated  2  2d  Januaiy  1 8 1 8,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Lockhart  must  have  been  mistaken  in  his  version  of  the 
clearance  of  the  Augean  stable  in  Hanover  Street,  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  effected  till  a  later  period,  in 
accordance  with  a  suggestion  made  by  my  f&thei's  paitner, 
who  writes  as  follows  : — "  A  good  deal  of  thought  has 
brought  up  some  ideas  as  to  Ballantyne's  stock,  which  I 
have  little  doubt  you  will  approve  of — it  is  to  possess  it 
without  any  delay,  and  immediately  print  a  cheap  list  or 
catalogue  of  the  whole  of  it,  along  with  any  of  our  own 
heavy  articles — say  at  25  per  cent,  from  sale,  and  circu- 
late this  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  and,  if  necessary, 
push  it  by  a  traveller,  .  .  .  and  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
19  th  makes  one  hope  that  Bobinson  might  periiaps  buy  a 
large  lot  of  £dinbui^h  Annual  Begisters  in  sets,  and  Swift 
— both  for  America.  By  these  plans  we  may  reduce  this 
said  stock,  and  get  our  own  money  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  it,  packing  the  balance  off  at  what  it  will  bring. 
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We  Till  thua  lay  a  strong  claim  on  the  author  of  the 
novelB  to  prefai  us  to  all  oilers  in  time  comiiig." 

On  the  2l8t  September  I  find  Mi.  Scott  writing  from 
Abbotsford  to  my  father : — 

"Sundag,  2ltt  SepL  1817. 

"My  deae  Sie, — I  hope  you  have  not  foigot  your 
purpose  of  coming  here.  To-morrow  I  go  to  the  Circuit, 
and  about  Thursday  we  eipect  some  young  people  to 
attend  the  county  balL  From  Saturday  onward  we  are 
totally  disengaged,  and  will  take  care  to  contiuoe  so,  when 
we  know  when  to  expect  Miss  Constable  and  you.  We 
have  every  prospect  of  fine  weather  and  a  glorious  harvest, 
after  so  many  fears  and  tremors  on  that  important  subject. 
My  cramps  have  been  tormenting,  but  are  now  mitigated ; 
I  trust  they  are  going  off  by  degrees,  as  they  have  not 
near  the  violence  of  the  attacks  in  spring.' — I  am,  dear 
Sir,  very  truly  yours,  W.  ScoTT. 

"  John  Ballantyne,  who,  like  a  cat,  can  tnmble  out  of 
a  ten-pair  of  stairs  window  and  light  on  hia  feet,  is  on  his 
return  here.  I  expect  Bullock  and  him  about  Tuesday. 
John  is  in  full  feather  and  high  spirits." 


Mh.  Scott  to  Mb.  John  Ballahttne.    . 

"A]aiot«fo»D,ZJlhStpt.  [1817]. 
"  Deab  John, — You  slipt  away  like  a  knotless  thread 
the  other  morning.  ...  I  should  wish  one  or  two  things 
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settled  before  Constable  comes  here,  or  at  least  put  in 
train.  The  one  is  the  tenos  on  which  he  proposes  to 
settle  with  Longman ;  we  mutt  have  London  bills ;  and 
what  else  he  can  vant  I  am  st  a  loss  to  guess.  The 
other  is  j'our  share,  which  maj  be  fixed  at  one-fouith  of 
the  affair.  It  shoold  also  be  mentioned  that  this  matter 
mast  be  kept  qmU  aeerU  till  Bob  Boy  is  out  Any 
neglect  of  prudence  on  this  score  will  hurt  both  works; 
That  all  parties  may  be  assmed  of. — ^Yours  truly, 

-  W.  Scott." 

During  a  pleasant  visit  paid  to  Abbotsford  by  my 
father  and  his  eldest  daughter,  who  was  married  on  the 
llth  October  1817  to  his  partner,  Mr.  Bobert  Cadell,  pre- 
liminaries were  arranged  for  the  publication  of  the  Second 
Series  of  the  Tales  of  My  Landlord.  The  following  letter 
records  a  fresh  purchase  of  land  by  iSs.  Scott  :— 

Mb.  Scorr  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  Abbotsvors,  Wth  OaAtr  tS17. 
"  Beab  Sib, — I  have  to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for 
the  curious  letters — one  by  my  father's  grandfather,  the 
Laird  of  Newmains ;  one  respecting  Harden,  who  appears 
to  have  been,  like  some  of  bis  descendants,  occasionaUy 
short  of  cash.  They  are,  however,  a  thriving  generation 
in  their  way,  and  taking  them  on  the  whole.  I  have 
bought  Toftfield,  which  will  clear  the  epmran  which  yon 
have  80  lately  filled.  I  fancy,  by  the  very  curious  purse 
you  have  so  obligingly  given  me,  yon  had  a  mind  to  give 
me  a  bint  how  to  ke^  my  cash;  for  if  I  oooe  oould  put 
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it  into  Bob  Bo/b  leathern  conTenience,  I  defy  miy  one  to 
find  the  means  of  getting  it  out  again.  Hitheito  our 
united  ingsnnity  has  not  been  Mb  to  find  the  mode  of 
openiog  it.  However,  if  I  ean  put  no  money  into  the 
Highlandman's  sporran,  I  can  contrire  to  make  them  pnt 
some  into  mine,  which  ia  aa  mnch  to  die  purpose. 

"  Our  womanldnd  request  to  be  particularly  remembered 
to  Miss  C<uistable,  and  are  very  happy  she  found  Tweed- 
dale  agreeabia  I  send  this  b^  a  packet  to  John  B.,  and 
am,  in  haste,  youis  truly,  Walieb  Scoit. 

"  The  atone  from  Ijnlithgow  is  very  cniioua." 

The  Messrs.  Longman  had  declined  to  accept  a  share  in 
The  Talee  on  tiie  terms  proposed  to  them;  and  with 
reference  to  their  declinature,  and  the  Duke  of  Bucclench's 
bond  for  £4000,  Scott  writes  aa  follows  to  John  Ballan- 
tyne : — 

Mb.  Scott  to  Mb.  John  BALLAinrNK 

"  Bvudag  tvening,  9A  Nov.  1817. 
"  Loognum's  answer  must  be  considered  as  shutting  the 
chequer  with  respect  to  the  Talea  Ton  .can  only  regret  it 
is  not  in  your  power  to  admit  them  into  the  bargain,  as 
Mr.  Constable  takes  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  others  the 
share  reserved  for  them,  in  consequence  of  their  finally 
rejectii^;  it,  but  whatever  share  he  may  be  disposed  to 
admit  them  to,  whether  with  or  withont  stock,  yon  will  be 
happy  to  consent  to  on  the  part  of  the  author.  Mr.  Con- 
stable wrote  to  me  that  he  proposes  to  make  payment  of 
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the  sliaie  leeerved  for  Longman  and  Co.,  in  good  accepted 
bills  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  salt  my  conveoience ;  you  will 
therefore  forthwith  arrange  with  Mr.  Cadell  the  day  and 
manner  in  which  the  bond  is  to  be  taken  up.  The  agree- 
ment states  that  from  £4000  to  £6000  is  to  be  placed  at 
my  command  at  Martinmas,  but  if  anything  above  £4000 
be  wanted,  acceptances  from  the  parties  to  myself  will  do 
well  enough.  Tou  will  lose  no  time  in  this  matter ;  all 
onr  intercourse  with  the  bond-holders  having  been  through 
"ULr.  Cadell,  he  will  of  course  take  the  trouble  finally  to 
close  with  them.  I  wish  him  joy  of  hia  change  of  con- 
dition, and  hope  soon  to  do  it  personally. 

"  The  illness  is  quite  off,  but  Clarkson  says  I  must  take 
a  few  days'  holidays ;  they  will  be  my  last,  for  winter 
must  be  well  and  seriously  employed. — Yours  truly, 

"■W.S." 

On  the  subject  of  the  declinature  by  Messrs.  Longman, 
Mr.  Scott  wrote  as  follows  to  my  father : — 

Mk.  Scorr  to  Mr.  Cohbtable. 

"Abbotsto&d,  10e&  November  1817. 

"  Beab  Sir, — 1  wrote  to  you  half  a  letter,  but  after- 
wards thooght  it  worth  while  to  wait  a  final  answer  &om 
Longman's  house.  I  was  not  desirous  to  fling  the  door 
in  their  face,  though  indiSerent  to  their  thinking  proper 
to  shut  it  npou  themselves.  Their  ultimate  answer  inti- 
mated a  desire  to  take  the  share  retained,  wUhovi  any 
part  of  the  stock,  on  the  terms  settled  with  you.  I  have 
desired  J.  R  to  reply  that  they  having  definitively  de- 
clined the  share  and  tenns  proposed,  the  whole  bai^ain 
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wae  in  coasequence  taken  up  by  your  booae,  who  would 
be  the  proper  peisons  to  deal  with  aa  to  the  shaie  and 
teims  they  mi^t  wish.'  So  you  have  the  staff  in  your 
own  band,  and,  as  yon  are  on  the  apot,  can  manage  it 
your  own  way.  Depend  on  it,  tbat,  barring  unforeseen 
illness  or  death,  these  will  be  the  best  volumes  which 
have  appeared.  I  pique  myself  on  the  fiist  tale,  which  ia 
called  The  Heart  of  Midlothian.  I  have  been  dreadfoUy 
broke  in  upon  by  company  here,  otherwise  Sob  Koy  would 
have  been  out  But  not  having  even  a  closet  to  be 
private  in.  my  couise  has  necesaarUy  been  retarded  But 
time  lost  shall,  and  indeed  must,  be  made  up,  and  you 
know  how  I  can  move  upon  a  pinch.  I  have  had  a 
bad  touch  of  the  cramp  on  the  change  of  weather,  but  it 
gave  way  to  bleeding  without  any  bad  consequences — 
save  the  fiight 

"  Please  ia  write  to  Mr.  Cadell  and  send  the  needful 
for  making  up  Longman's  share  of  the  bond-money.  I 
shall  want  only  £^000,  unless  I  buy  more  land ;  but  if  I 
do  this  desperate  deed,  simple  acceptances  will  serve  for 
the  odd  £1000,  stipulated  to  be  payable  at  Martinmas  if 
required.     My  neighbour  Kicol  Milne  is  mighty  desirous 

^  Hemm.  Longman  TBiy  lutnrall;  felt  annoyed  by  t^ie  irane  of  thia 
negotimtiDii,  -with  regard  to  whioh  Mr.  Cadell  quaintly  expreaaea  him- 
aelf  aa  follow*  :— "  A*  to  Longman  and  Co.,  I  have  no  beaitation  in 
•dmittitig  that  it  ia  onr  interest  to  keep  well  with  them ;  and  nothing 
would  give  me  more  ane«aineaa  than  to  lee  any  differauce;  bat  for  the 
life  of  me  I  aee  no  oocaaion  for  any  tacrifCee  o*  our  part  to  attain  what 
ia  not  in  danger.  They  have  themaelvea  to  blame  for  the  want  of  the 
Talea,  and  may  gmmble  aa  they  chooae  ;  -we  hare  Taggy  by  Pie  tail, 
and  if  we  bare  inflnenoe  to  keep  the  beat  anthor  of  Uie  day,  we  onght 


byGoogle 


104  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

I  should  buy,  at  a  mighty  high  rate,  some  land  between 
me  and  the  lake,  which  lies  mighty  coaTeuient,  bnt  I  am 
mighiill/  detemuQed  to  give  nothing  more  than  the  value, 
60  that  it  ia  likely  to  end  like  the  old  proverb  £x  Niek'Ua 
NiehUfit. 

"I  viah  yon  edncerely  joy  of  Miss  Cobatable'a  veiy 
deBirable  Bet^emeut,  which  promises  much  happiness  on 
all  sides. 

"  There  was  B  pubhcation,  within  this  yeax  or  two,  <<£ 
the  mnaic  and  songs  connected  with  Shakespeare.  Toa 
will  ob1%e  me  greatly  by  procuring  me  a  copy.  "When  I 
hert  write  to  you,  I  will  send  under  Mr.  Freeling'B  cover 
R  letter  or  two  for  authors  in  foreign  parts,  which  I  will 
oommand  to  your  attentioD  in  gettii^  them  forwarded. 

"  Please  to  address  to  Edinburgh,  as  I  shaU  be  there 
in  the  end  of  the  week. — Tours  truly, 

*•  Walter  Scott. 

"  I  find  I  have  missed  tJie  post,  80  Send  to  yout  fHendly 
Care,  under  Mr.  Freeling'B  cover,  two  letters,  one  for  Mr. 
Douce,  whose  present  address  you  will  learn  at  Longman's 
or  Triphook'fl,  and  one  for  Madame  St^ubart,  translator  (tf 
some  ballads  of  mine,  which  Bghn,  the  German  bookseller 
in  Covent  Garden,  will  take  care  to  send  safe  if  you  com- 
mend it  to  his  charge. 

"We  have  just  received  information  of  tbe  great  loss 
which  the  country  haa  sustained.  Under  every  point  of 
view  it  is  a  fearful  calamity."' 
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Mbssks.  Constabuc  ahd  Co.  to  Mb.  Soott.' 

"Edihbcrqh,  2ltt2fov.  1817. 

"Snt, — In  conseqiiflDCe  of  the  Conversatioii  our  Mr. 
Cadell  had  with  you  yesterday,  the  proper  intimation  has 
this  day  been  given  in  writing  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of 
the  bond,  and  the  whole  atun  of  four  thousand  pounds  will 
thus  fall  to  be  paid  at  the  next  term  of  WMteunday. 

"  Having  duly  considered  all  the  clroamstancea  of  thid 
transaction,  and  what  appear  to  be  your  Wishes  on  the 
subjed^  besides  putting  the  matter  oat  of  the  readt  of  dia- 
pute  or  annoyance  to  any  of  the  porUea,  We  will  take  upon 
outsdres  the  obligation  of  making  good  this  payment  of 
£4000  sterling,  at  the  next  term  of  Whitsunday ;  and 
further,  as  this  arrangement  takes  a  large  sum  of  n^otifr- 
ti<Hi,  and  keepa  our  name  from  appearing  on  bills  to  a  con- 
siderable  extent,  in  the  transaction  lately  entered  into 
with  Mr.  John  Ballantyne,  we  ei^age  also  to  pay  the 
annuity  on  said  bond  foi  that  period  of  six  months,  and  to 
relieve  you  of  all  expenses  and  trouble  attendii^^  it  &om 
this  time ;  the  legal  steps  being  taken,  we  can  insure  the 
bond  being  put  into  your  hands  cancelled  at  May  1818. 
It  being  understood  that  tbis  bond  of  £4000,  when  so  paid 
or  delivered  up,  goes  in  part  of  the  sums  to  be  made  good 
by  ua  in  the  transaction  with  Mr.  John  Ballantyne  before 
alluded  to.  The  proportions  of  the  extraexpenae  incurred 
in  the  present  case  we  can  realize  from  the  other  parties 
to  the  transaction.  Your  acknowledgment  of  this  we  pre- 
sume will  be  quite  sutKcient      A.  CoksTabls  AKD  Co.* 

'  This  letter  ia  mitten  in  uune  of  the  firm  by  Mr.  Cadell,  hi* 
partner  being  »t  the  tune  London. 
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Mr.  Scott  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  Abbotbfokd,  Deer.  31,  1817. 

"  Bear  Sir, — I  had  a  very  bad  touch  of  the  cramp  for 
about  three  weeka  in  November,  which,  with  its  natuTal 
attendants  of  dulnesa  and  weakness,  made  me  unable  to 
get  our  matters  forward  till  last  week,  when  all  was 
ended  so  far  as  depended  on  me.  I  am  resting  myself 
here  a  few  days  before  commencing  my  new  labours, 
which  will  be  untrodden  ground,  and,  I  think,  pretty 
likely  to  succeed.  I  suppose  you  wiU  soon  leave  town, 
in  which  case  I  will  beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  a 
small  commission  or  two  for  me.  Ton  remember  you 
said  you  thought  you  could  get  the  new  State  Trials  for 
me,  and  take  my  folios  in  exchange.  I  fancy  Howel's  is 
a  very  superior  book.  And  if,  in  your  walks,  you  can 
get  me  a  copy  of  the  music  belongii^  to  Shakespeaie, 
which  was  published  some  short  time  ago,  you  will  oblige 
me  much,  as  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  it  here. 

"  I  think  I  have  fonnd  out  a  remedy  for  my  troublesome 
disorder ;  at  any  rate  the  nature  of  its  recurrii^  shows  that 
it  is  not  dangerous,  as  I  at  first  apprehended. — Believe 
me,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

This  letter  was  written  on  the  day  on  which  Bob  Koy 
was  given  to  the  public.  The  first  edition  consisted  of 
10,000  copies,  and  within  three  weeks  after  its  publica- 
tion a  second  of  3000  copies  was  at  press. 

On  the  16th  January  1818 Mr.  Cadell writes  : — "I  had 
yesterday  a  call  fixim  the  author  of  Eob  Roy,  looking  as 
healthy  as  possibla    He  is  to  begin  the  new  Tales  imme- 
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diately  after  &&  funeral  of  James  BaUantyoe's  mother. 
He  wants  all  the  tracts,  pamphlets,  etc.,  that  we  can  get 
him  about  Captain  Porteoua'e  mob,  for  the  tale,  The  Heart 
of  Midlothian.  He  was  in  great  glee ;  but  as  he  stopped 
but  a  short  time,  I  had  scarcely  an  opportunity  of  more 
than  hinting  tliat  three  volnmea  now  and  three  in  autumn 
would  very  much  increase  the  interest.  I  will  get  David 
to  look  among  your  books  for  all  he  can  collect  about 
Captain  ForteonB,  and  take  them  to  him.  I  mentioned  to 
Mr.  S.  that  there  was  a  German  translation  of  Guy  Mau- 
nering  among  David's  collections  in  Germany,  which  I 
will  get,  and  take  to  Castle  Street  He  wants  to  see  David, 
who  can  call  on  him  with  the  traiulatiDns  of  the  poems  ; 
but  it  would  not  do  for  him  to  take  Guy,  in  case  Mr.  S. 
might  feel  hurt  at  the  expag^."'  On  the  30Ui  of  the  same 
month  Mr.  CadeU  writes : — "  It  gives  me  no  small  pleasure 
to  inform  you  that  the  new  Tales  of  My  LaTuilord  are  at 
press !  1 !  and,  what  is  more,  a  considerable  portion  of  them. 
The  author  says  that  he  feels  himself  very  strong  with  what 
he  has  now  in  hand.  The  report  of  such  being  forthcoming 
is  gaining  ground,  but  the  author  does  not  wish  them 
announced  for  a  long  time  yet,  and  I  dare  say  he  is  right," 
The  trade  were  in  great  anxie^  at  this  time — not,  I 
fear,  from  alt(^ther  disintereBted  motives — about  the 
health  of  Mr.  Scott,  and  on  February  6th  Mr.  Cadell, 
who,  judging  &om  his  letters  on  the  subject,  had 
liimself  been  one  of  the  most  despondent,  sends  tlie 
following  comforting  assurance  to  my  &ther,  then  in 
London  : — "  The  Mow  are  all  wrong  about  Mr.  Scott.  I 
saw  his  doctor  yesterday,  who  said  he  was  amazingly  well. 
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and  had  not  had  tiie  periodical  return  of  cramp  which  he 
has  been  accustomed  to  have  for  some  months  psBt,  which 
is  considered  a  very  good  omen  ;  and  I  hear  from  Tarioos 
quaiters  that  he  is  in  great  glee,  working  away  at  the 
Tales.  The  first  tale  ia  to  he  The  Heart  of  Midlothian ; 
the  second,  the  Regalia,'^  whidi  was  found  on  Wednesday. 
Yon  hare  with  this  a  fnll  accoont  from  the  Coniant  of 
yesterday,  written  by  Mr,  Scott"  A  portion  of  t^s 
original  manuscript  of  this  account  is  in  my  poBseesion. 

On  the  12th  Febmary  1618,  my  father,  who  had  been 
upwards  of  three  years  a  widower,  married  Charlotte 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Neale,  Esq.,  who  had  been  a 
merchant  in  Edinburgh,  and  whose  family  had  removed 
to  England  after  his  death.  This  event  was  hailed  with 
xmmingled  satisfaction  by  Ids  family  and  friends,  and  is 
thus  referred  to  two  days  later  by  Mr.  Cadell : — "  I  sit 
down  with  a  new  pen  and  a  sheet  of  particular  paper  to 
tender  to  yon  and  my  mamma,  from  myself  and  my 
much-prized  partner,  our  best  and  warmest  oongiatnla- 
tioQS.  .  .  .  Let  me  now  tell  yon,  that  althoogfa  yon  were 
of  the  order  of  the  rueful  countenance  on  the  Hth  of 
October  last,  that  day,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  turn  out  to 
have  been  a  propitious  one  for  us  alL"* 

1  Mr.  8oaU  miut  hsn  ooDtempIated  b  Tale  in  oonnszian  with  thia 
■nbJBCt,  Mid  aftemrdi  kbaudoaed  the  idea.  In  a  letter  to  Daniel 
Tertyi  ^^mI  8th  Fehrnarjr  1818,  b«  aaya,  "abeaatifol  Dnma  mi^ht 
be  mad«  of  the  ooneealment  of  the  Scotch  regalia  during  the  troablea." 
— See  life,  voL  iv.  p.  126. 

*  Ala*  for  hnnuui  foi«ei^t  I  Uy  ■Uter'a  ahort  bat  h^pf  nnioa 
with  Mr.  Cadell  waa  twrninatnH  by  her  deatli  on  the  16th  July,  then 
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Jotm  Balliiitrne,  IncoaTenlmt  Renewal  at  Bills— New  Tr«TeU  on  the  CoH' 
tinent  projected  sai  contneted  for^Beath  and  Beqnett  of  Hr.  CaipeBtcr 
— Biut's  Letten  from  the  North  of  Bcotluid — Collected  PoeiiiB^-Sale  of 
Copjiigbta — Phyileal  CoBundniiiu-^eiloiia  int«reet  In  James  BallantTne 
and  Co.— Third  B«rie«  of  Talw  of  Ky  L&Ddlord,  The  Brld«  at  I«mmer- 
moor  and  The  Legend  of  HontRMe— Ivanhoe  and  The  Honaatery  in  pro- 


NOTwrrHSTAlTDiNO  the  fiiendly  relations  apparently 
wTiating  at  tiiis  time  between  Mr.  Scott  and  Constable  and 
Co.,  doabtB  seem  to  have  ariseo  aa  to  tlie  commercial  des- 
tination of  the  work  that  was  to  follow  the  Second  Seiiea 
of  Tales  of  My  lAndlord.  The  conduct  of  John  Ballan- 
tyne  does  appear,  on  some  occasions,  to  lutTe  been  rather 
tojtaouB,  and  on  all  occaaioos  moi«  exacting  in  the  matter 
of  pecnniary  accommodation  than  was  either  convenient 
at  agreeable  to  that  firm.  On  Jane  12,  1Q18,  my  father 
writes  to  Mr.  Cadell,  then  in  London : — "  We  have  a 
strong  argoment  in  onr  heavy  concern  in  the  E^iater 
18U,  ISIS,  and  our  taking  J.  £.'b  books,  but  both  John 
and  James  BaUantyne  have  shown  an  evident  desire  to 
quarrel  with  ua  for  several  months  past.  John's  mode  of 
doing  business  with  as  is  quite  abominable :  every  bill 
they  want  renewed — granted  fw  their  own  acoommoda- 
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tion, — he  must  see  his  agreements,  etc. ;  in  sboit,  we  are 
treated  in  an  unbusinesslike  and  most  tmbecoming  way. 
...  I  will  do  aJl  that  propriety  and  prudence  dictate  to 
avoid  any  open  rapture  with  them,  but  I  fear  it  is  at  no 
great  distance.  .  .  .  We  are  under  no  less  than  £7000  for 
them,  which  most  be  reduced.  I  don't  believe  that  Mr. 
Scott  is  aware  of  the  full  extent  of  it,  but  if  the  Tales 
were  finished,  he  shall  be  informed,  and  actually  requested 
to  pay  all  off.  Our  regular  and  legitimate  dealings  are 
Quite  enough." 

The  Heart  of  Midlothian  was  published  in  June  1818, 
and  receired  with  the  usual  meed  of  approbation.  On 
the  15th  my  father  wrote  as  follows: — "I  had  a  long 
conversation  with  John  B.  on  Saturday.  There  is  no 
bargain  with  any  one  as  yet  about  new  Tales,  but  there 
have  been  attempts  from  Princes  Street  John  says  that 
the  author  does  not  want  money  just  yet,  but  may  soon, 
when  billB  will  do,  but  that  both  he  and  '  James,  poor 
fellow,'  as  he  observed,  must  have  slices.  He  mentioned 
having  heard  from  Longman  and  Co.,  but  said  that  he  had 
not  answered  their  letter  yet.  .  .  .  You  will  find  an  appli- 
cation immediately  after  the  present  volumes  are  ready, 
that  we  give  thb  R's  one-fourth  each,  we  advancing  all  the 
needful,  or  some  such  proposition.  I  could  wish  that  an 
arrangement,  if  it  did  not  involve  engagements,  could  be 
made  before  John  Murray  comes  down,  as  I  dread  some 
tampering  with  him." 

Whatever  attempts  may  have  been  made  to  detach 
Scott  about  this  time  from  my  father's  firm  had  proved 
nosuccessful ;  bat  both  partners  must  have  had  their 
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appt^ensions,  for  I  find  Mr.  C&dell,  on  the  16th  August, 
■writing  aa  follows  : — "  Murray  will  visit  Mr.  Scott,  and  I 
am  anxious  for  your  return,  that  some  commumcation  be 
made  soon  about  the  small  edition  of  the  Novels.  I  have 
an  idea  in  my  head  that  may  do  some  good — to  make  our 
calculations  of  cost  with  all  deliberation,  and  consider 
what  we  should  say ;  and  as  I  have  the  intention  of  so 
800D  passing  his  door,  I  could  be  referred  to  as  having  the 
documents,  and  would  talk  to  him  on  the  subject.  I  could 
come  &om  Crailing  and  spend  a  day  or  two  with  him,  and 
speak  not  only  of  this,  but  of  the  Register.  I  would  also 
ask  about  his  promised  article  for  the  Magazina  I  would 
not  be  mealy-mouthed — we  must  be  bo  no  loi^r.  Others 
drop  this  and  get  on  with  astonishing  success  :  we  most 
go  and  do  likewise." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  suggestion,  Mr..Gadell 
visited  Abbotsford,  and  wrote  as  follows  to  my  father,  on 
the  6th  September,  on  his  return  to  Crailing  House : — 
"  The  morning  after  I  received  yours  I  set  out  for  Abbots- 
ford,  which  I  reached  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
I  found  the  hon  in  his  den,  very  busy  j  he  however  laid 
his  pen  aside,  and  walked  round  the  whole  of  his  property 
with  me ;  we  were  on  foot  nearly  five  hours.  We  had  a 
loi^  crack,  both  then  and  afterwards,  on  various,  indeed  I 
may  almost  say  every,  subject,  all  which  I  shall  tell  you 
about  when  I  return.  He  said  he  had  written  to  you 
about  some  more  money,  and  in  the  meantime  wishes  the 
three  £600  biUa  to  stand  at  his  debit.  He  is  to  be  in 
town  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  when  you  may  look  for  a 
call.    He  is  in  great  spirits,  and  I  do  think  we  stand  very 
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well  vith  him,  end  bid  fair  to  retain  t]ie  plaoe  ve  holdi 
He  is  working  hard,  and  says  be  shall  publish  in  Novem- 
ber. He  takes  a  solenui  leave  of  the  public,  and  theit 
turns  his  mind  to  the  Lettets  on  tha  History  of  SootlaDd  ; 
as  he  does  not  intend  to  go  to  Italy  in  the  summer  of 
1819,  but  in  the  following  winter — the  summer  season  in 
that  country  ia  unhealthy.  In  fact,  we  bad  a  crack  foT 
many  boura  I  asked  him  point-blank  for  his  promiBed 
article  on  Dreams  for  the  Magazine  ;  ha  has  that  in  the 
country  however.  I  also  [asked]  birn  about  a  Tale,  He 
thought  it  a  good  idea,  and  after  what  he  has  in  hand, 
might  be  managed.  When  I  return,  I  shall  msntion  to 
you  various  circumstances  to  show  how  necessaiy  it  is  to 
exert  with  our  Magazine — ^to  get  leading  aad  smart  articles 
on  General  Criticism,  etc  It  is  clear  that  he  is  spokrai  to 
much  about  the  other.  He  has  not  got  the  last  Knmber 
of  ours,  which  is  a  pit?,  as  I  spoke  of  the  Beview  by  Mr. 
Wright,  which  he  had  not  seen." 

lAter,  on  the  6tJi  November,  Mr.  Cadell  writes :— ^'  With 
this  you  have  copy  of  John  Ballentyne's  commnnioation, 
whidi,  on  the  whole,  I  cannot  but  Look  upon  48  most 
advantageous.  It  is  unoonneeted  with  bfid  books,  and  14 
got  for  the  bare  advance  of  a  portion  of  the  {«ofita ;  in 
fact,  for  such  a  work,  and  from  such  an  author,  the  termq 
are  most  favourable,  .  .  .  and  if  health  or  the  Court  pre* 
vent  his  going,  we  must  just  get  John  to  procure  a  novel 
or  something  dse  in  its  pla«e;  what  we  get  iz  little 
enoi^h  to  whitewash  tJie  E.  A.  B^pster.  What  with  the 
Continental  Letters,  the  new  Tales,  qnd  Uie  History  of 
Scotland,  we  have  a  prodigious  stake  in  the  gnat  man } 
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but  our  iusuranceB^  enable  ub  to  go  further  tban  any  others 
dare  to  do,  and  I  have  little  donbt  we  will  in  due  time  get 
all  matters  made  amooth ;  if  he  lives  there  is  no  fear.  .  .  . 
We  may,  without  being  too  sai^uine,  calculate  on  £8000 
to  £10,000  of  profit  on  -works  already  contracted  for  t  If 
any  incident  prevents  his  going  to  the  Continent,  I  sin- 
cerely hope  he  may  get  on  with  the  History  of  Scotlaud ; 
and  after  that,  if  he  does  not  travel,  write  a  novel  to  repay 
the  siller  which  wiU  have  gone  into  the  '  jaw-hole,'  and  he 
only  redeemable  in  that  way." 

Mr.  Scott  being  soon  afterwards  again  in  serious  pecu- 
niary difficulties,  Mr.  Cadell  went  to  him  directly,  and 
told  him  of  a  quarter  where,  on  his  own  security,  and  that 
of  Constable  and  Co.,  he  might  obtain  the  use  of  £2000, 
and  added  that  he  came  to  state  this  thus  directly,  in  case 
Sir  Walter  might  not  wish  the  matter  to  go  further. 
"  He  mentioned  that  it  would  aid  him  much,  and  that 
he  would  wipe  it  out  by  something  good  in  our  own  way, 
X  saw  something  brewing  that  I  cannot  well  explain  in 
writing,  and  that  we  shall  have  immediately  some  negotia- 
tion through  John  Eallantyna  ...  I  know  you  will  say 
we  are  going  too  far,  I  am  aware  that  the  remark  is 
not  iU-founded,  but  to  his  own  name  we  are  under 
no  risk  of  loss.  The  day  on  which  I  called  about  the 
Tales,  I  clearly  saw  that  something  was  annoying  him. 
Indeed,  he  confessed  that  his  mind,  if  this  measure  did, 
wonid  be  greatly  relieved  prior  to  his  going  to  the  Con- 
tinent" 

a  Becnrity,  recently 
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It  is  Stated  >  that  in  the  dose  of  1 8 1 8  Scott  had  formed 
a  project  of  joining  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  Gaptatu 
Adam  Ferguson  in  an  extenaive  Continental  tour,  aud  on 
the  15th  January  1819  Scott  himself  writes  to  the  latter : 
— "  I  am  not  sure  at  all  whether  I  shall  not  come  to  Lisbon 
and  surprise  you,  instead  of  going  to  Italy  by  Switzerland ; 
that  is,  providing  the  state  of  Spain  will  allow  me,  without 
any  unreasonable  danger  of  my  throat,  to  get  from  Lisbon 
to  Madrid,  and  thenco  to  G-ibraltar.  I  am  determined  to 
roU  a  little  about,  for  I  have  lost  much  of  my  usual  views 
of  summer  pleasure  here,"*  Mr.  Lockhart  makes  no 
mention  of  any  projected  literary  work  in  connexion  with 
this  unrealized  excursion,  but  the  following  correspondence 
of  November  1818  shows  that  an  important  contract  had 
been  concluded  on  the  strength  of  the  mere  intention  : — 

Mb.  John  Ballanttne  to  Mb.  Constabue. 


>,  7A  Ntw.  1818. 

"  I  trast  I  have  to  communicate  to  you  the  most  satis- 
factory intelligence.  On  a  visit  here  I  have  succeeded  in 
securing  by  a  regular  offer  and  acceptance,  of  which  yon 
have  copies  annexed,  the  '  New  Travels  on  the  Continent,' 
respecting  which  the  author  thinks  as  little  as  needful 
may  be  said,  but  this  of  course  is  left  to  your  own  discre- 
tion. I  propose  (as  at  our  communing)  to  have  a  third, 
and  your  house  two-third  shares ;  all  subordinate  matters 
arisii^  can  be  settled  hereafter,  lliis  work  must  have 
great  success — for  we  certainly  know  little  of  the  present 

^  See  Life,  toI.  iv.  p.  22.  >  See  Life,  toL  ir.  p.  328. 
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state  of  the  Continent — from  such  high  authority,  both 
political  and  literary. 

"To  leave  room  for  the  copies  I  mast  conclude  my 
letter,  and  I  trust  to  hear  from  you  in  course.  I  am  now 
hunjing  home  to  raise  my  £1000,  the  £2000  arising  pay- 
able from  youx  shares  you  will  no  doubt  accept  for.  Of 
coarse  I  shall  make  no  objection  to  your  parting  with  any 
share  of  this  copyright  in  London,  or  think  of  interfering 
with  your  arrangements  for  its  sale ;  considering  yon  the 
husband  of  the  book, — I  am  always,  dear  Sir,        J.  B." 


Mb.  Johh  Ballanttne  to  Me.  Scott. 

"  ABBOtBIOKD,  ^th  Nfmmber  1818. 
"  Sm, — 'Acting  Upon  instructions  received  from  Mr. 
Constable  previous  to  his  departure  for  London,  I  here- 
by make  offer  to  you,  in  his  name  and  my  own,  for 
an  edition  or  editions,  amounting  in  all  to  Ten  Thousand 
Copies,  of  a  work  In  three  volumes  octavo,  being  a  con- 
tinuation of  Paul's  Letters,  and  to  contain  your  own 
brther  travels  on  the  Continent  next  season,  a  deposit  of 
Three  Thousand  Pounds  sterling  to  be  raised  in  the  course 
of  the  present  month ;  and,  eventoally,  to  pay  to  your 
order  (aa  usual)  the  frill  half-profits  of  the  above  work, 
payable  on  publication,  without  any  deduction  of  chai^ 
for  advertising  or  other  expense  beyond  paper  and  print : 
the  above  Three  Thousand  Founds  to  go  to  your  debit  in 
the  division  of  profits  on  the  first  edition  of  the  work. — 
I  am,  Sir,  for  Mr.  Constable  and  self,  your  most  obedient 
semtnt,  John  Ballanttne." 
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Mb.  Scott  to  Mb.  John  Ballahttke. 
"  Sm, — I  accept  of  the  above  tenoB ;  it  being,  however, 
understood  that  in  case  either  from  health  or  the  neces- 
sity of  attending  the  Court  of  SesaioQ,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumstance of  interrening  difficulty,  I  find  myself  unnble 
to  fulfil  my  purpose  of  going  upon  the  ContiDent,  I  shall 
be  at  liberty  from  the  engagement,  being  in  that  case 
obliged  to  take  up  the  bills  issued  for  raising  the  deposit 
of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling. — I  remain  your  obe- 
dient servt,  Walter  Scott." 

Mr.  John  Ballamttme  to  Mb.  Constable. 
"  I  feel  satisfied  that  it  is  unlikely  you  will  disapprove 
of  my  part  of  this  bargain,  and  that  it  is  the  one  yon 
would  have  made  yourself  if  on  the  spot;  should  I  be 
mistaken,  however,  and  have  'outrun  the  Constable '  in 
my  zeal  for  so  desirable  an  object,  I  shaU  surely  expect  to 
hear  from  you  in  course ;  the  third  I  have  reserved,  being 
all  I  can  well  undertake  for  on  my  own  account.    J.  B." 

Me.  John  Ballantyne  to  Messrs.  Constable  and  Ca 

"E&iHBVSoa,  10th  Novanber  1818. 

"Gentlemen, —  Having  acted  for  you  and  self  in  the 
annexed  described  transaction  with  'Walt«r  Scott,  Esq.,  I 
hereby  state  that  I  did  so  under  the  consideration  that 
your  house  was  to  have  two-thirds  of  the  work  and  myself 
one-third,  which  I  trust  will  be  satisfactory.  In  Uiis  case 
you  will  please  to  append  your  acceptance  and  agree- 
ment hereto. — I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  servt, 
"  John  Ballahtynb. 
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"  The  credit  will  be  aa  usual, — six  and  twelve  months 
after  pablicatioo." 

"Edinburgh,  Mih  Kovewher  1818. — We  hereby  accept 
of  the  offer  made  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

"  Aechd.  Constable  and  Co." 

"  In  conformity  to  the  foregoii^  arrangements,  I  have 
received,  this  Uth  November,  the  acceptance  of  Messrs. 
Constable  and  Co.  to  four  bills  of  £500  each,  at  6,  8,  10, 
and  12  months,  to  be  carried  on  till  the  terms  of  payment 
as  specified  by  the  author,  or  leaving  a  claim  of  interest 
for  unexpired  time,  to  be  payable  to  Messrs.  Constable 
and  Co.  should  they  take  up  the  bills  earlier. 

"John  Ballahttke,  Agent  for  ike  Author." 

Mr  John  Ballanttne  to  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co. 
"Bdikbuxgh,  lOth  Notemher  1818. 
"Gentleukn, — I  hereby  offer  you  the  whole  books 
attaching  to  my  one-tbird  share  of  10,000  copies  of  the 
work  before  described,  at  10  per  cent,  below  sale  price, 
to  be  paid  by  bills  at  10,  12,  and  15  months  from  pub- 
lication.— I  am,  Qentlemen,  your  ohedt.  servt., 

"John  Baliahtyme." 
"  We  accept  of  the  above. — Abchd.  OONaTABia  amd  Co. 

"Edinburgh,  Wth  November  1818." 
My  bther  was  in  London  while  this  arrangement  was 
being  made,  but  it  appeared  to  his  partner  so  clearly  for 
the  advantage  of  their  house,  that  Mr.  Cadell  did  not 
hesitate  to  conclude  it  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
announced  the  fact  as  follows : — 
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"EoiHBDRaH,  Amday,  SANoe.  1818. 

"  My  dear  Sm, — This  morning's  post  has  brought  to 
hand  a  long  letter  from  John  Do,  at  Abbotsford,  who  has 
a^eed  with  Mr.  Scott  for  Ms  Contmental  Travels,  in  3  yoIs. 
octavo,  himself  (John)  to  have  one-thiid,  and  vs  two- 
thirds,  the  number  10,000,  and  the  division  half-ptofita. 
To  say  the  least  of  it^  the  bargain  is  not  a  bad  one  by  any 
means ;  and  this  is  clear,  whatever  share  John  has  in 
these  matters,  he  certainly  has  the  merit  of  getting  them 
arranged.  I  shall  not  have  time  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
hia  letter  and  agreement  to-day,  but,  as  there  will  be  a 
coach-parcel  to-morrow,  I  shall  not  fail  to  possess  you  of 
it.  The  only  prominent  part  to  be  acted  just  now  is,  that 
£3000  most  be  forthcoming  this  month— £2000  of  itby 
ua.  I  have  no  doubt  John  counts  on  our  doing  both 
parts,  which,  upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
object  to ;  but  when  he  comes  to  ask  it,  I  shall  make  a 
point  of  securing  his  share,  that  we  may  have  a  command 
of  the  book.  I  cannot,  from  want  of  time,  enter  into  the 
particulars  of  the  bargain,  but  Mr.  Scott  binds  himself^  in 
case  of  bad  health,  oi  the  business  of  the  Courts  to  take  up 
the  bills  to  he  granted  on  accoimt  of  this  book.  I  shall 
accept  of  the  bargain  without  any  delay,  and  try  to  grant 
the  bills,  if  possible,  to  Mr.  Scott  himsel£  He  does  not 
wish  it  mentioned  for  the  present.  John  Do's  com- 
munication is,  upon  the  whole,  fair,  and  the  good  of  the 
arrangement  is,  that  it  is  quite  imfettered  with  anythii^ 
but  a  division  of  profits. 

"  As,  in  all  likelihood,  John  will  be  at  me  before  I  can 
hear  from  you,  I  shall  close  the  matter  as  smoothly  as 
1  can." 
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In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cadell  to  my  father,  of  December 
3d,  I  find  tbe  following  passage  with  reference  to  the 
bequest  of  Mr.  Carpenter  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Scott : — 
"  I  had  yesterday  a  call  from  Mr.  Scott  in  great  glee.  He 
said  the  succession  to  bis  family  will  be  between  forty 
and  fifty  thouaand  pounds.  I  hear,  however,  that  there  is 
£15,000  of  it  doubtful.  He  says  he  will  write  no  leaa 
from  this  great  windfalL  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch  la  just 
setting  off  for  tbe  Continent  with  Captain  Ferguson.  Mr. 
Scott  expects  to  meet  him  in  Borne  during  the  spring  or 
summer.  He  is  in  great  feather, — asked  about  you,  and 
requested  me  to  mention  to  you  this  bis  said  good 
fortune." 

Owing  to  some  "  circomstance  of  intervening  difii- 
colty  "  Mr.  Scott  fouud  it  necessary  to  abandon  tbe  idea 
of  this  projected  tour.  The  following  letter,  referring  to 
an  edition  of  Burt's  Letters  from  tbe  North  of  Scotland, 
which  had  been  advertised  in  London  with  his  name  upon 
tbe  title-page,  was  written  from  Edinbuigb  to  my  father, 
then  in  London,  on  the  1 8th  December  1818 : — 

"  Dear  Sm, — I  have  two  or  three  things  to  write  to  you 
about,  and  have  only  waited  till  1  was  settled  in  Edin- 
buigh;  and  now  tiiere  is  added  unto  these  a  trifling 
vexation,  is  which  I  will  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  act  as 
my  &iend  and  agent. 

"  Some  time  ago  Messrs.  Gale  and  Fenner  applied  to  me 
to  publish  a  new  edition  of  Burt's  Letters  from  the  North 
of  Scotland,'  which  I  declined,  bat  referred  them  to  Mr. 
Robert  Jamieson  as  a  person  every  way  fitted  to  do  so ; 
and  wishing  at  once  to  befriend  him  and  to  do  an  agree- 
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able  thing  to  a  respectable  bouse,  I  promised  to  give  him 
access  to  snch  information  as  should  happen  to  be  in  my 
power.  Accordingly  I  put  into  Mr.  Jamieson's  hands  two 
or  three  volumes  of  manuscript  collections  respecting  the 
Highlands,  from  which  I  suppose  he  received  some  in- 
formation. He  did  not  ask  ma  to  write,  nor  did  I  happen 
to  write,  a  single  line  of  original  composition.  Now,  in 
return  for  this  gratuitous  civility  on  my  part,  without 
speaking  one  word  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  after  Mr. 
Jamieson  had  written  to  them  to  say  that  such  a  thing 
would  be  highly  dis^r^eable  to  me,  these  gentlemen  have 
clapt  my  name  upon  the  title-page  of  a  book  of  which  I 
never  read  a  page  or  wrote  a  line.  I  must  b^  you  to 
take  the  disagreeable  task  of  mforming  them  that  I  con- 
sider myself  as  very  unhandsomely  treated,  and  insist 
upon  the  title  being  cancelled.  It  is  a  trick  equally  un- 
worthy of  gentlemen  or  honest  tradesmen,  and  they  shall 
not  find  that  it  will  turn  to  their  advantage,  as  I  will  cer- 
tainly either  apply  for  an  injunction  or  otherwise  expose 
their  conduct.  I  think  I  am  not  apt  to  be  irritable  on 
matters  of  little  consequence,  but  considering  that  I  was 
doing  what  I  could  to  serve  them,  this  usage  is  truly  pro- 
voking. I  could  have  had  little  objeotlou  to  their  saying 
by  way  of  advertisement  that  I  had  given  Mr.  Jamieson 
some  of  his  materials,  and  be  will  very  naturally  have 
said  so  in  his  Preface  ;  hut  it  is  too  impudent  to  put  any 
one's  name  into  a  title-page  without  his  consent. 

"  I  am  much  disposed  to  enter  into  your  views  about 
the  poems.  It  is  unlikely  that  I  will  ever  i^ain  com- 
pose a  poem  of  any  considerable  length,  and  upon  col- 
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lecting  the  whole  and  giving  them  a  new  shape,  I  am 
much  disposed  to  add  to  the  collection  the  Vision  (m)  of 
Triermain  and  Harold  the  Dauntless,  and  to  revise  and- 
coirect  the  wholo  kitt  of  these  rhyming  af&irs  by  way  o£ 
good-bye  to  them, 

"  I  will  be  greatly  oUiged  to  yon  to  look  out  and  bring 
down  with  you  the  last  volume  of  the  State  Trials,  voL 
xxii  as  I  think — it  contains  the  trials  for  treason  in  1794, 
etc.,  and  is  wanting  to  complete  the  set  you  furnished  me 
with. 

"  My  time  has  been  much  occupied  in  the  conntry,  but 
I  am  now  seriously  engaged  in  litenuy  labour.  Other 
matters  you  will  have  heard  of  by  Cadell  and  Jo.  Ballan- 
tyne,  particularly  of  my  intention  to  go  abroad  in  spring 
or  summer.  Abbotsford  is  getting  on,  and  will  he  alto- 
gether habitable  by  Christmas.  We  had  a  grand  gala  of 
the  Forest  troop  of  yeomanry  in  the  Muckle  room,  and 
were  very  merry — it  was  really  a  grand  show  of  the  kind, 
and  the  whole  dinner  was  provided  from  the  farm. — Be- 
lieve me,  deiar  Sir,  very  truly  yours,        Walter  Scott. 

"  Remember  me  to  our  friends  in  the  Bow.  I  think 
all  the  right  in  these  poems  lies  betwixt  you  and  them 
and  myself,  excepting  a  share  of  Mannion,  which  Jo. 
Moiray  has.  If  your  plan  goes  forward  you  had  better 
let  me  communicate  on  the  subject  with  Mr.  Murray,  in 
case  of  any  old  acidity  creeping  into  the  mess." 

In  the  month  of  Janaary  1819  an  arrangement  was 
made  by  which  all  the  copyrights  of  Scott's  works  then 
existing,  with  the  exception  of  a  fourth  share  of  Marmion, 
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which  vas  the  property  of  Mr.  Murray,^  were  transferred 
to  MeBsra.  Constable  and  Co.,  at  the  price  of  £12,000. 
This  transaction  included — 

"  The  taid  Walter  3cott,  Eaq.'B,  preieat  ahare,  being  the   entire 
copyright,  of         .       Waverley. 

Quj  Mannering. 

Autiqaaiy. 

Rob  Boy. 
Do.         do.         .         .       Talea  of  My  Landloid,  lot  Seriet. 
Do.         do.         .         .  do.  2d  Series. 

do.  3d  Series. 

Bridal  of  Trierauuu. 

Harold  the  DanntleM. 

Sir  Tristrem. 

Roderich  CoHection. 

Paol'B  Letten. 
Do.    being  one-eighth  of  The  I^y  of  the  Last  Minatrel. 
Da     being  one-half  of      The  Lady  of  the  I^ke. 
Do.     being  one-half  of      Rokeby. 
Do.     being  one-hilf  of      The  Lord  of  the  lalee." 

Mr.  Lockhart  says  with  reference  to  it : — "  I  may 
observe,  that  had  these  booksellers  fulfilled  their  part  of 
this  agreement,  by  paying  off,  prior  to  their  insolvency  in 
1826,  the  whole  bonds  for  £12,000,  which  they  signed  on 

'  Mr.  MaiT^,  aa  will  appear  from  the  following  letter,  long  reaiited 
all  attempt!  to  indnce  him  to  part  with  hia  ahare  in  this  copyright,  but 
when  at  iMt  be  yielded,  did  to  in  a  manner  highly  complimentary  to 
air  Walter:— 

"  To  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Barb,  Edinburgh. 

"ALSEiruiLK  Sn-KXCT,  Jiaie  8,  1829. 
"Mt  DBABSII^ — Mr.  Lockhart  baa  thia  moment  communicated  yosr 
letter  respecting  m;  fourth  share  of  tha  copyright  of  Marmion.  I  hare 
already  been  applied  to  by  Meaan.  Constable  and  by  Mcsara.  Long- 
man, to  know  what  sum  I  would  tell  this  share  for  ; — bat  ao  highly 
do  I  eatimate  the  hononr  of  being,  even  in  so  small  a  degree,  the  pub- 
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the  3d  of  February  18t9,  no  interest  in  the  copyrigbts 
above  specified  conld  have  been  expected  to  levert  to  the 
Author  of  Waverley ; " '  and  he  is,  no  doubt,  correct  in 
saying  so ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  probable  that  bad 
not  the  large  necessities  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  occa- 
sioned bis  dmwing  without  limit  on  the  credit  of  Archi- 
bald Constable  and  Co.,  these  bonds  would  have  been  in 
due  course  paid  oflj  and  the  creditors  of  their  house,  as 
well  as  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself,  would  have  benefited 
pro  taitto  by  his  diminished  responsibility  for  double  saba 
of  bills. 

In  the  month  of  February  Scott  suffered  severely  from 
a  return  of  the  attacks  of  cramp  in  the  stomach,  and 
writes  from  Abbotsford  to  my  father  on  23d  March  as 
follows : — 

"  Beab  Constasle, — Tou  will  probably  hear  rumours 
of  my  backslidings,  which  may  be  greatly  exaggerated. 
I  have  had,  since  Ballantyne  and  fioss  were  here,  two 
relapses  into  my  eowandrv/ma,  both  very  severe,  and  last- 

lialier  of  tlia  anthor  of  the  poem,  th«t  no  pecnnUiy  coniidemtioi)  wbit- 
Bvor  can  iudnce  me  to  pmrt  with  it. 

"  Btit  then  ia  a  ooiuideratioii  of  mnotlier  kind,  which,  until  aaw,  I 
VM  not  aware  of,  which  wonld  make  it  painful  to  me  if  I  were  to  re- 
tain it  a  moment  longer.  I  mean  the  knowledge  of  ite  being  reqnired 
b;  the  antbor,  into  whose  handa  it  waa  spoctaileanBlj  raeigned  in  the 
•ame  instant  that  I  read  his  request. 

"  This  •bare  has  been  profitable  to  me  fifty-fold  beyond  what  either 
pabliiher  or  author  conld  have  anticipated,  and,  therefore,  my  retom- 
iag  it  on  snoh  an  occasion  yon  will,  I  tniat,  do  me  the  favour  to  con- 
■ider  in  no  other  light  than  sa  a  mere  act  of  grateful  acknowledgment 
Ibr  benefit*  already  receired  by,  my  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  faith- 
fnl  servant,  JoHic  Mdrrlt," 

>  See  life,  toL  iv.  p.  221. 
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iDg  several  hours.  Tet,  strange  to  teU,  I  think  I  am  bet- 
ter to-day,  upon  the  whole,  than  I  was  while  they  were 
here.  Last  night  was  a  cmelly  painfol  trial,  the  spasms 
lasting  from  half-past  six  till  half-past  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, without  a  moment^s  intermission.  Yet  after  all  this 
agony,  and  much  bleeding  and  blistering,  and  dosing  with 
laudanum,  here  I  am  sitting  quietly  in  my  own  room,  in 
hopes  two  days  wiU  restore  me  the  use  of  my  arms — sorely 
mangled  with  lancets,  and  the  free  exercise  of  my  facul- 
ties. On  looking  through  a  copy  of  the  I^y  (terribly  im- 
perfect, by  the  way)  I  see  nothing  to  add  or  correct,  so 
you  may  send  it  to  press  when  you  choose.  We  think 
we  understand  this  disorder  now,  and  though  we  inay  be 
long  of  conquering  it,  yet  with  the  help  of  my  excellent 
constitution,  I  have  every  hope  of  maintaining  a  saocess- 
ful  war  and  being  victor  at  last.  Imagine  that  while  I 
had  screamed  and  yelled  for  eight  hours  through  very 
agony,  my  pulse  never  rose  above  the  usual  temperature 
of  health.  I  have  written  to  Baillie,  whose  prescriptions 
were  so  successtiil  two  years  since,  and  hope  to  hear  from 
him.  If  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  I  am  putting  my 
things  into  such  order  that  you,  my  good  iriend,  may  not 
have  inconvenient  loss  added  to  the  necessary  close  of  a 
very  long  and  most  friendly  correspondence.  But,  not- 
withstanding this  little  hint,  I  assure  you  I  intend,  like 
Sir  Anthony  Absolute,  to  live  a  long  while,  and  pigeon 
yon  of  a  great  deal  more  cash ;  and  I  trust,  within  ten 
days,  to  be  well  enough  to  receive  David  and  you  at  this 
place,  i^reeably  to  your  promise. 

"  I  beg  to  put  yoQ  in  mind  of  the  last  volume  of  my 
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State  Triab ;  also  of  the  Scota  Magazine  and  the  Swiit, 
of  which  I  have  no  copy.  If  you  haye  any  entertaiiUBg 
book  to  Bend  me  it  will  be  charity. — I  am,  dear  Constable, 
yours  truly,  Waltbk  Scott. 

'  As  I  cannot  write  two  letters,  please  let  Jaa  B.  know 
how  I  Bland." 

The  care  with  which  Scott  watched  over  the  interest  of 
James  Eallantyne  and  Company  is  evinced  by  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  my  father,  in  reply  to  his  announcement  of 
an  ornamented  edition  of  The  Tales  having  been  com- 
mitted to  another  printing-house  : — 

"  Abbotsfosi),  26(A  April  [1819]. 

"  Mt  deas  Snt, — I  omit  other  pariifi  of  your  letter  at 
this  busy  moment  to  notice  one  which  gives  me  some  sur- 
prise. Ton  tell  me  you  have  engaged  with  Messrs.  Earn- 
say  to  execute  an  omamerUed  edition  of  the  Tales,  and  I  do 
not  find  that  you  have  previously  asked  Mr.  Ballantyne 
whether  he  could  undertake  it  within  your  time,  and  I 
am  sure  you  have  not  mentioned  it  to  me.  I  think,  from 
what  I  know  of  the  office,  that  he  can  undertake,  under  a 
penalty  if  you  will,  to  produce  the  book  within  your 
period.  There  are  sixteen  presses,  of  which  only  twelve 
are  at  present  employed ;  and  rather  than  these  Tales  go 
anywhere  else,  I  say  to  you  as  the  man  said  to  the  queen 
of  Prance  :  '  What  is  possible  shall  be  done,  what  is  im- 
possible must  be  done.'  I  need  not  recall  to  Messrs.  Con- 
stable and  Cadell  what  passed  betwixt  us  in  their  shop, 
and  that  there  was  an  engagement,  as  solemn  as  a  pledge 
of  honour  could  make  it,  that  the  works  with  which  I 


byGoogle 


126  8I-R  WALTER  SCOTT. 

then  parted  should  be  printed  as  usual  in  Saint  John 
Street  I  should  otherwise  have  given  my  own  knife  to 
cut  mj  own  throat,  and  I  hope  my  right  to  insist  on  this 
will  not  be  held  more  precarious  because  it  was  trusted 
to  their  honour  as  gentlemen,  and  not  put  into  writing. 

"  I  therefore  hope  this  arrangement,  too  hastily  adopted, 
will  be  set  aside,  unless  Mr.  Ballantyne,  on  being  pos- 
sessed  of  the  circumstances,  shall  allow  his  inability  to 
undertake  the  work ;  otherwise  I  cannot  consider  faiUi  as 
kept  with  me — an  impression  which  is  likely  to  have  its 
consequences  on  your  interest,  as  the  present  step  would 
have  on  mine.  I  am  very  willing  to  hope  that  the 
arrangement  was  made  under  some  impression  occasioned 
by  haste.  But  I  venture  to  presage  that  if  an  edition  of 
these  Tales  is  printed  in  the  way  you  propose,  your  loss 
will  be  greater  than  mine. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful, 
humble  servant,  Waltee  Scott. 

"  I  am  always  sorry  to  write  cross  letters,  but  this  is  a 
very  serious  matter  with  me.  I  am  getting  my  health 
again  perfectly,  and  there  is  some  work  in  me  yet  (as  they 
say  of  an  old  horse),     I  hope  you  do  not  think  otherwise." 

The  edition  was  undertaken  by  Messrs.  Btdlantyne  and 
Company,  and  Mr.  Scott's  good  humour  at  once  restored. 

Me.  Scon  to  Mr.  Constable. 

•' ABBcnBroBi\  30A  AprU  [1819]. 

"  Deab   Sm, — Your    letter    is    perfectly   satis&ctory. 

The  subject  being  a  matter  of  some  moment  with  me,  I 

am  very  glad  it  is  so  settled.     You  will  observe  that  the 

quantity  of  the  work  in  the  Canongate  arises  entirely,  or 
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nearly  ho,  fi'om  my  ovn  labours,  and  so  should  in  no  case 
tell  against  me. 

"  Yoar  plan  of  the  biUs  in  the  letter  of  28th  is  quite 
agreeable  to  me.  M7  health  continues  firm  and  well, 
notwithstanding  a  good  deal  of  fatigue,  owing  to  some 
bnstle  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  will  write  you  about  the 
works  on  Sunday.  In  general,  I  think  your  plan  excel- 
lent— ^Yours  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

The  Third  Series  of  Tales  of  My  Landlord  appeared  on 
10th  Jone  1819.  It  included  the  Bride  of  Lammemioor 
md  the  Legend  of  Montiose,  and  was  received  with 
acclamation  by  the  puUic.  Mr.  Scott  had  been  confined 
to  bed  on  the  day  of  publication ;  so  ill,  indeed,  that  he 
himself  despaired  of  recovery.  The  crisis  passed,  how- 
ever, and  so  rapid  was  his  convalescence  that  on  4th 
July  we  find  him  again  at  Abbotsford,  dictating  to  John 
Ballantyne. 

Mb.  Ballasttkb  to  Mr.  Gokstablk 

"  ABBOtSFOsD,  2dJulj/ 1819. 
"  Dkas  Sib, — I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  informing 
you  that  I  have  found  Mr.  Scott  to  all  appearance  per- 
fectly well,  and  not  even  weak.  He  takes  the  utmost  care 
of  himself  I  can  scarcely  snatch  a  moment  to  give  you 
this  welcome  information,  as  I  am  writing  to  his  dicta- 
tion from  morning  to  night,  and  he  proposes  I  shall  do  so 
till  Monday  morning.  It  is  no  pleasant  job  stooping  over 
a  breast  with  a  blistering-plaster  upon  it  (which  is  my 
ease),  to  write  all  day ;  but  all  our  interests  are  too  deeply 
concerned  to  admit  of  my  hesitating. 
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"  He  was  very  well  satisfied  with  the  £105^  and  the 
shape  in  which  it  reached  him.  He  thicks  it  ample  pay- 
meat  ;  expected  about  £70  or  £80,  and  declares  he  would 
not  have  received  a  lai^r  som  than  that  sent  if  you  had 
been  liberal  enough  even  to  have  offered  it.  God's  sake 
push  forward  the  paper,  aa  copy  will  come  in  large 
packets  presently.  Mr.  S.  would  like  to  see  the  type  and 
page  adopted. 

"  Beat  respects  to  Co. — Yours  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  very 
sincerely,  John  Ballanttme." 

Mr.  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  Sunday  eetnitig, 
'•  ABBOTsmsD,  4(&  Jvlg  1819. 

"Dear  Constable, — I  heartily  wish  you  joy  of  the 
BQCcess  of  Jedediah.  I  think  I  can  promise  his  succes- 
sor will  be  as  popnlai.  I  am,  thank  God,  able  to  work, 
and  pleased  with  my  labour.  I  have  writt«H  to  Mr. 
James  Ballantyne,  whom  please  to  inform  when  you  see 
him  that  I  wish  the  present  work  to  be  communicated  to 
no  person  whatsoever  out  of  the  ofBce.  I  wish  the  world 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  debate  whether  it  be  by  the 
same  author  or  not' 

"  Walter's  commission,  outfit,  etc.,  will  oblige  us  to 
renew  some  of  the  bills  payable  in  the  beginning  of 
August  and  end  of  this  month.  I  propose  to  send  the 
great«r  part  to  London  with  Jo.  B.,  by  which  means  they 
can  be  cashed  easily  without  going  to  our  banka,  and  he 
will  remit  you  the  proceeds  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  before 

'  For  Article  "  Drama  "  in  SuiqiUmsat  to  Bncfclopiedi*  Britannica. 

'  iTMthoe,  &  Boroance. 


byGoogle 


ARTICLE  ON  "THE  DSAMA."  1S» 

the  correDt  bills  &11  due.  These  angageineuts  are  now 
mach  restricted,  and  oaly  exist  &om  mj  extensive  pni- 
chases  of  land. 

"  I  hope  yon  will  come  out  here  one  day  and  bring 
your  son  with  you.  You  will  find  me  much  better.  Only 
I  cannot  stoop  to  write  bng.  Many  thanks  to  Mr.  Napier 
for  the  douc«v,T  which  came  by  John,  and  will  serve  to 
purchase  shirts  for  my  young  soldier.  It  is  more  than  the 
arijcle  is  worth  by  at  least  one-fourth.  I  would  write  to 
Mr.  Napier,  but  he  will  excuse  it,  as  the  operation  is 
painful  to  me  &om  the  stooping  posture.  Please  offer 
him  my  n^ards.  I  donbt  I  will  be  unable  to  undertake 
anything  in  the  way  of  review  or  otherwise  beyond  my 
regular  labour.  If  Mr.  Jefirey  makes  out  his  promised 
visit,  however,  we  will  see  what  can  be  done. 

"  Blackwood  and  Murray  have  given  in,  and  accepted 
the  terms  which  they  declined  before.  The  former  had 
the  assurance  to  say  that  his  taking  this  full  advantt^e 
was  merely  out  of  respect  for  the  author.  I  have  taken 
care  it  shall  not  stand  on  that  footing  But  it  is  as  well 
the  business  is  closed,  though  at  some  loss,  which  I  dare 
say  you  will  fall  to  pay  one  day,  with  some  butter  to  send 
it  down. 

"  Anything  you  want  to  know  farther  John  will  ex- 
plain, as  I  have  made  him  quite  master  of  my  views 
daring  his  absence.  I  suppose  the  last  series  will  imme- 
diately go  to  press  again,  which  will  be  clear  gain  to  you 
over  paper  and  print  I  am  glad  your  returns  have  come 
home  roundly  at  last,  though  so  long  delayed ;  but  who 
can  answer  for  bad  health  ?    I  shall  draw  on  you  for  a 

VOL  ra.  I 
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tuU  set  of  tbe  Novels  to  be  sent  to  John  Clerk,  wLo 
kindly  and  handsomely  refused  his  fee  vfaen  consulted. 
— ^Youra  very  truly,  Waltke  Scott." 

On  the  4th  of  November,  six  weeks  before  the  publica- 
tion of  Ivanhoe,  my  father  vrote  from  Edinburgh  as  fol- 
lows to  his  partner,  then  in  Loudon  : — "  I  much  fear  that 
the  author  will  injure  all  if  he  brings  out  The  Monastery 
early  in  the  year — instead  of  which,  on  every  account,  he 
ought  the  moment  Ivanhoe  is  finished  to  set  to  work  on 
the  History  of  Scotland.  The  wants  of  tbe  author'  would, 
I  think,  also  be  better  supplied  &om  this  publication  than 
from  The  Monastery,  on  which  he  has  got  so  much  already. 
...  I  shall  see  whether  I  could  not  venture  to  propose 
this  plan — the  main  thing  against  which  is,  that  John  and 
James  have  no  interest  in  it  Longman  and  Ga  would  be 
quieted  by  the  appearance  of  the  History,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain their  interest  as  wdl  as  ours  would  be  greatly  benefited 
thereby.  Tbe  author  has  the  History  so  much  at  his  finger^ 
ends,  that  he  could  write  it,  if  once  &irly  at  work,  without 
any  kind  of  difficulty,  and  there  would  be  no  delay  in  the 
copjring  of  MB.  He  wants  funds  for  the  present  month, 
besides  carrying  forward  every  bill-accommodation, — this 
I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  see  ere  many  days  pass  over  us, 
but  unless  wiUi  a  view  to  oar  own  decided  and  certain 
interest,  I  will  not  move ;  indeed,  any  other  proceeding 
would  be  insanity." 

'  Ou  D«ee>nber  7th  m;  fath«r  wrote  u  ttiioyit  to  Mr.  C»dell : — 
'*  Mr.  Scott  roiut  hsre  iu>t  oiilf  the  pftper,  £1800  kcoepted  for,  bnt 
ftlio  his  profit!  in  tha  2000  kdditionil  copiea  [not  yet  printed],  Thia  I 
b*vo  agreed  to  grant,  rather  than  have  a  breeie." 
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The  Ret.  Sydney  Smith,  la  the  Farmer's  MagRone,  on  Scotch  Sheep,  and 
Oieo  for  Ptoughing,  and  hU  Critique!  an  Thv  Bride  of  LunmermoOT, 
Ivanhoe,  and  The  Monaitery— The  MoaMtery  publidied  by  Messn. 
Longmiui— Sir  Walter  Scott— Swift— The  Ahbot— Kenilworth— The  In- 
flnence  of  John  Ballantyne — SirWidtar  offen.to  edit  alfoTetiat'a  Library 
for  his  benefit — Three  Letters  from  John  Ballantyne  to  A.  Constable — 
Hill  kindly  nature,  and  bis  death. 

OwDJQ  to  the  fn^mentary  and  interrupted  condition  of 
the  docamenta  at  my  command,  I  know  not  what  amount 
of  correspondence  there  may  have  been  between  Mr. 
%duey  Smith  and  my  father  after  the  former  abandoned 
all  editorial  connexion  with  the  Edinburgh  Review,  hut 
he  was  accustomed  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  presentation 
copies  of  works  which  were  sent  to  him,  and,  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Foston,  he  kindly  offers  occasional  con- 
tributions to  the  Fanner's  Magazine.  His  proposal,  as  may 
be  supposed,  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  my  readers  I  shall  quote  here  the  first-fruits,  in  a 
paper  signed  Z,  on  the  inconvenience  attending  Scotch 
sheep,  and  the  use  of  oxen  in  ploughing.^ 

'  "  To  the  Conductor  of  the  Farmer'a  Magscme. 

"  8m, — It  hat  been  m}r  lot  to  have  passed  the  graatett  part  of  my 
fife  in  eitie*.  About  *iz  or  seven  yaart  ago  I  vat  placed  in  the  ooan- 
try,  in  a  sitoation  where  1  wm  under  the  neceuit;'  of  becoming  ft 
farmer,  and,  amongst  the  many  expenaivB  blunders  I  have  made,  I 
warn  thoae  who  majr  tind  thenuelTes  in  similar  sitnations  against 
SeoltJi  Attp,  and  ozen  /or  ploughing. 

"  I  had  heard  a  great  de»l  of  the  fine  flavour  of  Sooteh  mutton,  and 
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"  Deab  Sie, — I  wish,  when  you  send  tne  the  Review, 
you  would  enclose  with  it  your  Farmer's  JoumaL  I  am 
ft  good  deal  engird  in  farming,  and  will  every  now  and 
then  send  you  an  article  for  my  own  amusement ;  and  be 
so  good  as  to  send  these  publications  in  future  to  me,  to 
be  ieft  at  Pearson's,  Red  Lyon,  Monk  Barr,  York. — Yours 
very  truly,  Stdket  Smith. 

"  Jfoy  19,  1819,  FosTOH,  York." 

In  acknowledgment  of  The  Bride  of  Lammennoor,  a 

it  wu  one  of  the  great  lamrie*  I  promised  myMlF  in  lu-ming.  A 
luznty  it  oertainlf  ii,  bat  tlie  price  pud  for  it  ia  luch  that  I  would 
rather  give  up  the  oae  of  animal  food  altogether  than  obtain  it  b;  such 
a  syatem  of  carea  and  apzietieB.  Ten  times  a  day  my  men  were  callec) 
off  from  their  work  to  hunt  the  Scotch  theep  out  of  my  own  or  my 
neighbonn'  wheat.  They  crawled  through  hedge*  where  I  ihonld 
hare  tbonght  a  rabbit  oonld  hardly  hare  fonnd  admiuiou,  and  where 
crawling  would  not  do  they  had  recoune  to  leaping.  Firs  or  aix  timei 
they  all  awembled  in  a  body,  and  wt  ont  upon  tbeir  return  to  the 
north.  My  bailiff  took  »  place  in  the  xa»S,  punued  them,  and  over- 
took, them  half  way  to  Newcastle.  Then  it  wai  quite  impoaiible  to 
get  them  fat ;  they  consumed  my  tnmipa  in  winter  and  my  clover  in 
the  lummer  without  any  apparent  addition  to  their  weight  Ten  or 
twelre  per  cent,  always  died  of  the  rot,  and  more  wonid  hare  periahed 
iu  the  same  manner  if  they  had  not  been  prematurely  eaten  out  of  the 
way.  My  plou^iing  oaen  were  an  equal  lubject  of  vexation.  They 
had  a  ctmitant  purging  upon  them  which  it  was  imponible  to  atop. 
They  ate  more  than  twice  ae  much  as  the  same  number  of  horsea. 
They  did  half  as  much  work  aa  the  aame  number  of  horse*.  They 
could  not  bear  hot  weather,  nor  wat  weather,  nor  go  well  down  hilL 
It  took  five  men  to  shoe  an  ox.  They  ran  against  my  gate-post^  lay 
down  in  the  court  wheneTer  they  were  tired,  and  ran  away  at  the  sight 
of  a  Btranger.  I  have  now  got  into  a  good  breed  of  English  sheep,  aitd 
useful  oart-horMM,  and  am  doing  very  welL  I  make  this  statement  to 
gnatd  yoang  gentlemen-farmeia  against  Brother  Young  and  the  perni- 
cious nonsense  of  brothst  gentlemen,  for  whose  advice  I  am  at  least 
poorer  by  £300  or  £400.— Your*  tmly,  Z." 
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copy  of  which  my  father  had  sent  him,  Mr.  Smith  writes 
as  follows,  and,  as  his  criticismB  are  generally  just,  and 
always  chATacteiistic,  I  shall  in  future  quote  his  letters  to 
my  fitther  on  similar  occaeions : — 

"  VoBK,  JviUi  36,  1819. 

"  Dbab  Sir, — I  am  truly  obliged  by  your  kindness  in 
sending  me  the  last  novel  of  "Walter  Scott.  It  would  be 
profanation  to  call  him  Mr.  Walter  Scott  I  should  aa 
soon  say  Mr.  Shakespeare  or  Mr.  Fielding.  Sir  William 
and  Lady  Ashton  are  excellent,  and  h^hly  dramatic 
Drumthwacket  is  very  well  done ;  parte  of  Caleb  are  ex- 
cellent Some  of  the  dialogues  between  Bucklaw  and 
Craigeugelt  are  as  good  as  can  be,  and  both  these  char- 
acters very  well  imi^lned.  As  the  author  has  left  off 
wriiing,  I  shall  not  again  be  disturbed  so  much  in  my 
ordinary  occupations.  When  I  get  hold  of  one  of  these 
novels,  turnips,  sermons,  and  justice- business  are  all  for< 
gottea — ^Tonr  sincere  well-wisher,         Sydhbt  Smith." 

On  the  18th  December  in  this  year  the  romance  of 
Ivanboe  made  ite  appearance — a  time  of  much  distress  in 
the  fiimily  of  the  author,  who  on  Christmas-day  writes 
to  my  father :  "  You  would  hear  with  regret  that  the 
succession  of  family  losses  I  have  of  late  met  with  was 
yesterday  augmented  by  the  death  of  your  old  friend  my 
excellent  mother." 

The  sale  of  Ivanboe  in  the  early  editions  amounted  to 
12,000  copies.'     Before  ite  completion  the  prolific  author 

>  "  FosioH,  Dtcmher  26,  ISIS. 

**  Dbar  Sib, — 1  wsited  to  ttwnk  yon  until  I  lutd  read  the  novel 

(Ivmnhoe).     Tb«T«  U  ho  doMU  of  iti  (nao«M.     There  ii  ootiung  reiy 
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had  made  considerable  pn^rese  in  the  writing  of  his  next 
Tale. 

The  Monastery  was  published  by  Messrs.  Longman  in 
the  beginning  of  March  1820.  Of  the  causes  which  led 
to  this  arrangement  I  have  as  yet  no  definite  knowledge;^ 
but  on  the  28th  Maicb  Scott  writes  as  follows  : — 

"  To  JaMKB  BtLLlItTTMIE. 

" '  28th  Marck,  96  PicciDiLLT. 
*"DUB  Jahbs, — I  un  mndi  obliged  by  yonr  ftttentiTe  letter. 
UnqneatiOD&blj  Longman  anA  Co.  sell  their  booki  &t  aabicnptioii 
price,  becftOM  thej  have  the  finl  of  the  market,  and  only  one-thicd  of 
the  booba ;  to  that,  aa  thej  say  with  as,  '  Let  them  oare  that  come 
ahini'  Thii  I  knew  and  foreaaw,  and  the  ragiags  of  the  bookseUen, 
oonuderably  aggravated  by  the  diapleainra  of  Conatable  and  hia  hoos^ 
are  ridiculoua  enongh ;  and  aa  to  their  injuring  the  work,  if  it  bare  a 
principle  of  locomotion  in  it,  they  cannot  atop  it — if  it  haa  not,  they 
ctimotmake  it  move.     Icarenotabent  twopence  about  theirqnaireb; 

powerful  and  striking  in  it ;  bnt  it  is  nnifomly  agreeable,  lively  and 
interestinf^  and  the  leait  dnll  and  moat  easily  read  of  any  novel  I 
remember.  Pray  make  the  author  go  on  i  I  am  sarehe  has  fiveor  nz 
more  aach  novels  in  bim,  thei«foi«  five  or  six  holidays  for  the  whole 
kingdom. — Truly  yonia,  SmiraT  Smith." 

1 1  poBseet  the  original  of  the  following  letter  written  abont  this 
time  by  Mr.  ScoU  to  John  Ballantyoe : — 

"  Tueiday  *ig)ii. 

"  Mr  DXAK  JoHir, — I  have  had  a  visit  from  Constable,  and  took  the 
opportunity  to  aay  that  the  Mon.  would  be  continued,  aweetening  it  at 
the  same  time  with  notice  of  the  T.  of  My  Landlord.  He  was  all  alive 
to  the  last  intimation,  and  talked  of  producing  the  ready  whenever 
called  upon — with  a  fortnight's  notice  only — ao  there  ia  a  plug  fitted. 
I  will  consider  yonr  suggestion  reapeoting  Ivanhoe  against  Monday. 
But  though  the  bAok  is  sold  to  the  trade,  yet  by  an  tmhappy  accident 
a  vessel  containing  6000  copies  was  forced  to  put  into  Shields,  and 
there  ia  not  even  yet  advioe  of  her  having  reached  London.  Before 
treating  for  a  new  bargain,  we  mnat  give  full  time  to  exbanst  the  old. 
— YoniB  truly,  W.  Scott." 
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mlf  I  aaj  now,  u  I  alwajB  uid,  tliat  CoiuUbW*  in*nagemeiit  is  best, 
both  for  hinuelf  kud  the  ftnthor ;  mA  had  we  not  been  con^lled  bj 
tliQ  narrowneM  of  diaconnt,  I  voald  pnt  nothing  part  him.  I  agree 
with  the  paUic  in  thinking  the  work  not  ver;  intetoatlug ;  but  it  was 
written  with  a*  much  can  as  the  othen — that  ia,  with  no  can  at  all;' 

■  If  it  iEna  weel  hohbit,  ws  11  bob  it  again.' 

" '  Mj  occasioQi  here  will  reqnire  that  John  or  you  tend  me  two 
notea  payable  at  Coutta's  lor  £300  each,  at  two  and  three  month*'  date. 
I  will  write  to  Conatable  for  one  at  £360,  which  will  aettle  my  affiun 
here,  which,  wHb  feet  and  other  matter*,  come,  as  yea  may  think, 
pretty  heavy.  Let  the  billa  be  drawn  payable  at  Coutta'i,  and  eeut 
without  delay."* 

I  Of  this  nerel  Sydney  Smith  wrote  aa  followa  to  my  father: — 
"  FoBiOH,  March  2S,  1820. 

"  DuJt  Sot, — I  am  moch  obliged  by  yont  present  of  The  Monaatery, 
which  I  haTe  read,  and  which  I  must  frankly  oonfea*  I  admire  leaa 
than  any  of  the  other* — mnch  leaa.  Snch  I  think  you  will  find  the 
judgment  of  the  public  to  be.  The  idea  of  p^iiiting  ancient  mannert 
in  a  fictitbuB  story  and  in  well-known  acenary  ia  admirable,  and  the 
writer  haa  admirable  talent*  for  it ;  bat  nothing  i*  done  without  pains, 
and  1  donbt  whether  paina  have  been  taken  in  The  Monastery, — if  they 
hare^  th^  have  failed.  It  ia  qoite  childish  to  introdnce  anpentatiual 
agency ;  as  much  of  the  terror*  and  follies  of  luperstition  as  yon  please, 
bnt  no  actual  ghosts  and  hobgoblin*.  1  reoommend  one  novel  every 
year,  and  mora  pains.  So  much  money  is  worth  getting;  so  moch 
deserved  fame  is  worth  keeping.  So  much  amnsMnent  we  ought  all  to 
atriTB  to  continue  for  the  public  good.  You  will  exoose  my  candour 
— you  know  I  am  your  well'Wisher.  I  was  the  first  to  praise  Ivauhoe, 
as  I  sbiUl  to  praise  the  next,  if  I  can  do  so  oonscientionsly. — Your* 
■iucerely,  Sydhky  Smra. 

"  Hunt's  trial  is  not  over.  He  aoqnit*  him*elf  with  great  talent. 
The  general  opinion  ia  he  will  have  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

"  My  Beview  was  sent  by  a  waggon  parcel,  and  came  a  week  after 
the  others  were  given  out.     Pray  take  care  of  this  in  future." 

'  See  Life,  voL  it.  p.  368.  The  "occasions"  here  referred  to  arose 
out  of  the  expenses  conneoted  with  the  Baronetcy  conferred  on  Mr. 
Soott.     Hit  new  dignity  was  gaaetted  on  the  30th  March  1820. 
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"96  PlociDILLV,  28M  March  1820. 

"  Dear  Constablk, — As  matters  stand  witli  me  here 
at  present  I  wish  you  would  be  bo  good  as  send  me  a 
renewal  of  your  not«  for  £380,  due  in  the  end  of  this 
month,  for  betwixt  one  expense  and  another  t  shall  scarce 
be  able  to  retire  it  with  convenience,  having  a  'portion' 
to  pay,  and  Lord  knows  what  besides.  On  the  contrary, 
I  may  even  ask  yoa  for  £100  or  £600  fraternal  assistance 
till  midsummer.  I  write  in  a  most  infernal  bustle,  which 
makes  my  very  brain  turn  round,  for  added  to  the  pell- 
mell  of  old  and  new  fiiends  in  the  whole  hurricane  of  the 
Middlesex  election  passing  and  repassing  my  window 
every  hour.  For  the  rest,  if  I  had  three  beads,  like 
Cerberus,  I  could  eat  three  dinners  with  them  every  day, 
and  am  fairly  in  a  way  to  be  smothered  with  kindness. 
Both  parties  here  rejoice  at  Hunt's  conviction,  one  because 
he  is  convicted  at  all,  the  other  because  the  verdict  is 
special  All  agree  the  judge  is  own  sister  to  the  unfor- 
tunate Miss  Baillie  of  the  song.  I  hope  to  be  down  in 
the  end  of  April  to  witness  that  ceremony  which  cannot 
with  good  luck  be  performed  in  May.'  Your  reply  to  this 
will  find  me  at  this  house,  and  may  be  sent  under  cover 
to  Mr.  Freeling. — Tours  very  truly,       "Walter  Scott. 

"  The  note  to  be  payable  at  Measra  Coutts's  in  three 
months." 

Sib  Waltbb  Scott  to  Me.  Constable. 

"96  PiooiDiLLY,  5fA  AprV  182ft 

"Deab  Sib, — Yonis  with  the  enclosure  came  safe. 
Many  thanks  for  your  attention. 

'  The  mairi*g«  of  Miw  Sc«tt  to  Mr.  Jolin  OibMn  Lockhart. 


byGoogle 


aWIFT.  137 

"  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  on  with  work  here;  peihaps 
it  is  as  well  not,  for  I  am  distracted  by  noise  and  visitors. 
I  trast  to  set  foTwaid  bj  the  20th  oi  2lBt,  marry  my 
damsel  oFT,  and  take  to  the  oar  laanfully. 

"  I  have  had  a  very  odd  communication  from  a  Mr. 
Smith  concerning  Swift  A  quantity  of  original  letters 
and  papers,  formerly  the  property  of  Theophilus  Swift, 
tiie  Dean's  grandnephew,  were  left  in  a  lodging-house 
where  he  had  died  in  miserable  circumstances,  and — 
wonderful  judgment  for  some  of  the  Dean's  compositions 
— were  found  in  the  w.-c.  Mr.  Smith  secured  them,  and 
is  to  put  them  into  my  hands  for  the  new  edition.  As 
£u-  as  I  can  judge,  they  contain  some  novelty,  and  deserve 
to  be  carefully  examined.  Mr.  Smith  has  begged  a  set  of 
my  works,  which  have  the  goodness  to  send  him,  addressed 
in  charge  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  chymist.  Long  Acre,  Ko. 
106.  Address,  James  Smith,  Esquire,  and  put  on  the 
books, '  From  the  Author.' — Believe  me  very  truly  yonrs, 
"  Walter  Scott." 

Sib  Waltee  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

■'  2\ii  April  1820,  PloCASlLLT. 

"Dear  Constable, — It  will  be  most  convenient  to 
renew  the  £480,  which  therefore  I  have  drawn  a  bill  on 
you  for.  James  Ballantyne  will  send  it  to  you.  I  am 
much  concerned  about  our  joyous  friend  Johnnie,  but  his 
heart  is  so  sound  that  I  would  fain  hope  he  may  yet  live 
to  enjoy  the  prosperous  course  of  industry  which  his  exer- 
tions have  opened.    It  is  a  cruel  case.^ 

'  About  thia  date  I  fiod  the  fdloiriiig  from  Joho  Ballantyne  to  m7 
fMbet: — "Yeaterday,  in  oouMqtiBiiee  of  thia  AeamatiuD,  I WH  obliged 
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"  I  beard  the  last  day  of  that  bloody  dog  Thistlewood's 
trial  Their  plan,  looking  to  its  general  results,  was  as 
fooliah  as  it  was  bloodthirsty  and  horrible,  but  they  had 
coaxed  themselves  into  a  firm  belief  that  all  the  lover 
orders  were  possessed  by  the  same  demon  which  agitated 
themselves.  Tliistlewood  declared  every  man  a  traitor 
who  possessed  above  £10,  and  that  the  shopkeepers  were 
all  aristocrats,  and  ought  to  be  devoted  to  plunder.  Ings 
the  butcher  was  to  have  the  heads  and  plucks  of  Lords 
Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth  for  bis  fee,  and  be  h^  his  bags 
ready  to  carry  them  off  in,  and  a  large  knife  to  amputate 
them. — Tours  very  truly,  Waltke  Scott." 

The  next  novel  of  the  series  was  The  Abbott  which  my 
father  desired  sboald  be  named  The  Kun-ncry.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Scott  gives  an  excellent  reason,  had  none 
other  existed,  for  adhering  to  the  actual  title : — 

"  lA  MartA  1S20. 
"  Deas  Sib, — The  only  objection  I  know  to  your  pro- 
posal (if  it  be  an  objection)  is,  that  there  is  neither  Nun 
nor  Kuunery  mentioned  in  the  aflair  from  beginning  to 
end.  I  remember  Harry  Siddons  wrote  a  novel,  which  he 
sold  to  Mr.  Lane  of  the  Minerva  Press,  who,  not  liking  the 
title,  new-christened  it  The  Mysterious  Bridal,  or  some 
such  name.    '  Saar,'  as  poor  Harry  used  to  say,  'there  was 

to  forego  •  dimier  from  our  friend  KiDuur,  and  a  good  party ;  lo-dag 
I  hava  a  coniultation  of  doctors  on  my  case  at  three  o'clock  here,  and 
I  am  qtule  iU  with  torture  in  my  throat,  cheat,  and  bacL  I  wai  think- 
ing laat  nigbt,  it  ]roa  and  I  were  to  pop  oflf  at  this  crisit,  what  a  fine 
'  redd  np'  thejr  would  have  to  set  about  1  But  I  rejoice  that  yon  are 
able  to  see  your  Eriendi  as  usual." 
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neither  mystery  nor  bridal  in  my  poor  book.  So  egad, 
Saar,  the  consequence  vaa  I  took  my  owd  book  out  of  a 
drculating  library  for  some  new  reading  to  Mrs.  Siddons, 
and  never  found  it  out  till  I  was  far  in  the  first  volume.' 
—Yours,  etc.,  W.  S." 

Mr.  Lockhart '  gives  a  graphic  picture  of  the  relations 
of  Scott  and  his  commercial  constituents : — 

"  For  reuoni,  m  we  faftve  aeeo,  oonnected  vitb  the  affurg  of  the 
BiDamtynes,  Maun.  Longman  pnbluhed  the  first  edition  of  The 
Honaitery ;  and  timilar  drenmttancea  indnoed  Sir  Walter  t*  auodate 
tliii  honse  wiUi  that  of  Constable  in  the  ancceeding  novel.  Constable 
dilliked  iti  title,  and  would  fain  have  had  The  Nunnery  instead  ;  but 
Soott  ituck  to  hi«  Abbot.  The  bookseller  grumbled  a  little,  but  was 
wotiied  by  the  author*!  reoeption  of  hit  reqnett  that  Queen  Elizabeth 
might  be  brought  into  the  field  in  his  next  Tomance,  at  a  companion 
to  the  Mary  Stuart  of  Tbe  Abbot.  Soott  would  not  indeed  indulge  him 
with  the  cboioe  of  the  partioolar  period  of  Etiubeth's  reign  indicated 
in  the  propoeed  title  of  Tht  Armada;  bnt  expre«aed  his  willingneM  to 
take  up  bis  own  old  favourite  legend  of  Miokla'i  ballad.  He  wished 
to  oall  tbe  novel,  like  the  ballad,  Cumnor-HoB,  but  in  farther  deference 
to  ConataUe'a  wishea,  tnb«titnted  '  Kenil worth.'  John  Ballautyne 
objected  to  this  title,  and  told  Constable  the  result  would  be  '  some- 
thing wqrtbj  of  the  kennel ; '  bnt  Constabla  had  all  reaaoQ  to  be  satia- 
fied  with  the  child  of  his  obristening.  His  partner,  Mr.  Cadell,  says 
— '  His  vanity  boiled  over  so  much  *t  this  time^  on  having  his  sugges- 
tion gone  into,  that  when  in  his  high  moods,  he  osed  to  stalk  up  and 
down  his  room,  and  exclaim,  "  By  G — ,  I  am  all  but  the  author  of  the 
Waverley  Novels  I "  *  Constable's  bibliognphical  knowledge,  however, 
it  is  but  fail  to  say,  wis  really  of  most  eaaential  service  to  Soott  npon 
mauy  of  thete  occasions ;  and  his  letter  {n  ow  before  me)  propoung  the 
Cnbject  of  Tke  Armada,  furnished  the  Novelist  with  such  a  catalogue 
of  materials  for  tbe  illustration  of  the  period  as  may,  (irobabty  euoo^, 
hare  oallsd  fortJi  some  very  eueigetia  expression  of  thaukfoluess." 

I  must  be  permitted  to  doubt  that  the  exclamation 
quoted  above  was  ever  uttered,  yet  we  have  the  testimony 

>  Sob  Life,  voL  v.  p.  27. 
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of  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself  that  hut  for  the  encourage- 
ment, and  perhaps  I  may  add,  the  suggestions  of  my 
father,  the  pablic  might  have  bad  fewer  of  those  novels 
vhich  were  the  delight  and  glory  of  the  age.  In  a  letter 
to  his  publisher,  dated  March  23,  1822,  which  I  shall 
quote  hereafter.  Sir  Walter  writes — "  They  talk  of  a  fanner 
making  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew  before, 
but  you,  my  good  ftiend,  have  made  a  dozen  volumes 
where  probably  but  one  would  have  existed;^  and  three 
months  later,  on  June  1 4, 1  find  my  father  writing  to  his 
partner — "Many  sacrifices  have  been  made  to  establish 
the  trade  of  our  house  on  its  present  important  footing 
and  for  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  everything 
that  booksellers  could  do  has  been  done.  I  am  sometimes 
half  tempted  to  believe  that  of  these  books  I  am  myself 
all  but  the  author.  You  may  accuse  me  of  vanity  if  you 
please,  but  this  I  hold  to  be  trua"  These  words  may  per- 
haps have  been  the  origin  of  the  exaggerated  uttenince 
published  by  Mr.  Lockbart. 

With  the  solitary  ezceptioD  of  the  following  extract 
irom  a  letter  to  my  father,  dated  "Trinity,  1620,"  I  find 
no  evidence  of  unpleasant  feeling  in  John  Ballantyne'a 
correspondence ;  and  I  only  make  the  quotation  becaose 
it  throws  some  light  on  Ballantyne's  position  as  middle- 
man between  author  and  publisher : — 

"  It  appears  to  mti  from  your  tone  that  you  allow, 
unconsciously,  an  idea  to  occupy  your  mind  that  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  you,  personally,  for  the  focility  of  pay- 
ment and  accommodation  I  have  obtained  &om  your  house, 
>  See  Ht/ro,  p.  207. 
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in  my  capacity  of  agent  for  another.  I  cannot  entertain 
such  a  feeling ;  well  knowing  that  the  eminent  individual 
for  whom  I  act  would  (foiling  me)  take  his  own  plans  to 
accomplish  with  equal  ease  the  same  object.  In  the  pre- 
sent— ^my  own  matter — I  have  lost,  by  delay,  the  profit 
on  half  my  account,  and  safTered  inconvenience  by  the 
detention  of  the  other.     These  ore  no  causes  for  gratituda' 

"  As  yon  place  me,  in  terms,  at  the  staves'  end,  it  may 
be  a  proper  opportunity  to  remind  you  that  no  bargain  has 
been  mode  betwixt  ns  for  the  ftooits  attaching  to  my  fihai« 
of  the  work  to  succeed  Kenilworth,  and  that  I  am  there- 
fore engaged  by  no  tie,  save  interest  and  convenience,  to 
sell  them  to  your  house.  The  author's  bargain  I  have 
fulfilled  to  tiie  letter,  under  his  instructions,  tt  is  his, 
and  not  mine ;  and  no  branch  of  it  has  the  remotest  refer- 
ence to  an  obligation  on  me  to  offer  your  house  the  books 
arisil^  to  me  therefrom. — ^I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  respect- 
fully, Jomr  Ballantthe. 

"  PjS — I  beg  to  decline  correspondence  or  conversation 
on  business  for  the  present.  Dr.  Kennedy  visits  me  to- 
morrow morning,  and  puts  me  on  a  new  and  severe  course 
of  medicine,  to  which  perfect  disengagement  and  ease  of 
mind  are  essentially  necessaty." 

John  Ballantyne  had  so  much  influence  with  Scott  that 
his  goodwill  was  felt  to  be  most  important  Mr.  Cadell 
writes — "  I  would  rather  have  John  for  a  Mend  than  for 
a  rival;"  "It  is  in  some  respects  our  interest  to  have  the 
Ballantynes  our  partners,  for  everything  they  have  a  share 

>  See  ix)Ue,  p.  66. 
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in  eome8  out ;"  and  on  November  3,  1820,  writea  of  John 
Bs  followa  to  my  father  :^ — "  Thia  person  got  a  lift  from 
Longman  and  Ca  within  these  few  days,  and  will  get 
whatffver  he  ask — I  can  aesare  you  of  that  I  read  what 
you  said  to  Eobinson  to-day.  He  replied,  '  Juat  tell  Mr. 
CoDBtable  that  I  must  grant  all  he  asks  with  good  names, 
or  No.  39  will  do  it,  and  I  want  to  keep  John  if  I  can.* " 

Occasionally,  however,  John's  demands  were  felt  to  be 
exorbitant,  and  on  the  13th  November  I  find  the  follow- 
ing passage  in  a  letter  &om  Mr.  Cadell : — "  Nothing  but 
good  policy  can  induce  us  to  give  bim  often  what  he  asks ; 
hut  gold  may  be  purchased  above  iia  value,  and  so  may 
John.  I  am  decided  in  saying  you  have  done  quite  right 
in  the  case  of  Oowrie;^  it  is  very  impudent  in  him  to 
ask  it,  and  it  would  certainly  not  have  been  prudent  b> 
have  granted  his  request  Kenilworth  would  have  been 
different;  there  the  book  is  going  on,  and  has  every 
chance  of  being  finished ;  as  to  this  new  one,  John's  offer 
of  credit  is  not  worth  a  thought.  The  book  will  not  be 
out  in  March ;  if  out  in  June  it  will  be  quite  suffident 
As  to  the  books  of  Kenilworth  (John's  share),  you  will 
soon  be  assailed  for  them  in  all  probability,  and  if  he 
does  not  try  another  quarter  also  with  Gowrie  in  another 
shape,  here  (No.  DO)  you  may  rest  assured  be  has  little  or 
no  chance.  Bobinson  thinks  they  will  do  what  John 
asks  at  Na  39, — he  will  not" 

On  the  20th  November  Mr.  Cadell  adds  : — "  A  pro- 
posal has  come  from  John  to  Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co., 
and  has  got  a  total  rejection.     Ha  made  the  cost  £606, 

'  Embryo  of  Tho  Foiianet  of  Nig«L 
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eelliag  price  28s.,  offer  14&  per  book,  siz  and  nine  months' 
credit  I  have  a  notion  John  will  look  not  a  little  blue 
at  H.,  R,  and  Co.'s  letter." 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1820  that  Sir  Walter  rolun* 
teered  his  services  as  editor  of  a  Novelist's  Library,  for 
the  sole  benefit  of  John  Ballantyne,  an  offer  "  eagerly 
embraced,"  Mr.  Lockhart  tells  us,  by  the  beneficiary,  who 
lost  no  time  in  putting  hie  patron  In  possession  of  the 
materials  necessary  for  the  work.  The  first  volume  of 
this  series  was  pubhshed  in  February  1821 ;  Kenil worth 
had  appeared  in  the  second  week  of  January,  and  John 
Ballantyne  writes  to  my  father  from  Kirklands  on  the 
Slst  of  the  same  month : — 

"  De\h  Sib, — I  have  yours  with  much  satis&ction.  I 
sent  you  a  small  salmon,  which  I  trust  yoii  received,  and 
I  have  a  fox's  head  and  brush  ready  for  you  by  first  con- 
veyance. 

"  I  hope  the  new — Eenilworth,  will  not  Interfere  with 
the  finish  of  Ivanboe,  which  it  would  suit  me  well  to 
value  for  just  now,  small  as  the  sum  is.  1 11  garr  the 
Novelist  do,  although  the  Eow  shoidd  burst  in  vitupera- 
tion against  it.     Heas  are  not  lobsters. 

"  My  wife  is  always  gratified  by  your  remembrance, 
and  returns  best  compliments.  We  are  just  two  miles 
&om  Melrose,  and  the  turnpike  passes  the  gata  I  have 
good  Gruyire  and  Stilton  cheese ;  Claret,  Vin  de  Grave, 
and  Madeira  for  particular  friends ;  whisky,  ale,  and  rum 
for  others;  also  two  spare  beds — one  an  especial  good 
one. — ^Yours  always  renpectfuliy, 

"  John  Ballamttkk" 
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A  few  weeks  later  he  wrote  to  my  father : — 

"  Tueaday  montktg. 

"  Deak  Sir, — I  have  read  Hogg  with  much  unnsement, 
and  have  not  the  least  doubt  you  used  every  word  pnt 
down  for  you.  In  fact,  it  is  your  frequent  phraseology, 
and  was  exactly  the  style  in  which  you  ovgfit  to  have 
spoken  to  Hogg  on  the  subjects  he  quotes. 

"  To  use  one  of  your  own  phrases,  If  you  behave  yotiT- 
sdf  to-day,  I  shall  make  you  a  present  of  the  original  H8. 
of  Rokeby,  which  I  have  carefully  bound  up  in  mssis. 
There  is  one  private  letter  bound  in  it,  however,  which  I 
ought  to  extract. 

"  I  positively  go  home  to-morrow,  T  was  so  indiffeient 
last  night,  that  the  upper  r^on  of  my  stomach  swelled 
externally,  with  the  distress  of  coughing  and  expectora- 
tion. I  must  leave  Mr.  Cadell's  at  seven  this  evening. 
I  will  kill  myself  in  no  cause,  nor  for  no  man.  I  dare 
not  come  out  this  forenoon. — Yours  always  respectfully, 
"  John  Bau-aiityne." 

On  the  25th  of  March  he  writes  to  Mr.  Cadell : — "  I  am 
deeply  grieved  to  hear  that  Mr.  Constable  continues 
unweU.  Tell  him  to  take  care  ;  he  has  often  said  to  me, 
in  joke, '  You  could  not  do  without  me,'  but  I  tell  him,  in 
earnest,  '  We  can  not  do  without  him.'  " 

The  last  letter  I  possess  in  John  Ballantyne's  hand- 
writing is  dated  Kelso,  11th  April  1821,  It  is  as 
follows : — 

"  My  deab  Sib, — I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  once 
more  seeing  your  hand,  although  it  is  only  expressed  in 
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your  sigDatnre ;  bnt  you  know  I  wae  always  fond  of  your 
sigDBture,  even  when  it  came  in  the  shape  of  an  accept- 
ance to  a  good  large  bill  for  value  received. 

"  Br.  Neale's  bill  has  been  long  iu  a  state  of  compensa- 
tion, aa  Mr.  Cadell  holds  a  returned  bill  negotiated  by 
him  for  me  to  a  somewhat  similar,  though  le8Ber>  amount, 
of  which  I  have  regularly  made  a  point  of  refusing  the 
payment;  and  you  are  aware  that  Packwood's  razors  are 
but  blunt  weapons  compared  to  the  sharpness  of  Mr. 
Cadell's  wita  and  mine  in  mattera  of  buainess. 

"  As  to  the  compensation  you  propose,  of  standing  Sir 
Fandarus  of  Troy  to  my  keeping  TUiaii's  Tenus,  I  have 
only  to  say  that  I  am  at  present  under  the  dominion  of 
aootber  Deity.  Besides,  my  dear  Sir,  the  picture  is  as 
much  Johnny  Heegh  the  hangman's  as  Titian's.  Titian  I 
good  lack  !  TBe  picture  has  long  been  an  eyesore  to  us, 
and  I  have  a  regular  account  for  charge  of  waiehouse- 
rent  against  you  for  it. 

"  The  Rokeby  I  shall  numediately  on  return  home 
have  a  box  made  for,  pack,  and  send.  You  have  now 
only  The  Lady  of  the  Lake  to  get  to  possess  all  that 
exist ;  but  she  shall  be  more  profitable  to  me  than  your 
Venus  would  be. — I  am  always,  n^  dear  Sir,  your  obliged 
and  respectful,  .J.  Bauantyhe." 

The  natural  disposition  of  Jehn  Ballantyue  was  nn- 
doubtedly  most  kind  and  liberal  His  faults  were  not  of 
&e  heart,  and  Mr,  James  Stillie,  who  was  for  many  years 
in  his  employment^  assures  me  that  a  kinder  or  more 
considerate  master  never  lived.    He  died  on  16th  June 

VOL.  Ui.  K 
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1821.  Sir  Walter  Scott's  grief  at  the  death  of  this 
favourite  and  friend  waa  deep  and  sincere,  and  I  believe 
be  expressed  the  true  sentiment  of  his  heart  when,  beside 
the  late-closed  grave,  he  whispered  in  the  ear  of  his 
unresponsive  companion,  "  I  feel  as  if  there  would  be  leas 
Bunshioe  for  me  from  this  day  forth." 


byGoogle 


CHAPTER  VII. 

EBnilTorth— Sydney  Bmith's  Critique— Mr.  CoDstsble  TemoTu  to  Eneluid  on 

acconut  or  hie  heelth—Writee  from  Clapbam  to  Sir  Walter  abnut  Waveiley 
Norele— Early  Letter  rrom  Lookliiirt  to  Hr.  Conetable,  proposing  a  NoTel — 
Lockhart'a  various  dfacripliom  of  Mr.  CoQBtable— Letter  ftuni  my  Eatlier 
to  Mr.  Lockbart,  with  the  Reply— Letttt  from  Bii  Welter  Bcott—etriotoree 
by  Ur.  Lochhart  in  "the  Life  "—Quotation  ^m  a  Lettei  of  Mn.  John 
Balliatyne  —Letter  from  my  father  to  Sir  Walter  Scott— Qnotation  fMm 
"the  LUe"— Hie  Pirate— Unhvourable  Critical  Estimate  by  Sydney 
Smith. 

Befobe  Eeuilwort}!  waa  decided  on  as  the  subject  of 
the  novel  to  follow  The  Abbot,  it  would  appear  that 
my  fother  had  suggested  one  from  a  later  period  of  our 
history,  for,  on  the  25th  July  1820,  Scott  writes  from 
Abbotsford  : — "There  is  one  great  objection  to  the  time 
of  Charles  i.,  and  that  is,  that  the  Puritans  would  be 
nothing  without  the  Scripture  language ;  and  though  I 
despise  the  cant  and  hypocrisy  of  those  who  state  this  as 
a  matter  of  heinous  offence,  yet  I  would  not  wish  to 
offend  any  good  soul  who  had  a  real  scruple  on  this 
head.  Besides,  the  wit  has  been  shorn  and  so  much 
imitated,  though  in  a  poor  way,  that  I  have  doubts  if  it 
has  now  novelty  suSicient  to  render  it  racy — we  will  think 
of  all  this."  On  the  1 0th  September  he  writes  i^ain  from 
Abbotsford : — 

"I  will  be  happy  to  see  you  on  the  15th,  and  beg  you 


byGoogle 


148  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

will  bring  Mr.  David  Constable  with  you.  I  have  not 
seen  him  this  long  time,  I  will  go  over  Dryden's  Life, 
but  I  cannot  expect  so  curioos  a  haul  of  new  materials 
aa  I  got  for  Swift ;  however,  something  may  be  dose.  I 
am  very  glad  that  this  work,  which  cost  me  so  much 
labour,  is  going  to  press  again.  I  have  lent  James  Bal- 
lantyne  the  early  editions  of  the  Flays  to  read  by. 

"  There  was  a  book  published  some  years  ago,  called,  I 
think.  Clams  Galendaria,  being  an  account  of  the  Calendar, 
and  the  usages  and  customs  on  particular  Saints'  days 
and  holidays.  I  should  wish  macb  to  have  it  The  Pro- 
gresses are  doing  me  yeoman's  service,  for  I  am  in  progresi 
myselC  I  have  a  question  to  ask  you,  which  pray 
answer  as  soon  as  you  can.  What  was  the  name  of 
Dudley  Earl  of  Leicester's  first  wife,  whom  he  was  sup- 
posed to  have  murdered  at  Cumnor  Hall  in  Berkshire? 
I  know  it  occurs  in  -the  Sidney  Papers,  and  probably  in 
the  common  geneal^es,  but  I  have  no  book  here  which 
contains  the  information.  In  Lysons'  Magna  Britannia, 
or  some  such  jiame,  there  is  something  about  this  same 
Cunmor  Hall.  I  wish  you  would  have  it  copied  out  for 
me,  and  should  like  indeed  to  know  anything  that  occum 
to  you  about  the  village  of  Cumnor,  its  situation,  etc.  I 
like  to  be  as  minutely  local  as  I  can. 

"Please  not  .to  say  a  word  about  £enilworth.  The 
very  name  explains  so  much,  that  some  knovring  fellow 
might  anticipate  the  subject." 

KenQworth,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was  published 
in  January  1821,  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful  of 
the  novels  at  the  time  of  publication. 
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Sydney  Smith  writes  of  it  aa  follows : — 

"  FosTON,  YOBK,  Jan.  26,  1821, 
"  Very  good  indeed  ;  there  cannot  and  will  not  be  two 
opiuious  upon  it.  The  dialogues  are  a  little  too  long. 
Pray  let  ua  have  no  more  Dominie  Sampsons— good,  but 
stale.  These  are  trifling  faults,  but  the  author  lias  com- 
pletely recovered  himself,  and  the  novel  is  excellent — 
Yours  very  truly,  Sydney  Smith. 

"  Flibbertigibbet  is  very  good  and  very  new." 

In  the  spring  of  I82I  my  father  fell  into  bad  health, 
and  before  summer  was  far  advanced  he  removed  to 
England,  in  obedience  to  medical  advice.^  From  Clapham 
he  writes  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  on  15th  Anguet : — 

"  De.a.k  Sir  Waltkr, — I  have  been  here  now  nearly  a 
month,  and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  telling  you  that 
I  consider  my  health  improved,  partly  from  a  change  of 
residence,  and  perhaps  still  more  from  the  advice  and 
preacriptious  of  Br.  Baillie,  which  I  am  now  following. 
He  has  recommended  my  spending  the  winter  at  least  at 
Brighton,  and  I  propose  goii^  there  in  a  few  days.  The 
leading  point  in  the  advice  I  have  received  from  my 
medical  fiiends  was  to  abstain  &om  all  business.  I  have 
found  it  quite  impossible  to  do  this  entirely ;  but  I  find  I 
can  gradually  devote  my  thoughts  and  attention  to  lighter 
things. 

>  Od  the  20th  Much  Sir  Walter  writea  from  London  to  Hr.  CadeD : 
— "  1  am  trnlj  eotry  to  hear  from  yon  aach  an  indifferent  account  of 
my  rained  friend  Mr.  Conitable'a  health.  I  trust  in  God  it  will  be 
reatored,  for  hii  is  a  Lfe  of  uncunimon  importance  to  literature,  aa  well 
■•  to  his  friends." 
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"  I  have  only  seen  one  bookseller,  Mr.  Robinson  of 
Cbeapside,  the  active  and  useful  agent  of  my  boose.  It 
may  be  no  news  to  you,  but  it  gives  me  much  pleasare 
to  say,  that  the  demand  for  the  works  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  continues  as  I  should  wish  and  expect  It  to  be. 
I  find  my  friend  The  Abbot  has  done  better  than  The 
Monastery,  but  still,  the  stock  in  hand  of  both  is  to  a 
very  considerable  amount,  and  there  is  some  gmmbliug 
about  it  in  the  Row  and  elsewhere. 

"  The  octavo  edition  of  the  Kovels  and  Tales  has  been 
extremely  well  received,  but  it  has  interfered  somewhat 
with  the  original  or  coarser  editions,  and  purcliasers  hang 
back,  particularly  as  to  The  Abbot  and  The  Monastery,  in 
the  hope  of  getting  them  one  day  in  the  octavo  form.  I 
am  not  certain  how  the  mercantile  agreements  foi  these 
books  stand,  whether  all  the  copies  bai^ined  for  have 
been  printed.  So  far  as  my  house  is  concerned,  this 
should  not  form  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  accomplishing 
what  I  am  about  to  propose,  and  I  believe  my  influence 
with  our  own  agents,  who  possess  1000  of  each,  might 
also  secure  ue  against  any  opposition  from  them. 

"  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see  Ivanhoe,  The  Monastery, 
The  Abbot,  and  Kenilworth  in  an  octavo  form,  the  appeai^ 
ance  of  which  would  enable  us  to  gratify  those  who  wish 
to  possess  the  books  in  that  form,  and  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent would  he  quite  a  safe  speculation.  They  would 
make  six  volumes,  and,  with  the  author's  approbation,  I 
would  propose  that  they  appear  under  the  title  of '  His- 
torical Romances  by  the  Author  of  Waverley.' 

"  Although  I  am  at  present  taking  no  charge  of  busi- 
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ness,  this  subject  interests  me  so  much  that  I  cannot 
refrain  from  laying  the  project  before  you,  and  I  take  the 
liberty  of  adding,  that,  ahoald  my  plana  meet  the  aathor's 
views,  I  think  the  copyright  of  these  four  vorks  might  be 
fairly  estimated  at  £6000, — -which  sum  I  would  propose 
to  make  payable  from  dates  commencing  at  twelve 
months,  and  concluding  at  thirty-six,  which  would  make 
five  acceptances  of  £1000  each.  Tou  will  pardon  the 
freedom  I  use  in  addressing  you  on  this  subject,  and 
&vour  me  with  your  opiniou  as  soon  as  you  find  it  cou- 
venient.  Direct  to  the  care  of  Huret,  Sobinson,  and  Co., 
90  Cheapsida  A.  C." 

With  Mr.  Lockhart  my  father's  correspondence  had 
b^un  so  early  as  December  1814,  and  it  would  be  very 
interesting  to  aacertaia  the  fate  of  the  novel  alluded  to 
in  the  following  letter : — 

Ms.  LOCEHAKT  to  Mb.  CONSTABLE. 

"MiuiBDBN,  29tA  Deer.  1814. 

"  Sib, — I  have  been  amoaing  myself  with  writing  a 
novel,  and  as  it  chiefly  regards  Scotland,  I  should  wish  to 
have  it  printed  in  Edinbui^h.  I  am  sensible  that  much 
has  been  done  of  late  years  in  the  deBcription  of  our 
national  manners,  but  there  aro  still,  I  apprehend,  many 
important  classes  of  Scotch  society  quite  untouched.  The 
hero  is  one  John  Todd,  a  true-blue,  who  undertakes  a 
journey  to  London  in  a  Berwick  smack,  and  is  present  in 
the  metropolis  at  the  same  time  with  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  and  the  other  illustrious  visitors  in  June  last.    I 
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think  'The  Homanoe  of  the  Thistle'  m^ht  do  for  a  title, 
and  for  a  motto  to^  ow  ovSe  x6^  ovSe  Tiifupov  oXXa 
act  Ti}  If  you  wish  to  see  the  MB.  it  is  at  your  eervice 
The  vbole  might  be  contained  io  300  pages  I2mo. — I 
remain,  etc.,  J.  G.  Locehart. 

"  P.S. — I  need  scarce  say  that  it  is  to  be  perfectly 
anouymoae.  You  may  address  to  me,  care  of  John  Bryce, 
Esq.,  Jackson  Street,  Glasgow.  J.  L." 

I  do  not  know  what  was  the  tenor  of  the  pubUsbei^s 
reply,  but  ve  may  presume  that  it  was  unfavourable; 
and  it  was  not  until  three  or  four  years  later,  at  John 
Ballantyne's  dinner-table,  that  Mr.  Lockhart  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  man  whose  character  and  perstmnel  he 
has  BO  variously  described,  alternately  declaring  the  one 
to  have  been  generous  and  disinterested,  and  crafty  and 
despotic,  while  the  impression  produced  by  the  other,  on 
a  first  introduction,  is  given  in  the  following  passage : — 

"It  wu  kt  one  of  thaw  Trinitj  dinners  thu  mmmer,  tliat  I  6nt 
MW  Coait&ble.  Beiog  atnick  with  hii  appeuanoe,  I  uked  Soott  who 
he  WM,  and  he  told  me — eipreuiug  Miue  iuqirioe  tiiat  Anybody  ahonld 
lutve  liTsd  s  winter  or  two  in  Edinburgh  without  knowing,  by  ngbt 
at  lout,  a  citizen  whose  name  was  so  familiar  to  the  world.  I  hap- 
pened to  say  that  I  had  not  been  prepared  to  find  the  great  bookseller 
a  man  of  such  gentlemanlike  and  even  distingnished  bearing.  Soott 
■miled,  and  anawered— 'Ay,  Constable  ia  indeed  a  grand-looking 
chield,'  adding,  that  he  reminded  him  of  what  Fielding  said  of  Joaepb 
Andrews, — that  'he  had  an  air  which  to  thoae  whohadnot  seen  many 

'  "  A  thing — this  (roll'  tt^neither  for  yerterday  nor  to-day,  bnt  for 
all  time."  John  Todd  appears  in  Matthew  Wald,  but  excepting  in  the 
nam*,  I  find  no  trace  there  or  elsewhere  of  this  probably  unpublished 
nov?L 
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noblemen  vonid  give  «a  idea  of  aobility.' '  .  .  .  When  I  visited  Con- 
•table,  BB  I  often  did  at  a  period  tomewhat  later  than  that  of  which  I 
now  apeak,  and  for  the  moat  part  in  company  with  Soott,  I  found  the 
bookaeller  eetabliahed  in  a  respectable  country  gentleman's  seat,  some 
ux  or  seven  milei  ont  of  Edinburgh,  and  doing  the  hononrt  of  it  with 
all  the  ease  that  might  hare  been  looked  for  had  he  been  the  long- 
deacended  owner  of  the  place  ; — there  was  no  foppery,  no  show,  no 
idle  Inznry,  bnt  to  all  appeataDoe  the  plain  abundance  and  ,tiinple 
enjoyment  of  hereditary  wealth.  His  convervation  was  manly  and 
vigorous,  aboanding  in  Scotch  anecdotes  of  the  old  time,  which  he 
told  with  a  degree  of  spirit  and  humoar  only  lecond  to  his  great 
anthor's.  No  man  could  more  effectually  control,  when  he  had  a 
mind,  either  the  extravagaat  vanity  whioh,  on  too  many  occasions, 
made  Tiim  ridicnlou*,  or  the  despotic  temper,  which  habitually  held  in 
fear  and  ttembling  all  *nah  as  were  in  any  sort  dependent  on  his 
Cnrisb  Majesty's  pleainre.  In  him  I  never  saw  (at  this  period)  any- 
thing but  the  unobtmaive  sense  and  the  calm  coorteey  of  a  well-bred 
gentleman." 

To  tiie  readers  of  the  earlier  volumes  of  this  work  it  ia, 
I  apprehend,  nuueceBsaiy  that  I  say  one  word  in  vindica- 
tion of  my  father  from  the  charge  of  ridiculous  vanity  or 
of  ungenerous  despotism.  The  intercourse  between  Mr. 
Lockhart  and  my  father  in  later  years  was  close  and  fre- 
quent, and  I  prefer  the  estimation  in  which  he  held  the 

1  It  may  teem  trifling,  bnt  I  cannot  resist  a  temptation  to  qnote 
ooRoborative  tevtimony  on  this  snbject  from  the  Beverend  Jolian  C. 
Young,  whose  "Personal  Recallections "  have  givea  to  much  pleasure 
to  the  reading  pnblio,  and  the  notice  of  whose  death,  after  a  very 
short  illness,  has  recently  caused  deep  bottow  to  his  many  friends.  In 
a  letter  lately  received  he  wrote; — "I  well  remember  Archibald 
CoDStaUe.  On  two  occasions  I  saw  him  when  he  called  on  my  father  j 
and  a  splendid  specimen  of  humanity  he  ws«.  ...  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken he  had  a  florid  compIexioD,  a  very  handsome  face,  a  presence 
that  would  have  become  a  Dake,  and  a  bearing  worthy  of  Mraceoas. 
■  .  .  How  entirely  the  photograph  bean  out  my  recoUectiou  of  him ! 
BcuteDees,  tbonghtfalncM,  and  benevolence  in  the  face— the  whole  air 
•od  bmring  truly  anitocratie." 
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still  living  publisher,  both  before  (md  sftei  the  sad  cato- 
Btropbe  of  1826,  as  manifested  in  the  letters  be  addressed 
to  him.     Well  it  is  that  litttra  scripta  manet. 

On  the  24th  September  1821  my  father  wrote  to  Mr. 
Lockhart  from  Brighton,  whero  be  spent  same  months 
before  settling  for  the  winter  at  Castlebearo  Park,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London : — 

"  Private  and  ConfidenticU. 

"My  dear  Sie, —  .  .  ,  Although  I  do  not  interest 
myself  about  matters  of  business  generally,  nor  indeed 
have  I  the  desiro  at  this  moment  that  it  should  ever  be  so 
^ain,  yet  there  aro  some  projects  which  I  cannot  separate 
from  my  thoughts.  I  wish  the  present  letter  to  convey  to 
you  tbe  iwrticulars  of  these,  and  before  I  conclude  I  sball 
not  omit  to  beg  your  excuse  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken 
in  communicatii^  with  you  about  them. 

"  I  am  sure  you  would  regret  tbe  death  of  Mr.  John 
Ballantyne ;  be  was  a  very  clever  man,  and  possessed  &r 
better  talents  than  many  who  used  to  laugh  with  him  in 
hours  of  merriment  spent  in  his  company.  His  death  to 
me  was  very  unexpected.  I  was  awaro  bis  frame  was  none 
of  the  stoutest;  but  I  thought  nature  bad  so  formed  bim 
that  be  was  likely  to  last  long ;  and,  as  one  of  my  medical 
iriends  observed  of  myself  lately,  I  imagined  our  poor 
friend  John  one  of  those  who  would  take  '  a  great  deal  of 
killing ;'  the  cares  of  tbe  world,  as  Creech  used  to  say  in 
tbe  story  of  tbe  Dalkeith  Doctor, '  never  pickit  upon  him.' 

"  I  suppose  the  scheme  of  the  British  Novelists  will 
now  be  given  up ;  it  was,  I  believe,  by  no  means  a  eoc- 
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eessAil  one  in  point  of  sale,  arising  altogetber,  as  a  book- 
seller would  aay,  from  the  mode  in  -which  it  was  got  op. 
A  collection  of  novels  must  not  be  printed  in  a  small  type 
like  a  newspaper,  a  Corpus  Juris,  or  a  book  of  reference ; 
and  in  the  present  times  of  good  and  rather  expensive 
taste,  there  will  be  no  very  great  number  of  readers  found 
for  works  requiring  a  magnifying-glass,  or  at  all  eveuts 
spectacles.  I  have  a  schema  for  a  pubHcation  of  novel- 
writers  which  I  must  now  b^  permission  to  submit  to 
you. 

"  The  style  and  manner  of  the  octavo  edition  of  the 
Novels  and  Tales  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  seems  to  take 
well  with  the  public.  My  proposition  would  be  to  pub- 
lish as  many  of  the  works  of  the  best  novel-writers  as 
coald  be  comprehended  in  twenty-five  octavo  voltimes, — 
each  volume  to  contain  from  50  to  100  pages  more  letter-- 
press,  and  to  be  printed  in  a  type  one  size  smaller  than 
the  Tales.  Whatever  authors  are  thought  worthy  of  in- 
sertion ot^ht  I  presume  all  to  be  complete :  Kicbardson 
fills  a  large  space,  but  would  be  indispensable,  I  fancy, 
and,  with  Smollett  and  Fielding,  would  occupy  two-thirds 
of  the  collection ;  the  others  I  will  not  here  take  it  upon 
me  to  suggest.  I  would  have  Biographical  Notices  to 
the  works  of  each  author.  Sir  Walter  Scott  has  already 
written  the  lives  of  Fielding  and  Smollett,  and  if  the 
life  of  Bichardson  were  written,  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
would  be  ready  to  go  to  press.  While  these  volumes 
were  printing,  getting  forward  the  others — I  would  take 
the  liberty  of  suggesting — might  in  the  course  of  next 
year  form  the  morning's  amusement  at  Abbotsford,  and 
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be  perhaps  some  relief  from  more  important  labour. 
Such  a  work  however  could  not  be  undertaken  under  any 
other  name  than  that  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"  To  follow  thia  undertaking  I  would  propose  a  dmUar 
one,  of  the  worka  of  Britiah  Poeta,  exactly  in  the  same 
style,  and  no  double  columns  used  in  printing.  All  the 
Collections  of  English  Poeta  are  encumbered  with  a  vast 
quantity  of  trash,  never  looked  at  by  the  reader  of  taste. 
There  will  probably  be  more  labour  in  preparing  the 
Biographical  Notices  for  this  work,  but  there  is  no  need 
for  these  being  very  long,  and  in  general  the  materials 
are  abundant  These  two  books  together  will  be  50 
volumes,  the  very  sight  of  which  would  make  our  friend 
James  Ballantyne  leap  with  joy.  I  would  have  engraved 
titles,  with  vignettes  to  each  volume,  but  no  other  em- 
bellishmente. 

"  I  would  not  have  written  to  you  on  this  subject,  only 
that  I  fear  Sir  Walter  Scott  will  think  me  troublesome 
with  my  letters.  You  can  take  a  convenient  opportunity 
to  commtmicate  the  contents  of  this  to  him.  The  terms 
I  have  thoi^ht  of  for  the  copyright  of  the  Notices  and 
Name,  would  be  to  grant  an  acceptance  for  £600,  at 
twelve  months'  date,  on  the  completion  at  press  of  every 
five  volumes  successively,  but  I  would  make  the  accept- 
ance for  the  last  five  volumes  of  each  book  £1000,  instead 
£500, — in  this  way  the  copyright  of  the  two  would  be 
£6000.  Both  books  might  be  published  in  the  course  of 
two  years ;  but  as  the  undertakings  are  large,  after  once 
being  commenced  they  will  require  to  go  on  r^ulaxly.  I 
think  both  would  succeed  very  well,  and  would  be  highly 
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creditable  to  all  concerned ;  and  I  hope  yon  will  not 
refuse  your  aid  in  bringing  about  the  transaction.  Allow 
me  to  request  that  any  oommnnlcation  on  this  important 
subject  be  transmitted  direct  to  myself,  here.  After 
I  have  heard  from  Sir  Walter  or  you  on  this  subject,  I 
have  another  but  lesser  project  in  contemplation.  Here 
I  daresayyou  will  smile,  and  say,  'This  is  not  like  a 
man  in  bad- health,  or  one  in  a  great  degree  retired  from 
the  world.'  I  assure  you  I  have  not  permitted  myself  to 
think  of  almost  any  other  concerns  in  the  way  of  business ; 
but  I  have  a  delight  in  contemplating  the  plans  now  sub- 
mitted to  you,  and  their  success  I  think  will  be  un- 
questionably good,  and  would  every  six  or  seven  years  for 
a  long  while  to  come,  I  hope,  be  the  means  of  bringing 
some  additional  grist  to  the  mill  of  Uie  printers  and  paper- 
makers  of  Scotland. — Tours,  eta, 

"Abceibald  Constable." 

Mb.  Lockhart  to  Me.  Constable. 

" Cbibkwoos,  by  Mblbohk,  Btptemhee  28,  1S2I. 
"  My  deab  Seb, — I  received  your  letter  this  momiug, 
and  I  assure  yon  both  I  and  your  other  friends  here  are 
most  sincerely  rejoiced  with  the  intelligence  of  your 
health  being  so  much  improved  since  you  left  Scotland. 
I  trust  ere  long  ve  may  all  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
yon  once  more  among  ua,  and  hail  with  much  satisfaction 
the  proof  your  letter  affords  of  the  unsubdued  energy, 
activity,  and  enterprise  of  your  mind.  If  you  are  really 
ill,  and  can  nevertheless  form  such  schemes  and  write 
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such  letters,  I  am  sure  it  ia  no  flattery  to  say  that  you  are 
the  osly  bookseller  estaot  capable  of  the  like. 

"  I  have  shown  your  letter  to  Sir  "Walter,  and  he  bida 
me  say  that,  under  some  modifications,  he  thinks  it  veiy 
possible  he  may  think  seriouBly  of  the  schema  you  pro- 
pose. He  sees,  notwithstanding,  many  difficulties  tn 
limine,  and,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  is  best  to  say  for  the 
present  that  he  will  write  you  himself,  or  commission  me 
to  do  so  at  length,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Consider- 
ing the  magnitude  of  your  uudertakii^,  you  will  not  be 
surprised  with  this  delay. 

"  I  have  not  been  in  Edinbui^h  these  three  months, 
and  am  therefore  pretty  much  as  ignorant  of  the  news  of 
Auld  Eeekie  as  you  can  be.  My  wife  and  I  are  estab- 
lished in  the  little  cottage  which  you  saw  ere  its  roof  was 
on.  I  hope  next  summer  you  will  come  and  see  it,  and 
not  like  it  the  woree  for  that  addition.  Sir  Walter  desires 
to  be  most  kindly  remembered  to  you ;  he  says  he  was 
just  about  to  write  a  long  letter  to  you  when  I  furnished 
him  with  this  additional  theme  of  correspondence. — Be- 
lieve me,  very  sincerely  yours,  J.  G.  LooKHABT." 

Sir  Walter's  promised  letter  was  written  at  Abbotsfoid 
on  the  30th  September.     It  ia  as  follows  : — 
"  To  A.  Constable,  Esq. 

"  ABBOiflFOBD,  SOOi  Stptember  1821. 

"My  deab  Constable, — I  am  very  ungraciously  in- 
debted to  you  for  your  two  kind  communications,  and 
there  is  no  great  reason  why  I  should  have  incurred  this 
gaUt,  because  I  have  never  had  any  hesitation  about  the 
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acceptation  of  your  liberal  offer  contaiced  in  yoni  letter 
dated  from  Clapham,  10tb  August  last,  being  the  sum  of 
£6000  for  Ivanltoe,  The  Monasteiy,  The  Abbot,  and 
Eenilworth,  in  full  and  complete  copyright,  vhich  sum 
of  £6000  should  be  made  payable  by  five  acceptances 
of  £1000  each,  the  dates  commencing  at  12  months 
and  concluding  in  36  months,  all  which  is  quite  agreeable 
to  me;  only  I  think  that  after  the  lapse  of  18  months 
the  moiety  of  the  sum  vhich  would  then  continae 
due  should  bear  interest,  as  the  stock  purchased  will  be 
then  making  return.  But  this  is  a  matter  of  little  con- 
sequence.«  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  approve  greatly  of 
your  plan,  and  with  your  spirit  and  activity  I  have  no 
doabt  of  its  success.  You  may  consider  it  as  quite 
settled,  and  set  to  work  as  soon  as  possible.  The  accept- 
ances, etc.,  will  do  very  well  in  November;  you  can 
instruct  Mr.  Gadell,  aa  I  have  some  land  to  pay. 

"  I  am  now  going  to  speak  of  your  letter  to  J.  G-. 
Lockhait,  which  shows  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  energy 
and  enterprise  of  your  mind. 

"  YouT  observations  on  the  shape  of  John's  novels,  poor 
fellow,  seem  very  just,  yet  the  Eastern  Tales  are  now  out 
of  print,  and  in  great  request ;  still,  however,  John's  stock 
stands  in  our  way.  I  snspect  that  to  take  away  the  Lives 
would  be  to  take  the  plums  out  of  the  porridge,  and 
reduce  the  whole  to  waste  paper.  Now,  although  the 
lives  were  given  him  without  any  gratuity,  and  are  conse- 
quently at  my  own  disposal,  I  do  not  think  I  can  well 
enter  into  another  transaction,  the  event  of  which  must  be 
considerable  loss  to  the  estate  on  which  I  am  a  trustee. 
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If  any  plans  could  be  Mien  upon  to  dispose  of  these 
works  80  as  to  save  loss — at  least  this  stumbling-block 
vould  be  out  of  mj  way ;  but  in  tbe  present  circum- 
stances I  do  not  see  how  it  is  to  be  got  over. 

"  My  next  objection  is  to  give  my  name  ortt  and  out  to 
a  collection  of  this  nature ;  I  mean  to  put  it  on  the  title* 
page — for  I  should  have  no  objection  at  all  to  date  the 
Lives  fixtm  this  place,  and  of  course  the  advertisements,  as 
in  cases  where  the  thing  was  authorized.  In  all  other 
respects  the  plan  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  me,  and  I 
could  have  Lockhart's  assistance  to  carry  it  through.  I 
think  it  would  run  further  than  you  are  aware  of.  We 
shoitld  have  all  Charlotte  Smith's  very  entertaining  novels, 
which  are  not  property ;  the  same  with  Mrs.  BadclifFe's, 
but  I  fear  they  are  hardly  onL  Miss  Barney's  most  be 
out,  all  but  tbe  last,  which  is  scarce  worth  including 
Eichardson  is  a  heavy  dog,  but  I  fear  we  cannot  do  with- 
out him. 

"  Tbe  Poets  might  lie  for  future  consideration ;  they 
would  be  a  much  more  troublesome  job,  and  I  fear  it 
would  be  difficult  to  give  novelty.  Consider,  there  is  I>r. 
Johnson  and  Tom  Campbell  Certainly  a  good  selection 
would  throw  out  one-half  of  what  is  generally  crammed 
into  these  formidable  collections.  Lockhart  and  I  have 
often  thought  of  a  collection  of  Historians,  but  I  fear  the 
work  would  be  heavy  on  sa]& 

"  By  the  way,  Lockhart  finished,  or  nearly  so,  for  John 
Ballantyne,  a  new  edition  of  Don  Quixote,  with  Ozell's 
last  but  very  full  and  curious  annotations,  and  remark- 
ably good  translations  of  all  the  Spanish  ballads  alluded 
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to  in  the  wotk.  This  I  think  a  desideratum  in  English 
literatare,  and  I  helieve  many  booksellers  would  be 
desirous  to  have  it.  If  I  recollect  right,  the  copy-money 
was  to  be  £300  or  £360 ;  I  meant  to  do  it  myself,  and 
made  some  progress,  but  Lockhatt  beii^  a  much  better 
Spaniard,  and  I  having  never  been,  I  gave  him  my 
materials.  I  have  no  doubt  Ballantyne's  Trust  would 
part  with  it  for  a  very  moderate  profit  above  prime  cost ; 
three  volumes  are  printed,  and  might  be  sent  to  you  that 
yon  might  see  the  nature  and  style  of  the  lllnstrations. 
Frankly,  I  would  much  rather  you  had  them  than  another. 

"  The  thing  you  wot  of  [The  Pirate]  is  cracking  on  well 
The  next  will  be  a  tale,  I  think,  of  the  days  of  gentle 
EjDg  Jemmy,  our  Scottish  Solomon.  It  is  a  pity  that 
rare  mixture  of  sense  and  nonsense,  pedantry  and  child- 
ishness, wit  and  folly,  should  remain  uncelebrated.  It  is 
attempted  in  the  work  called  Forman,  but  not  with  a 
strong  hand  If  you  can  suggest  anything  about  the 
period  I  will  be  happy  to  hear  firam  you ;  you  are  always 
happy  in  your  hints.  Ton  are  right  not  to  vex  yourself 
with  thinking  minutely  or  anxiously  about  business,  but 
in  a  general  way  nothing  that  amuses  you  can  come  much 
amiss.  When  I  was  so  dreadfully  ill  that  I  could  hardly 
speak  five  minutes  without  loss  of  breath,  I  found  that 
the  exertion  of  dictating  the  nonsense  of  Captain  Dalgetty 
to  William  lAidlaw  suspended  for  a  time  the  sense  of  my 
situation.  Indeed,  what  can  one  think  of,  except  the 
topics  which  are  most  interesting  him?  and  though  I 
would  not  permit  them  to  rule  me  like  a  nightmare,  yet 
one  might  as  well  tiiink  of  ohanging  his  nature  entirely, 

VOL.  in.  L 
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as  to  banish  them  altogether  out  of  his  reflections.  And 
BO,  courage,  1117  good  friend :  we  shall  live  to  do  many 
clerer  thii^  togetJier  yet 

"  The  news  £rom  Edinbn^h  are  very  distressiug,  for 
with  the  usual  degree  of  party  spirit  there  has  existed  of 
late  a  degree  of  violeoce  which  will  be  slaked,  I  fear,  with 
nothing  but  blood ;  I  expect  daily  to  hear  that  some  one 
ie  killed.  The  Scotsman  and  Hmuw  have  much  to  answer 
for.  I  have  kept  L.  out  of  the  scrape,  in  which  some  of 
the  young  men  are  knee^eep. 

"My  own  case  is  whimsical  enough.  I  was  &irly 
forced,  contrary  to  my  own  judgment,  and  to  all  that  I 
proposed,  to  join  in  a  bond  of  credit  for  the  paper,  and 
now  they  ba,ve  turned  me  out  without  consulting  whether 
I  thought  it  handsome  or  honourable  to  retreat  at  such  a 
period.  So  I  am  sad  and  sulky,  for  I  think  the  seniors 
m^ht  have  been  mediators,  not  fugitives.* 

"  I  have  written  a  great  deal,  but  have  still  to  thank 
you  for  the  great  kindness  you  have  shown  about  the 
wine,  which  arrived  in  the  moat  perfect  safety  in  Sdin- 
boi^h,  and  will  be  here  next  week.  The  lote  are 
extremely  moderate,  and  as  I  shall  have  some  cash  at 
Coutts's  next  week,  I  will  send  an  order  for  the  amount 

"  Yon  have  such  a  genius  for  finding  out  all  that  your 
friends  want,  that  perhaps  you  may  light  on  some  old  oak- 
panelling  in  the  course  of  your  researches.  I  should  like 
much  to  make  a  purchase  of  that  kind  for  fitting  up  my 
future  libraiy. 

*  Sir  Walter  here  alludaa  to  T)u  Btacoji,  for  which  publication  h« 
bad  wUiappily  allowed  bimMlf  to  become  a  responaible  p*Tty. 
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"  I  beg  my  best  r^ards  to  Mrs.  Constable,  David,  if 
arrived,  you,  and  all  your  family.  I  sincerely  bope  and 
bust  yom  naturally  strong  conatitutioD  may  recruit  itself 
by  ease  and  exercise,  and  that  yon  will,  like  me,  pay  the 
fine  and  renew  tbe  lease  of  the  precarions  tenement.  In 
the  best  period  of  my  health  I  was  never  better  than  at 
present^  bating  that  my  joints  are,  of  course,  stiffer  than 
they  vera  I  make  a  point  of  riding  or  walking  two  or 
three  hours  at  least  every  day,  and  Lockbart's  cottage  at 
two  miles  forms  a  pleasant  object  for  my  exercise.  Fray 
let  me  hear  from  you  at  your  leisure,  and  believe  me,  with 
much  regard  and  many  good  wishes,  very  sincerely  yours, 
"  Waiteb  Scott." 

The  plans  r^arding  which  Sir  Walter  thus  writes,  and 
of  which  the  complimentary  letter  from  Mr.  Lockhart 
which  I  have  cited  ^  does  not  at  least  imply  disapproval, 
are  characterized  by  the  latter  as  "  extravagant  projects,"  ' 
and  intawluced  to  the  public  in  the  feUowing  passages  of 
the  Bi(^raphy : — 

"  In  Angnat  appeared  Qst  voIqum  of  the  Norelist'B  Library,  con- 
taining Sootf ■  Lif«  ot  Smollett ;  and  it  being  nov  aacertained  that 
John  BalUntyne  had  died  a  debbor,  the  editor  offered  to  proceed  with 
this  aeriea  of  prefaces,  on  the  footing  that  the  whole  profits  of  the 
work  ehonld  go  to  his  widow.  Mr.  Constable,  whose  health  was  now 
hegilinillg  to  break,  had  gone  sontliwarda  in  qneat  of  more  genial  air, 
and  was  at  Hastings  [Brighton]  when  be  heard  of  this  proposition.  He 
immediately  wrote  to  me,  entreating  me  to  represent  to  Sir  Walter 
that  the  nndertaking,  baTing  been  ooldly  received  at  Br«t,  was  unlikely 
to  grow  in  favonr  if  continned  on  the  same  ^n — that  in  hi*  opinieu 
the  bulk  of  the  rolumea,  and  the  small  type  of  tbeir  text,  had  been 

>  See  anU,  p.  167.  '  See  life,  voL  v.  p.  122. 
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unwuely  cIioBen  for  m  work  of  mere  tmtertkiDment,  and  could  oijj  be 
•nitsble  for  one  of  reference  ;  that  BallMltjtie't  Novelut's  lAhmj, 
therefore,  ooght  to  be  stopped  at  once,  and  another  in  a  lighter  ahape, 
to  range  with  the  late  collected  edition  of  the  fint  aeriM  of  the 
Waveriey  Romanoe*,  aaaoanced  with  hia  own  name  aa  pnUUhar,  and 
Soott'i  aa  editor.  Re  proposed  at  the  aame  time  to  oommecoe  the 
iuue  of  a  Select  Library  of  English  Poetry,  with  preface*  and  a  few 
notei  by  the  aame  hand ;  and  calculating  that  each  of  tbeee  collectioiw 
■hoold  extend  to  twenty-five  volumea,  and  that  the  publication  oE  both 
might  be  oondnded  within  two  yean — '  the  writing  of  the  prefacea, 
etc,  forming  perhapt  an  occasioiud  relief  from  more  important  labours ! ' 
—the  boohaeller  offered  to  pay  their  editor  in  all  the  sum  of  £<000 :  a 
BmaU  portion  of  which  sum,  as  he  hinted  ^where  T],  would  andonbtedly 
be  more  than  Mrs.  John  BoIIantyne  could  ever  hope  to  derive  from  the 
proMcation  of  her  huiband'a  lait  publishing  adventure.  Various 
causes  combined  to  prevent  the  realisation  of  these  magnifioent  pro- 
jects. Scott  now,  aa  at  the  banning  of  his  career  of  speculation,  had 
views  about  what  a  collection  of  English  Poeby  should  be,  in  which 
even  Constable  could  not,  on  consideration,  be  made  to  concur  ;  and  I 
have  already  ezplained  the  coldness  with  which  he  regaided  farthw 
attempts  upon  our  Elder  Novelists.  The  Ballantyne  Library  crept  on 
to  the  tenth  volume,  and  was  then  dropped  abruptly  ;  and  the  double 
negotiation  with  Conitahle  was  never  renewed." 


From  the  alltiaioQ  here  to  Mrs.  John  BaU&ntyQe,  it 
might  be  inferred  that  my  father's  interest  in  that  lady 
was  neither  generous  nor  activa  I  find,  on  the  contrary, 
from  her  letters  in  my  possession,  that  he  embraced  eveiy 
opportunity  that  presented  itself  to  do  hei  servica  She 
writes  on  the  28tb  June  1822  : — "  My  husband  nsed  often 
to  say  to  me  that  he  was  certain  he  should  know  what 
was  passing  on  earth  after  he  was  dead.  I  have  no  faith 
in  this ;  but  if  it  be  really  eo,  be  must  be  comforted  by 
your  kindness  to  his  poor  widow." 

The  following  letter  from  my  &ther  is  in  reply  to  Sir 
Walter's  of  the  30th  September  :— 
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Me.  CoMSTABiJi  to  SiE  Waltek  Scott. 

"  Castlbbeabk  Pamt,  Eauno,  Mjddlsuei, 
3d  Novembrr  1821. 

"  Bear  Sik  Walter, — I  have  been  greatly  too  long  in 
replying  to  your  veiy  kind  and  obliging  letter,  which  duly 
reached  me  at  Brighton.  Some  portion  of  my  time  has 
been  taken  up  since  in  quest  of  a  residence  for  the  winter, 
and  X  am  at  last  fixed  here  in  an  excellent  hoose,  standing 
in  a  field  of  twenty  acres,  nearly  one-third  covered  by 
fine  elms  two  centuries  old,  gardens,  etc.  The  situation  is 
very  dry,  and  said  to  be  very  healthy.  It  was  lately  the 
residence  of  a  wealthy  London  citizen,  who  left  it  in  the 
best  order — much  too  good  for  me ;  but  with  this  as 
with  other  thii^  I  must  endeavour  to  be  content 

"  I  shall  in  a  very  few  days  have  the  pleasure  of  writ- 
ing very  fully  to  yon  on  the  various  important  matters  of 
yonr  last  In  the  meantime  your  drafts  on  A.  C.  and  Co., 
for  the  copyrights  of  the  four  works  named  in  your  letter 
of  the  30th  September,  will  be  accepted  at  my  house  in 
Edinburgh.  They  will,  I  think,  require  to  be  drawn  as 
under,*  and  we  ahaU  make  the  amount  five  thousand 
gaineas  instead  of  five  thousand  pounds.  I  wish  I  had 
golden  guineas  for  the  sum  at  my  hand,  and  to  save  trouble 
yoD  should  have  them,  and  of  the  full  vmghi  into  the 
bargain, — not  as  it  has  been  recorded  of  Jacob  Tonson's 
of  old,  who  used  to  settie — with  Dryden  I  think  it  was — 
in  light  eilver.  The  wares  with  which  the  booksellers  of 
die  present  time  go  to  market  are  better  than  those  of 
Tonson's  days,  and  thus  the  source  of  modem  liberality. 

'  Ths  temiB  of  -Uie  dnft  are  not  giren  in  my  copy  of  thii  letter. 
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"  New  editions  of  the  Hietorical  EomanceSj  in  octavo 
and  poat,  ate  now,  I  presume,  in  the  printing-office.  I 
learn  there  will  be  beaidea  a  great  preaa  of  other  works  in 
hand  for  this  winter  and  next  spring,  and  as  we  are  all 
much  interested  in  their  progress,  perhaps  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  and  great  scheme  should  stand  over  for 
a  year.    But  all  this  shall  be  adjnsted  to  yoxa  wish. 

"  I  should  be  very  happy  to  undertake  the  edition  of 
Don  Quixote  by  our  Mend  Lockhart  Perhaps  you  would 
have  the  goodness  to  desire  Mr.  Ballantyne  to  fbrward  the 
paper  and  print  account  with  a  copy  of  the  book  to  me, 
through  the  medium  of  the  High  Street,  that  my  partner 
may  see  the  book  in  its  progiees  here.  My  health  con- 
tinues mach  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  two  months,  I 
live  a  very  quiet  retired  life,  in  which  I  shall  endeavour 
to  persevere ;  but  there  has  been  mnch  sickness  in  my 
family.  Two  of  my  daughtera  have  been  very  ill,  but 
they  are  getting  round  again. 

"  Castlebeare  Park,  as  it  is  called,  is  the  next  house  to 
that  of  the  late  Duke  of  Kent  I  was  in  the  Duke's  the 
other  day,  and  saw  two  fine  pictures,  that  had  not  been 
bid  for  at  the  sale  of  his  Boyal  Highness's  effects,  of  his 
late  Majesty  and  the  Queen,  painted,  I  think,  by  Sir  Wmi. 
Beechy.  Have  yon  any  desire,  if  to  be  had  cheap,  to 
possess  them  1  I  have  some  fine  old  oak  carved  fumituie 
and  panelling  in  view  for  yon. — I  am,  etc,  A.  C." 

Mr.  Lockhart  thus  alludes  to  the  arrangement  above 
mentioned,  and  gives  his  view  of  tJie  position  of  affairs 
at  the  time  it  was  concluded :' — 

>  See  Life,  vol  t.  pp.  147-lBO. 
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"Sir  Wilter  oondnded,  befon  Its  went  to  town  in  November, 
■nother  negotiatian  of  imporUnce  irith  tbia  hoaie.  Tfae;  agreed  to 
^Ts  for  the  remaining  oopyright  of  Hie  four  novela  pabUalied  between 
December  1819  and  January  lS31~to  wit,  Ivaahoe,  The  MonarterT, 
The  Abbot,  and  KenilwoFth— the  nun  of  five  thoniand  gniueaa.  The 
atipnla^B  abont  not  revealing  the  anthoT*!  name,  under  a  peoal^  of 
£8000,  waa  repeated.  By  these  four  noTsla,  the  fmiti  of  aoarcely 
mora  than  twelve  months*  labour,  he  had  already  eleued  at  leaat 
£10,000  before  thia  bargun  wa«  completed.  They,  like  their  prede- 
oaMetB,  were  now  iaiaed  in  a  collectiTe  ahape,  nnder  the  title  of  '  Hia- 
torical  Romanoea,  by  the  Antbor  of  WaTitriey,' 

"loannot  pretandtogoeaa  whattheaetiialatateof  Soott'a  peooniary 
aSain  waa  at  tbe  time  when  John  Ballantyne'e  death  relieved  them 
from  one  great  aonroe  of  oompboatiOD  and  diffionlty.  Bnt  I  have  eaid 
enongh  to  ntiafy  eveiy  reader,  that  when  he  b^an  the  leoond,  and 
far  tbe  larger  dirudon  of  hi*  building  at  Abbotiford,  he  must  have 
oontomplated  the  ntmort  mm  it  conld  coat  bin  at  a  mere  trifle  in 
relation  to  the  raeonrces  at  hia  command.  He  mnat  have  reckoned  on 
daaring  £30,000  at  leaat  in  Um  oomae  of  a  oonple  of  yeaia  by  the 
novala  written  within  aneh  a  period.  The  pabliaher  of  hia  Tales,  who 
beat  knew  bow  they  were  prodaced,  and  what  they  lH«agbt  of  groea 
profit  and  who  moat  have  had  the  strongeit  interest  in  keeping  the 
aothor'a  name  nntamiihed  by  any  riik  or  repntation  of  failare,  would 
willingly,  aa  we  hare  aeea,  have  given  him  £6000  more  within  a  space 
of  two  yeaia  for  works  of  a  leas  acsiona  aort,  likelj'  to  be  despatched 
at  leianre  hours,  withoat  at  all  interfering  with  the  main  manatactore. 
Bat  alaa  I  even  thia  waa  not  all.  Uesars.  Constable  bad  anoh  faith  in 
the  proapeotive  fertility  of  bia  imaginatiou,  that  they  wera  by  tbia  time 
quite  ready  to  sign  batgains  and  grant  biUa  for  novela  and  romanoes 
to  be  pTodnoed  her«after,  but  of  which  the  mbl'eots  and  the  names 
were  alike  unknown  to  them  and  to  the  man  from  whose  pen  they 
were  to  proceed.    A  forgotten  satiriat  well  says, — 


bnt  in  his  cue,  every  external  inflqence  combined  to  stir  the  flame, 
and  swell  the  intoxication  of  restless  exuberant  energy.  Hia  allies 
knew,  indeed,  what  he  did  not,  that  the  sale  of  his  novels  was  rather 
leas  than  it  had  been  in  the  daya  of  Ivanhoe ;  and  bints  had  sometimes 
been  dropped  to  him  that  it  might  be  well  to  try  tbe  efTeot  of  a  pause. 
Bat  he  always  thooght—and  James  Ballantyne  had  decidedly  tbe  same 
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oinDioD — that  hU  beet  tbingi  ware  those  which  be  threw  off  the  moat 
fluilj  and  Bwiftlf ;  anditwaaaawonderthathia  bookaellera,  aeeiughow 
immeaEDrably  even  bia  wont  excelled  in  popularity,  as  in  merit,  any 
other  penou'i  beat,  ahonld  hftre  shrank  from  the  experiment  of  « 
dedaive  damper.  On  the  oontnty,  they  might  be  eicnaeil  for  from 
time  to  time  flattering  tbemaelvea  that  if  the  hooka  aold  at  a  Icaa  rate, 
tbia  might  be  connterpoiaed  by  atiU  greater  rapidity  of  prodnction. 
They  ooold  not  make  np  their  miuda  to  east  the  peerless  vesael  adrift; 
and,  in  abort,  after  ever;  little  whisper  of  pnidential  miigiTing, 
echoed  the  onfailing  batden  of  Ballantyne'a  song — to  push  on,  hoiit- 
ing  more  and  more  sail  aa  the  wind  InBed. 

"  He  was  as  eager  to  do  aa  they  conld  be  to  snggeat — and  this  I  well 
knew  at  the  time.  I  had,  howerer,  no  notion,  untJ  all  hia  oorreepon- 
dence  lay  before  me,  of  the  extent  to  which  he  had  permitted  himself 
tbos  euly  to  baiU  on  the  chanaea  of  life,  health,  and  continnecl  popu- 
larity. Before  the  Fortunes  of  Nigel  iaaued  from  the  press,  Scott  had 
exchanged  instruments,  and  received  bis  bookseller's  bills  for  no  leas 
than  four  '  woifea  of  fiction ' — not  one  of  them  otherwise  dewribed  in 
the  deeds  of  agreemeat — to  be  produced  in  nnbrokeu  mcoeMion,  each 
of  them  to  fill  at  least  three  volnmea,  but  with  proper  saving  clauses 
as  to  increase  of  copy-money  in  case  any  of  them  sboold  run  to  four. 
And  within  two  years  all  tiiis  sntioipstioD  had  been  wiped  off  by 
Peveril  of  the  Peak,  Qnentin  Dnrwari,  St.  Ronsn'a  Well,  and  Sed- 
gauntlet ;  and  the  new  castle  was  by  that  time  oomplete,  and  oto^ 
flowing  with  all  ito  aplendonr;  but  by  that  time  the  end  also  wis 
approaching  t 

"The  splendid  romance  of  The  Pirate  was  published  in  the  beginning 
of  December  1821 ;  and  the  wild  freshness  of  its  atmosphere,  the 
beantiEnl  ooutnwt  of  Minna  and  Brends,  and  the  exquisitely  drawn 
character  of  Capbin  Cleveknd,  found  the  reoeptioD  which  they 
deserved." 


Sydney  Smith  does  not  aeem  to  have  shared  the 
general  admiration  of  thia  novel.  He  -writes  to  my  father 
as  follows : — 

■■  PosTON,  Peeember  21,  I82t. 

"  Deak  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kindness  in 
sending  me  The  Pirate.    You  know  how  much  I  admire 
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the  genius  of  the  author,  but  even  that  haa  ita  limita, 
and  is  exhaustible.  I  am  afraid  'this  novel  will  depend 
upon  the  foimer  reputation  of  the  author,  and  will  add 
nothing  to  it.  It  may  sell,  and  another  may  half  sell, 
but  that  is  all,  unless  he  comes  out  with  something 
vigorous,  and  redeems  bimse1£  I  do  not  blame  him  for 
writing  himself  out,  if  he  knows  he  is  doing  so,  and  baa 
done  his  test,  and  hia  alt.  I  am  for  the  mixture  of 
history  and  fiction.  If  the  native  land  of  Scotland  will 
supply  no  more  scenes  and  characters,  for  he  is  always 
best  in  Scotland,  though  he  was  very  good  in  England 
the  [time]  he  was  there ;  but  pray  (wherever  the  scene  is 
laid)  no  more  Meg  MerrUiea  and  Dominie  Sampson — veiy 
good  the  first  and  second  times,  bat  now  qoite  worn  out, 
and  always  recnmng.  All  htiman  themes  have  an  end 
(except  Taxation) ;  but  I  shall  heartily  r^ret  my  annual 
amusemmt,  if  I  am  about  to  lose  it  I  am  veiy  sorry  to 
hear  you  are  unwell ;  it  is  because  yon  are  so  rich.  If 
you  were  poor  and  had  much  to  fret  you,  you  would  be 
better ;  bat  do  not  be  alarmed,  you  have  yet  twen^  or 
thirty  years  good.  When  yoa  go  off  at  that  distant 
period,  I  think  you  should  leave  me  a  handsome  legacy 
in  books,  as  the  first  person  who  gave  you  a  start  in  lif& 
— Tour  sincere  well-wisher,  Sydney  Smith." 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Letten  lo  Sir  Wtittir  Scott,  oontuniag  nuny  lltflrnr  mggBrtioii^  among 
others  an  auootsted  edition  of  Shajiespeue— latsreatin;  repllM  b;  Sir 
Walter  Scott. 

Mb.  Lockhabt  quotes  one  letter  from  among  those  -writ- 
ten by  my  father  &om  England  to  Sir  Walter  in  the 
earlier  part  of  1823,  and  legaxds  it  as  indicating  a  mind 
unhinged  by  disease.  I  shall  give  my  readers  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  for  themaelres,  by  quoting  not  only  that 
letter,  but  others  of  which  I  happen  to  possess  copies, 
along  with  a  few  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  to  which  some  of 
them  owe  their  origin,  and  which  show  the  cordiality  and 
interest  with  which  he  received  the  literary  suggestions  of 
his  publisher.     Mr.  Lockhart  says  :* — 

"  The  ardent  bookaeller'a  bnun  eeenu  to  han  b«en  well-aigli  no- 
aettled  at  thU  period ;  wkI  I  bare  often  thought  that  th«  fox^n 
which  he  then  BwaUowed  (hie  oomplaint  being  a  threttaaing  of  water 
in  the  cheat)  might  have  had  a  ahare  in  the  extravagant  excitement  of 
hii  mind.  Occaaianally,  however,  he  enten  on  detail!  aa  to  which,  or 
at  leaat  aa  to  Sir  WBlter*a  ahare  in  them,  there  could  not  have  been 
any  mittake ;  and  theae  were,  it  most  be  owned,  of  a  nature  well 
calculated  to  noniiah  and  auatain  in  the  anthor'a  fancy  a  degree  of 
almoat  mod  exhilaration,  near  akin  to  hii  pablisher'a  own  predominant 

I  See  life,  voL  v.  p.  173. 
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Be  this  as  it  may,  the  letters  I  shall  now  give  not  only 
prove  how  useful  my  father's  bibliograpliic  and  historical 
knowledge  often  was  to  the  great  noveliet,  but  the  high 
appreciation  in  which  it  was  held  by  him. 

Mb.  Constable  to  Sia  Walter  Scott. 

"  Caotlkbubz  Pabk,  14  Feby.  1S28. 

"  Allow  me  as  an  old  correspondent  to  offer  you  my 
best  acknowledgments  for  The  Pirate,  which  it  will  be  no 
news  to  you  to  hear  haa  been  eagerly  sought  after  in  the 
South,  and  met  much  public  approbation.  My  copy, 
secluded  as  my  situation  is,  has  been  in  considerable 
lequisitioQ,  and  in  its  travels  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
venerable  General  Dumouriez,  who  resides  a  very  little 
way  off  this  mansion.  He  was  the  only  person  in  the 
nei^bourhood  to  whom  in  my  present  state  of  health  I 
had  any  inclination  to  be  known.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  introduced  to  him,  and  we  have  since  exchanged 
civilities.  The  General  is  at  a  veiy  advanced  period  of 
life.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  1739,  and  is  a  truly  in- 
teresting old  gentleman,  rather  of  short  statnre,  with  much 
of  an  Englishman's  expression  of  countenance,  extremely 
intelligent ;  indeed,  he  is  altogether  what  I  would  suppose 
one  of  our  own  noblesse  to  have  been  who  followed  the 
fortunes  of  Prince  Charles. 

"  With  n^^ard  to  the  period  of  King  James,  which  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  mention,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
anything  very  particular  to  suggest  for  your  consideration. 
I  possess  some  original  letters — of  the  Duke'  of  Lennox 
and  Sichmond,  who  accompanied  James  to  England,  of 
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which  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  a  transcript. 
They  relate  chie6y  to  the  Duke's  private  concerns,  but 
contain  some  few  notices  not  unworthy  of  your  perusal. 
He  was  a  lemaikahle  peison,  and  had,  I  heliere,  three  or 
four  wives  ;  the  death  of  one  of  them  is  referred  to  in  one 
of  his  letters,  hut  the  event  does  not  appear  to  have  occa- 
sioned him  any  particular  grief.  There  was  a  divorce  or 
some  law-process  between  this  lady  and  Lennox ;  but  that 
of  course  will  be  fully  known  to  you.  The  letters  are 
addressed  to  Sir  William  Livingstone  of  Kilsyth,  who  was 
commissioner  of  the  Lennox  estates,  and  a  person  of  some 
consideration  in  Scotland.  I  had  once  a  greater  number 
of  similar  letters,  but  by  some  means  or  other  they  have 
diminished  I  am  not  sure  but  I  gave  one  or  two  of  them 
to  Mr.  Charles  Kirkpatrick  Sharps ;  if  I  did  so  they  are 
safe.  There  is  a  portrait  of  a  Duchess  of  Richmond  in 
Captain  Smith's  account  of  Vii^inian  which  yon  have  seen, 
and  on  the  same  sheet  or.  print  there  is  a  portrait  of  the 
Ijidy  Eebecca  (Pocahontas),  the  daughter  of  Powhatan — a 
king  of  Virginia,  who  married  an  Englishman  of  the  name 
of  Boit  It  is  a  good  many  years  since  I  looked  into 
Smith's  work,  and  I  do  not  now  remember  what  he  says 
of  this  Lady  Rebecca,  but  I  think  she  was  introduced  at 
Court  by  the  Duchess  of  Bichmond,  and  I  dare  say  was 
one  of  the  remaikaUe  persom^es  of  that  day.  She  came 
to  England  in  1616,  and  died  at  Gravesend  the  following 
year,  ae  X  learn  from  a  passage  which  I  extract  &om 
Josaelyn's  Voyages  to  New  England.  London,  1674. 
12mo. 

"  1613. — *  Mr.  John  Bolt,  a  geutlemma  of  good  bduvionr,  fell  in 
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love  with  Pooahontu,  the  onlj  dmugliter  of  Po«hjit«a,  ft  king  in 
Virginia,  and  marrisd  her.  She  \ra>  chriatened,  and  called  the  Ladj 
Bsbecca,  and  died  at  Graveaend  1617.  Sir  Lewia  Stokelf  bruvglit  np 
her  KID,  Thomaa  Bolf.'^P.  240. 

"  1814. — '  Powhatan'a  daughter  in  Ttrgiiii*  obriitened  B«beoca.* — 
P.  246. 

"  1616. — '  Focahontaa,  and  Mr.  Bolf  her  hnabaDd,  went  lor  Bog- 
Und  with  Sir  Thomaa  Dale,  and  aitived  at  Plymonth  12tli  of  June.' — 
P.  247. 

"  There  ia  a  tract  on  Vii^mia  containing  a  pretty  fvill 
account  of  the  christening  of  this  lady,  her  coartehip,  and 
marriage  with  Mr.  Bolf,  written  by  '  Baphe  Hamot  the 
yonger,  secretarie  in  that  colony' — London,  1616,  4to — 
of  which  I  send  you  the  use.  This  is  an  extremely  rare 
tract, — Mr.  Ticknor  told  me  he  had  never  seen  any  other 
copy  of  it  You  have  along  with  it  the  history  and  pre- 
sent state  of  Virginia  by  a  native  of  the  place  (E.  Beverley 
Shehene),  London,  1706,  Svo,  in  which  there  are  some  fur- 
ther particular  of  Pocahontas,  commenciog  in  page  26. 
As  these  two  books  belong  to  a  small  set  of  American 
zaritiea,  I  would  trouble  you  to  return  them  to  my  son, 
Ko.  96  Princes  Street ;  and  if  yon  have  no  further  occa- 
sion for  Xicholl's  Progresses  and  Processions,  you  may  also 
have  the  goodness  to  send  it  at  the  same  time;  Perhaps, 
after  aU,  yon  will  care  little  about  this  '  Pocahontas,'  but 
her  history,  so  &r  as  I  know,  has  never  yet  been  perfectly 
told.  A  work  under  the  title  of  'PocahojUas'  would  make 
the  fortune  of  us  alL 

"  Along  with  the  Duke  of  Lennox's  letters  yon  will  find 
a  copy  of  one  also  addressed  to  Sir  William  livingstone 
of  Kilsyth  by  Margaret  Hartayde,  from  Whythall,  and 
relating  to  the  Queen's  '  Jewell,'  which,  I  believe,  she  had 
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etolen.  I  have  not  at  present  access  to  any  booka  to 
enable  me  to  state  anything  more  of  Margaret's  history, 
but  I  think  there  is  something  on  the  subject  in  the  State 
Trials — Amot  or  M'Lanrin.  I  applied  to  a  &iend  tor 
iziformation  on  this  subject,  who  has  access  to  the  docu- 
ments in  the  State  Paper  Office,^  in  order  to  examine  the 
Eecoids  of  Privy  Council  during  James's  reign,  but  they 
were  unfortunately  burnt  at  the  fire  which  happened  at 
Whitehall  some  years  ago. 

"  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  everything  that  has 
been  published  relative  to  King  James  and  his  times  for 
me,  absent  &om  books  es  I  am  at  present,  to  suppose  I 
can  add  anything  to  your  store  of  information.  Here 
were,  however,  two  or  three  little  books  pablisbed  shortiy 
after  James's  death,  of  bis  sayings  and  maxims,  of  which 
I  can  give  yon  the  titles — some  of  them  must  be  in  the 
Advocates'  Library — and  it  might  be  worth  the  trouble  to 
inquire  after  them.    They  are — 

"  Itl.  ApopbtfaegDU — Sftyingi,  M»Ti»n«  of  King  Jamea,  Lord  Bum 
(uid   another),   smtiU   12mo.     Thii   I   know  waa  in  the  AdTocatea' 

■■  2.  Flores  Begii  or  ProverbeB,  and  Aphorismg  of  Eang  JameB,  col- 
lected hy  L.  S. ;  London,  1627  ;  very  nnall. 

"  3.  Regales  Aphoriimi,  or  a  Roy*!  Chain  of  Oolden  Scntencca,  by 
King  Jamea ;  London,  1650. 

"  I  would  also  recommend  your  looking  into 

"Idaa  the  rfe  JaeiM  Magna  Bryaianm,  GalBce  et  ffj/bemia  prm- 
>tanii»»imi  et  aoffuttiuimi  Stgit,  virtnlibu*  el  orruuneittit,  dilueida 
SnanraUo  emtqw  cum  landaUtiimu  vetervm  rtgiJnu,  monariAie  tt  tn- 
peratorVnu  eomjiaralio  esxieta  et  envneleala — Authore  Tliotna  Aofo, 
Scoto-Britant»o,  Londbu,  1608. 

'  Mf.  George  Chalmers.    See  vol  i.  p.  459. 
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"  Josselyu's  Voy^es  to  New  England  is  an  nucommon 
book,  and  I  have  eztiacted  all  that  relates  to  this  pai- 
ticular  subject  This  last  is  a  scarce  book,  but  I  should 
think  might  be  had  in  the  Adyocates'  libraiy,  and  is  a 
very  nnall  volume.  Tou  are  of  coarse  acquainted  with 
Wilkinson's  Sermon,  '  The  Merchant  Royal,'  a  very 
singular  performance,  preached  at  the  nuptials  of  the 
Jjoti  and  Lady  Hay,  about  the  year  1608.  There  were 
several  editions  of  it,  with  a  represeutation  of  a  maa-of- 
var  (a  ship  of  war,  I  should  say)  on  the  title-paga  The 
preacher  comparee  a  good  wife  to  a  good  ship,  and,  if  I  am 
not  Tniftt^tV**",  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  Lady  Juliana 
Bemeis  in  regard  to  the  properties  of  a  good  woman  and 
a  good  hone, — an  odd  enough  combination  certainly. 

"  There  is  an  account  of  King  James's  first  journey  into 
England  after  Elizabeth's  death  in  NichoU's  Progresses, 
which  will  be  familiar  to  you.  He  visit«d  the  father  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  at  Hnatjngtou,  and  was  present  at  the 
fimeral  of  an  Earl  of  Winton,  at  Seaton  Chapel,  on  the 
day  be  left  Edinburgh.  The  epOt  has  been  pointed  out  to 
me  at  Seaton  where  he  stood  on  the  occasion.  I  wish 
the  Earl  of  Wemyss  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  prevent 
thia  fine  min  going  to  final  decay.  Yon  have  of  course 
aeen  it 

"  There  is  a  quarto  pamphlet  giving  an  account  of  the 
reception  of  King  James  at  Edinburgh  on  his  return  to 
Scotland,  drawn  up  by  Sir  Alei.  Hay,  Clerk,  of  which 
there  is  unquestionably  a  copy  in  the  Advocates'  Library. 
I  have  myself  an  account  of  the  entertainment  of  King 
James,  printed  in  London  about  the  year  1613,  but  I 
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cannot  now  particularly  describe  it  I  am  quite  aware 
that  it  ia  hardly  worth  your  whilo  to  be  thus  troubled, 
feariDg,  as  I  do,  that  I  have  mentioned  nothing  which  is 
□ot  very  insignificant,  though  all  in  some  degree  illustrate 
manners  and  customs,  which  I  know  never  fail  to  interest 
you. 

"  There  were,  I  believe,  many  sermons  preached,  'and 
some  printed,  on  the  subject  of  the  Gowrie  Conspiracy. 
I  have  one  of  them  myself ;  it  is  a  very  singular  perform- 
ance, but  I  have  no  access  to  it  at  present  It  was 
preached  in  the  chapel  of  Whitehall,  a  short  time  after 
James's  accession  to  the  English  throne.  Andrewes, 
Bishop  of  Winchester  (I  believe),  accompanied  James  to 
Scotland ;  and  as  I  am  on  the  subject  of  sermons,  a  kind 
of  research  of  which  I  dare  say  you  would  not  have  sus- 
pected me,  I  am  induced  to  point  out  to  you  a  sermon  of 
the  Bishop's  preached  before  the  King  and  his  Court  at ' 
Holyroodhouse  Chapel,  which  will  be  found  in  a  folio 
volume  of  his.  There  are  often  in  sermons  very  odd  ex- 
pressions, and  occasionally  curious  historical  matter  to  Se 
gleaned ;  for  the  same  reason  I  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending you  to  look  into  the  works  of  William  Cowper, 
Bishop  of  Galloway,  also  of  the  age  of  King  James ;  they 
are  likewise  in  folio,  and  to  be  found  in  the  Advocates' 
Library, 

"  The  people  of  this  country  admire  Ivanhoe  and  Kenil- 
worth  beyond  all  modem  productions,  a  proof  that  the 
author  is  quite  safe  and  perfectly  at  home  in  occupying 
English  ground,  and  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  the  forth- 
coming production  entirely  does  so.     Having  little  or  no 
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bnainess  at  present  to  engage  my  atteution,  my  mind  often 
goes  back  to  the  events  of  former  times — indeed,  I  am 
not  quite  certain  that  I  have  not  retained  more  of  what 
I  have  read  of  the  Rebellion  of  the  year  1715  than  I  could 
repeat  to  you  of  the  public  events  of  my  own  day ;  it 
is  a  period  of  great  interest ;  the  fote  and  character  of 
the  Earl  of  Berwentwater  would  afford  a  very  fine  and 
as  yet  an  untouched  subject.  '  Hadcliffe '  would  be  quite 
admirable,  and  we  have  not  had  anything  from  Northum- 
berland. Ton  must  have  found  in  John  Bell's  collection 
many  of  the  popular  ballads  and  pieces,  which  are  yet 
current  in  that  county,  relative  to  the  BadcIifTe  family. 
The  battle  of  SheriSinuir  would  help  the  subject  greatly. 
I  have  a  considerable  collection  of  printed  papers,  mostly 
in  folio  size,  relative  to  this  period,  which  I  should  have 
great  pleasure  in  communicatiDg. 

"  I  know  you  have  a  copy  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Lord 
Sinclair  who  was  engaged  in  the  Rebellion  of  1716,  which 
I  think  you  told  me  was  extremely  curious ;  when  there 
are  fewer  matters  of  importance  going  on  it  would  cer^ 
tainly  be  worth  while  to  print  this  us.  I  think  it  is  in 
the  form  of  personal  narrative.  I  know  that  your  own 
collection  is  very  complete  as  to  the  second  Rebellion,  in 
1745.  The  Chevalier  Johnstone's  work,  published  last 
year,  ia  remarkably  interesting,  but  I  conjecture  has  been 
very  indifTerently  translated,  and  published  with  a  very 
absurd  preface.  Personal  narratives  are  in  general  very 
interesting. 

"  I  lately  met  with  a  Ms.  journal  of  a  Scots  surgeon,  and 
a  native  of  Dnnkeld,  of  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 

VOL.  III.  M 
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containing  some  curious  enough  matter  relative  to  the 
Athol  family,  and  the  doings  of  those  days.  I  send  you 
a  sight  of  it  I  have  annexed  a  memorandum  of  my 
idea  as  to  the  author,  but  I  have  some  reason  to  consider 
it  not  very  accurate ;  it  could  not  be  difBcult  to  ascertain 
this  point  were  it  worth  inquirii^  after.  He  had  been  a 
very  odd  fellow,  and  it  would  appear  had  written  several 
other  volumes  of  a  similar  kind,  which  I  fear  are  not  now 
to  be  found.  I  hope  the  perusal  of  this  Ma  will  amuse 
you,  particularly  the  adventure  in  a  London  coffee-house, 
on  board  of  Leith  traders,  etc. 

"  I  believe  I  formerly  took  the  liberty  of  saying  some- 
thing of  the  period  of  the  Spani^  Armada,  another  ad- 
mirable subject, — even  the  Laird  of  Anstrutber  would 
come  in  for  a  niche.  He  was  the  son  of  '  Fisher  Willie,' 
and  an  original  member  of  a  certain  celebrated  club,  of 
which  the  late  Laird  of  Innei^elly  was   many  years 

Bovere^n.    You  have  the  chair  of  Admiral  Don (I 

forget  his  name),  wrecked  on  the  Fair  Isle ;  another  of 
the  Spanish  commanders  was  picked  up  near  the  Isle  of 
May  in  a  boat,  and  brought  into  Anstrutber,  where  many 
questions  were  put  to  him  by  the  Laird,  and  what  passed 
on  the  occasion  haa  been  recorded  by  James  Melvil,  then 
minister  of  Anstruther,  in  his  memoirs,  written  by  him- 
self, now  in  the  Advocates'  library.  The  Earl  of  Effing- 
ham had  a  distinguished  command  in  the  fleet,  and 
perhaps  there  could  not  be  a  better  title  than  '  EfiQngham.' 
The  materials  for  this  history  are  very  abundant.  There 
were  several  tracts  printed  at  the  time  of  the  Armada,  I 
'  purchased  one  of  them  at  the  Boxburghe  sale  for  the  Ad- 
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Tocates'  Library,  entitled  '  Copie  of  a  Letter,  etc,  relative 
to  the  Losses  and  Wreck  of  the  Spanish  Navie,  on  the 
Coasts  of  Ireland  and  Scotland ; '  and  there  is  a  printed 
list  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England  who  associated 
to  defend  the  country,  with  the  sums  subscribed  by  each. 
I  have  a  copy  of  this ;  it  is  a  quarto  pamphlet. 

"  I  believe  James  Melvil's  report  of  what  passed  on  the 
examination  of  the  Spaniard  is  in  the  form  of  a  memorial, 
and  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  HS.  of  his  memoirs,  of 
which  the  Advocates  have  the  original,  and  there  is  also 
a  transcript  of  it  in  the  Signet  Library.  I  hope  Dr.  M'Crie 
will  publish  an  edition  of  this  valuable  document  James 
Melvil  was  by  far  the  most  remarkable  of  the  two  brothers. 
They  were  sons  of  the  Laird  of  Cambee,  near  to  the  spot 
where  I  was  bom.  The  old  mansion-houae  of  Cambee, 
an  object  of  my  early  veneration,  has  been  recently 
levelled  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  stable  and  cow- 
house. There  is  an  old  arms  of  the  Melvils  still  left  in  a 
part  of  what  remains — but  only  of  the  17th  centniy — 
and  it  was  the  only  thing  to  be  traced  of  them  when  I 
last  visited  the  placa  Sir  James  Galloway,  Lord  Dun- 
keld,  whose  prophecies  you  have  in  HS.,  acqiured  the  pro- 
perty, which  was  sold  to  Anatnither  of  Balcaskie,  about 
eighty  years  ago,  Lord  Dunkeld  having  been  in  the  Be- 
bellion  of  1745.  I  saw  the  last  Sinclair  of  iZos^in  here 
when  I  was  quite  a  youth.  He  was  pointed  out  to  me  by 
the  children  as  the  man  without  a  shadow,  from  a  sup- 
posed connexion  with  the  devil.  He  passed  the  last 
years  of  his  life  at  Lochty,  in  this  neighbourhood.  This  I 
think  you  will  acknowledge  is  desultory  matter,  more 
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fitting,  you  will  say,  for  an  idle  man  to  give  than  for  one 
80  busy  as  yourself  to  receive  or  to  peruae. 

"  There  vas  a  book  in  the  Gordonstoun  Library,  the 
title  of  which  I  do  not  remember,  and  I  have  no  copy  of 
the  catalc^e  here  to  refer  to,  the  production  of  a  Scots 
Catholic  who  fled  after  the  Keformation,  and  printed 
somewhere  in  France.  It  contained  a  very  curious 
dialogue  on  matters  of  religion,  which  the  author  had  had 
with  King  James,  and  I  remember  an  expression  of  his 
Majesty,  which  occurred  often  when  difiTering  in  opinion 
with  the  author,  and  which  I  suppose  had  been  one  of 
the  King's  customary  phrases, — all  of  us  have  heard  it, 
hut  not  very  often — '  Buff,  buff,  man  ;  I  say  it 's  a'  buff,  I 
say,' — and  ao  I  dread  may  be  said  of  this  letter— but  I  am, 
in  truth,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc.,  A.  C." 

Me.  Constable  to  Sis  Walter  Scott. 

"  Caotlebeake  Pabk,  Eauho,  Middlssbx, 
FOrvar^  1822. 

"  Deab  Sir  Walter, — My  health  is  now  so  much  bet- 
ter that  I  anticipate  retumii^  to  Scotland,  if  I  experience 
no  relapse,  whenever  the  season  of  the  year  shall  be 
sufBciently  favourable  for  my  undertaking  such  a  journey. 
I  have  been  here  now  four  months.  The  place  is  alto- 
gethet  far  beyond  my  wants  ;  but  its  dry  situation,  the 
retirement  of  it,  and  other  circumstances,  induced  me  to 
be  the  tenant  of  what  others  might  perhaps  have  more 
suitably  occupied.  I  have  however  been  getting  better 
almost  daily — which  was  my  first  object ;  indeed,  1  am 
snK  it  will  please  you  to  know  that  my  complaints  have 
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BO  abated,  that,  from  my  own  feelings  and  Dr.  Baillie's 
opinion,  I  b^n  to  have  some  confidence  that  I  am  still 
to  survive,  though  great  care  will  be  necessary :  this  it 
will  be  my  endeavour  to  observa  I  cannot  hope  to  be 
able  for  the  same  extent  of  activity  as  that  in  which  you 
have  seen  me  for  many  years  ;  I  trust,  however,  I  may  be 
so  in  a  more  moderate  degree,  and  yet  enjoy  a  reasonable 
portion  of  happiness,  resulting  from  my  previous  exertions, 
of  which  I  cannot  say  it  has  been  my  lot  to  experience 
much  hitherto. 

"  I  hope  the  transaction  of  the  copyright  was  settled  to 
yoor  wish.  I  desired  that  the  addition  of  interest  should 
be  made  to  the  last  bills.  "With  regard  to  the  plan 
of  British  Novel- Writers,  I  hope  it  will  go  oa  I  have 
various  important  views  regarding  that  undertaking,  about 
which  I  need  not  trouble  you  at  present,  and  I  shall 
indeed  be  sorry  if  the  stock  of  our  deceased  friend  Mr, 
BaUantyne  should  not  be  brought  to  a  good  market  It 
shall  not  fail  in  being  so  from  the  want  of  my  good  wishes, 
and,  believe  me,  I  cannot  feel  a  less  interest  in  regard  to 
the  edition  of  Don  Quixote,  which,  however,  It  is  a  sad 
pity  had  not  been  printed  on  better  paper,  and  made 
altc^ether  a  handsomer-looking  book. 

"  The  works  of  British  Poets  would  no  doubt  have  been 
a  serious  undertaking,  but  it  would  have  had  no  com- 
petitor in  the  market.  K  I  were  not  alarmed  at  the 
hazard  of  being  called  a  projector,  I  would  now  mention 
other  things  which  might  be  subtituted  for  the  British 
Poets.  I  am  aware  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  undertake 
too  much  at  once.     Indeed,  it  cannot  be  done,  and  large 
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concerns  mast,  as  a  matter  of  conise,  be  the  work  of  time ; 
but  you  have  alvajs  received  my  snggeations  with  euch 
uniformly  kind  indulgence,  that  I  can  still  lay  them  be- 
fore you  without  reserve  or  dread  of  misconception,  and 
shall  now  state  to  you  as  briefly  as  I  can  those  to  which 
I  have  just  alluded  and  hinted  at  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Lockbart  At  all  events,  it  cannot  do  any  harm  that  I 
commit  to  my  best  friend  mj  professional  projects,  of 
whatever  nature  they  may  be.  Most  of  those  hitherto 
acted  upon  have,  I  hope,  done  no  injury  to  the  literary 
character  of  the  age.  I  have  perhaps  often  erred  in  hav- 
ing aims  where  my  own  interest  was  too  little  the  object, 
and  whatever  others  may  have  done,  I  have  often  suffered 
by  the  result.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  this  can 
have  no  reference  to  any  of  the  many  and  important 
engagements  with  you,  which  have  hitherto  been  so 
mutually  advantageous,  as  they  mast  doubtless  continue 
to  he.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  many  and  almost  un- 
rivalled advantages  of  professional  reputation  I  have 
enjoyed  as  your  publisher,  and  shall  not  at  present  at- 
tempt to  convey  my  dutiful  sense  of  this  by  any  mere 
expressions  of  gratitude  of  which  I  might  be  capable. 

"In  looking  over  a  bookseUer's  catak^ue  lately — 
which,  iodeed,  is  one  of  my  amusements— I  met  with  an 
extraordinary  article,  a  collection  of  all  that  had  been  writ- 
ten about  Shakespeare,  consisting  of  no  fewer  than  one 
hundred  articles.  I  sent  to  inquire  the  price,  but — as 
Henry  Beaufoy  used  to  say,  '  We  make  money  of  every- 
thing in  London,  sir'— and  it  was  sold.  Had  it  re- 
mained, and  not  been  enormously  expensive,  it  was  my 
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intention,  by  hook  or  by  ctook,  to  have  it  sent  to  Abbots- 
foid. 

"  I  had  juat  praviouBly  to  this  looked  into  the  new 
edition  of  Malone  by  Mr.  Boawell,  -which  is  a  very  valaable 
book ;  bnt  really  few  people  care  so  mach  about  the 
varioua  readings  and  texts  of  Shakespeare  as  to  purchase 
twenty  vols,  octavo,  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
supplied  with  a  more  readable  book  at  leas  expense,  and 
in  fewer  volnmes.  In  my  early  days,  Johnson  and 
Steevens  was  to  be  had  in  ten  volmnes ;  but  it  increased 
to  fourteen  or  fifteen  under  honest  Geoi^  Steevens,  and 
Isaac  Beid  completed  the  job  by  extending  Shakespeare 
to  twentynjne  volumes.  General  readers  don't  want  the 
prefaces  and  notes  of  all  the  commentators  on  the  author, 
nor  to  have  a  book  loaded  with  so  much  minute  black- 
letter  illustration. 

"  An  edition  of  the  immortal  baid  might  be  brought 
out  in  twelve  or  fourteen  volumes,  with  a  set  of  readable 
and  amusing  notes.  There  ought,  besides,  to  be  an  in- 
troductory volume,  written  on  purpose,  giving  a  general 
view  of  Shakespeare's  life,  writings,  times,  and  also  an 
accoimt  of  the  labours  of  former  editors :  but  there  is 
only  one  individual  into  whose  hands  such  an  undertaking 
could  be  put,  to  embrace  and  secure  all  the  advantages 
which  I  would  conceive  it  necessary  to  have  accomplished, 
and  to  enable  the  publishers  to  propose  to  that  individual 
sufficient  remuneration  for  such  a  work.  At  present  I 
shall  not  say  more ;  but  I  trust  you  vrill  give  it  your 
best  consideration,  and  if  you  honour  me  by  any  reply  to 
this  or  any  other  part  of  my  letter,  allow  me  to  request 
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&ta.t  it  may  come  to  myself  direct,  here.  I  could,  I  be- 
lieve, still  get  you  nearly  a  complete  set  of  all  that  has 
been  written  about  Shakespeare,  which,  perhaps,  you 
might  like  to  possess. 

"  You  will  have  heard  that  the  new  edition  of  Drydea 
moves  very  fairly,  and  that  our  friend  Swift  is  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  out  of  the  market.  I  think  I  mentioned  to 
you  the  plan  I  had  of  publishing  the  biographical 
memoirs  of  Dryden  and  Swift  together,  detached  from  the 
respective  works.  There  are  many  who  possess  former 
editions  of  Dryden  and  Swift  who  would  readily  buy 
your  biographical  accounts  of  them,  if  to  be  had  in  a 
detached  form.  It  would  not  only  answer  my  purpose, 
but  be  received  by  the  public  with  kindness ;  at  least 
such  are  my  own  feelings.  We  have  already  printed  1000 
copies  of  Drydea's  Life,  and  I  hope  shall  by  and  bye  have 
a  similar  extra  number  of  the  Life  of  Swift. 

"  In  my  seclusion  from  the  bustle  of  the  world,  anxious 
as  I  have  been  to  separate  my  mind  from  worldly  cares 
— those  at  least  created  by  myself — I  have  found  it  very 
difficult  to  do  eo,  and  Z  daresay  I  have  planned  as  many 
books  as  would  be  quite  snfBcient  business  for  years  to 
come.  I  have  committed  most  of  the  plans  to  writing, 
and  whether  Providence  may  spare  my  own  life  to  see 
any  of  them  accomplished,  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  litera- 
ture, and  those  to  come  after  me  in  the  profession,  they 
may  all  one  day  or  other  be  acted  upon,  and  to  this  ex- 
tent only  do  my  anxieties  reach.  In  the  course  of  such 
cogitations,  it  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  you  might  not 
be  unwilling  to  see  six  or  seven  handsome  octavo  volumes 
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publiabed  of  your  own  niiscellaneons  prose  writings,  with 
some  such  title  as  this — 'The  Miscellaneous  Works  in 
Prose  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart.'  Of  course  I  mean  only 
such  as  are  the  property  of  my  own  house,  and  such  other 
of  your  fugitive  writings  as  you  would  be  disposed  to 
sanction  with  your  name.  Such  a  work  will  be  done 
some  day  or  other,  bat  never  so  properly  as  under  your 
own  eye.  With  your  leave  I  shall  now  mention  what,  in 
my  opinion,  such  a  collection  might  consist  of : — 

1.  Life  of  Dt^den. 

2.  Life  of  SwifL 

3.  Account  of  Anna  SewKrd. 
Aocoont  of  Sir  B&lph  Sadler. 

Acconnt  of  the  Earl  of  Peterboningli  (from  Carleton's  Memoira). 

Chuscter  of  Lord  Melville. 

Character  of  Henry,  Dake  of  Buccleugh,  and  bis  ion  (the  laat 
Duke).  Thii  diatiDgaiahed  peraoo  waa  a  nan  of  higher  talent 
tban  the  world  knew.  You  read  to  me  some  ;ean  ago  a 
letter  to  yourself  from  bia  Grace,  od  the  aubject  of  the 
Lanresteabip,  which  made  an  impreaaion  upon  my  mind  that  I 
ahall  never  forget.'  Lord  Hntcbinaon't  from  Egypt  on  the 
death  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  I«rd  ColliDga'ood'i  on  the 
death  of  Nelson,  and  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun's  from  Conmna, 
after  the  unfortunate  fate  of  Geoeral  Moore,  do  not  anrpaaa 
it  i  and,  to  my  taste,  they  are  the  fioett  specimena  of  letter- 
writing  of  modern  timea. 

4.  The  article*  Chivalry  and  The  Drama,  in  the  Supplement  to  the 

Encyclapiedia.     Introduction  to  the  Castle  of  Otranto. 
0.  Paul's  Letters.    Some  additions  would  be  wanted  to  this  volume, 
which  yon  youneU  can  best  suggest. 

6.  Historical  part  of  the  Edinburgh  Annual  Register,  1814-lE. 

7.  Introduction  to  the  Border  Antiquitiea.     There  would  be  other 

matter  wanted  to  fill  up  this,  which,  I  dare  lay,  you  can 
supply.  I  would  not  propose  printing  anything  from  either  of 
the  Beviews. 

>  See  life,  voL  iii.  p.  79. 
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"  The  Bale  of  ench  a  collectioii  aa  tliia  would  be  quite 
certain,  and  the  hook,  I  tbinlc,  might  he  edited  withont 
much  trouble,  and  -whatever  portioD  does  not  already 
belong  to  my  hoase,  we  should  gladly  and  handsomely  pay 
for.  The  volumes  as  to  size  should  he  similar  to  Dryden's 
Life ;  and  in  order  to  make  Swift  less  bulky  than  at  pre- 
sent, the  printing  mnat  be  differently  arranged — it  being 
a  much  thicker  volume  than  the  Life  of  Bryden.  The 
above  is  a  veiy  imperfect  list,  no  doubt,  but  I  have  no 
books  nor  anything  to  assist  my  memory  in  making  it  less 
60 ;  and  I  hope  1  have  not  fathered  upon  you  any  of  the 
works  of  otheis. 

"  The  weather  is  now  getting  fine,  and  I  endeavour  to 
he  out  of  doors  as  much  as  I  possibly  can,  and  within 
doors  am  surrounded  with  every  domestic  blessing,  I 
lead,  however,  a  solitary  enough  life,  compared  to  former 
days.  I  cannot  say  that  my  old  acquaintances  are  trouble- 
some to  me,  and  it  is  fortunate  I  have  no  desire  it  should 
be  otherwi&et  I  have  a  musical  friend,  a  physician,  who 
comes  occasionally,  though  not  profeesionally,  to  pay  me  a 
visit ;  he  composes,  sings,  and  plays  delightfully.  Doctor 
Kitchiner's  name,  I  dare  say,  may  be  known  to  you; 
he  is  the  author  of  a  uuivereally  interesting  work.  The 
Cook's  Oracle,  and  of  a  very  useful  and  amusing  little 
volume,  entitled  The  Art  of  Prolonging  Life,  of  which  last 
allow  me  to  advise  you  to  get  a  copy.  He  is  nearly  as 
great  an  enthusiast  about  music  as  I  ever  met  with — about 
anything.  He  has  been  talking  to  me  about  having  all 
the  aongs  in  your  Poetical  Works  set  to  music,  which  he 
offers  to  undertake;  it  would  make  a  volume  equal  at 
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least  to  one  of  those  published  by  Mr.  George  Thomson. 
Many  of  the  songs  have  had  a  great  sale  separately,  and  Z 
don't  see  why  the  whole  might  not  be  published  in  the 
manner  Br.  Kitehiner  has  suggested.  I  would  come  under 
no  engagement  in  the  matter,  nor  shall  I  give  it  much 
of  my  consideration  till  I  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
favoured  with  your  opinion,  and  of  course  approbation,  of 
such  a  work  I  enclose  you  a  specimen  of  the  Doctor's 
doings  in  this  way,  the  song  of '  Love  wakes  and  weeps,'^ 
which  he  sent  to  my  daughter  the  other  day.  He  has  also 
his  eye  to  the  songs  in  the  Novels  and  Tales,  etc.,  of  the 
Author  of  Waverley,  but  I  told  him,  what  you  and  I  know 
to  be  quite  true,  that  there  is  difficulty  in  having  access 
to  that  distinguished  individual ;  and  I  held  out  no  hope 
to  him  that  I  could  at  all  reach  the  founttoidiead,  where 
alone  liberty  could  be  obtained  for  such  an  imdertaking. 

"  I  have  still  further  matters  about  which  I  should  like 
to  write  to  you,  but  the  present  will  be  a  sufiBcient  injlicUon 
for  one  despatch;  and  to  conclude,  permit  me  now  to 
assure  you  that  I  continue  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc, 
"  Abchibald  Constable." 

Although  I  find  the  two  preceding  letters  in  eastenso,  as 
I  hare  printed  them,  among  the  copies  in  my  possession 
of  my  father's  letters  to  Sit  Walter,  I  am  indined  to  think, 
from  the  close  neighbourhood  of  their  dates,  that  one  letter 
only  bad  been  despatched,  in  which  the  substance  of  both 
had  been  embodied.  Sir  Walter's  letter,  dated  Edinburgh, 
February  2C,  1822,  strengthens  this  conviction,  but  before 

1  Prom  The  Pir»t«. 
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quoting  it,  I  shall  give  the  ODe  to  which  he  allades  in  the 
b^ntuDg  of  it : — 

Sm  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Constablk 

■•  Edinburoh,  leAFtb.  1823. 
"  Mt  dear  Sir, — I  have  been  long  thinking  of  writing 
to  70U,  but  was  afraid  of  my  letter  being  an  intrusion ; 
for,  though  I  know  you  would  not  think  any  commuaica- 
tion  from  me  could  be  so  while  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
health,  yet  sometimes  the  correspondence  which  one  values 
most  may  be  inconvenient  in  a  time  of  indisposition.  You 
remember  when  you  brought  a  physician  to  see  me  in 
1819  or  1820,  and  I.  should  have  felt  working  or  dictating 
a  letter  a  dreadful  task  at  that  moment,  although  it  has 
pleased  God  I  am  now  as  well  as  a  man  who  feela  himself 
on  the  other  side  of  the  hill  can  pretend  to  be.  I  wiah, 
my  valued  and  very  old  friend,  that  I  conid  bring  you  any 
man  of  art  who  could  put  yon  on  your  alert  again.  But  I 
do  not  believe  these  gentlemen  can  do  much  for  us  beyond 
a  certain  point ;  bat  when  they  have  regulated  our  body 
to  the  best  of  their  skill,  our  spirit  and  courage  can  do 
much  for  ua  afterwards.  I  remember  when  I  was  totally 
unable  to  walk  without  assistance,  I  insisted  upon  being 
lifted  on  ray  pony,  with  one  man  to  lead  it  and  another 
to  hold  me  on,  and  in  that  helpless  state  recovered  my 
usual  habits  of  the  open  air  and  free  exercise.  And  day 
after  day  I  lay  on  the  sofa  at  Hnntly  Bum  for  half-an-hour, 
scarce  able  to  speak  a  word,  and  then  was  escorted  back 
to  Abbotsford  in  the  same  doleful  condition.  So  cheer  up 
yonr  heart,  my  good  old  friend ;  there  are  momenta  when 
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oar  constitution  takes  an  uncertain,  changeable  sort  of 
waTering,  but  if  attended  to  it  settles.  We  fine,  and 
renew  our  lease  of  life,  if  not  quite  on  the  same  terms  as 
in  OUT  youth,  jet  on  those  which  are  well  worth  having, 
tbongh  not  quit«  so  advantt^ous.  I  remember  keeping 
my  spirits  afloat  when  I  saw  all  around  me  despairing, — 
even  to  Maida  my  wolf-dog,  who  howled  most  detestably, 
and  my  piper,  who  assisted  in  laying  me  in  the  bath  when 
I  waa  very  bad  indeed, — and  chiefly  by  meana  of  an  old 
ballad  of  Robin  Hood,  in  which,  when  in  extreme  peril, 
the  hero  is  made  to  say, 

'  0  Uetaed  Virg^  qnotb  Bobin  Hood, 

That  Mi  both  Mother  aod  Mar, 
I  think  it  wu  aerer  nun's  destiny 
To  din  before  hu  day.' 

So  keep  up  your  heart,  and  we  shall  have  a  bottle  of  good 
claret  betwixt  us  yet,  and  many  an  old-fashioned  Scotch 
tale  and  story,  such  as  would  have  pleased  Oldbuck  of 
Monkbams.  We  have  lost  'jocund  Johnnie,'  to  be  sure, 
but  we  have  enough  of  old  recollections  of  times  before 
our  day,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of  our  own  time,  when  we 
werebothstrugglingto  emancipate  ourselves fromobscurity, 
to  make  the  chimney-nook  a  merry  one  in  which  we  shall 
have  our  next  social  meeting. 

"  Concerning  business,  our  more  important  affairs  go  on 
as  you  would  wish.  I  have  been  a  loser  by  missing  your 
liberal  propceal  of  continuing  the  Kovel  business,  but  I 
readily  consented  to  continue  the  communication  of  the 
lives  for  a  certain  time,  at  no  other  expense  than  £50  or 
£60  for  three  years  to  Mrs.  John  Ballantyne,  whose  income 
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will  1)6  limited  till  Trinity  be  soli  I  do  not  part  with  the 
copyright,  however,  which  I  reckon  valuable ;  of  conree  I 
declined  any  treaty  with  Huiat's  people  until  I  learned 
whether  you  would  either  pnnue  the  old  plan  or  take  this 
new  plan.  I  told  Mr.  Cadell  how  much  I  ahoidd  be  hurt 
at  the  idea  of  anything  paeeing  which  yon  wished  to  be 
concerned  in — and  indeed  had  planned,  and  which  I  was 
to  have  the  mani^ment  of,  without  yonr  being  Mly  sen- 
sible that  it  was  wholly  in  yonr  offer.  I  am  sensible  at 
the  same  time  of  the  force  of  the  reasons  which  be  allied 
for  not  immediately  taking  the  interest  in  it  which  you 
originally  proffered.  It  13  so  ranch  the  worse  for  me,  as  I 
shall  now  do  gratuitously,  or  nearly  so,  what  you  proffered 
me  handsome  payment  for ;  but  that  is  no  great  matter, 
for  I  think  the  copyrights  of  the  lives  of  Novelists,  by  the 
author  of  W — y,  with  critical  remarks,  will  be  a  valuable 
property  of  itself  some  time  or  other.  I  should  do  Mr. 
CadeU  great  iujustice  if  I  did  not  say  he  conducted  him- 
self in  every  respect  towards  me  as  you  would  wish  him 
to  do  were  yon  present,  and  that  I  have  evety  reason, 
which  I  know  you  would  wish  me  to  have,  to  be  satisfied 
witii  the  firm  of  Constable  and  Co. 

"  James  Ballantyne  brought  me  pleasant  news  of  your 
health,  and  the  assurance  of  yonr  kindness  towards  me  in 
two  books — the  one  of  which,  being  the  most  beautiful 
manuscript  I  ever  saw  in  my  life,  I  intend  generously  to 
bestow  on  my  wife — and  the  other,  being  a  tvui  for  my 
own  cracking,  I  reserve  for  my  own  very  small  selection 
of  R  B.  R  Nothii^  delights  me  so  much  as  sudi  a 
narration  as  Master  Wenlocke's,  which  lets  you  at  once 
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into  all  the  minute  and  domestic  concerns  of  a  period  so 
intetesting.  So,  many  thanks  to  you  for  both,  and  your 
coatinned  r^ard. 

"I  have  little  to  tell  you  of  Edinburgh  news.  You 
would,  I  know,  sympathize  with  my  great  pleasure  at  my 
fiiend  "Will  Eiskine's  promotion  to  the  Bench.  My  own 
family  is  all  well :  Charles  studying  in  Wales,  Walter 
following  ODt  the  great  art  of  war  at  Berlin.  Allan  has 
made  one  of  the  finest  pictures  of  the  young  lieutenant 
you  ever  saw, — faU  length,  in  uniform,  and  holding  his 
jennet.  I  mean  it  for  the  only  picture  in  my  library.  I 
shall  not  he  in  London  this  year.  The  last  was  expensive 
both  in  the  actual  outlay  of  money,  and  BtUl  more  in 
interfering  with  the  means  of  making  it ;  but  I  could  not 
help  either,  bo  must  work  the  harder  this  year,  which, 
thank  Ood,  I  have  both  inclination  and  health  to  da 

"  I  cannot  help  wishing  your  houae  Lockhart's  Quixote. 
The  notes  are  most  curious,  and  I  think  it  cannot  but 
supersede  every  other ;  besides,  he  will  hlaze  one  day ;  of 
that,  if  God  spare  him,  there  is  little  doubt.  It  is  good  to 
have  an  early  interest  in  a  rising  author. 

"  I  hope  you  get  on  well  with  your  proposed  Catalogue 
of  your  own  rare  volumes,  and  that  you  are  adding  to  it 
all  the  anecdotes  which  your  ever  powerful  memory  and 
early  and  constant  inqoiiy  into  these  subjects  enable  you 
to  throw  together.  In  doing  so  you  will  add  a  valuable 
treaame  to  the  bibliography  of  Scotland. 

"  I  intended  to  write  but  a  few  lines,  and  behold  the 
fifth  page  encroached  upon  !  It  will  serve,  however,  with 
my  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Constable  and  family,  to  show 
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that  I  always  am,  my  very  good  and  old  fiiend,  youte 
faithfully  and  sincerely,  Waltkr  Scott," 

The  Same  to  the  Saji e. 

"BDiNBUXoa,  2&tk  Ftbnuay  1822. 

"My  good  Friehd, — Tou  will  find  our  letters  have 
crossed  each  other.  I  told  you  some  particulars  of  what 
we  were  about  here  in  my  last,  and  I  learn  from  yoius 
with  pleasure  that  your  health  is  improving.  We  cannot 
grow  young  again,  hut  we  may  be  good  stout  old  carles  for 
all  that  Your  Castlebeare  Park  has  a  grand  sound  about 
it  I  am  Sony  I  ahall  not  see  you  in  it ;  but  London  had 
too  much  of  my  time  last  year,  and  in  truth  is  fit  for 
nothing  but  spending  money.  My  last  acquainted  yon  of 
what  was  done  in  the  matter  of  the  Novels.  The  sketches 
[bic^raphical  notices}  wOl  be  of  value  should  we  ever 
think  of  the  Prose  Works,  as  I  retain  my  interest  in  them, 
unless  when  united  to  the  text  of  the  Novels.  It  is  a 
sacrifice  on  my  own  part,  but  it  puts  all  John's  afTairs 
easy,  and  gives  his  widow  an  asBui-anCe  of  competency, 
time  to  sell  Trinity  to  advantage,  and  so  on. 

"  A  Shakespeare,  to  say  truth,  has  been  often  a.  favourite 
scheme  with  me ;  a  sensible  Shakespeare,  in  which  the 
useful  and  readable  notes  should  be  condensed  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  trash ;  but  it  would  req^uire  much  time, 
and,  I  fear,  more  patience  than  I  may  ever  be  able  to 
command.  Then,  when  the  world  sees  it,  they  would 
certainly  be  disappointed,  for  of  a  name  of  notoriety  they 
would  expect  something  new  on  a  subject  where  there  is 
nothing  new  to  be  said  ;  and  when  they  found  it  was  only 
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a  selection  and  coadeusatioD  of  the  labours  of  former 
editors,  they  would  be  apt  to  couceive  themselves  imposed 
upon.  Yet,  30  long  ago  as  when  John  Ballantyne  was  in 
HanoTer  Street,  I  did  think  seriously  of  such  a  thing,  and 
I  still  think  it  a  desideratum  in  English  literature. 

"  Whenever  you  wish  Swift  to  go  to  press  I  am  in  great 
preparation.  I  have  added  a  good  deal  to  the  correspon- 
dence, and  made  many  additions  to  and  some  corrections 
in  the  Life.  I  have  also  almost  completed  the  new 
arrangement,  which  you  may  remember  you  recommended ; 
so  aU  that  matter  waits  only  the  public  demand  and  your 
sanction. 

"  I  should  like  the  plan  of  the  Prose  Works  well,  though 
some  are  slovenly  written,  and  would  require  correction ; 
but  then  the  letters  from  abroad  should  come  first.  Z 
thiok  of  them  often,  and  am  not  much  shocked  to  see  so 
many  things  of  the  kind  published.  The  iashion  will  be 
over  in  a  short  time,  and  then  such  a  work  as  Paul's 
Letters  will  have  the  merit  of  novelty.  You  remember 
much  more  than  I  do  of  my  prosaics.  John  Ballantyne 
could  have  added  much  to  the  list,  and  I  believe  had  a 
collection  of  them  which  I  shall  try  to  recover.  They  are 
almost  all  your  own  property,  I  think.  Lockhart  will  lose 
bis  joke  if  such  a  collectioD  should  appear,  for  at  present 
he  tells  Sophia  that  if  her  father  is  the  greater  poet,  bis 
own  is  the  more  complete  proser.  .  .  . 

"  The  letters  of  the  Duke  of  Lennox  are  interesting ; 

they  show  him  to  be  a  just  and  fEiir  man,  I  think,  and  the 

httie  details  which  they  contain  are  valuable  at  such  a 

distance  of  time.     I  perceive  he  mentions  his  beautiful 

VOL.  ni.  s 
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Caatle  of  Indunumn  on  Loch  Lomond,  and  that  he  seems 
to  have  intended  to  huy  Solmaronock,  near  Buckhaven, 
which  fell  afterwards  into  the  possession  of  the  Cocbianes. 

"  Your  old  tact  does  not  deceive  yotL  In  good  hands 
Pocahoutoa  would  make  a  capital  story,  bat  it  most  he 
written  by  some  one  who  knows  American  and  Indian 
manners  moie  familiaxly  than  can  be  acquired  from  books. 
It  might  be  united  with  the  stoiy  of  Whalley  the  r^cide, 
who  appeared  suddenly  (being  then  in  hiding  when  a 
certain  village  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  rallied  the 
Europeans,  fought  like  a  stout  old  Soundhead  as  he  was, 
beat  off  the  enemy,  and  was  never  seen  again.  I  think 
Washington  Irving  could  make  sometbiog  out  of  this.  As 
for  Pocahontas,  I  have  some  idea  of  a  passage  in  Ben 
Jonson  describing  her  as  frequenting  'the  womb  of  tavern.' 
I  hope  the  good  princess's  morals  were  not  corrupted  by 
her  residence  in  Wapping. 

"  Margaret  Hartsyde,  I  think,  eondiddUd,  as  poor  Hunter 
called  it,  a. parcel  of  jewels  belonging  to  Anne  of  Denmark, 
who  nevertheless  appears  from  the  letter  to  Kilsytbe  to 
have  looked  out  joetty  sharp  after  her  valuables.  I  think 
Margaret  came  to  shame  on  that  account  I  will  get  at 
the  Apophthegms,  etc.,  and  will  sood  send  some  to  enter- 
tain you.  You  will  do  me  great  pleasure  to  tell  me  your 
ideas  &om  time  to  time,  and  it  may  pass  over  an  anxious 
time  now  and  then ;  and  pray  continue  to  use  Miss  Con- 
stable as  your  amanuensis,  who,  I  daresay,  is  as  well 
qualified  by  her  prudence  as  by  het  very  pretty  distinct 
handwriting.  Ours  are  not  the  sorts  of  secrets  young 
ladies  are  interested  in ;  but  I  am  sure  Miss  Coustable 
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will  think  them  equally  sacred.  I  should  have  been  long 
since  finished  vith  what  we  aie  now  doing,  bat  the  removal 
of  David  Hume,  with  a  sharp  fit  of  tiie  goat  on  the  part 
of  Sir  £obert  Dundas,  have  for  the  time  thrown  some  &g 
on  me,  as  one  brother  of  tjie  clerk's  table  is  absent,  and 
the  other  s  novice.  In  fact,  I  cannot  work  well  after  I 
have  had  four  or  five  bouis  of  the  Court,  for  though  the 
business  is  trifling,  yet  it  requires  C(HiBtant  attention, 
which  is  at  length  ezhaustii^. 

"  I  am  turning  my  tboaghta  to  that  tumultuary,  agitated 
period  of  Charles  u's  reign  which  was  disturbed  by  the 
Popish  Plot.  Let  me  know  what  you  tbink  about  it. 
There  are  many  narrativea  in  the  Advocates'  Library,  and 
I  have  several  myself.  It  will  do  you  good  to  think  on 
what  we  are  about  here,  if  you  do  not  think  too  keenly. 
I  am  always  happy  to  hear  &om  you,  and  particularly 
instructed  by  your  bibliographical  and  antiquarian  infor- 
mation. '  Buff — buff — buff,'  you  shall  see  in  print  by  and 
bye. 

"  By  the  way,  did  you  ever  see  such  vulgar  trash  as 
certain  imitators  wish  to  pass  on  the  world  for  Scotch  1 
It  makes  me  think  myself  in  company  with  Lothian  coal- 
carters  ;  and  yet  Scotch  was  a  language  which  we  have 
heard  apoken  by  the  learned,  and  the  wise  and  witty,  and 
the  accomplished,  and  which  had  not  a  trace  of  Tulgarity 
in  it,  but  on  the  contrary  sounded  rather  graceful  and 
genteeL  You  remember  how  well  Mrs.  Murray  Keith, 
the  late  Lady  Dumfries,  my  poor  mother,  and  other  ladies 
of  that  day,  spdie  their  native  language.  It  was  different 
from  English,  as  the  Venetian  ia  &om  the  Tuscan  dialect 
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of  Italy ;  bat  it  never  occurred  to  any  one  that  the  Scotch, 
any  more  than  the  Venetian,  were  more  vulgar  than  those 
who  spoke  the  purer  and  more  cla^caL 

"  Bat  that  is  all  gone,  and  the  remembrance  will  be 
drowned  with  us  the  eldeis  of  this  existing  generation, 
and  oar  £dinbai^h — I  can  no  longer  Bay  our  Scottish — 
gentry  will,  with  some  study,  speak  rather  a  worse  dialect 
than  the  Newcastle  and  Sheffield  riders.  So  glides  tiiis 
world  away.  When  you  wish  to  write,  Fulney  or  Croker 
will  fiank  your  packets,  but  do  not  write  oftener  than 
you  find  it  an  amusement. — Always  yours  veiy  truly, 
"  Walter  Scott. 

"  Everything  respecting  copyrights,  etc.,  has  been  settled 
just  as  yoa  and  I  would  have  wished  it  On  the  12th  J 
shall  be  at  Abbotsford." 
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Edition  of  Britiih  NoTeMa  nndertakeii  by  Heesn.  Hunt,  Robiuioa,  and  Co. 
--Letter  from  Sir  Walter  Bcott  Da  the  roltject,  with  repi;  of  the  Publishers 
—Letter  from  my  father,  with  Sir  Walter"*  reply— Peveril  of  the  Peak 
— Heaitation  aa  to  extending  tbe  work  to  four  volumee— Letter  from 
Vr.  Conetible  aoggestiDg  aoarMa  of  infonnatioD  regardinfi  the  period  of 
Charlei  n.— Tract  on  Quakeriam. 

The  plan  of  a  new  edition  of  the  BritiBh  Novelifits  does 
not  appear  to  have  heen  approved  of  by  Mr,  Cadell,  and 
was  abandoned  by  A.  Constable  and  Co.;  but  by  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  of  this  period,  addressed 
to  my  father  by  Mr.  BobinsoD,  the  London  agent  of  tbe 
hoose,  and  subsequent  correspondence  with  Sir  Walter  on 
the  subject,  it  seems  to  have  found  favour  with  Hurst, 
Eobinson,  and  Co.  Mr.  Bobinson  says: — "Nothing  ia  so 
dear  as  that  the  Author  of  W&verley  should  hold  lus  hand 
for  a  year  or  two ;  but  this  I  fancy  can't  be  attempted 
without  great  danger  that  he  in%bt  be  induced  to  offer 
some  new  work  to  Murray  or  Longman.  However,  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  first  volume  ia  actually  printed  of  tbe  new 
work,  at  all  events  James  Ballantyne  asserts  this  to  be 
the  casa  James  had  in  view  by  coming  to  London  a 
new  press  to  work  by  steam,  and,  secondly,  to  sell  the 
Ballantyne's  Novelists  and  Bon  Qui:iote.  When  I  named 
to  him  that  I  bad  no  doubt  he  could  arrange  this  matter 
with  your  firm  and  ours,  he  said  the  great  man  would  he 
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believed  contiDiie  the  lives  gratis  on  out  taking  BaUao- 
tyue's  Kovelists  and  the  Quixote.  'Then,'  eaid  I,  'you 
nttd  go  no  farther  to  seek  a  market,'  and  thoa  the  matto- 
ended."  In  a  letter  three  days  later  Bobinson  says, 
"James  has  written  to  head-quaiteis,  and  will  hand  a 
reply  on  Monday  or  Tuesday ;  bat  I  fear  the  great  man 
viU  not  undertake  to  complete  the  Novels  as  a  consideia- 
tion  for  getting  John's  estate  rid  of  the  Kovelists  and  the 
Quixote." 

The  two  following  letters  relate  to  a  contract  sub- 
sequently entered  into  between  Sir  Walter  Scott  and 
Messrs.  Hurst,  Bobinson  and  Co : — 

"  To  Messrs.  Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co.,  bookseUers,  London. 

"Edut.,  25(A  Febnary  [16221. 

"  Gentleuek, — I  desired  our  mutual  &iend  Mr.  James 
Ballantyne  to  write  to  you  some  time  ago,  concerning  the 
plan  of  the  series  of  Novels  which  I  have  undertaken  to 
furnish  with  something  like  biographical  notices  and 
critical  prefoces.  It  appears  to  me  of  very  great  conse- 
quence to  have  something  like  a  distinct  plan  before 
us,  that  we  may  be  gradually  collocting  the  necessaiy 
materials  for  makii^  the  work  respectable,  and  the  intro- 
ductory matter  as  interesting  as  its  brevity  will  permit. 
With  this  view  I  should  like  to  have  your  ideas  of  the 
works  to  be  included ;  those  already  printed  in  the  double 
columns  you  would,  I  suppose,  reprint — only  I  would 
leave  out  the  Jonathan  Wild  of  Fielding,  which  is  rather 
a  moral  satire  than  a  novel  Having  printed  Smollett 
and  Fielding,  Bichardson  undoubtedly  comes  next  in 
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Older.  But  then  his  works  are  bo  inaufferftbly  long,  that 
tlte7  vill  take  a  great  deal  of  room  in  the  proposed 
editioD— while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  collection  of  novels 
without  Eichardaon  would  be  very  incomplete.  What  are 
you  to  say  of  Defoe  f  Bobinson  Crusoe  yon  must  have,  I 
Guicy,  and  the  Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier ;  but  Colonel  Jack 
uid  Moll  Flanders  will  sot  bear  introduction  into  modem 
society.  If  yon  add  Sterne,  Mackenzie,  and  the  Adren- 
tures  of  a  Guinea,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  others,  it  will 
complete  the  earlier  series  of  the  novelists  of  Great 
Britain.  When  you  come  to  the  more  recent  times  I  fear 
you  will  be  embatraased  with  copyrights — for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  Madame  D'Arblay,  of  Charlotte  Smith,  of 
Clara  Keeve,  of  the  author  of  Monnt  Kennett,  of  White, 
author  of  Cceur  de  IJon,  and  two  or  three  other  novels  of 
a  singolar  cast ;  of  the  American  Brown,  of  Holcroft,  of 
Godwin,  of  Anne  Baddiffe.  These,  with  one  or  two  of 
Mrs.  Bennett's,  and  some  that  may  have  escaped  my 
memory,  I  recommend  to  your  attention,  for  the  purpose 
trf  considering  whether  you  have  the  power  of  publishing 
them,  and  having  it,  whether  you  oi^ht  to  avail  your- 
selves of  i^  and  to  what  extent  I  should  like  to  have  a 
catalogue  or  two  of  a  good  circulating  library,  if  ten  years 
old  so  much  the  better,  to  refresh  my  memory  concerning 
these  works  of  fiction. 

"  When  the  general  contents  of  the  work  are  settled,  it 
will  be  necesBary  to  get  as  many  original  and  early 
editions  as  possible  to  insure  correctness  in  the  reprint, 
and  also  that  you  endeavour  to  glean  among  your  literary 
friends  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  trade,  such  anecdotes 
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coDcerning  authora  and  publicationa  as  are  still  afloat 
among  the  book-selling  and  book-bnying  world ;  the  old 
magazines  and  obituaries  should  also  be  searched,  to  dis- 
cover any  particulars  which  they  may  contain  respecting 
the  deceased  authors ;  for  this  I  must  look  to  some  help 
from  your  great  to\ra,  where  there  are  eo  many  oppor- 
tunities of  picking  up  literary  intelligence.  There  might 
be  a  separate  and  third  series  of  novels  from  the  Freucl 
and  German,  which  would  be  an  interesting  addition; 
but  you  will  probably  [think]  there  la  enough  of  work  cut 
out  already. 

"That  this  undertaking  should  be  profitable  to  yon  will 
arise  much  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  executed,  and 
it  is  evident  we  must  begin  in  good  time  to  collect 
materials,  which  it  may  not  be  very  easy  to  find ;  you 
might  also,  perhaps,  think  it  worth  yonr  while  to  consider 
whether,  in  cases  where  the  copyright  is  not  out  but 
nearly  ao,  it  might  not  he  worth  your  while  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  proprietors,  which  of  course  will 
be  beet  done  by  taking  steps  to  the  purpose  betimes.  I 
am  about  to  finish  a  sketch  of  Cervantes  and  Le  Sage,  for 
the  4th  vol.  of  John  Ballantyne's  collection.  I  am  very 
desirous  to  have  the  Spanish  book  called  El  Dialoio 
Cojuelo,  said  to  be  the  original  of  the  Diahle  BoiUux  of 
the  last-named  author. — I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  Walter  Scott. 

"John  Ballantyne  had,  I  believe,  made  considerable 
collections  for  continuing  his  work :  these  should  be  pur- 
chased at  the  sale  of  his  books.     I  have  not  seen  a  cata- 
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Ic^e,  but  when  I  do  I  will  point  out  to  j^ou  what  I  think 


To  this  letter  Measrs.  Hurst,  Eobinson,  and  Co.  sent 
the  following  reply.  What  success  attended  the  under- 
taking I  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Mr.  Lockhart  says, 
"The  Ballantyne  libraiy  crept  on  to  the  tenth  volume, 
and  waa  then  diopt  abruptly."  The  tenth  volume  was 
published  in  1825. 

"  London,  JTorch  1,  1822. 

"  SiE, — We  feel  greatly  honoured  by  your  early  atten- 
tion to  our  interest  in  reference  to  the  contract  we  made 
through  our  mutual  firieud  Mr.  James  Ballantyne,  and  in 
reply  to  your  much  esteemed  favour  we  heg  to  say  that 
we  are  entirely  of  your  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  the 
contents  of  the  Novelist's  Library.  We  certainly  propose 
to  reprint  what  is  already  printed  in  double  columns, 
leaving  out  Jonathan  Wild.  We  exactly  think  with  you 
as  to  Richardson,  tiiat  his  works  are  insufferably  long, 
and  yet  he  cannot  be  wholly  omitted ;  we  therefore  pro- 
pose to  print  only  Clarisea;  Defoe's  Itobinson  Crusoe  and 
Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier  will  be  sufficient;  Sterne  and 
Mackenzie  would  come  in  very  properly.  The  Memoirs 
of  Sterne  would  be  particularly  interesting.  With  regard 
to  more  recent  times,  we  certainly  propose  to  include  all 
yon  name,  provided  we  can  make  arrangemento  respecting 
such  as  be  copyright,  and  this  shall  be  attended  to  without 
delay.  However,  we  can  now  decide  as  to  Mrs.  RadcIifTe 
and  the  American  Brown — they  are  certainly  not  copy- 
rights, and  we  shell  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  some 
materials  for  the  Hogtaphical  notice  of  Mrs.  BadcIifTe. 
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"  The  French  and  Qeiman  aothon  would  Teiy  properly 
form  a  third  eeriea ;  bat  perhaps  our  plan  ia  alrosdy  suffi- 
ciently extensive,  yet  they  may  be  indnded  in  some  future 
arrangement. 

"  As  to  the  general  contents  of  the  vork  no  one  is  bo 
competent  to  decide  as  yourself ;  but  since  you  have  con- 
descended to  allow  us  to  state  our  opinion,  we  will  in- 
stantly give  the  matter  due  consideration,  and  furnish 
you  with  a  list  of  the  proposed  works  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  b%  to  remark  that 
we  shall  leave  the  matter  entiidy  to  yourself.  We  will 
constantly  collect  all  the  oldest  and  best  editions  of  the 
several  anthers,  and  they  shall  be  duly  forwarded  to  you ; 
and  as  to  anecdotes,  etc.,  concerning  the  different  authors, 
they  shall  be  collected  withont  any  retard  to  expense,  and 
with  great  industry,  and  these  materials  shall  be  put  into 
your  hands  with  all  possible  despatch.  We  will  most 
readily  purchase  whatever  may  be  found  in  our  late  &iend 
John  Ballantyn^s  collection  that  you  think  any  way  use- 
ful, and  we  are  now  anxious  to  see  the  catalc^e  marked 
by  yon,  in  order  that  we  may  not  purchase  duplicates. 

"  On  the  2d  inst  we  forward  a  mail-parcel  to  Messrs. 
Constable  and  Co.,  in  which  we  enclose  yon  the  Spanish 
work  you  requested  to  hare,  and  in  the  same  packet 
various  catalogues  of  extensive  collections  of  novels. 

"  Our  excellent  &iend  Constable  has  been  three  hours 
with  ns  this  day  in  Cheapside,  in  as  full  health  as  we 
ever  recollect  to  have  seen  him. — We  are,  Sir,  your  obliged 
and  obedient  servants,  HmtST,  Eobiksoh,  ash  Co. 

"  To  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart" 
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On  the  9th  of  March  my  father  writes  to  Sir  Walter 
from  Castlebeare  Park,  as  follows : — 

"  Beab  Sm  Waiter, — It  is  hardlj  fair  in  ma  to  offer 
myself  thus  frequently  to  yoor  notice,  and  particularly  to 
think  of  ffligaging  any  portion  of  yonr  time  with  my  letters 
immediately  on  youi  arrival  in  the  conntiy ;  bat  you  will 
make  some  allowance  for  me,  as  an  idle  man,  in  my  pre- 
sent secluded  condition.  I  can  only,  however,  in  return, 
e:q)ect  to  hear  from  you  very  briefly. 

"  I  need  not  again  repeat  anything  as  to  the  indifferent 
state  of  my  health ;  hut  although  I  have  not  been  for 
many  mcaiths  able  to  encounter  much  bodily  fatigue,  yet, 
thank  God,  the  eneifpes  of  my  mind  have  remained  entire, 
as  the  employment  of  Mr.  Ballantyne's  presses  will  now, 
and  for  a  year  to  come,  I  hope,  very  amply  testify.  I  have 
thus  been  attending  to  some  business  of  both  an  agreeable 
and  productive  kind.  It  has  always  been  my  pride  to 
acknowledge  the  succees  of  the  works  which  the  partial 
kindness  of  my  friends  may  have  pot  into  my  hands  from 
time  to  time ;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  you  are  not  now, 
as  fonnerly,  equally  entitled  to  such  acknowledgments, 
however  frequently  they  may  be  repeated. 

"  It  occurred  to  me  some  months  ago  that  there  woe  a 
large  class  of  readers  who  might  desire  to  possess  a  uniform 
edition  in  a  small  size,  beautifully  printed,  of  the  Novels, 
Tales,  and  Itomanees  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  I 
found  no  difficulty  in  the  disposal  of  GOOO  copies  of  that 
work,  B  tnmsaction  of  which  you  may  periiaps  have  heard. 
I  also  arranged  for  a  similar  impression  of  your  Poetical 
Works,  of  which,  since  we  acquired  the  shares  of  the  Lady 
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of  ihs  "Lake,  etc.,  in  Fel^.  1819^,  there  have  been  three 
editions  printed.  The  1  2-toL  edition  is  entirely  sold  offi 
The  octavo  edition  in  1 0  vols,  is  nearly  gone,  and  the  edition 
in  8  vols.,  vhich  has  just  appeared,  is  selling  to  a  wish ; 
but  this  last  should  have  had  vignette  title-pages.  The 
number  printed  of  these  three  editions  within  three  yeais 
amounts  to  fully  5000,  and  has  excited  a  fresh  demand 
irom  purchasers.  It  may  be  a  liteiaiy  anecdote  not  un- 
worthy of  record,  that  I  had  some  difficulty  in  convincing 
a  firm,  whose  interest  in  some  of  the  pieces  amounts  to 
about  a  fourth  of  the  whole  in  number  of  sheets,  that  anch 
success  would  attend  the  Poems  in  their  new  shape.  In- 
deed, they  threw  such  obstacles  in  the  way,  that  in  order 
to  carry  my  plan  into  execution  smoothly, — a  mode  of 
proceeding  which  I  believe  in  the  long-run  generally  turns 
out  best, — we  purchased  to  the  amount  of  some  hundred 
pounds  of  their  stock  of  the  separate  poems,  the  sale  of 
which  they  alleged  would  suffer ;  in  other  words,  I  had  to 
pay  them  for  increasing  the  value  of  their  property. 

"  Considering  the  other  large  doings  of  my  house  in 
paper  and  print,  5000  copies  of  these  works  would  at  first 
sight  appear  a  large  undertakii^,  but  I  obviated  thla  by 
getting  Messrs.  Hurst,  Eobinson,  and  Co.,  the  puicfaaaers, 
to  supply  the  paper,  which  will  greatly  ease  Eind  simplify 
the  transaction  to  my  house,  and,  I  may  perhaps  witli 
some  justice  add,  upon  the  whole  is  perhaps  of  a  nature 
new  in  the  snnals  of  bookseUii^.  The  profits,  you  may 
believe,  will  amount  to  a  very  respectable  sum,  which  we 
shall  receive  at  long  dates,  no  doubt,  but  unclogged  with 
outlays  or  other  expenses. 
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"  There  U  at  present  a  very  considerable  stock  of  the 
original  editions  of  tlie  ^Tovels,  Tales,  and  Romances  in 
the  detached  form  in  hand ;  but  we  are  sending  them  into 
the  market,  and  shall  make  a  good  hole  in  (he  hivk  pre- 
Tioiisly  to  the  editions  of  which  I  am  now  speaking  beii^ 
made  public  There  are  three  or  four  classes  of  purchasers, 
perhaps  a  greater  number,  for  these  very  popular  produc- 
tions;  and  I  think  I  have  now  contrived  the  means  of 
gratifying  and  supplying  them  alL  Indeed,  if  studying 
(if  a  bookseller,  who  it  has  been  said  does  not  read  books, 
can  presume  to  use  such  an  expression)  how  all  this  is  to 
be  done  is  likely  to  produce  any  favourable  result,  I  may 
mention  that  I  permit  myself  to  think  of  very  little  other 
business.  I  regret  that  more  of  my  advice  had  not  been 
resorted  to  in  regard  to  the  British  Kovel-Writers  and 
Don  Quixote,  but  I  intend  this  subject  to  form  a  separate 
letter  ere  long. 

"  I  must  DOW  come  to  the  concluding  object  of  the 
present  one — which  is  to  ask  your  approbation  of  a  publi- 
cation, of  which  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  sending  yon  a 
specimen.  The  Poetry  of  the  Novels,  Tales,  and  Romances 
of  the  Author  of  Waverley — which  abound  with  so  many 
beautiful  fragments  and  pieces  of  poetry,  and  of  which  I 
propose  printing  a  small  impression,  something  on  the 
plan  of  the  enclosed,  which  contains  the  poetry  of  the 
first  volume  of  Waveriey.  Preparing  the  copy  for  the 
press  would  be  a  delightful  amusement  to  me,  and  I  shall 
take  care  that  the  whole  be  accurately  printed.  If  there 
should  be  a  demand  for  the  work  in  tiiis  collected  form, 
which  I  flatter  myself  there  would  be,  the  future  editions 
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would  of  conree  be  printed  in  Edinbnigh.  I  am  anzioos 
to  SQperintend  this  little  afifkii,  bat  I  oonld  not  think  of 
proceeding  without  your  ttpprovtX  The  short  notioeB  in 
prose  would,  I  fancy,  be  quite  necessary,  and  I  should 
exercise  my  best  judgment  in  selecting  them.  I  propose 
engraving  the  view  of  Edinburgh,  formerly  done  from 
Mr.  Thomson's  picture,  as  a  vignette  for  the  title-page.  I 
really  do  not  know  what  you  will  say  to  me  abont  all 
these  projects  of  mine. 

"  Oar  friend  Mr.  JefEi-^  haa  freqnently  said  in  joke, 
when  I  have  inquired  how  it  happened  he  had  not  re- 
viewed thia  book  and  that  book,  '  Constable,  why  don't 
you  review  it  yourself?"  My  reply  generally  was, '  Why, 
only  because  I  have  aot  time.'  At  present  I  am  differ- 
ently circumstanced,  and  hence  my  presumption  as-  an 
editor. 

"  I  shall  wait  the  favour  of  your  reply  with  aome 
anxiety,  and  I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc., 

.  "  ASCBD.  CONSTABIA." 

Sir  Walter's  reply  was  as  follows : — 

'•ManAiid,  1823. 

"  Beab  Sir, — ^Thoogb  I  have  time  but  for  a  brief  letter, 
I  do  not  pnt  off  much  time  in  asauiing  you  that  you  have 
my  entire  approbation,  were  that  of  any  consequence,  in 
the  publication  yon  intend  to  form  from  the  prose  v(da. 
It  ia  odd  to  say,  but  nevertheless  it  is  quite  certain,  that  I 
do  not  know  whether  some  of  ihe  things  are  original  or 
not,  and  I  wiah  you  would  devise  some  way  of  stating  this 
in  the  title.     '  The  Author  of  Waverley,  finding  it  inctm- 
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venient  to  look  over  books  for  a  motto,  generally  made 
one  vitliont  ma<^  scrapling  vhether  it  was  positiTely  aod 
absolutely  bis  own,  or  botched  up  out  of  pieces  and  frag- 
moits  of  poetry  floating  in  hia  memory ; '  but  tbat  would 
have  an  awkward  effect  if  he  were  supposed  to  found 
merit  on  them  as  original  What  I  know  I  will  point  out 
on  the  sheet  sent^  which  I  now  letum  under  Mr.  Fulue/s 
cover,  and  which  will  save  much  reference. 

"  Mr.  Cadell,  who  I  understand  is  to  visit  you  soon, 
will  tell  you  how  we  get  on  here,  and  show  you  symptoms 
of  our  pn^ress.  I  have  nearly  finished — i.e,  within  half 
a  volume,  but  your  1 2,000  ar«  heavy  at  press.  I  think 
some  part  of  the  affair  is  in  your  way.  I  need  not  beg 
the  utmost  prudence,  as  review  before  publication  is  gene- 
rally the  hardest  blow  that  a  reviewer  can  deal,  but  they 
cannot  deal  very  hard  ouea  after  all,  when  a  man,  like 
Cromwell's  Saints,  gets  above  criticism. 

"  I  am  building  away  here,  a  little  expensively  doubt- 
less, but  my  famity  are  provided  for,  and  since  the  world 
and  yon  have  saddled  me  with  fortune  I  may  as  well 
enjoy  part  of  it  myself 

"  They  talk  of  a  fanner  making  two  blades  of  grass 
grow  where  one  grew  before,  but  you,  my  good  friend, 
have  made  a  dozen  volumes  where  probably  but  one 
would  have  existed ;  for  the  love  of  fame  is  soon  satiated  ; 
and  besides,  a  man  who  ia  fond  of  it  turns  timid  and 
afraid  of  indulging  it;  but  I  shonld  like  to  see  who  is 
insensible  to  the  solid  comfort  of  £6000  a  year,  especially 
if  he  buys  land,  builds,  and  improves.  To  be  sure,  this 
dspenda  on  the  caprice  of  wMir.  taate,  but  while  it  lasts 
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it  lasts.  And  dow  I  have  got  my  legs  again,  I  have  no 
great  fear  of  a  speedy  failure.  I  am  very  glad  yoti  think 
of  being  down  in  Scotland  'when  your  health  will  permit. 
I  have  to  consult  you  about  arranging  my  library,  and 
twenty  things  beeideB.  I  admire  how  you  moved  oEFyour 
stock.  You  certainly  have  the  knack,  as  Captain  Mac- 
heath's  song,  so  &tal  to  Deacon  Brodie,  has  it,  of  turning 
all  your  lead  to  gold.  You  know  my  way  of  thinking  of 
these  matters  :  I  never  wish  to  make  a  bai^gain  by  which 
the  bookseller  shall  not  have  his  full  share  of  the  advan- 
iage,  because  the  talent  of  writing  and  the  power  of  sell- 
ing books  are  two  very  difTeient  things;  and  as  it  ia 
difficult  or  impossible  to  cram  a  had  book  down  the  throats 
of  the  public,  so  there  are  many  of  the  trade  in  whose 
hands  a  good  one  is  perfectly  stationary.  I^st  time  I 
was  in  London  I  wanted  a  curious,  amusing,  little  pub- 
lication upon  Granhoome  Chase,  written  by  an  old  hunt- 
ing, shooting  parson,  and  an  excellent  specimen  of  what 
may  be  called  the  r^marole  style  of  composition.  I  found 
it  at  a  premium  of  1 5  per  cent,  in  some  of  the  retail  shops, 
and  thought  it  as  well  to  try  the  publisher,  who  took 
the  trouble  to  make  up  a  copy  out  of  200  lying  con- 
demned in  his  warehouse. 

"Adieu,  my  dear  sir;  I  am  too  busy  writing/or  you  to 
write  long  letters  to  you;  but  to  hear  from  you  will 
always  be  particularly  acceptable 

"  How  does  the  Catalogue  get  on?  My  son  Walter  is 
at  Berlin.  He  is  lieutenant  on  the  half-pay  of  the  1 5tb. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  is  colonel — and  he  first  laid  his 
commands  on  him  to  procure  him,  without  delay,  a  com- 
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plete  set  of  the  Poems,  Tales,  etc.,  vhich  Mr.  Catlell's 
kindness  has  immediately  furnished;  but,  secondly,  he 
sect  his  own  tailor  to  furnish  Walter  with  a  complete  set 
of  the  ISth's  expensive  imifoim,  though  Walter  bad  all 
his  hussar  accoatrements  of  the  18th,  his  late  regiment, 
entirely  new ;  and  though  it  might  have  been  supposed 
a  little  incoDvenient  te  a  Scotch  gentleman  to  ei^ip  his 
son  twice  a  year  in  these  expensive  lattletiaps.  But  we 
must  not  sit  at  Bome  and  strive  with  the  Fopa  He 
wanted  to  send  him  to  Hanover  also ;  and  it  is  a  little 
hard  on  an  old  Jacobite  cavalier  to  be  plagued  with  Cum- 
berland and  Hanover  at  this  time  of  day ;  however,  it  is 
all  meant  for  kindness  and  civility,  and  I  suppose  must  be 
rweived  as  such.  I  beg  my  kind  complimenU  to  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Constable,  and  I  am  always  your  sincere  fnend 
and  faithful  servant,  Waltee  Sgoit. 

"  It  is  blowing,  as  they  say,  great  guns :  a  queer  season 
— neither  frost  nor  snow.  We  just  caught  twenty-four 
hours  of  the  latter  (Q  to  fill  our  ice-house.  At  present 
the  veiy  house  is  rocking  with  the  fury  of  the  blast." 

The  next  letter — from  my  father  to  Sir  Walter — is  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  indication  of  works  which  he  believed 
might  be  useful  in  the  composition  of  Peveril  of  the  Peak ; 
but  before  the  pnblication  of  that  novel,  which  extended 
to  four  volumes  in  post  octavo,^  and  appeared  in  January 

■  On  the  2d  NoTember  1822,  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  to  my  fether — '■  I 
only  thit  momeat  have  heard  from  Joeeph  that  jon  were  home  early 
Ut-iMj  ;  had  I  ksowa  it  I  would  have  eent  out  Jamea  Ballantfne,  who 
waa  hare  twice,  partly  to  Mk  tor  yon,  and  aaioly  to  ttate  the  tenor  of 
a  oonTsiaation  he  had  thit  morning  wiUi  Sir  Walter.  It  ii  to  the  pnr- 
VOL.  IIL  0 
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1823,  considerable  pTogress  had  been  made  in  the  'writing 
of  its  successor,  Quentin  Durward. 

"  Castlebbabe  Pask,  24(A  March  1322. 
"Deak  Sir  Waiteb, — I  have  been  lately  thinking  of 
the  period  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  if  my  private  eoUeo- 
tion  of  hooka  had  been  at  my  command,  I  might  probably 
have  had  it  in  my  power  to  mention  and  point  ont  some 
cariona  enough  matters  relative  to  that  reign.  What  I 
have  now  to  communicate,  I  feat  can  only  be  considered 
as  very  unimportant, 

"  Period  of  Charles  ii. 

Lord  Grey'a  Eiatory  of  ttie  Byehoiue  Plot,  a  thin  6vo  toL,  is  a  corioiu 
and  antbeatic  work. 

Hie  coUectiona  in  the  Advocates'  Libnu?  of  Ibis  period  are  abundant; 
most  of  them  are  refeired  to  by  Mr.  Laing  in  the  Hiirtot;  of  Scot- 
land. 

poee,  I  regret  to  cay,  of  itill  making  Peveril  four  vola.  The  fact  ia 
eiiaply.  Sit  Walter  now  feela  that  the  third  voL  b  so  much  mpaiior  to 
the  two  first,  and  in  three  toU.  it  raoBt  end  so  aooQ  and  oloee  ao  hur- 
riedly, that  he  leenu  at  least  reaolred  to  push  into  a  fourth  j  this  ia, 
as  near  as  I  can  give  you,  Ballantyue's  words.  Sir  Walter  conciuded 
by  Haying,  '  If  it  is  not  too  late  for  the  bookseller,  it  is  not  too  late  iat 
me.  I  ghall  speak  to  Mr,  Constable  regarding  it'  As  yon  went  away 
walking  lame  toniay,  and  may  not  be  here  to-morrow,  I  think  it  better 
to  state  to  yon  at  once  I  say  regrtt  from  the  fear,  nay  the  certainty,  of 
not  seeing  the  book  this  year,  and  thus  putting  my  financial  matters 
in  some  degree  in  a  mefnl  state ;  it  is  on  this  score  only  that  I  use  ttia 
word  regret.  I  have  i«ad  the  book  as  far  as  the  tenth  sheet  of  vxd.  iii, 
and  this  I  must  say  frankly,  the  third  volume  is  that  part  of  the  hook 
that  will  least  do  to  be  stopped,  and  one  volume  more  of  the  time  of  ' 
Charles  must  make  thewholebookapoMf^oot;  thi»  ie  hit  ovm  o^ion, 
Mr.  Lockhsrt  also  sud  so  to  James  Bollantyne  some  days  ago,  and  aoked- 
if  it  could  be  made  four  vols.  Mr.  Ballautyoe  said  then  it  could  not, 
but  after  what  Sir  Walter  said  this  morning,  he  came  hot-foot  to  speak 
m  the  point. 
"  Taking  everything  into  Tiev,  I  shall  not  hesitate  one  moment  if 


byGoogle 


PERIOD  OF  CHARLES  11.  211 

Lord  FoDDtiinhall'a  hss.  contain  nuny  ramvkable  nattei*.  Mr. 
lliomMm  hu  »  veiy  good  traiucript  of  them,  I  believe. 

In  Dr.  Dnke's  Winter  Nighte  there  i«  t,  uriw  of  article*  on  Cbarlea 
H.,  hii  mannert  uid  timea,  ato. 

The  Cbrouiole  of  Fife.  This  work  containa  many  partimilwa  of  King 
Cbu-Ies't  journey  tfarongh  that  part  of  the  oountry.  When  in 
Capw,  he  got  hie  '  fonre  houree '  in  the  Tolbooth,  during  which 
he  vaa  entertained  vith  k  '  Mutic  Sang '  by  Mr.  Andro  AodeiMU, 
the  then  achoolmaater  of  the  borough.  Andenon  was  afterwarda 
miniater  of  Perth,  and  from  him  ia  descended  Mr.  Ajidenon  of 
SL  Oettnaina,  etc 

There  is  a  ourioua  us,  preaerred,  at  least  it  existed  twenty  years  ago, 
*  The  Dyet  Bnik  '  of  the  King  in  hia  progress  through  Scotland, 
containing  a  list  of  all  he  ate  and  drank,  whether  paid  for  or  in 
pnaenta,  ••  well  m  when  and  where.  There  we  many  cariona 
it«iiM  to  be  gleaned  from  thia  KS.,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Wataon 
of  Saiighton,  and  I  think  there  are  some  eztracta  from  it  in  the 
BdiHburgh  Magamnt  about  the  year  1794  or  95.  Mr.  John  Wood 
knows  about  this  HB. 

Sir  Walter  comes  in  my  way,  to  state  that  the  Author  of  Waverley 
must  have  his  own  way.  If  he  is  in  the  vein,  he  cannot  be  stopped 
with  any  propriety.  One  thing  I  am  feeling  U,  that  we  ihonld  iHitantif 
write  to  Sir  Walter,  and  let  him  take  hit  own  uay  ;  only  aak,  if  poatible, 
to  posh  it  out  thia  year.  Jamea  Ballantyne  thought  it  might  be 
got  ont  in  December.  The  last  sheet  I  saw  he  was  in  the  harem  of 
Charles  II.  If  he  goes  on  as  it  is  there,  he  cannot  for  his  life  do 
better  thftn  write  on,  in  plaoe  of  doaing  at  present. 

"  If  he  calls  to.morrow,  and  you  should  not  be  here,  I  shall  tell  him 
plumply  my  own  opinion,  and  say.  Go  on  by  all  means  a*  you  are 
now  doing.  I  am  aware  four  vole.  i«  rather  much,  but  the  first  Talea 
of  My  Landlord  were  four  vols.  A  good  book  in  four  vols,  muat  and 
will  be  far  before  a  bad  one  in  three ;  as  to  there  being  four  bad,  this 
ia  DOW  ont  of  the  question." 

My  father  replied  as  follows :-~"  The  authra'  nnat  be  the  fitteat  to 
determine,  at  this  stage  of  the  undertaking,  whether  it  ought  to  con- 
clude with  the  third  volume  or  be  eiteoded  to  four.  You  are  aware 
of  my  ideas  as  to  the  chances  of  a  £2,  2s.  romance,  particatarl]/  in  the 
present  times ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  three  vols,  be  indifferent,  a 
good  fourth  voL  might  save  the  whole.  It  must  ba  decided  by  the 
anthor,  who  is  the  beat  judge  of  what  he  has  done  and  intend*  doing 
for  the  ttoty." 
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There  is  «  very  MsMce  tract  in  4to,  '  The  King**  CoDoealinent  at 
Trent,'  b;  Anne  Windham,  printed  dt  London  in  1667-  It  ie  in 
the  form  of  ft  namtive,  «nd  will  b«  irorth  looking  into  by  any 
one  maoh  interested  in  the  minDtiB  of  that  period,  whan,  I  pre- 
■ume.  female  writera  were  rather  nnoommon.  There  are  many 
pablicatioDH  nnder  the  title  of  Boacobel,  and  Urqnhait'e  Jewel ; 
that  very  aingnlar  TOlnme  yon  niiurt  of  coane  have. 

Onmble'a  life  of  Monk  ia  very  authentic ;  hit  aooonst  of  the  liege  of 
Dnndee,  if  I  remember  right,  ii  canon*. 

I  poaaeea  an  original  ks.  Jounial  of  Thomaa  Baker,  Eaq.,  reeident  at 
Tripoli,  from  16TT  to  ISSS,  which  contaiai  many  cnrioiu  thing* 
relative  to  Qie  treatment  of  the  EngUah  alavea  in  Barbary  at  that 
period,  and  some  aingolar  illn«tr*tioti*  of  manner*,  I  believe— 
bat  of  thii  I  am  not  quite  anre ;  there  wat  a  Eonndbead  or  two 
reacned  by  Baker  from  the  Bey's  dntche*. 

The  recordi  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland  are  vary  entire  aa  to  thit 
period,  containing  mach  abont  the  trial  of  witchei,  eta 

The  work*  of  Barclay  of  TJrie,  the  Quaker,  might  be  worth  looking 
into ;  they  aie  contained  in  a  folio  volome.  Your  ai 
Laird  of  Swinton,  turned  Quaker,  and,  I  believe,  w 
of  hi*  eitate  by  the  Doke  of  Lauderdale,  who  had  rather  a  knack 
at  that  aort  of  thing. 

The  Earl  of  Socheiter'a  character  of  Charles  the  Second  wu — '  The 
courage  of  hi*  grandfather,  the  reiolation  of  hi*  father,  the  chat- 
tity  of  hia  mother,  and  the  religion  of  hia  brother.' 

It  i*  quite  nnneceaaary  to  mention  Grammont,  and  many  other  work* 
of  that  period,  or  the  latrological  pablicatioo*,  which  are  a* 
Dumerons  a*  they  are  abaard.  Witchcraft  and  Qaakeriam  would 
contraat  admirably. 

The  original  lis.  of  Sir  Jamea  Tomer'a  memoir*  i*  now  in  yonr  hand*, 

The  Mystery  and  Method  of  hi*  Majeatiee  Happy  Beatoration,  by 
John  Price,  D.D.,  one  of  Monk'*  chaplains,  i*  in  the  form  of  a 
namtive.  Price  wsa  in  Scotland  with  Monk  in  the  coarse  at 
their  progreia  through  Britain.  He  gires  the  following  accoont 
of  a  aarmon  by  the  famous  Hugh  Petera  in  the  chureh  of  St. 
Albans ; — '  As  for  his  sermon  (allowing  for  the  canting  of  hi*  ex- 
preasioDB)  he  managed  it  with  some  dexterity  at  the  first ;  hi* 
teit  WB*  Psalm  cviL  7, — "  Ue  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way, 
that  they  might  go  to  the  city  where  they  dwelt."  With  hi* 
finger  on  the  coehion,  be  meaeured  the  rif^t  way  from  the  Red 
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8«A  tliToiigh  tbe  WildemeM  to  Cmumd  ;  told  he  it  wu  not  forty 
d«^'  nuvcb,  bat  Qod  led  Ii»«l  forty  yean  through  the  Wilder, 
uen  before  tbey  (mme  thither ;  j'et  thiB  w«  «till  the  Lord's  right 
my,  who  led  Hii  people  Cnnkledom  enm  CMDUedom.'  TIm 
book  ii  printed  aX  London,  in  1680,  ISnio. 
Id  tbe  year  I7Q8  I  lold  a  hb.  in  qnarto,  which  I  had  purcbawd  in 
Aberdeen,  to  the  Advocates'  library,  '  A  Collection  of  Miacel- 
laneoiu  and  Historical  Poems,'  cbiefly  relating  to  public  tranaao- 
tiona  from  tbe  year  lfl62  to  1666,  and  seemingly  collected  by  a 
person  reudent  in  ScotUod. — Tbe  principal  conttibnton  or 
anthon  in  this  work  were  8.  Colril,  Jaa.  Berry,  John  Lawson, 
Job.  Cooke,  B.  Innee,  Lady  Reay,  and  W.  Dngard.  Hany  of  tbe 
poems  relate  to  Sootland ;  one  poem  in  particular,  of  some  length, 
entitled  'The  Character  of  Orknay,'  but  has  no  aothor's  name. 
Tbe  conclunon,  or  date,  a»  follows,  is  singular,  '  From  my  cave, 
called  the  Otter'a  H<^  in  tbe  third  month  of  my  banishment 
from  Christendome,  Septr.  9,  16£2.'  I  have  frequently  asked  for 
Uiis  manOBOript  at  the  Library,  but  nevei  could  obtain  a  sight 
of  it 


"  I  regret  I  have  nothing  of  more  importance  to  men- 
tion to  you,  particularly  of  this  aide  of  the  Tweed,  which 
ia  of  far  greater  interest  in  the  present  day  than  what 
relates  to  Scotland,  about  which  there  has  already  been 
so  much  said  and  printed.  I  believe  I  communicated 
formerly  something  relative  to  the  period  of  Mon  - 
mouth's  rebellion,  and  as  this  is  quite  a  letter  of  desultory 
matter,  I  must  ask  whether  t  had  some  years  e^  the 
pleasure  of  giving  you  an  impression  of  a  print  but  little 
known — '  An  inside  view  of  the  Abbey  Church  of  Holy- 
rood  House,'  as  fitted  up  when  James  Duke  of  York  was 
in  Scotland?  It  is  a  folio  sheet,  and  was  engraved  at  the 
expense  of  Bobert  Adam  the  architect  some  seventy  years 
ago.  I  hope  when  his  Majesty  visits  Scotland  he  will 
order  this  ancient  edifice  to  be  renovated.      I  forget 
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■whether  it  18  one  of  the  ohjects  pointed  ont  by  Sir  John 
Sinclair  in  his  celebrated  letter  for  the  King's  attention 
in  the  northern  capital,  but  I  sincerely  hope  it  may  not 
be  overlooked.  Sir  John  Sinclair  has  been  a  most  use  - 
ful  man,  though  he  has  occasionally  printed  absurdities. 
His  letter  on  the  subject  of  entertaining  the  King  I  should 
rank  as  a  first-rate  literary  curiosity ;  indeed,  as  soch  I 
have  preserved  a  copy  of  it. 

"  If  anything  further  comes  in  my  way  relative  to  the 
period  of  Charles  ir,,  I  may  take  the  Uberty  of  again 
writing  to  you.  In  the  meantime  I  feel  most  sensibly 
that  the  present  is  of  little  value,  though  perhaps  it  may 
point  ottt  some  trifles  which  otherwise  might  have  escaped 
your  notice ;  and  I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc. 

"A.  C." 

"  C18TLEBBABB  Pabk,  27th  Mardi.  1622. 

"  Beab  Sir  Walter, — I  am  much  gratified  and  obliged 
by  your  kind  letter  of  the  23d,  and  I  now  enclose  you  a 
title-pE^,  altered,  I  think,  in  a  manuer  to  meet  your 
wishes.  I  also  take  the  liberty  of  annexing  to  this  a  few 
lines,  which,  with  a  little  dressing  up,  might  perhaps  be 
given  by  way  of  advertisement  to  the  volume.  You  need 
not  take  the  trouble  of  replying  to  tliis  letter,  as  the  titl&- 
page,  etc.,  is  generally  the  last  thing  done. 

"  I  am  mistalcen  if  the  public  do  not  thank  us  for  this 
valuable  volume ;  it  shall  be  handsomely  and  correctly 
printed.  I  hope  my  friend  Mr.  Ballantyne  will  do  his 
best  with  the  new  edition  of  the  Novels,  Tales,  and 
Romances ;  the  last  edition  of  the  Poetical  Works,  8  vols., 
is  by  no  means  well  done.     I  fear  he  will  be  angry  at  me 


byGoogle 


TRACT  ON  QUAKERISM.  216 

for  these  tree  remarkB,  but  his  own  interest  is  fully  as 
deeply  at  stake  in  the  matter  as  that  of  any  one  else,  and 
I  hope  you  will  foigive  me  mentioning  it  to  you. 

"  I  enclose  a  rare  little  tract  on  Quakerism  which  I 
met  with  the  other  day,  I  know  you  respect  the  Broad 
Brims !  William  Fenn  was  a  man  of  talent.  I  lately 
had  in  my  possession  a  valuable  little  volume  of  Maxims 
and  Beflections  by  him,  printed  at  Edinburgh  about  the 
year  1676,  I  think  [1694].  I  shall  indeed  he  much 
pleased  to  see  the  new  work,  and  you  may  depend  on  no 
bad  use  being  made  of  it  here. — I  am,  etc  A.  C." 
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H&lidon  Hill—Thg  Fortanes  of  Nigel— QaotBtion  from  "the  life"— Crttiqas 
by  Sydney  Smith — Letter  from  my  fstfaer— Letter  from  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
with  my  fathar'a  reply— Visit  to  Ahbotaford- Renew*]  of  friendly  inter- 
conrae   vlth   Hr.    Ckdell — Diuolntion   of  partnenMp   inggaited   and 

It  waa  dnrii^  the  spring  of  1822  that  Sir  Walter  wrote 
the  dramatic  sketch  entitled  Halidon  Hill,  for  the  copy- 
right of  which  he  received  £1000. 

Mr.  CadeU  writes  to  my  iathei  on  May  24th: — "I 
hope  you  will  be  pleased  with  what  I  am  now  going 
to  tell  you.  I  intended  to  have  written  to  you  to-day  on 
the  subject  at  any  rate.  I  have  given  Sir  Walter  one 
thousand  pounds /or  a  poem!  The  thing  is  written,  and 
I  hope  to  have  it  out  in  a  fortnight.  The  circumstances 
are  as  follow  : — 

"  He  only  came  from  Ahbotsford  on  Wednesday.  He 
called  yesterday  about  noon,  and  seemed  displeased  at 
James  B.  not  meeting  him  for  the  purpose  of  talking  over  a 
Dramatic  Poem  he  has  written.  He  had  been  asked  by 
Miss  Baillie  to  contribute  a  few  pages  to  a  pic-nic  book, 
and  wrote  this,  but  it  turned  out  too  long — it  will  make 
as  much  as  Lord  Byron's  Manfred  or  his  own  Waterloo. 
He  said  he  would  date  it  irom  Abbotsford,  but  i^reed  at 
my  request  to  put  his  name  to  it.    The  HS.  was  on  R's 
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desk  when  I  went  down  a  little  after ;  I  made  my  calcu- 
lationB,  found  that  9000  Waterloo  had  divided  £1300; 
wrote  Sir  Walter  a  note,  went  with  it  myself,  and  closed 
for  £1000  in  five  minutes.  He  seemed  much  gratified. 
He  wrott  it  in  two  days.  It  will  pay  us  out  and  out,  and 
all  over  will  be  oure,  hesides  the  copyright.  I  think  yon 
will  approve  of  this.  My  views  were  these :  here  is  a 
commencement  of  a  series  of  dramatic  writings — let  us 
bf^in  by  buying  them  out.  The  author  is  so  well  pleased 
that  I  have  no  doubt  of  managing  the  others  in  the  same 
way.  I  shall  lay  on  10,000.  I  am  quite  happy  to  have 
auch  a  nice  little  thing  to  blaze  out  with  just  now  at  the 
heels  of  NigeL" 

Mt.  Lockhart  is  perhaps  correct  in  describing  this  trans- 
action aa  a  wild  bargain,  and  it  is  true  that  my  &ther 
cordially  approved  of  the  liberal  terms  that  had  been 
offered ;  bnt  he  had  surely  forgotten  that  in  thus  severely 
characterizing  the  arrangement,  he  condemned  the  living 
as  well  as  the  dead. 

In  further  dealing  with  the  subject,  and  before  quoting 
in  his  life  of  Scott '  what  he  calls  my  father's  "  effusion," 
in  approval  of  the  experiment  of  the  dramatic  sketch,  and 
admiring  welcome  of  the  new  novel,  Mr.  Lockhart  says : — 
"I  must  recall  to  the  reader'B  recoHectioD  winie  very  gntifjing, 
bat  [why  hvt  T\  I  am  sure  perfectly  lincere  luidatioD  of  turn  in  his 
prafewonal  oapacity,  vhiob  the  Author  of  the  Fortanea  of  Nigel 
had  put  into  the  montb  of  hia  Ctptsin  Clatterback  in  the  hamorons 
Epittle  Introdnctoiy  to  that  NoT'el.  After  klludinf;  in  affectionate 
t«nna  to  the  recent  death  of  John  Ballantyne,  the  Captua  adds — 
'  To  thii  great  deprivation  has  been  added,  I  tnut  for  a  time  only, 
the  lorn  of  another  bibliopolival  friend,  whoee  vigorona  intellect,  and 

>  See  Life,  vol  t.  p.  169. 
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Ubend  ideaa,  Iwve  not  tadj  Kodered  hU  lutive  ooontiy  tlie  mut  of 
tier  own  literature,  bnt  eatablubed  there  a  court  of  letteis,  which  most 
oomiDBDd  respect,  evea  from  those  niost  inclioed  to  disaeiit  from  mwijr 
of  its  ouKnu.  The  affect  of  these  chaages,  operated  in  ft  great  measure 
by  the  atrong  sense  aod  sagacious  calculations  of  an  individtial 
who  knew  how  to  avail  himself,  to  an  nnhoped-for  extent,  of  the 
TarioDS  kiniis  ot  talent  which  his  oountr;  produced,  will  probablj  ap- 
pear more  dearl;  to  the  generation  which  shall  follow  the  present.  I 
entered  the  shop  at  the  Cross  to  inquire  after  the  health  of  my  worthy 
frieod,  and  leoraed  with  satisfaction  that  his  residence  in  the  south 
had  abated  the  rigour  of  the  symptoms  of  his  disorder.'  " 

The  Fortunea  of  Nigel  ^  was  published  on  the  30th  of 
May  1822,  aad  on  the  following  day  my  father  wrote  the 
letter  cited  by  Mr.  Lockhait  as  the  "  effusion : " — 

"  Castlebkake  Pare,  Sltt  Majf  1822. 

"Deas  Sib  Walter,— I  have  receivsd  the  highest 
giatificotion  from  the  perusal  of  a  certain  new  work.  I 
may  indeed  say  new  work,  for  it  is  entirely  so,  and  will, 

'  Sydney  Smith  writes : — "  Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  Nigel ;  a 
far  better  novel  than  The  Pirate,  thoagh  not  of  the  highest  order  of 
Scott's  novels.  It  is  the  first  novel  in  which  there  is  no  M^  Merri- 
liea.  There  is,  however,  a  Dominie  Sampson  in  the  horologer.  The 
first  volume  is  admirable.  Nothing  can  be  better  than  the  apprentice*, 
the  shop  of  old  Ueriot,  the  state  of  the  city.  James  is  quite  excellent 
wherever  he  appears.  X  do  not  dislike  Alsatia.  The  miser's  daughter 
is  very  good,  so  is  the  murder.  The  story  execrable ;  the  gentleman- 
like, Ught,  witty  couveraation  always  (as  in  all  his  novels)  very  bad. 
Hon«rs  or  hnmoui*  are  hia  forte.  He  must  avoid  running  into  length 
— great  part  of  the  second  volume  very  long  and  tiresome ;  bnt  upon 
the  whole  tha  novel  will  do — keeps  up  the  reputation  of  the  author, 
and  does  not  impair  the  very  noble  and  honourable  estate  which  he 
has  in  his  brains.  I  hope  you  are  better,  that  you  are  leaving  it  to 
your  deputies  to  increase  your  wealth,  and  making  it  your  care  and 
the  care  of  your  doctors  to  amenil  your  health. — Your  sincere  well- 
wisher,  SVUNBV  SUTH. 

"  June  21,  FosTOM,  York." 
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if  that  1)6  possible,  eolipse  in  poptdaiity  all  that  lias  gone 
before  it. 

"  The  author  will  be  blamed  for  one  thing,  however 
anreasonably,  and  that  is,  for  concluding  the  story  with- 
out giving  his  readers  a  little  more  of  it  We  are  a  set 
of  ungiatefol  mortals.  For  one  thii^  at  least  I  trust  I  am 
never  to  be  found  so,  for  I  must  ever  most  duly  appreciate 
the  kind  things  intended  to  be  applied  to  me  in  the  In- 
troductory Epistle  to  this  work.  I  learn  with  astonish- 
ment, but  not  less  delight,  that  the  press  is  at  work  again ; 
the  title,  which  has  been  handed  to  me,  is  quite  excellent 

"  I  am  now  so  well  as  to  find  it  compatible  to  pay  iny 
respects  to  some  of  my  old  haunts  in  the  metropolis,  where 
I  go  occasionally.  I  was  In  town  yesterday,  and  so  keenly 
vera  the  people  devouring  my  friend  Jingling  Qeordie, 
that  I  actually  saw  them  reading  it  in  the  streets  as  they 
passed  along.  I  assure  you  there  is  no  exaggeration  in 
this.  A  new  novel  from  the  Author  of  Waveriey  puts 
aside — in  other  words,  puts  down  for  the  time— ^very 
other  literary  performance.  The  smack  Ocean,  by  which 
the  new  work  was  shipped,  arrived  at  the  wharf  on  Sun- 
day ;  the  bales  were  got  out  by  one  on  Monday  morning, 
and  before  half-past  ten  o'clock  7000  copies  had  been  dis- 
persed from  90  Cheapside.^  I  sent  my  secretary  on  pur- 
pose to  witness  the  abtivity  with  which  such  things  are 
conducted,  and  to  bring  me  the  account,  gratifying  cer- 
tainly, which  I  now  give  you. 

"  I  went  yesterday  to  the  shop  of  a  curious  person — 

' "  Cooatable'a  London  agents,  MeMts.  Hunt,  Bobinson,  sad  Co., 
lud  then  tiieir  premiaei  in  Cheaptide." 
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Mr.  Swaby  in  Wardour  Street — ^to  look  at  an  old  portrait 
vliich  my  son,  when  lately  here,  mentioned  to  me.  It  is, 
I  think,  a  portrait  of  Jamea  the  FourtJi,  and  if  not  an 
original,  ia  doubtless  a  picture  ae  early  as  his  reign.  Our 
fnend  Mr.  Thomson  has  seen  it,  and  is  of  the  same 
opinion ;  but  I  purpose  that  you  should  be  called  upon  to 
decide  this  nice  point,  and  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  for- 
warded to  yon,  trusting  that  ere  long  I  may  see  it  in  the 
Armoury  at  Abbotaford. 

"I  found  at  the  same  place  two  large  elbow-chaira, 
elaborately  carved,  in  boxwood — with  figures,  foliage,  etc, 
perfectly  entire.  Mr.  Swaby,  firom  whom  I  bot^ht  them, 
assures  me  they  came  from  Kome.  There  were  originally 
ten  of  them.  He  had  juat  sold  sis  to  the  Duke  of 
Itutland,  for  Belvoir  Castle,  where  they  will  be  appro- 
priate furniture.  The  two  which  I  have  purchased  would, 
I  think,  not  be  less  so  in  the  Library  at  Abbotsford.  I 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  a  still  more  curions 
article,  a  mosaic  pavement,  quite  entire,  and  lai^  enough 
to  make  an  outer  hearthstone,  which  I  also  destine  for 
Abbotaford.  It  occurred  to  me  that  these  throe  articles 
might  prove  suitable  to  your  taste,  and  under  that  impres- 
sion I  am  now  induced  to  take  the  liberty  of  requesting 
you  to  accept  tbem  as  a  small  but  sincere  pledge  of 
grateful  feeling.  Our  literary  connexion  is  too  important 
to  make  it  necessary  for  your  publishers  to  trouble  you 
abont  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  of  such  things ; 
and  I  therefore  trust  you  will  receive  them  on  the  footing 
I  have  thus  taken  the  liberty  to  nama  I  have  been  on 
the  outlook  for  antique  carvings,  and  if  I  knew  the  pur- 
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poses  for  which  yoa  would  want  such,  I  might  probably 
be  able  to  Bend  you  Bome. 

.  "  I  was  truly  happy  to  hear  of  Halidou  Hill,  and  of 
the  satia&ctory  arrangements  made  for  its  publicatioiL  I 
wish  I  had  the  .power  of  prevailing  with  you  to  give  us  a 
similar  production  every  three  months;  and  that  our 
ancient  enemies  on  this  side  the  Border  might  not  have 
too  much  their  own  way,  perhaps  your  next  dramatic 
sketch  might  be  Baonockburn.  It  would  be  piesump- 
tuons  in  me  to  point  out  subjects,  but  you  know  my  crav< 
ing  to  be  great,  and  I  cannot  resist  meutiouing  here  that 
I  should  like  to  see  a  battle  of  Hastings — a  Creasy — a 
BoBWorth  field — and  many  more. 

"  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  was  so  kind  as  invite  me  to  see 
his  pictures.  What  an  admirable  portrait  he  has  com- 
menced of  you  I  He  has  altogether  hit  a  happy  and 
interestiBg  expression.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 
heard  that  there  is  an  exhibition  at  Leeds  this  year.  I 
had  an  application  for  the  use  of  Baebum's  picture,  which 
is  now  there ;  and  it  stands  No.  1  in  the  Catalogue,  of 
which  I  enclose  you  a  copy. 

"Yon  will  receive  with  this  a  copy  of  the  'Poetry, 
Oiiginal  and  Selected.'  I  have,  I  fear,  overshot  the 
mark,  by  including  the  poetry  of  The  Pirate,  a  liberty  for 
which  I  must  hope  to  be  forgiven.  The  puldication  of 
the  volome  will  be  delayed  ten  days,  in  case  you  shotdd 
suggest  any  alteration  in  the  advertisement,  or  other 
change. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir  Waller,  your 
faithfol  humble  serrant, 

"ARCHIBALD  CONBTABLE." 
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Mr,  Lockhart  adds — 

"Tbe  last  paragraph  of  this  letter  allodea  to  a  little  volnmes  into 
which  CoDBtable  had  coUeotad  the  aongs,  mottoea,  and  other  scrape  of 
Teree  scattered  over  Scott'i  Novell,  from  Waverley  to  The  Pirate,  tt 
had  a  conaiderahle  run  ;  and  had  it  appeared  eooiieT,  might  have  saved 
Mr.  Adolphoa  the  trouble  of  writing  an  etaa;  to  prove  that  the  Author 
of  Waverley,  whoever  he  might  be,  waa  a  Poet." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable 

"  Edihburgs,  2Seh  May  1822. 

"  My  dear  CoNffTABLE, — I  have  been  of  late  a  shock- 
ingly irregular  correspondent,  but  you  will  allow  that  my 
right  hand  has  not  been  altogether  idle.  I  learned  very 
agreeable  news  of  your  improval  by  Mr.  Cadell  since  I 
returned  to  this  town,  and  I  sincerely  hope,  at  the  hardy 
time  of  life,  which  you  have  not  passed,  the  exertions  of  a 
constitution  natuially  so  strong  as  yours,  aided  by  care 
and  proper  medicines,  may  enable  you  to  fine,  and  renew 
your  lease.  I  consider  my  painful  disorder  of  two  years 
since  to  have  produced  this  good  effect  in  my  fovour, 
since,  except  being  in  most  particulars  stiifer  than  I  used 
to  be,  I  at  no  period  of  my  life  felt  myself  healthier  or 
better.  I  impute  a  great  deal  of  this  to  the  termly  grazing 
at  Abbotaford,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  turn 
yourself  into  some  park  when  you  return  to  Edinburgh, — 
for  Park  Place  by  itself  is  insufficient,  notwithstanding  its 
name. 

"  About  the  title  of  the  Poetry,  I  think  no  part  of  it 
can  properly  be  said  to  be  selected,  and  I  would  prefer  the 
general  title, — Poetry  contained  in  the  Novels,  eta  A  word 
of  advertisement  might  be  added,  to  the  following  pur- 
pose : — '  "We  believe  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  poetry 
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interspersed  through  these  novels  to  be  original  eomposi- 
tiona  bj  the  author.  At  the  same  time,  the  reader  vill 
find  passages  which  are  quoted  irom  other  authors,  and 
may  proliably  debit  more  of  these  than  our  more  limited 
reading  has  enabled  us  to  ascertain.  Indeed,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  some  of  the  following  poetry  is  neither 
entirely  origintd  nor  altogether  borrowed,  but  consists  in 
some  instances  of  passages  from  other  authors,  which  the 
author  has  not  hesitated  to  alter  considerably,  either  to 
supply  dsfects  of  his  own  memory,  or  to  adapt  the  qaota- 
tion  more  explicitly  and  aptly  to  the  matter  in  hand.' 
Some  such  passage  as  this  may,  I  think,  suffice  to  point 
out  the  nature  of  the  collection, — for  as  for  separating 
what  is  original  from  what  is  borrowed,  I  am  sure  it  is 
far  beyond  my  power,  and  probably  that  of  any  one  else. 

"  I  know  your  interest  in  the  Swintons.  I  have  made 
a  sorry  Drama  in  two  Acts,  upon  a  romantic  incident  in 
Finkerton's  History,  as  having  occurred  at  the  battle  of 
Homildown,  but  which,  to  avoid  breaking  my  shins  against 
Hotspur,  I  carried  back  to  that  of  Halidon.  I  designed 
at  first  to  make  only  a  sceoe  or  two  for  a  sort  of  pic-nic 
which  Mrs.  Joanna  Baillie  asked  me  to  contribute  to,  but 
as  it  ran  the  length  of  one  of  the  fashionable  dramas,  like 
Manfred,  it  got  far  beyond  her  limits,  and  Cadell  offered 
me  (nothing  in  this  case  doubting  your  approbation) 
£1000,  which  will  enable  me  to  fit  out  my  nephew 
Walter  in  great  style  for  the  East  Indies.  The  drama  is 
quite  finished,  and  all  in  James  B.'e  bands. 

"  I  have  a  curious  haul  of  old  papers  in  my  hands  just 
'  now.     Lady  Morton  having  a  turn  for  old  papers,  took  a 
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fancy  to  rummage  ^e  charter-room  at  Dalmahoy,  and 
has  detected  a  veiy  carious  series  belonging  to  the 
Segent  Morton  and  Douglas  of  Lochleven.  There  aie 
ordinal  letters  of  Queen  Mary,  of  the  B^nt  Munsy, 
Lennox,  John  Knox,  and  other  eminent  persons.  Does 
not  this  make  yoor  mouth  water  ?  I  have  not  looked 
tiiTOUgh  them  yet  One  of  the  most  curious,  and  which 
perhaps  in  its  form  is  quite  singular,  is  a  sort  of  historical 
prayer,  in  which  LochleTen  is  saperfiuent  enough  to 
remind  God  Almighty  &t  excessive  length  of  all  the 
things  which  Oomipotence  had  achieved  for  the  Eirk  of 
ScotUnd. 

"  I  enclose  a  letter  which  has  long  been  by  me,  from 
Sophia.  Adieu,  my  good  old  friend  ;  I  hope  your  health 
will  soon  permit  yon  to  come  down  to  your  own  country, 
and  walk  your  own  fields.  I  beg  my  respects  to  Mrs. 
Constable  and  your  family,  being  very  sincerely  youra, 
"  Waltee  Scott. 

"  Sophia  is  very  proud  of  her  china." 

" Castlibukb  PuK,  llfA  Jiity  1822. 

"Dkab  SirWaltbb. — I  had  the  honour  of  receivii^ 
your  most  kind  and  welcome  letter  of  the  28th  May.  A 
letter  of  mine  of  nearly  the  same  date  has,  I  hope,  reached 
you.  I  have  since  had  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  a  copy 
of  the  first  edition  of  Miehaelte  Scott  Pkisonomia,  and  two 
or  tiiree  other  little  volumes  which  I  thought  you  would 
like.  I  have  still  some  others  to  forward,  particularly  the 
JJUimum  Vale  of  John  Carleton.  The  chairs  &om  the 
Borghose  palace,  the  mosaic  slab,  and  portrait  of  James  it., 
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Rie  forwarded  to  Leith,  in  two  large  cases.  In  addition, 
I  have  sent  yoa  a  curioos  carved  coat  of  arms,  for  which, 
I  daresay,  a  comer  will  be  found  at  Abbotsford.  I  would 
surest  that  care  be  obserred  in  unpacking  the  chairs,  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  carving.  They  are  unquestionably 
of  Italian  workmanship,  and  will  prove,  I  hope,  ornaments 
of  some  use.  There  were  ten  of  these  chairs  in  all  brought 
to  England  by  the  Abb^  Alotti,  as  Mr.  Swaby  informs 
me.  fie  sold  six  of  them  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland  for 
Belvoir  Castle.  Two  of  them  went  to  Newstead,  and  the 
others  are  here  accounted  for. 

"The  letters  of  the  Morton  family  must  indeed  be 
interesting.  I  wish  his  Lordship  would  allow  them  to  be 
printed.  I  could,  I  think,  suggest  an  attractive  style  of 
publication.  A  post  octavo  volume,  with  two  or  thiee 
portraits,  iacsimUes,  and  other  effibeUishments,  would 
form  quite  a  gem ;  but  the  originals  would  require  to  be 
transcribed  by  an  intelligent  and  careful  hand.  Of  the 
B^ent  Morton  I  fear  much  good  could  not  be  said, 
though  I  can  hardly  suppose  that  he  was  quite  so  hateful 
a  person  as  Gilbert  Stuart's  view  of  his  character  would 
make  him.  Yon  remember  the  remarkable  words  used 
by  this  historian  in  summing  up  the  Begent's  character : 
'  and  he  ascended  the  scaffold  without  the  consolation  of 
(me  virtu&'  The  chronolc^ical  notes  &om  Lord  Fountain- 
hall's  HB.  is  an  entertaining  volume.  I  wish  my  ancient 
friend  Elshender  could  have  copied  it  a  little  more  cor- 
rectly. I  often  langh  when  I  think  of  this  honest 
'Trlhodien*  when  he  headed  Captain  F.'s  party  on  the 
noted  pilgrimage  to  the  loch  of  Faldonside !     I  regret 
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thoae  notes,  and  also  Gwjmne's  MemoirB,  had  not  been 
printed,  now  to  have  stood  by  the  side  of  Slingaby, 
Carleton,  and  othera  of  our  early  friends.  The  present 
times  are  unfavourable  to  the  sale  of  expensive  books, 
even  in  small  impressions. 

"  I  remember,  among  the  many  good  hints  and  advices 
you  have  given  me,  there  was  one,  that  I  should  make 
memoranda  of  the  schemes,  projects,  and  other  literaij 
doings  in  vhich  it  had  fallen  to  my  lot  to  have  a  shara 
I  have  not  entirely  overlooked  this.  I  made  some  pro- 
gress last  summer  in  putting  down  memoranda  of  ray 
early  career,  and  I  believe  they  occupy  nearly  100  pages 
in  4to,  pretty  closely  written.  I  would  have  continued 
them  to  the  present  time,  bad  not  my  absence  from  Uie 
scenes  of  my  former  activity,  and  the  total  want  of  docu- 
ments to  refer  to,  lendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  have 
given  some  of  the  minute  details  which  I  should  be 
desirous  of  leaving  to  my  children,  and  it  is  therefoiQ  at 
rest  for  tbe  present'  I  have  now  been  a  year  in  England, 
and  it  will  not  surprise  you  that  I  have  not  to  reckon  it 
as  the  most  happy  period  of  my  life ;  but,  thank  God,  it 
has  been  passed  in  the  midst  of  many  domestic  blessings, 
of  which  I  could  not  be  deprived.  My  intercourse  with 
Scotland,  however,  strange  to  say,  during  these  twelve 
long  months,  would  have  been  utterly  cheerless,  had  not 
the  kindness  of  your  correspondence  by  times  rendered  it 
otherwise.  I  have  also  derived  some  comfort  from  con- 
triving editions  in  new  shapes  of  certain  popular  works, 
and  in  successfully  disposing  of  them  to  tbe  trade,  which 
>  See  ToL  L  pp.  B-33,  and  Appendix,  pp.  633-540. 
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I  believe  I  told  you  formerly  I  had  done,  without  em- 
barkiiig  in  any  outlay,  besides  bavii^  planned  a  variety 
of  new  and  important  undertakings :  some  of  them,  per- 
haps, I  may  yet  live  to  see  carried  into  effect,  otbetB  it  is 
more  than  probable  are  destined  to  survive  the  conclusion 
of  my  ezertions.  Hy  retirement  &om  the  bqatle  of  life 
cannot  therefore  be  said  to  bave  been  wiUiout  its  advan- 
tages. 

"I  bave  made  a  memorandum  of  the  works  of  one 
series,  I  may  say,  either  at  present  or  immediately  to  be 
iu  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ballautyne,  £rom  the  operations  to 
which  I  have  jnst  alluded.  I  have  marked  the  periods  at 
which  the  different  books  ought  to  be  finished,  and  I  trust 
they  will  be  so.'  In  the  meantime  I  have  amused  myself 
with  making  calculations  of  the  number  of  persons  necee- 
saiy  to  be  employed  in  the  pn^reas  of  these  works ;  but 
in  case  it  might  be  said  to  be  out  of  my  department,  I 
must  not  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  partdcu- 
laia.  No  office  in  the  world  could  ever  before  boast  of 
such  employment,  and  I  venture  to  predict  that  there  will 
be  no  rival  to  it  iu  our  day. 

"  I  shall,  I  hope,  return  to  Scotland  ere  long,  and  do  so 
with  the  intention  of  lesidiug  a  few  miles  from  Edinbuigh, 
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and  of  going  to  businesB  juBt  as  often  as  circumBtances 
and  my  health  may  render  it  desirable.  You  hare  my 
blesBing  for  your  encoareging  euggestions  as  to  this  mode 
of  lifa — I  am,  etc,  A.  C." 

A  few  weeks  after  my  father's  return  to  Scotland  he 
paid  a  pleasant  visit  to  Abbotsford,  and  shortly  theieaftei 
he  received  the  following  friendly  letter  from  Sit  Walter, 
who  had  just  witnessed  the  unpacking  of  the  presents 
from  hia  publisher,*  already  mentioned  at  page  220  : — 

"iiBBOIsrOKD,  Oct.  IM,  1822. 

"  My  deab  Constable, — I  safely  received  yours,  witii 
Mr.  Smith's  note  enclosed  for  £260,  and  tbank  you  for  the 
troubla  Tour  back  was  scarce  turned  before  the  tardy 
Michael  Mercer  brought  the  large  packing-cases,  which 
were  found  to  contain  in  perfect  safety  the  articles  your 
kindness  destined  for  Abbotsford.  I  am  really  ashamed 
of  your  munificence,  and  never  in  my  life  was  more  gratd- 
fied  by  the  operation  of  a  chisel  and  a  hammer  than  when 
the  board  flew  asunder.  We  are  all  at  variance  which  of 
the  lots  is  the  handsomest,  and  decide  according  to  our 
different  tastes.  Lady  Scott  decides  for  the  carved  chairs, 
which  are  certainly  the  finest  piece  of  carving  I  ever  saw, 
and  very  like  the  labours  of  Gibbons ;  I  stand  up  for  King 
James,  who,  by  the  bye,  has  the  pensive  look  which  always 
seems  to  augur  misfortune ;  and  Lockhart  maintains  that 
the  piece  of  mosaic  marble  is  the  preferable  lot  of  the 
whole.  I  can  assure  you  there  are  smart  debates  on  the 
subject,  but  we  are  all  gratified  in  reflecting  that  the 

■  With  reference  to  theie  Mr.  C«dell  wrote  m  follom : — "  Prewnta 
to  Sir  Wklter  are  wh»t  I  moat  lewtily  qtprove  of  uid  appl*ad  ;  he 
take*  them  vei?  kindlj'." 
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vhole  are  materialB  from  the  same  kind  friend,  valuable 
from  the  interest  which  attaches  to  them,  both  as  pieces 
of  art  and  his  gift  It  is  settled  that  the  mosaic  ia  not  to 
he  put  to  Uie  purpose  of  a  hearthstone,  but  handsomely 
finmed  with  black  oak  aud  gilding  aa  a  table  to  stand 
below  a  mirror. 

"  Tour  visit  here  gave  me  sincere  pleasure,  aa  assuring 
me  better  of  your  state  of  improved  health  than  the  occa- 
aional  meetings  we  have  in  town.  Still,  Exercise  must  be 
the  motto.  I  am  very  hapi^  that  Mrs.  Constable  is  so 
much  better,  and  am  very  much,  dear  Constable,  your 
obliged  and  faithful  servant,  Walter  Scott," 

In  the  spring  of  1821,  when  the  state  of  my  father's 
health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave  Scotland,  friendly 
relations  with  his  partner  bad  been  seriously  interrupted 
by  difierences  of  opinion  on  various  important  matters, 
but  chiefly,  I  believe,  by  Mr.  Cadell's  opposition,  candidly 
and  decidedly  expressed,  to  the  naming  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott  as  a  trustee  for  his  family,  under  a  testamentary  deed 
which  my  father  designed  to  execute.  This  nomination 
Mr.  Cadell  naturally,  and  as  I  think  justly,  conceived  to 
be  in  the  circumstances  an  imprudent  one,  and  in  a  letter 
of  28th  June  1821  he  thus  sums  up  his  objections; — "This 
ia  the  only  point  in  your  papers  that  I  have  thought 
unlike  your  usual  discrimination,  and  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  come  to  my  opinion.  I  am  clear,  connected  as  he  is 
with  Jamas  Ballantyne  and  Company,  and  engaged  as  we 
are  in  bills  with  him  and  them,  Sir  Walter  would  never 
do  as  a  trustee." 
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During  nine  months  of  my  father's  resideoce  in  Eng- 
land, I  find  no  record  of  direct  correspondence  between 
the  partners ;  but  from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  my  father  to  Mr.  Cadell,  dated  12th  March  1822, 
it  would  appear  that  their  uncomfortable  relations  had 
induced  that  gentleman  to  contemplate  a  dissolution  of 
the  contract  between  them : — 

"  I  have  just  coma  to'  town  in  order  to  converse  with 
our  friends  here  on  the  subject  of  your  late  communica- 
tions to  them  relative  to  the  affairs  of  our  firm  and  copart- 
nery. I  can  only  say  that  it  is  neither  my  wish  nor  my 
interest,  so  far  as  I  know  it,  to  separate  ^m  you,  and  1 
hope  nothing  has  occurred  to  prevent  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment I  have  considered  the  affair  as  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Bobinson  on  my  part  for  the  last  six  months,  and  as  you 
did  not  appear  to  receive  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you  in  August 
before  I  left  Clapham,  with  that  feeling  which  I  expected, 
and  thought  it  deserved,  it  certainly  did  not  appear  to  me 
that  you  would  expect  similar  comrnunications  till  matters 
were  put  on  their  old  footing,  if  that  be  practicable; 
indeed,  I  have  had  little  else  to  write  about  except  my 
health,  which  has  certAinly  improved  lately,  and  respecting 
it  you  have  heard  frequently  from  our  friends,  at  whose 
desk  I  am  now  writii^  to  you. 

"  I  am  not  very  stout  at  the  present  time,  and  there  is 
besides  sickness  in  my  family ;  I  should  otherwise  have 
been  in  Edinbuigh  ere  now,  and  if  you  will  not  come  to 
London,  at  the  risk  of  my  life  I  shall  certainly  make  the 
attempt  to  come  to  Edinburgh. 

"  I  desire  nothing  that  is  not  like  a  man  of  business. 
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and  I  sliould  expect  the  same  of  yoo.  On  both  sides 
there  might,  I  think,  have  been  kind  feelings,  and  if  yoa 
have  suspected  otherwise  of  me,  I  shall  only  now  say  that 
yoQ  are  mistaken." 

In  consequence  of  this  communication,  Mr.  Cadell 
visited  my  father  in  the  following  month  at  Castlebeaie 
Park,  when  fiiendly  relattoos  would  appear  to  have  been 
cordially  renewed.  On  April  8,  1822,  after  the  interriew, 
Mr.  Cadell  -writes : — "  I  will  confess,  and  that  with  candour, 
that  I  felt  no  inconsiderable  peace  of  mind,  and  I  may  say 
comfort,  on  walking  to  town  on  Friday  evening,  after  being 
as  I  have  often  been  accustomed  to  be  during  the  last  ten 
years,  with  faces  that  recall  many  pleasing  and  interesting 
reflections." 

It  is  evident  irom  the  general  tenor  of  my  fothei's  cor- 
respondence at  this  period  that  the  precarious  state  of  his 
health,  and  absence  from  his  ordinary  scene  of  action,  had 
rendered  him  more  than  usually  sensitive,  and  tiie  follow- 
ing remonetrance  &om  Mr.  Cadell  was  occasioned  by  the 
strong  irritation  manifested  in  consequence  of  unwilling- 
ness on  the  part  of  Mr.  Macvey  Napier  to  carry  out  a 
suggestion  my  father  had  made  with  reference  to  the 
Supplement  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica : — 

"  You  cannot  expect  to  be  comfortable,  or  to  live  com- 
fortably and  do  your  health  justice,  if  you  find  fault  with 
all  and  sundry  matters,  and  suspect  every  one  of  militat- 
ing against  your  inteiest.  That  many  suspicions  may  float 
through  your  mind  I  can  easily  conceive,  but  the  encour- 
^ment  of  these  must  injure  you.  That — your  mind  and 
eye,  far  removed  from  those  scenes  which  yon  have  been 
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accoatomed  to  overlook— you  must  have  feeliiig8,ftnd  strong 
feelings  too,  I  can  admit  as  readily  as  any  one ;  but  vhen 
your  businees  goes  on  well  and  prosperously — when  its 
great  and  main  stays  remain  iinu — when  ite  connexions 
are  as  good  as  ever,  and  its  prospects  better,  do  pray  tiy 
and  banish  small  matters,  and  epjoy  that  quiet  your  health 
requires,  and  that  peace  your  exertions  entitle  you  to. 
This,  I  am  aware,  is  more  easily  said  than  done ;  but  I 
submit  that  it  is  impossible  your  health  can  steadily 
remain  if  you  do  not  rather  try  to  soften  down  asperities 
than  raise  up  new  ones." 

Early  in  August  1832  my  finther  returned  to  Edinburgh, 
improved  in  health,  and  cheered  by  the  warm  welcome  of 
his  many  friends.  The  visit  of  his  Mnjesty  Geoige  iv. 
added  much  interest  and  excitement  to  the  time,  and  be 
was  able  to  be  present  at  the  Banquet  and  the  other  loyal 
demonstrations  to  which  it  gave  rise,  although  these  exhi- 
larating circumstances  were  overshadowed  by  a  renewal 
by  Mr.  Cadell  of  the  proposition  that  the  partnership 
between  them  should  be  brought  to  an  end. 

The  increased  expenses  of  my  father's  honsehold,  and 
those  occasioned  by  his  family  being  necessarily  scattered, 
for  the  purposes  of  education,  had  probably  at  this  period 
added  pecuniary  difficulties  of  a  personal  oatare  to  his 
other  subjects  of  annoyance  and  anxiety ;  and  the  demand 
which  he  felt  it  necessary  to  make  upon  the  funds  of  the 
ooparbiery  were  in  consequence  so  considerable  that  Mr. 
Cadell  wrote  as  follows  on  the  14tb  August : — 

"  After  the  most  mature  reflection,  and  viewing  it  in 
evety  point,  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  any  other  conclu- 
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sioD  than  that  yoa  and  I  must  cease  to  be  partners  in 
trada  This  alternative,  of  coarse,  ia  not  new  to  either  of 
us,  and  I  did  think,  after  my  first  proposal  on  the  subject 
in  April  last,  that  we  might  still  proceed  as  we  have  done 
since  Mr.  Cathcart's  death ;  but  from  various  circum- 
stances, and  more  especially  Bobinscm's  letter,  which  I 
received  on  Sunday,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  no 
other  course  is  left  to  us,  and  that  your  peace  of  mind, 
your  future  health  and  comfort,  and  the  wishes  of  your 
family,  will  be  best  consulted  by  your  entertaining  my 
proposal,  and  making  up  your  mind  to  purchase  my  share 
in  A.  Constable  and  Company.  In  stating  this  I  must 
also  say  that  I  also  consult  my  own  comfort,  for  although 
apparently  more  able  to  bear  it,  my  mind  is  not  unlike 
that  of  other  men,  and  jarring  and  contention  must  harass 
me  as  well  as  others.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  any 
discussion ;  I  wish  merely  to  state  to  you  in.  the  present 
letter  that  I  am  quite  serious,  and  that  there  does  not 
appear  any  other  remedy  within  my  view.  Under  these 
circumstauceB  I  would  beg  of  yon  not  to  exhibit  to  me 
any  busiueBS-pIans,  but  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  and  my  former  letter.  I  would  say  to  you. 
Take  time  and  consider  any  proposal  to  me,  and  your 
future  plans.  I  shall  coutmue  as  I  am  at  present  till 
matters  are  finally  arranged,  always  observing,  however, 
that  I  give  up  no  r^ht  I  possess  until  some  arrangement 
does  take  place. 

"  I  have  made  ap  my  mind  to  this  afflicting  result  with 
a  thorough  conviction  of  its  benefit  both  to  you  and  to 
myself.    I  am  most  fully  possessed  with  the  impression 
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that  we  cannot  conclude  our  contract  o£  copftrtnery  cor- 
dially, and  aa  partners  ouglit  I  see  many,  very  many, 
points  of  difference,  and  I  cannot  remain  and  subject  my- 
self to  the  imputation  that,  in  stacdiDg  up  for  my  own 
rights,  I  risk  a  continuation  of  your  present  good  health, 
or  by  opposing  what  I  may  not  approve  of,  I  am  standii^ 
in  the  ^ray  of  your  plans  and  views, 

"  I  am  awai«  I  am  putting  myself  in  the  way  of  leaving 
one  of  the  best  coDoems  in  Britain,  for  its  extent ;  but  one 
will  sacrifice  many  advantages  for  quiet  and  peace  of  mind. 
Almost  all  the  great  literary  undertakings  of  A.  C.  and  Co. 
have  been  acquired  since  I  became  a  partner— much  good 
is  yet  to  come  ftom  them ;  but  I  cannot,  I  wiU  not,  subject 
myself  to  reflections.  I  shall  leave  the  Cross  with  the 
deepest  regret,  but  I  see  no  other  course.  I  shall  wish 
the  surviving  partner  or  partn^?  and  the  concern  much 
good ;  it  will,  be  my  interest  to  do  so,  in  eveiy  point  of 
view. 

"  My  counsel  to  you  would  be  that  as  little  he  said  as 
possible  on  this  subject  j  I  have  mentioned  it  to  two 
friends  only.  I  would  also  advise  your  son  becoming  your 
partner  as  soon  as  convenient,  that  he  may  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  company  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  aid  and  assist  you ;  and  when  I  mention 
him,  I  think  it  right  to  state  that  I  do  not  think  he  and  I 
can  ever  draw  ti^ether.  I  state  this  with  no  feeling  of 
disrespect ;  indeed,  I  have  your  own  authority  for  it,  one 
thousand  times  repeated ;  but  having  stated  it,  I  conceive 
it  right  to  place  before  you  one  prominent  ground  for  my 
present  course,  and  tiiat  is,  if  I  cannot  draw  with  your  son 
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aa  a  partner,  it  ia  wholly  impossible  for  me  to  admit  his 
opinion  in  our  deliberations  witboat  his  being  a  partner ; 
no  man  of  any  spirit,  or  who  r^^aids  his  own  status,  can 
admit  any  third  person,  not  a  partner,  being  introduced 
into  business  discassions. 

"  Having  placed  the  whole  matter  thus,  I  think,  calmly 
before  you,  I  have  to  b^  an  eqoally  calm  consideration  of 
it  on  yoar  part" 

It  may  reasonably  be  doubted  whether  Mr,  Cadell — 
knowing  as  he  did  the  formidable  entanglements  of  the 
Company — conceived  it  possible  that  any  partner  could 
be  found,  so  heroic  as  to  relieve  him  from  the  responsi- 
bilities of  his  position ;  but  from  the  whole  tone  of  the 
letter  I  have  just  quoted,  it  is  evident  that,  had  such  an 
individual  been  forthcoming,  he  would  have  retired. 

What  wa«  the  aiguments  adduced  by  my  &ther,  or 
the  concessions  made  to  avert  this  threatened  disruption, 
I  am  not  aware,  but  averted  it  certainly  was ;  and  on 
September  1 3th  I  find  Mr.  Cadell  once  more  bravely  facii^ 
the  difScuIties  of  his  position  as  financial  manager  of  their 
complicated  concern,  and  suggesting  prudential  measures 
for  enabling  it  to  reach  more  comfortable  circumstances. 
"  The  circumstances  of  the  times,"  he  writes,  "  are  such 
diat  I  assure  you  I  would  like  to  see  the  Encycloptedia 
Britannica  (1300  copies)  trot  at  a  low  price,  if  such  an 
article  as  ready  money  could  be  touched  for  them ;  and  if 
any  plan  coidd  be  devised  for  this  end,  I  would  sell  them 
off  and  cut  down  oni  engagements  and  transactions :  these 
are  both  too  laige,  and  if  they  could  be  moderated  by  any 
operation  of  this  kind,  our  reputation  as  a  company  would 
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go  on  daily  increasiDg,  by  our  name  appearing  less  in  the 
money  market  For  some  time  past  many  difficulties  have 
presented  themselvea — the  constant  routine  of  our  dia^ 
and  operations  on  London,  the  fictitious  roughness  created 
by  this,  the  enormous  cost  running  away  with  all  our 
gains,  and  that  cost  going  into  the  pockets  of  those  vho 
care  not  for  us,  and  who  can  recede,  and  have  receded. 
from  us  in  a  day,  together  with  the  fear  of  debt  (and  I 
have  heard  of  auother  this  day),  makes  me  feel  &D:tionB, 
very  anxious,  to  see  streugth  given  us  in  capital  from  our 
own  stock.  A  partner  with  capital  has  often  occurred  to 
me,  but  with  the  engagements  we  have,  and  their  ntUure, 
few  or  none  will  grappla" 

Despite  all  difficulties,  however,  their  vessel,  under 
skilful  steerage,  moved  gallantly  forward  amid  shoals  of 
bills,  and  quicksands  of  accommodation — the  anticipated 
profits  of  contracts  unfulfilled.  But  for  the  wreck  of 
another  craft,  with  whose  crew  they  had  unhappily  become 
too  closely  connected,  tiieir  ship  might  ere  long  have 
glided  into  smoother  water. 
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Pereril  of  the  PMib— Cridque  by  BjAnej  Smith— Mr.  Cadell  on  a  gaggetteA 
delay  Id  publication  of  the  Novela,  and  on  tho  "  Scott  Shakeipeaie  "— 
Letter  ftnm  f^lr  Walter  Bcott— Hr.  Conatable'i  reply— Mr.  Lockhait  on 
"Scott  Sbakeapsare"— Hr.  Cadell  on  the  ume  *Db}ert- Qoentin  Dnr- 
waid— Topographical  difflcnltiea  connected  with  Pleuia-lea-Toura. 

The  success  of  Peveril  does  not  seem  to  have  been  bo 
great  as  that  of  its  predecessors ;  and  it  will  be  seen  &om 
the  following  letter  that  one  eminent  critic  had  begun  to 
entertaiD  doubts  of  the  contiQuance  of  Sir  Walter's  popu- 
larly.   Sydney  Smith  writes  as  follows  : — 

"  PoTTOH,  York,  Jaag.  21,  1823. 

"Dear  Sir, — A  good  novel,  but  not  so  good  as  either  of 
the  two  last,  and  not  good  enough  for  such  a  writer.  The 
next  must  be  better,  or  it  wiU  be  the  last  There  is,  I 
see,  Flibbertigibbet  over  again.  Bridgenorth  is  not  new. 
Charles  is  the  best  done.  My  opinion  is  worth  but  little, 
but  I  am  always  sincere.  There  is  one  comfort,  however, 
in  reading  Scott's  novels,  that  his  worst  are  better  than 
what  are  called  the  successful  productions  of  other  per- 
sons. Many  thanks  for  your  kindness,  and  recollections 
of  me. — Tours  very  truly,  Sydney  Smith." 

'Whatever  he  the  value  of  the  above  criticism,  public 
demand  continued  to  be  great,  and  the  author's  necessities 
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did  not  diminish.  Indications  there  are,  and  I  shall  ere 
long  quote  Mr.  Lockhart  in  corroboTation  of  the  fact,  that 
my  father  would  have  been  well  pleased  could  a  longer 
interval  have  been  obtained  between  the  dates  of  publi- 
cation j  but  the  fertility  of  Scott's  imagination  and  the 
magical  swiftness  of  his  pen  were  quite  exceptional,  and 
some  fear  was  also  doubtless  entertained,  that  were  any 
obstacle  interposed  which  he  himself  did  not  recognise 
and  appreciate,  he  might  again  leave  his  present  pub- 
lishers, and  find  a  ready  welcome  in  the  arms  which 
would  have  been  outstretched  on  all  sides  to  receive  him. 

Sir  Walter  himself  was  not  blind  to  the  possibility  that 
a  time  might  come  when  it  should  be  necessary  for  him 
to  "  call  a  halt,"  as  will  be  seen  &om  the  following  passage 
in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Csdell  to  my  &ther,  dated  February  5, 
1823,  but  he  was  unwilling  to  intermit  his  labours  until 
be  felt  the  necessity  to  do  so.    Mr,  Cadell  writ«s : — 

"  Your  letter  to  Sir  Walter  (with  reference  to  Shake- 
speare) wants  one  or  two  most  important  clauses.  The 
first  is  as  to  bis  name ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
except  we  have  his  name,  the  book  is  not  worth  paper 
and  print.  Without  it  copy-money  appears  out  of  the 
question.  All  the  books  with  bare  '  Abbotsfbrd'  at  them 
leave  not  one  shiUii^  to  the  projectors.  I  am  the  more 
particular  about  this,  from  having  heard  that  he  does  not 
intend  giving  his  name,—  nay  more,  has  some  intention  of 
keeping  an  interest  in  the  book.  The  next  clause  wanting 
is,  that  we  do  not  wish  this  contract  to  come  in  the  way 
of  the  engagements  already  contracted  for  with  Mr.  Sallan- 
tyne.     I  am  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
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his  contiDuing  od,  on,  on,  vith  his  works  of  fancy,  that 
during  the  last  three  weeks,  wherein  I  have  had  the  oom- 
foTt  of  seeing  him  almost  every  day,  I  have  throut^ont 
enconraged  him  by  every  argument  I  could  think  of,  and 
he  has  taken  everything  I  said  with  great  apparent  satis- 
faction. One  day  he  said — '  We  shall  have  to  call  a  halt 
some  day,  but  we  shall  ride  as  long  as  we  can.'  On  another 
day  he  said—'  X  am  wholly  against  any  hieUus  in  these 
works.  I  have  five  or  six  subjects  in  my  head,  and  were 
I  either  to  delay  in  bringing  them  out,  oi  something  to 
intervene,  the  public  will  expect  a  finely  wrought  story, 
etc  etc.,  which  would  work  up  their  expectations,  and 
which  there  is  no  chance  of  their  being  gratified  in ;  be- 
sides, some  other  person  may  step  into  the  arena,  and  give 
me  a  heavy  oar  to  work  to  make  ap  to  him  again.'  On 
another  occasion  he  said — '  I  am  now  young  and  healthy 
and  strong ;  some  two  or  three  years  hence  it  is  hard  to 
say  how  I  may  be.' 

"  So  completely  is  this  my  own  opinion,  t^ter  the  suc- 
cess of  Feveril  in  foia-  vols.,  and  at  two  guineas,  that  I 
shall  do  everything  in  my  poor  power  to  aocomplisb  this 
to  OS  most  desiiftble  end.  I  said  to  Sir  Walter,  one  of 
these  days, '  I  would  as  soon  stop  a  winning  horse  as  a 
successful  author,  with  the  public  in  bis  &vout.' 

"  It  is  our  interest  in  every  point  of  view  to  encoun^ 
him  on.  Vol.  L  of  the  new  is  well  on.  It  is  to  be  done  in 
March,  and  (thank  God  for  it  1)  two  more  this  year.  He 
says  he  wants  to  write  up  his  engagements,  and  we  should 
do  nothing  to  impede  them.  On  this  score  I  feel  so  firmly 
entrenched,  and  see  in  it  our  own  advantage  as  a  concern. 
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that  I  tell  yoa  fiaakly  I  am  aarry  you  are  stiiring  Shake- 
speare just  now.  Rely  on  this.  Sir  Walter  will  consider 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  ne^ect ;  had  he  made  a  proposal, 
and  we  had  laid  it  aside,  he  might  have  liiought  so,  I 
had  an  idea  that  the  success  of  Peyeril,  and  the  neio 
gnimhling  at  its  price  and  size,  etc,  had  struck  you  in  the 
same  way  as  me,  and  that  you  had  resolved  to  be  quiet 
about  Shakespeare  for  a  little.  We  have  lai^  advances 
to  him  for  work  to  be  done ;  so  soon  as  these  are  accom- 
plished, and  he  living  and  well,  then  Shakespeare  might  do. 

"  Do  not,  however,  suppose  that  I  am  against  getting, 
&om  Sir  Walter,  Shakespeare,  and  whatever  more  we  caa 
I  only  want  our  own  interest  consulted,  in  getting  hack 
our  money  advanced  as  fast  as  possible,  and  I  shall  leave 
DO  exertion  unmade  to  get  out  the  works  of  fancy. 
Shakespeare,  if  published  to-morrow,  would  only  produce 
some  £6000  at  from  12  to  36  or  48  months'  credit,  and 
no  gain,  while  one  book  of  three  vols,  will  produce  nearly 
£10,000,  and  great  gain,  and  it  is  tiiia  we  requur& 

"  Such  a  clause  as  the  following  might  do : — '  We  make 
this  proposal  under  the  distinct  provision  that  the  work 
is  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  name.  Perhaps  we  may  not 
announce  it  till  the  whole  nine  vols,  are  considerably  ad- 
vanced, or  near  completion,  but  this  we  can  regulate  so  as 
to  be  agreeable  to  you.'  Again, — '  We  think  it  right  also 
to  state  that  this  arrangement  is  not  considered  by  us  as 
entitled  to  come  in  the  way  of  any  of  the  contiacts  made 
with  Mr.  James  Ballan^e,  but  to  proceed  with  the  speed 
your  other  engagements  allow  yon  to  give  to  it.' 

"  Without  his  name  the  undertaking  appears  to  me 


byGoogle 


THE  "  SCOTT  SBAKB8PEARE."  S41 

whollj  oat  of  the  qaestioii.  Pray,  obsetre  this :  I  am 
not  agaiuBt  this  book ;  I  am  only  against  it  without  Sir 
WaUs/g  narne,  aad  against  it  coming  in  the  way  of  more 
important  undertakings.  If  he  lives  we  shall  get  Shake- 
speare." 

The  earliest  su^estion  of  a  "  Scott "  Shakespeare  had 
been  made  b;  mj  father,  in  his  letter  &om  Castlebeare 
Park,  of  February  15,  1822,  and  appears  to  have  been 
renewed  &om  time  to  time  in  personal  interviews.  The 
fallowing  letters  on  the  snbject  will  be  read  with  interest 
in  sequence.  Three  volumes  of  the  edition  were  completed 
before  the  sad  crisis  in  1826,  but  then  laid  aside ;  and  ulti- 
mately, I  have  been  told,  the  sheets  were  sold  in  London  at 
mute  paper !  It  is  even  doubted  whether  one  copy  be 
now  in  existence. 

Sir  Walter  Scoit  to  Mr  Constable. 

"  AsBorBPOBV,  I9th  October  1822. 

"  Deak  Cok&table, — I  have  been  thinking,  ever  since 
you  left  me,  of  your  literary  projects.  The  Poema  I  can- 
not bring  my  mind  to.  My  own  foshion  of  poetry  is  at 
present,  &om  various  imitations  and  other  ciicumstancee, 
rather  out  of  the  mode,  and  were  I  to  adopt  another,  men 
would  say  tiiat  I  had  succeeded  ill,  because  it  was  not  in 
my  own  taste ;  for  the  present,  therefore,  this  is  out  of 
the  question,  tiioogh  should  I  see  an  opening  I  have 
not  entirely  renounced  the  Musea 

"  The  Shakespeare  plan  I  like  much  better,  and  could 
conduct  it  without  interfering  with  other  engagements, 
since  I  couH  have  Lockhart's  powerful  assistance  as  to 
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Philology,  in  which  he  is  very  perfectly  skilled — as  mach, 
indeed,  as  any  one  I  ever  Icnew.  Bat  there  is  this  great 
objectioa  If  I  am  to  give  my  name  to  such  a  work, 
people  wonld  expect  that  there  should  be  something  added 
to  the  mass  of  information  already  heaped  together  on  the 
snbject,  and  would  be  disappointed  when  they  found  I  had 
only  performed  the  humble  but  very  useful  task  of  con- 
densing the  information  previously  collected,  retrenching 
the  not«s  to  a  reasonable  compass,  and  making,  I  should 
hope,  a  very  useful  popular  edition.  The  only  novelty  I 
could  give  would  be  by  av&iliog  myself  of  the  various 
foreign  commentators  who  have  now  exercised  their  in- 
genuity upon  Shakespeare,  and  many, — as  Schlegel  par- 
ticularly, with  considerable  success.  Still  this  would  not 
give  much  novelty,  and  I  fear  the  public  would  form 
erroneous  views  of  the  purpose  of  such  an  edition,  and 
would  of  course  be  disappointed. 

"I  have  always  observed  that  few  things  are  more 
^aiuat  a  work  than  any  extravagance  of  expectation  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  prevent 
that  from  being  excited  where  an  author  of  some  name 
seta  about  such  a  task  as  you  propose.  On  the  other, 
hand,  without  a  name,  the  book  might  never  take  ground 
at  all.  I  have  the  matter  very  sincerely  at  heart ;  it  conld 
go  on  slowly  (for  fost  it  could  not  proceed),  and  would 
scarce  interfere  with  other  things,  for  that  sort  of  labour 
is  rather  an  amusement  to  me  as  otherwise.  Perhaps  if  I 
were  to  bring  a  play  or  two  by  way  of  experiment,  you 
could  better  judge  what  was  like  to  come  of  it.  I  have 
moat  of  the  books  that  would  be  necessary,  for  Uie  old 
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editions  have  been  all  ransacked,  and  the  ordinary  vari- 
orum editions  mention  the  varieties  of  the  text,  so  as  to 
make  collation  in  most  cases  unueceBsary.  Ko  doubt  a 
most  popular  book  might  be  made  bj  putting  the  notes 
into  an  entertaining  and  popiUar  shape,  and  with  my  son 
Lockbart's  assistance  for  the  fog,  I  would  have  great 
pleasure  in  doing  it  But  on  both  our  accounts  I  am 
much  staggered  by  Uie  objection  which  I  state  to  you. 
Were  that  out  of  the  way  I  have  little  doubt  upon  other 
points,  for  really  snch  a  work  is  peculiarly  wanted.  You 
may  consider  all  this  in  your  own  mind,  and  let  me  hear 
from  you  at  leisure,  for  there  is  nothing  presses  on  the 
snbject,  as  it  would  take  two  or  three  years  to  bring  out 
tmch  a  book  creditably. 

"  I  hope  this  will  find  you  continuing  on  the  mendii^ 
hand,  and  taking  care  of  yourself.  I  am  now  near  coming 
to  Edinbui^h,  and  shall  take  leave  of  this  place  with  more 
than  my  nsnal  regret — Touia  very  truly, 

"  Walteb  Scott." 

Mb.  Con3tabli:  to  Sm  Walteb  Scott. 

•'  F^irvary  1823. 

"  Deas  Sm  Walter, — Although  I  have  not  had  the  plea- 
sure of  communicating  with  yon  since  receipt  of  your  letter 
in  October  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  projected  edition  of 
Shakespeare,  yet  it  has  had  a  good  deal  of  my  thoughts, 
and  my  anxious  wish  to  see  such  a  work  executed  con- 
tinues unabated.  Of  the  safety  of  the  undertaking  to  the 
bookseller  there  cannot,  I  think,  be  any  question,  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  terms  and  plan  which  have  occurred  to 
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tne  may  merit  yoai  further  consideration,  I  would  now 
lespectfolly  beg  leave  to  lay  them  before  yon. 

The  work  which  I  would  propose  should  be  limited  to 
ten  vols.  Svo,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  specimen  which 
I  now  enclose ;  the  ^rpe  being  the  same  as  that  used  for 
die  edition  termed  Ballantyne's  Sh^espeare.  The  pro- 
portions which  the  notes  bear  to  the  text  would,  at  my 
rate  of  calculation,  he  less  than  one-third  and  more  than 
one-fonrth. 

"Suppose  the  work  extended  to  ten  vols.,  say  voL  i.  in- 
troductory matter,  34  sheets,  or  644  pages. 

'-  Thus  the  introductory  matter  and  text  might  be  said 
to  consist  of  eight  vols. 

"  Two  volumes  of  notes  interspersed  through  the  pages 
would  extend  the  whole  to  ten  vols. 

"  The  notes  being  printed  on  a  Bmaller  type  than  the 
text,  and  the  average  in  each  page  reckoned  at  eleven  lines, 
occupying  the  space  of  nine  lines  of  text,  being  exactly 
one-fourth  of  what  would  be  contained  in  each  page  of  the 
seven  vols,  of  text  as  alxive  estimated,  it  is  apprehended 
there  might  besides  be  sufficient  space  at  the  end  of  the 
tenth  voL  for  the  Poems  of  Shakespeare. 

"  These  are  professional  details,  but  they  are  necessary 
to  be  kept  in  view  at  commencii^  such  an  undertaking. 
I  am  fuUy  satisfied  as  to  the  impossibility  of  a  uniformity 
of  extent  of  notes,  some  of  the  plays  of  Shakespeare  ad- 
mitting of  more  and  some  of  less  illustration,  but  it  is  con- 
ceived that  the  accompanying  eight  pages  might  be  taken 
as  a  fait  apecimen  of  the  general  appearance  of  the  whole. 

"  Such  a  work  I  am  aware  would  require  some  time  to 
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execute,  but  with  Mr.  Lockhart's  powerful  assistance  in 
the  notes,  I  thiuk  yon  would  together  not  find  much 
difficulty  in  overtsking  it  within  a  reasonable  period — 
say  two  years  after  it  was  b^uu.  The  introductory  voL 
would,  aa  a  matter  of  course,  be  the  last  printed.  As  to 
terms,  I  would  submit  the  following  to  your  considera- 
tion : — Suppose  the  copyright  estimated  at  Two  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds — that  we  pay  One  hundred  pounds 
at  a  period  to  be  agreed  on  after  Uie  completion  at  press 
of  each  of  the  last  nine  vols.,  and  One  hundred  poonda 
for  books  and  incidents  as  required,  the  balance  of  Fifteen 
hundred  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  conclnaion,  at  dates  to 
be  fixed. 

"  Having  stated  formerly  my  ideas  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  edition  of  Shakespeare  proposed,  I  need  not  ^ain  re- 
peat them,  or  presume  to  offer  my  opinion  &rther  as  to 
tiie  literary  mode  of  its  execution.  It  will  give  me  much 
pleasure  to  find  you  favourably  disposed  to  the  arrai^e- 
ments  suggested  in  this  letter. — And  I  am  with  the 
utmost  respect,  dear  Sir  Walter,  your  obliged  and  fiuthful 
servant 

T.8. — I  would  limit  the  first  edition  to  1250,  and  not 
to  exceed  1500  copies,  without  any  embellishment,  ex- 
cepting,- perhaps,  a  portrait  of  Shakeepeaie.  I  have  a 
cariosity  to  show  you — an  old  key  Irom  Shakespeare'e 
house  at  Stratford- npoD-Avon;  ita  authenticity  is  vouched 
in  a  manner  I  think  to  satisfy  the  most  scrupulous 
antiquary." ' 

1  Thia  kay  u  now  in  the  Untenm  of  The  Society  of  ADtiqnariea. 
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Ms.  LOCKHABT  to  Mb.  GoKBTA£LE. 

"Abbototobd,  Monday,  April  28,  1823. 

"Mt  dkab  Sib, — I  hava  had  a  good  deal  of  conreT- 
sation  vith  Sir  Walter  Scott  about  the  Shakespeare, 
and  I  believe  there  will  be  no  diffictUty  to  the  plan 
started  hy  either  of  ns,  in  case  you  have  quite  made 
np  your  zoind.  It  ia  indeed  quite  impossible  that  any- 
thing should  be  handsomer  than  your  proposed  airange- 
ments,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  honestly  believe  yon 
are  the  only  bookseller  the  world  ever  saw  that  was 
capable  of  conceiving  and  executing  such  schemes.  Loi^ 
may  you  both  conceive  and  execute ! 

"  As  we  shall  all  he  in  town  so  soon,  it  was  perh^ 
scarcely  worth  while  to  write  at  present,  hut  I  thought 
it  was  a  pity  yon  should  lose  any  time,  in  case  yon  had 
any  armngements  of  other  sorts  that  might  by  possibility 
cross  or  conflict  with  this  matter. 

"  I  should  be  happy  if  you  would  order  a  copy  of 
Johnson's  and  Steevens's  to  be  interleaved  with  quarto 
paper,  for  I  think  that  will  be  the  likeliest  way  for  Six 
Walter  to  read  over  and  add  to  my  notes,  without  too 
much  trouble;  and  I  should  think  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  Plays  might  he  put  into  order  by  the  be- 
ginning of  the  winter. 

"  The  Baionet  and  all  the  family  here  are  as  well  as 
possible.  My  little  boy  has  apparently  quite  got  out  of 
his  influenza.  Mrs.  Lockhart,  who  sits  by  me,  sends  her 
compliments. — Tours  very  sincerely, 

"J.  G.  LoacHAKT." 
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Mb.  Cabeu.  to  SiE  WJU.TES  Scorr. 

"  17th  Martk  1S24. 

"My  deab  Sib  Waiteb,— I  take  the  opportunity  of 
this  parcel  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  subject  which  Mi. 
BaUanlyne  mentioned  to  me  shortly  before  he  left  this 
for  LondoD ;  that  aabject  is  Mr.  Constable's  projected 
editioD  of  Shakespeare. 

"I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  fhinkly  that  so  fax 
&om  being  averse,  I  am  throughoiit  friendly  to  the 
scheme,  provided  that  your  other  and  more  valuable 
avoeations  were  not  impeded  by  it.  With  the  plan, 
however,  of  Mr.  Lockbart  taking  the  work,  and  your 
hand  having  the  introductory  volume  only  to  do  at  your 
own  time,  and  whUe  the  press  is  occupied  with  voL 
second  and  its  snccessors,  the  undertaking  cannot  be 
too  soon  commenced,  and  yoa  have  only  to  state  to  me 
your  own  views,  to  meet  the  most  prompt  coneurrence 
on  my  part 

"What  I  mean  I  may  perhaps  explain  better  by 
stating  that  you  have  only  to  mention  your  own  ideas 
as  to  the  time  at  which,  with  perfect  convenience  and 
comfort  to  yourself,  you  could  have  the  volume  about 
Shakespeare  ready  for  the  printer. 

"I  would  next  ask  when  Mr.  Lockhart  can  go  to 
press  with  ease  to  himselt 

"What  remains  with  respect  to  the  mechanical  part 
I  shall  give  every  attention  to,  hut  pray  oblige  me  by 
believing  I  would  not  wish  certain  works  stopped  one 
day  by  this  undertaking.    If  it  could  be  so  managed  sis 
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to  appear  in  the  winter  of  1824-25   it  vould  be  well, 
but  you  mnat  decide  this. — I  remain,  etc., 

"  Egbert  CADELL,/or  A.  C.  and  Co." 

Quentin  Durward  waa  already  begun,  but  Sir  Walter's 
progress  in  the  composition  of  it  was  retarded  bj  the 
difficulty  of  procuriug  accurate  geographical  and  statis- 
ticai  information.  He  wrote  as  follows  to  my  father  od 
the  IStJi  December  1822 : — 

"  1»A  Dtetmber  1SS2. 
"Mt  dzab  Constable, — Books  of  history  help  me 
little,  except  Commines.  I  Uiink  there  must  be  some 
descriptioD  of  the  village  and  castle  of  Plessia-les-Toars 
in  some  of  the  nnmeions  works,  or  in  some  of  the  old 
geographical  and  statistical  accounts  of  Fiance.  There 
are  '  B^ces  de  la  France,'  and  books  of  that  kind.  If 
you  will  send  your  porter  before  dinner  to-day,  I  vUl 
return  the  books  you  kindly  sent  me.  It  is  topography 
that  I  would  fain  be  at.  Hamilton's  illness  has  impeded 
matters  much.  I  have  had  three  long  Interlocutors  of 
full  about  IS  pages  each,  to  write  with  my  own  hand ; 
notwithstanding  I  will,  I  hope,  be  done  on  Wednesday  as 
I  pH^Kffled. — ^Yours  truly,  WALTER  Scoir." 

With  reference  to  the  same  novel  my  father  writes : — 
"  Fake  Puoi,  22i  Jatman,  182S. 

"  I  am  sorry  I  have  been  unsuccessful  in  my  inquiries 
after  '  the  Flans  or  Views ; '  t^ere  is  no  work  of  the  kind 
in  any  of  the  libraries  here,  and  I  have  oot  been  able  to 
get  such  in  Ix)ndon,  where  I  employed  a  very  intelligent 
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persoD  for  the  purpose  ;  thia,  I  think,  is  somewhat  singu- 
lar, but  so  it  ia. 

"  In  Gongh's  Bibliotheca  Topcffraphica  Briianmea  there 
is,  among  many  very  curious  articles,  the  Memoirs  of  Sir 
John  Hawkwood,  au  En^ish  archer,  ahout  the  period  you 
mentioned,  and  who  made  some  figure  in  the  French 
wars ;  perhaps  you  might  wish  to  see  it  This  collection 
of  Oough's  is  in  a  good  many  volomes,  and  must  be  in 
the  Advocates'  library.  I  am  uncertain  of  the  volume 
which  contains  Hawkwood,  bat  I  can  examine  the  book, 
and  borrow  it  if  agreeable  to  you." 

Snt  Walter  Scoit  to  Mr.  Conbtasle. 

"  CuTLX  SnciT,  Thunda^,  23d  Jtmutuy  1S23. 

"  Mr  DEAR  CoKBTABLE, — It  is  a  vile  place  this  village  of 
Flessis-lea^Tours,  that  can  bafDe  both  you  and  me.  It  ia  a 
place  famous  in  history,  and  moreover  is,  as  your  Gazetteer 
Bssores  us,  a  village  of  1000  inhabitants ;  yet  I  have  not 
found  it  in  any  map,  provincial  or  general,  which  I  have 
consulted.  I  think  Bomething  must  be  found  in  Malte- 
Bron's  geographical  works.  I  have  also  suggested  to  Mr. 
Cadell  that  WraxaU's  Hiatoiy  of  France,  or  his  Travels, 
may  probably  help  us ;  in  the  meantime  I  am  getting  on, 
and  instead  of  description  holding  the  place  of  sense,  I 
must  try  to  make  such  sense  as  I  can  find  hold  the  place 
of  description. 

"I  send  the  very  curious  account  of  Scotland,  which  I 
take  to  be  unique.  I  also  return  History  of  Buccaneers, 
2  vols.,  belonging  to  Mr.  David. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  when  our  colds  permit  us  to  meet 
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"I  knew  Hawkwood'a  stray.  He  was  originally,  I 
believe,  a  tailor  in  London,  and  became  a  noted  leader  of 
condottieii  in  Italy. 

"  I  will  be  obliged  to  Mr.  David  to  get  from  the  libnoy, 
and  send  me,  the  laige  oopy  of  Philip  de  Commines,  in 
4to,  I  retained  it,  intending  to  bring  mine  from  Abbota- 
ford,  bat  leA  it  in  my  hurry,  and  the  aathoi  is  the  very 
key  to  my  period.  I  am  delighted  all  is  going  on  so  well 
Yours  very  sincerely,  Waltsb  Scott." 
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Articis  "  HomsBce"  tn  Encrolopadis— Letter  tnm  Bli  W*It«r,  with  gift  vt 
Htniucripta,  uid  my  tathsr'a  reply  In  Kknawledgment — Pint  snggMtliiii 
of  Moffimm  Opiu—Dtittix  ot  Mr.  Thomu  Scott —Dialogue  on  Popnlar 
SnpenUtiani— Letter  lh>m  nj  Ttthet — The  Cune  of  Scotl&nd— ITobuic- 

I  tjoned  dnmatiilng  of  Wavnrley  NoT«la— Lettan  from  Blr  Walter  Bcott 
on  nriom  enbjeota— Qnentin  Donrud  "  frostbitten  "—Sir  Walter  Soott 
■Dd  Hr.  LockhsTt  on  the  qnution  of  longer  internlB— "The  Boglea" 


At  no  period  of  their  iatercouise  does  there  appear  to 
have  existed  a  kindlier  feeling  between  Sir  Walter  and 
my  father  than  at  this  time.  It  was  on  the  10th  March 
1833  that  he  wrote  the  following  letter,  presenting  to  his 
pabliaher  the  OTiginal  xss.  of  all  his  works  which  were 
Uien  in  his  possesaion.  The  '  Eomance '  alluded  to  in  the 
condnding  sentence  ia  the  essay  on  that  subject  which 
Sir  Walter  contributed  to  the  Supplement  of  the  Encydo- 
pcedia  Britannica : — 

"Oabtlb  Stbxkt,  lOeA  March  1S23. 

"  DziB  Constable, — ^Yon  who  hare  so  richly  endowed 
my  little  oollectton  cannot  refuse  me  the  pleasure  of  add- 
ii^;  to  yours.  I  b^  your  acceptance  of  a  parcel  of  mss, 
which  I  know  your  partialities  will  give  more  value  to 
than  they  deserve,  and  only  annex  the  condition  that  they 
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shall  be  scrapulonaly  concealeii  duiing  the  author's  life, 
and  only  made  forthcomii^  when  it  may  be  neceaaaiy  to 
assert  his  right  to  be  occotmted  the  writer  of  these  novels. 

"I  enclose  a  note  to  Mr.  Guthrie  Wright,  who  will 
deliver  to  you  some  of  them  which  were  in  poor  Lord 
Kinneddet's  possession ;  and  I  will  send  some  from  Ab- 
botsFord,  which  will,  I  think,  nearly  complete  the  whole, 
though  there  may  be  some  misHing  leaves. 

"  I  will  set  about  the  Bomance  immediately,  which  will 
relieve  my  other  labours.  I  hope  you  are  not  the  worse 
of  our  very  meny  party  yesterday. — ^Yours  truly. 

"  Waiter  Scorr." 

The  original  of  this  valuable  letter  lay  long  in  the  hands 
of  the  late  Mr.  Cormack,  S.3.O.,  to  whom  it  had  been 
intrusted  for  purposes  connected  with  the  bankruptcy  of 
my  father's  house.  In  a  letter  of  September  29,  1829, 
Mr.  Cormack  wrote  to  my  brother  David,  with  reference 
to  the  document : — "  I  shall  take  care  that  Sir  Walter 
Scotf  8  letter  is  preserved  for  you."  The  letter  was  seen 
by  me  some  years  ago  in  the  possession  of  Mr,  Cormack, 
but  since  his  death  it  has  mysteriously  disappeared ;  and 
I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  request  that  any  person 
into  whose  hands  it  may  fall  will  kindly  restore  it  to 
myself,  who  claim  to  be  it«  legal  owner,  intimating  at  the 
same  time  tiiat  I  shall  gladly  reward  my  benefactor  with 
another  autograph  letter  of  the  distinguished  writer,  or  by 
a  handsome  gratuity. 

On  the  envelope  of  the  above  letter  my  &ther  wrote 
— "  The  most  kind  and  valuable  letter  I  ever  received," 
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and  OD  Uie  36th  March  1823  he  wrote  the  following 
reply:— 

"  DsAB  Sir  Waltib, — I  need  not  attenpt  to  express 
how  moch  I  feel  gratified  by  your  very  kind  letter  of  the 
lOth  inst,  accompanying  manuscripts*  to  which  it  refers. 
I  haye  since  received  the  additionfil  parcel  from  Ahbots- 
ford,  and  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  those 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Kinnedder.  I  shall 
have  great  pride  in  preserving  these  invaluaUe  treaaurea 
as  memorials  of  yonr  liberality  and  confidence ;  indeed, 
the  gift  is  such  as  yon  only  could  hestow, — and,  you  will 
forgive  me  for  adding,  such  ss  yourself  only  would  have 
made.  The  whole  shall  be  carefully  arranged  with  my 
own  hand,  and  be  forthcoming  when  required. 

"The  possession  of  these  inestimable  originals  has 
occasioned  me  some  anticipations  as  to  what  may  happen 
at  a  future  day ;  for  it  need  not  be  disguised  that  there 
has  been  nothing  produced  in  the  literray  world  at  any 
period,  about  which  there  will  be  hereafter  so  much  said, 
written,  and  published,  as  the  works  of  Uie  Author  of 
Waverley.  There  will  be  attempts  at  illustrations,  etc, 
notes  of  all  sorts,  kinds,  and  descriptions,  full  of  absur- 
dities and  blunders  ; — and  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  author 
only  who  could  do  anything  at  all  acceptable  in  the  way 
of  genuine  illusbation.  The  characters,  incidents,  and 
descriptions  in  which  all  of  them  so  fully  abound  have 
either  originated  in  what  may  be  termed  reality,  or  are 
drawn  from  sources  but  little  known.  I  would  respect- 
1  A  lirt  of  theM  will  be  fmmd  mt  p«ge  442  of  tbe  prewnt  rolnme. 
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folly  submit  this  to  you  as  a  project  for  coneiderEtioii ; 
and  if  70U  will  permit  me,  I  shall  have  a  set  of  all  the 
Tales,  Novels,  and  RomaDces  interleaved,  and  neatly  done 
np,  to  be  placed  in  a  suitable  cabinet  in  yonr  private 
study,  or  wherever  you  may  think  proper. 

"  I  am  taking  a  great  liberty  in  these  suggestions,  bat 
you  receive  everything  from  me  with  so  much  kindness 
that  I  cannot  resist  them.  It  might  perhaps  amuse  you 
in  your  leisure  to  renew  your  acquaintance  with  Flora 
Mac-Ivor,  the  liird  of  Balmawhapple,  my  Mend  Dumbie- 
dykes,  and  our  other  recorded  vortbies.  The  book  so 
illustrated  would  be  a  valuable  present  to  posterity,  but 
would  probably  only  be  avaOable  as  literary  property  at  a 
distant  day. 

"  I  have  read  the  first  volume  of  Quentin  Dnrward  with 
great  delight,  and  it  will  please  the  numerous  admirers  of 
all  that  has  gone  before  it.  If  the  three  vols,  could  be  got 
ready  next  month,  the  work  would  appear  in  London  in 
the  full  season,  and  I  should  be  on  the  spot,  and  have  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing  its  reception,  as  I  propose  going 
south  next  week.  I  expect  the  journey  will  do  my  health 
good,  and  there  are  some  matters  of  business  in  prospect 
over  which  I  am  desirous  of  having  a  superintending  eye. 
I  shall  limit  the  objects  of  my  visit,  as  I  am  not  fit  for 
bustle  as  formerly ;  and  I  hope  to  return  home  about  the 
beginning  of  May.  I  trust  you  will  have  some  commands 
for  me,  and  if  Lady  Scott  has  any  commissions  it  will  ^ve 
me  great  pleasure  to  execute  them. 

"  I  forwarded  the  lett«r  to  Miss  Edgar  with  my  best 
complimanta,  and  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  promote  the  snb- 
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Bcriptdon  for  her  Poems.     I  have  seen  Major  M 

frequently,  bat  I  fear  I  must  dissuade  him  from  reprinting 
Chin-zica, — he  is  a  modest  man,  bat  a  determined  poet ; 
and  I  have  prevailed  with  Miss  Groom  to  remain  in 
limerick  for  the  present 

"  A  complete  set  of  honest  John  Nichols'  lifarary  anec- 
dotes shall  be  sent  70a.  The  variorum  Classics  ma^  as 
well,  I  sappose,  remain  here  till  the  library  is  ready  at 
Abbotsford.  I  lately  met  with  an  article  of  considerable 
rarity — a  pack  of  playing-cards,  fifty-four  in  number,  with 
the  arms  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland  engraved  upon  them  by 
Walter  Scott,  goldsmith  in  EdinbuTgh,  1691.  I  had  seen 
a  card  a  great  many  years  ago,  and  never  expected  to 
-  meet  with  a  perfect  set  of  them.  I  am  making  inquiry  as 
to  Walter  Scott,  and  I  shall  ere  long  have  the  pleasure  of 
offering  you  the  cards,  and  at  the  same  time  the  par- 
ticulars of  anything  I  may  learn  respecting  him. — I  am, 
etc,  Akchd.  Constable." 

In  this  letter  from  my  father  we  have  the  earliest  sug- 
gestion of  the  annotated  edition  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's 
works,  that  opus  magnum  as  it  has  been  justly  called, 
which  proved,  as  the  great  man  himself  anticipated,  "  a 
mine  of  wealth  for  his  creditors,"  enabling  him  to  leave 
the  wodd  the  grand  moral  example  of  an  intellectual  hero 
labouring  successfully  for  the  estinctioa  of  pecuniary 
claims  which  neither  law  nor  justice  would  otherwise 
have  demanded.  In  his  diary  of  January  19th,  1826,'  he 
alludes  to  this  great  scheme  as  being  my  father's  sugges- 

I  See  Life,  vol.  ti.  p.  193, 


byGoogle 


SH  SIJU  WALTER  SCOTT. 

tiou,  but  in  December  17,  1827,  io  forgetfulneaa  of  the 
lettei  juBt  quoted,  he  writes  of  it  ae  "  Ciulell's  plan," '  and 
Mr.  Loekhait  seems  also  to  have  tegacded  it  as  such ;  * 
but  as  Mr.  Cadell  vas  privileged  to  reap  the  solid  fruits 
of  the  undertaking,  I  may  be  paidoned  if  I  eeeb  to  Tindi- 
cate  for  mj  father  any  praise  that  may  be  due  to  the 
original  an^eBter. 

"  AuoniOBD,  26t&  Mardi  ISZS. 

"  D£AK  Constable,— I  had  your  kind  letter  to-day.  I 
have  been  something  disconcerted  by  the  melanch(dy 
tidings  of  my  poor  brother  Tom's  death.  When  you  are 
separated  from  the  only  human  being  to  whom  the  erects 
of  your  early  youth  and  boyhood  can  have  a  mutual 
interest,  it  is  an  uncommonly  bitter  recollection.  Be- 
sides, though  differing  in  many  respects,  we  always  main- 
tained a  sincere  regard  for  each  other ;  and  though  I  had 
long  laid  mj  account  with  my  never  seeing  him  again, 
yet  the  stroke  which  has  rendered  it  impossible  has  its 
own  proper  pain.  ...  He  was  completely  posseeaed  of 
his  mind  to  the  last,  and  died  like  a  man,  firmly  and 
quietly,  his  last  hours  employed  in  comforting  his 
family. 

"  I  have  no  doubt — to  come  to  other  matters — that, 
with  corresponding  exertion  on  the  part  of  our  fat  friend, 
Durward  will  be  out  iu  the  time  you  mention,  the  third 
volume  as  well ;  and  nothing  relieves  the  heartache  like  a 
little  task-work. 

"  I  am  thinking  of  a  thing  in  the  way  of  a  gaper- 
numerary  exertion,  which  is,  revising  and  putting  together 
'  See  Life,  toI.  viL  p.  94.  » Ibid.  p.  »7. 
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what  I  have  had  by  me  for  some  years — a  dialogue  on 
Popnlar  Superstitions.  An  essay  was  read  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  Royal  Society,  which  put  me  in  mind  that  I 
had  some  sheets  on  the  subject.  There  are  a  good  many 
nairatlTes  in  the  work,  and  the  whole  is  at  the  fireside ; 
still  yon  may  believe  I  do  not  mean  '  Etigvirena  Phil- 
alethes '  kind  of  speakers ;  but  when  I  say  a  dialc^e  I 
mean  a  conversation  among  persons  sustaining  different 
chaiacters,  and  illustrating  their  opinions  according  to 
these  charactets.  I  have  a  notion  such  a  thing  as  this 
might  help  my  getting  Walter  on  full-pay  as  lieutenant, 
which  I  am  now  negotiating.  I  should  wish  the  work  to 
be  strictly  anonymous,  and  b^  your  opinioa  as  to  the  form, 
and  so  fortL  I  presume  Mrs.  Constable  goes  to  the 
south  with  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  take  Abbotsford  on 
your  way,  and  spend  a  day  or  two  with  us,  which  will 
give  Lady  Scott  and  me  great  pleasure,  besides  giving  us 
an  opportunity  of  talking  over  old  scores  and  new  plana. 
I  am  not  engaged,  except  itom  the  2d  April  to  the  5th, 
inclusive,  when  the  Circuit  comes  in  the  way ;  pray  think 
of  this.  I  am  most  extremely  interested  in  the  pack  of 
cards,  and  ray  namesake  who  published  them.  It  is  odd 
that,  living  just  at  the  time  of  Satchel,  he  should  have 
escaped  that  worthy  enumerator  of  the  right  honoorable 
and  rough  clan. 

"  One  thing  I  am  extremely  curious  to  know :  whose 
arms  are  upon  the  Nlue  of  Diamonds  t  I  think  that  cir- 
cumstance will  ascertain,  what  I  never  heard  well  ac- 
counted for,  namely,  why  the  card  is  called  the  Curse  of 
Scotland. 

VOL.  m.  B 
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"  It  13  gecerally  supposed  to  lefer  to  Lord  Stair,  prin- 
cipal agent  in  bringing  about  the  Union.  If  it  bears  hia 
turms  it  proves  the  fact  Piaj  write  to  me  to  let  me  Iknov 
thia. 

"  Stave  off  poor  Chin-zica  if  yon  can.  I  do  not,  &om 
my  recotlectionB,  think  it  wUl  do ;  it  is  only  leading  the 
gentleman,  otherwise  a  man  of  sense  and  perhaps  accom- 
plishment, into  an  idle  delusion. — Dear  Constable,  yonis 
truly,  Waltek  Scott. 

"  I  open  my  letter  again  to  say  that  I  think  your  inter- 
leaved copy  of  the  Novels  would  tiighten ;  such  notes  aa 
are  worth  making  I  will  either  write  in  my  memoirs  of 
my  own  life  and  literary  history,  or  in  a  separate  blank- 
paper  hook.  In  the  former  work  I  have  made  some  pro- 
gress, and  the  paper  hooks  shall  be  yours  if  I  go  before 
you.  There  is  bat  little  curioas  in  the  outlines  given  of 
the  Tales  of  My  Landlord ;  only  one  letter  I  have  some- 
where, remarkably  well  written,  but  anonymous,  suggest- 
ing, and  indeed  narrating,  the  oatlines  of  Jeanie  Deans 
and  her  quiet,  unpretending  heroism.  The  facts  are  real, 
and  scene  and  place  (I  think  Dondrennan,  near  Dumfries) 
are  mentioned. 

Mk.  Constable  to  Sm  Walteb  Scott. 

■'  31X  ManA  182S. 
"  Deau  Sie  Walter, — It  was  with  much  regret  I  received 
the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  yoxa  brother,  Mr.  Thomas 
Scott.  He  possessed  excellent  talents  and  great  goodness 
of  heart,  which,  with  other  advantages,  promised  to  have 
done  much  for  his  advancement  in  life ;  but  his  lot  was 
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not  an  tinconimon  one.  He  waa  a  firm  fiieod  of  mine  at 
an  early  period  of  my  career.  ...  I  am  very  happy  to 
find  you  intend  publishing  a  volume  on  the  Popular 
Soperstitions,  which  I  know  has  long  been  a  favonrite 
aabject  of  yonra  The  text,  I  suppose,  will  be  illustrated 
by  narretives  and  notes.  I  would  suggest  making  it  a 
post  8vo  volume  in  rather  a  better  style  of  printing  than 
Ivanho^  etc.,  and,  if  agreeable  to  you,  we  shall  be  happy 
to  consider  the  sum  of  £500  for  the  copyright  at  your 
command,  at  any  date  to  be  mutually  arranged,  to  meet 
the  object  which  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  you 
have  in  view  for  the  disposal  of  it.  A  volume  has  just 
appeared  on  tbe  subject  by  Mr.  Grant  Stewart,  of  which  a 
copy  shall  be  sent  you  by  first  opportunity,  and  Dr.  Hib- 
bert  is  printing  an  amplified  edition  of  the  essay  read 
before  the  Boyal  Society;  the  subject  is  thus  likely  to 
attract  considerable  notice.  I  shall  request  Mr.  Ballantyne 
to  be  prepared  for  your  work  whenever  yon  may  find  it 
convenient  to  send  manuscript,  and  it  shall  be  brought 
out  strictly  anonymously. 

"  I  have  looked  at  the  Nine  of  Diamonds,  which  con- 
tains the  arms  of  the  Earls  of  Koxburghe,  Kellie,  and 
Haddington,  who,  I  believe,  were  scaithless  noblemen  of 
their  day.  I  expected  to  find  it  contain  those  of  Viscount 
Stair.  The  Nine  of  Diamonds  is  universally  called  the 
Corse  of  ScoUand.  I  remember  hearing  from  George 
Paton,  a  number  of  years  ago,  that  this  card  had  been  so 
named  from  one  of  them  having  been  used  for  the  order 
to  massacre  the  Macdonalds  of  Glencoe  in  the  year  1693, 
which  took  place  the  year  following  the  publication  of  the 
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Goldsmith's  Catds.  I  am  not  sure  but  tbe  circumstance 
is  noticed  in  some  of  the  pamphlets  which  appeared  at 
the  time ;  at  all  events,  I  think  we  may  conclude  that  it 
would  be  one  of  the  Peers'  cards  that  would  be  at  hand 
and  used  on  the  occasion.  There  is  a  game  often  played 
by  young  follcB  called  Pope ;  tbe  Nine  of  Diamonds  stands 
foi  Pope  Joan,  and  takes  all ;  bat  this,  of  course,  is  hnown 
to  yon,  and  whethei  it  can  have  an  allusion  to  any  event 
in  onr  history.  I  would  have  sent  the  pack  to  you  at 
once,  but  delay  a  few  days  till  a  suitable  case  is  made  for 
th^n.  I  daresay  a  set  of  them  is  nowhere  else  to  be 
found.  I  am  surprised  Satchel  took  no  notice  of  hia 
namesake,  but  perhaps  tbe  Edinboigh  citizen  bad  not 
come  into  T<^e  when  tbe  old  sdldier  dictated  his  metrical 
history  of  tbe  dan. 

"  We  might  now,  if  agreeable  to  you,  annoance  Durward 
(I  am  rather  partial  to  '  Quentin  Dnrwatd,'  it  reminds  one 
of  Qay  Manuering) ;  indeed,  it  might  be  useful  to  do  so 
without  delay.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  throwing  out 
this  hint. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  tbe  dramatic  pieces  which 
have  lately  come  out  in  such  abundance  have  attracted 
your  notice.  I  have  a  volume  of  them  to  send  yon, 
printed  by  a  Mr.  Huie,  and  Mr.  Murray  has  published 
his  drama  of  George  Heriot,  and  there  is  another  in  Huie'B 
collection.  Tbe  two  publishers  are  squabbling  about  what 
they  call  tbe  copyright,  and  have  now  a  process  before  the 
Sheriff  on  the  subject  The  printed  pieces  are  almost 
verbatim  from  the  original  works,  which  no  one  can  use 
without  the  consent  of  those  to  whom  the  copyrights  be- 
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long,  and  I  rather  think  that  this  subject  is  too  important 
to  be  longer  overlooked ;  indeed,  I  have  an  idea  that  it  is 
throwing  away  advantages  that  oUiere  would  not  allow. 
Might  there  not  be  an  arrangemeot  made,  so  as  to  secnre 
in  the^rsf  inataiue  the  right  of  any  dramatic  performance 
regarding  Qnentin  Burwaid;  at  all  events,  the  attempt 
would  be  worth  making.  An  English  gentleman  now 
here,  who  had  dramatized  Ivauhoe,  told  me  that  he  had 
got  (I  think)  from  £300  to  £400  for  it  at  Covent  Gardea 
I  have  for  some  time  been  of  opinion  that,  permitting  so 
many  publications  under  the  very  titles  of  the  works,  of 
the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  composed  entirely  either  of 
the  very  words,  or  at  all  events  of  abridgments  of  the 
originals,  may  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  circulation 
of  the  laiger  works.  I  used  to  consider  them  formerly  as 
acting  to  a  considerable  extent  as  advertisements;  bnt 
the  thing  now  assumes  a  more  formidable  aspect,  and  you 
will  perhaps  be  of  opinion  that  what  I  am  now  stating  is 
worthy  your  early  conaideratisn.  The  theatres  are  en- 
tirely supported  by  these  works,  I  am  fully  aware  that 
the  autiior  will  not  propose  any  iUiberal  restrictions,  but 
tiiere  is  no  need  of  fortunes  being  allowed  to  pass  into 
other  hands  without  a  share  coming  to  those  who  best 
deserve  them. 

"  With  regard  to  my  going  to  London,  I  think  I  shall 
leave  this  about  Wednesday,  Sth.  It  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  wait  upon  you  at  Abboteford.  I  was  anxious 
that  Mrs.  Constable  should  accompany  me  to  London,  hut 
the  journey  would  be  attended  with  more  fatigue  than 
she  is  quite  able  to  undertake.    She  is  to  give  me  a  Scots 
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convoy,  however,  and  will  be  witli  me  at  Abbotsford  on 
the  9th,  agreeably  to  youi  kind  invitation.  I  fear  you 
will  say  I  write  yon  too  long  letters.  I  wish  I  could 
make  them  more  concise ;  and  I  am,  etc. 

*■  Abchibald  Constable." 

Sm  Walteb  Scott  to  Mr.  Gokstable. 

"  Abxotbford,  1*1  April  1823. 

"  Bear  Constable, — I  write  chiefly  to  say  that  the 
only  day  in  which  we  are  compelled  to  be  absent  from 
home  for  a  day  (returning  at  night)  is  Wednesday,  9th ; 
and  as  you  propose  setting  out  cAtntt  that  time,  we  will 
hope  to  see  you  at  Abbotsford  ou  Thursday,  10th,  to  lie 
by  and  rest  at  least  the  next  day.  Mrs.  Constable,  I  tmst, 
will  be  able  to  accompany  you,  and  you  may  believe  will 
find  a  cordial  welcome  at  Abbotsford. 

"  What  you  say  about  theatrical  matters  seems  ex- 
tremely reasonable  in  one  sense,  but  there  are  such  great 
objections  to  interfering  with  these  matters  as  incline  me 
at  present  to  think  differently.  We  will  talk  this  over 
with  our  goblets,  etc.,  when  yon  come  here. 

"  l^e  Curse  of  Scotland  is  a  queer  puzzle ;  I  cannot 
believe  Glenooe  is  concerned,  which,  though  a  shocking 
thing,  could  not  be  termed  a  grand  or  national  calamity. 
I  rather  think  it  had  some  relation  to  the  Union. 

"  My  pen  and  eyes  are  both  wearied,  or  I  would  send 
you  a  longer  letter,  having  much  to  say, — Yours  truly, 
"  Walter  Scott. 

"  I  roup  six  parks  on  18th ;  there  is  importance  for 
you  I" 
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While  in  London  my  father  received  Beveral  conunoni- 
eationa  firom  Sir  Walter,  from  which  I  make  the  following 
quotation : — 

■■  EDraxuMH,  !M1A  May  1823. 

"Mt  deab  Constable, — I  received  your  kind  letter, 
and  trust  you  have  eince  had  mine,  oppressing  you  with 
all  sorts  of  commissions,  to  which  I  need  not  refer,  except- 
ing in  BO  far  as  it  was  incomplete,  from  my  not  lecoUect- 
ing  one  or  two  books  to  add  to  my  list  I  think  I  men- 
tioned the  King  of  France's  Escape,  in  French.  Also,  I 
see  advertised  true  '  Ghost  Stories,' — a  catchpenny,  I  dare- 
say. I  wonder  if  it  he  possible  to  pick  up  among  the  rub- 
bish of  circulating  libraries  '  Edwin  and  Anna,'  a  North- 
nmbnan  tale,  in  two  volumes.  As  I  remember,  for  it  is 
many  years  since  I  saw  it,  it  contains  some  singular  parti- 
cvdars  about  incidents  and  families  in  the  east  Bolder, 
about  mxty  or  seventy  years  ago.  Teny  is  not  unlikely 
to  grub  up  this,  as  he  has  done  other  recondite  works.  I 
will  hope  to  hear  from  you  when  you  and  he  have  talked 
over  my  very  important  commissions. 

"  I  have  a  veiy  polite  letter  from  Mr.  Petizon,'  who 
meant  his  matters  quite  right,  bat  does  not,  I  suppose, 
understand  the  value  of  certain  volumes.  Of  course  the 
thing  is  to  be  taken  as  it  was  meant,  kindly  and  civiUy. 
I  wiU  not  taste  the  stuff,  which  I  believe  is  capital,  until 
you  come  back  to  do  me  reason  in  a  bumper.  I  have 
foolishly  forgot  the  name  of  his  correspondente,  but  Messrs. 
Hurst  and  Kobiuson  will  know  them,  and  have  the  good- 
ness to  forward  the  enclosed. 

*  Sir  Walter  ben  rafer*  to  >  imall  oaM  of  ah«np«gtke,  tent  in  ax- 
duaga  for  >  (ot  of  the  Warerley  NoveU. 
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"  I  have  got  Walter  home  as  large  as  life.  Poor  fellow  1 
he  haa  got  the  influeDza,  vith  some  fever,  but  I  hope  inll 
be  soon  well  I  hope  to  see  him  and  Charles  united  to 
my  family,  and  with  Lockhart  and  Walter  the  Less,  who 
will  be  down  at  the  same  time,  my  board  will  make  a  very 
patriarchal  appearance.  1  hope  to  see  you  there  before 
all  my  flock  are  dispersed  again.  I  have  some  reason  to 
be  proud  as  a  father  of  their  appearance  and  disposition. 
Pray  write  soon,  and  let  me  hear  all  the  news.  I  have 
none  to  send  you  from  this,  saving  that  voL  i.  is  pushing 
on  at  a  handsome  rate,  and  our  fat  friend  pressing  and 
puffing  in  no  small  style. 

"  My  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Constable. — Believe  me, 
always  most  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott. 

"  On  Saturday  Slst,  please  God  Walter  be  well,  I  shall 
take  a  peep  at  Abbotsford  to  prepare  barracks  for  my 
troops." 

"CAHTLa  Strut,  Jum  18,  1823. 

"  My  dear  Constable, — Tour  valuable  present  of  rare 
tracts  reached  me  safe,  and  forms  a  most  curious  and  im- 
portant addition  to  the  Jacobite  and  religious  coUection, 
not  forgetting  those  of  Diahlerie.  What  are  your  motions 
to  be  ?  Do  you  remain  in  the  south  a  month  or  two,  or 
come  down  immediately?  If  after  the  12th,  I  hope  you 
will  make  a  stage  at  Abbotsford,  now  that  Mrs.  Constable 
has  learnt  the  way  there.  I  wish  you  could  have  dined  in 
Castle  Street,  4th  Jnly,  with  Committee  of  Bannatynians. 
We  shall  have  haggis  and  whisky,  and  claret  in  the  silver 
stoup, — more  majontm.     What  a  pity  old  Greysteel  is 
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uadei  the  sod  1    We  ehall  mias  onr  fat  Mend  too,  who  I 
believe  goes  to  Harrogate  next  week. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  find  our  friend  Q.  D.  is  somewhat  ^TWi- 
^,  which  I  did  not  expect  If  on  consideration  it  is 
thought  necessary  to  have  greater  intermissioa  betwixt 
these  affairs,  which  I  think  may  he  the  result,  ve  most 
keep  the  mill  going  with  something  else.^  I  have  to  tell 
yoo,  on  Ifldy  Scotf  s  part,  that  there  will  be  clamours  about 
the  bed  you  undertook  to  look  out  for.  I  mentioned  a  few 
books  which  I  wanted  from  London.  Modem  publications 
are  little  worth,  but  which  we  must  have  to  keep  up  stock. 

^  "Very  ifaortly  before  the  bookseller  left  Edlubargfa  he  hkd  oon- 
oladed  another  bargun  (hii  iMt  ot  the  aort)  for  the  piirch«M  of 
WsTerlcy  oopyrighti — aoqairing  the  author'*  property  in  The  Pirate, 
Nigel,  Perehl,  and  alao  Qaentin  Dnrward,  out  and  out,  at  the  price  of 
fire  thunaand  gnineaa.  He  had  thoa  paid  for  the  copyright  of  novel* 
(over  and  above  the  half  profiti  of  the  early  aeparate  edition*)  the  enin 
of  £22,600  ;  and  hi*  advaneee  opon  *  work*  of  Sction '  *till  in  embryo, 
amonntad  at  this  moment  to  £10,000  more.  He  began,  in  ihort,  and 
the  wonder  ia  that  he  began  lo  late,  to  inipect  that  the  proceee  of 
ereattou  waa  moving  too  r^dly.  The  pablicatioD  of  different  *et»  of 
the  novel*  in  a  ooUective  fonn  may  probably  have  bad  a  aham  in  open- 
ing hii  eyea  to  the  fact,  that  the  rolamiDonmeaa  of  an  author  is  any- 
thing but  favourable  to  the  rapid  diffouon  of  hia  works  a*  library 
book* — tite  great  objeot  with  any  pnblither  wbo  atpirea  at  founding  a 
■olid  fortnoe.  But  he  merely  intimated  on  thia  occaaion  that  he  thonght 
tlia  pecnniary  tranaactiona  between  Scott  and  himeelf  hail  gone  to  anch 
an  extent,  that,  conaidering  the  umal  chance*  of  life  and  health,  he 
miut  decline  oontracting  for  any  more  oovela  until  thoae  already  bar- 
gained for  ahonid  have  been  written. 

"  Scott  himeelf  appeara  to  have  admitted  for  a  moment  the  enepicion 
that  he  had  been  overdoing  in  the  field  of  romance ;  and  opened  to 
Conatable  the  aoheroe  of  a  work  on  Popnlar  Snpentitiona,  in  the  form 
of  dialogue,  for  which  he  had  long  poaaeaaed  ample  materiala  in  hia 
tliorongh  maateiy  of  perha^  the  moat  cnrioni  library  of  cUabltrie  that 
enr  nan  oollected."— See  Ijle,  voL  v.  p.  279. 
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I  Till  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  at  your  leiauie.  If  you 
come  down  in  July  we  shall  be  at  Abbotaford,  and  in  po3- 
seseioD  of  our  new  bouse.  I  send  this  under  cover  to 
Terry,  and  am  always  most  truly  yours, 

"  Waltee  Scott." 

The  offer  by  my  &ther  of  £500  for  the  copyright  of  a 
work  on  Popular  Supentitioiu  had  not  been  satisfoctoi?, 
and  I  extract  the  following  passage  with  reference  to  it 
firom  a  letter  of  Mr.  Cadell's,  dated  May  13,  1823  :— "Sir 
Walter  has  jnst  been  here  in  great  glee.  He  has  began 
the  Kew — it  is  a  Scotch  story.  I  have  just  seen  Ballantynei 
I  fear  the  Bogles  are  dormant  in  the  meantima  When 
Ballantyne  last  saw  him  he  said, '  Well,  James,  I  have 
copy  ready  for  you.'  B.  said, '  Is  it  the  BogUt,  Sir  Walter, 
or  a  new  work  ?*  '  No,  no,'  replied  Sir  Walter, '  it  is  not 
the  Bogles ;  I  got  no  encouragement,  the  offer  was  inade- 
quate,— hoot,  man,  it's  no'  (Ae  Bogles'" 

Mr.  Cadell's  letter  of  May  19th  tells  us — "I  do  not 
think  Sir  Walter  will  be  easily  tamed  aside  from  writing 
these  books.  I  had  a  long  crack  with  him  on  Thursday 
last.  Among  other  things,  he  said  they  were  no  trouble 
to  him,  from  systematic  labour.  I  hinted  at  the  Bogles.  He 
said  he  would  take  it  up  some  day.  I  said, '  Sir  Walter, 
perhaps  we  did  not  offer  you  so  much  as  it  might  be  worth; 
the  best  way  may  be  to  try  2000  or  3000  copies,  and  see 
what  our  friends  the  public  say.'  He  anawared, '  I  dare 
say  we  will  just  do  that  some  day ;  but  I  find  no  such 
profitable  way  of  employing  my  time  as  the  present 
trade.'" 

On  the  16th  May  1823  Quentin  Durward  reached  ths 
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metropolis,  and  early  in  the  forenoon  of  the  17tb  the 
London  bookselleis  had  bU  received  their  full  supply.  So 
writes  my  father  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  a  week 
later,  on  the  2M  inst,  he  adds : — "  There  are  1600  copies 
left  this  morning,  and  few  second  orders  have  yet  come  in. 
People  in  the  country  hardly  believe  that  another  work 
can  he  so  soon  after  Peveril;  they  have  upwards  of  1100 
Feveril  still  on  band,  consequently  1000  must  still  go  off 
to  make  the  sale  of  both  equal  with  H.  R  and  Co.  There 
ia  no  satisfying  the  public,  and  in  the  midst  of  waah 
applause  of  Quentin  I  sometimes  bear  murmnrs  about  its 
coming  too  quick  for  the  pocket  There  is  unparalleled 
genius  in  the  works  of  the  Author  of  "Waverley, — but 
novelty  has  helped  their  sale." 

On  Uie  1 2th  June  I  find  Mr.  Cadell  quoting  as  follows 
to  Mr.  James  Ballantyne  from  a  letter  of  Hnrst  and  Co. : 
— "  We  r^ret  to  say  that  we  have  no  orders  for  Q.  D. 
Be  the  cause  what  it  may,  I  assure  you  this  is  the  fact. 
Our  sale  is  deficient  1000  copies,  and  yet  the  book  is  more 
admired  than  any  oue  since  Ivanhoe.  I  think  it  proper 
to  place  this  before  you,  that  you  may  state  it  in  your  own 
way  in  the  proper  quarter.  But,  under  these  circum- 
stances, I  would  honestly,  as  a  prudent  man  of  business, 
say  that  we  ought  to  delay  making  a  new  bargain  till  we 
tty  our  good  Mends  the  public  with  die  book  now  in  pro- 
gress, and  perhaps  another.  We  may  gorge  the  public 
Bank  of  England  notes  &lt  in  value  by  an  over-issue ;  and 
with  four  works  contracted  for,  which  will  in  time  make 
another  £5000  series,  perhaps  there  is  enough  in  the 
meantime,  not  to  create  repletion. 
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"  Oni  best  and  anxious  exertioDe  sluill  not  be  vantdDg 
to  fill  up  the  bole  this  may  make  in  your  July  arrange- 
mentB,  and  this  we  sball  easily  arrange — pray  state  this 
to  Sir  Walter ;  but  it  'would  be  unfair  towards  bim  not  to 
state  frankly  the  set  of  the  current," 

Coincidence  of  opinion  as  to  increase  of  the  interval 
between  the  appearance  of  auccessive  novels,  and  further 
consideration  of  the  subject,  had  led  Mr.  Cadell  to  adopt 
his  partner's  views,  and  on  the  12th  and  I3th  Jane  I  find 
him  writing  to  my  father  as  follows : — 

"  I  am  at  present  going  into  the  July  matters  with 
James  Ballantyne,  as  he  is  compelled  on  account  of  health 
to  go  to  Harrogate.  I  expect  before  closing  this  to  have 
something  more  to  say  about  them ;  and  if  I  succeed  in 
my  plans  I  think  you  will  commend  what  I  am  doing.  I 
am  most  cordially  seconded  by  James  B.  .  .  , 

"  About  ten  days  ago  James  Ballantyne  hinted  at  a  new 
bargain  to  help  their  July  payments.  I  was  annoyed  at 
it,  but  said  little ;  but  on  Wednesday  last,  when  he  told 
me  he  was  going  south  in  a  few  days,  and  that  he  was 
going  to  arrange  July  and  take  in  a  new  bargain,  I  tbon^t 
it  proper  to  have  a  serious  conversation  on  the  point.  I 
was  well  backed  in  this  by  your  letter,  Robinson's,  and  a 
letter  of  Chamley's,  which  I  enclose ;  these  I  went  for 
and  read  to  Ballantyne.  He  was  forcibly  strack  with 
them  all,  and  we  cordially  agreed  to  table  the  matter  to 
the  author,  and  he  assured  me,  if  clearly  done,  it  would 
have  the  best  possible  effect  I  consequently  wrote  the 
letter  yesterday  morning,  of  which  you  have  a  copy  with 
thia     Chamley's  letter  I  aent ;  bat  it  may  be  right  to 


byGoogle 


LONGER  INTER  VA  L3  PROFOSED.  S6» 

remark  here  that  Chamley  complaina  without  cause, — 
apparent  at  any  rate  to  me,  and  this  I  told  him.  He  has 
got  twenty-five  of  each  of  the  three  laet,  and  on  the  same 
sheet  on  which  he  compkins  of  Quentin  he  orders  one 
more ;  bnt  you  will  see  that  I  did  not  allude  to  this  to 
James  Ballantyne :  Chamley'a  was  too  good  a  letter  for 
my  purpose,  and  it  ha»  done  the  deed.  I  have  much  plea- 
sure in  saying  that  I  have  carried  my  purpose.  BallaD- 
tyne  has  just  called  in  passing,  and  put  into  my  hands 
Sip  Walter's  answer,  of  which  what  follows  is  a  copy 
veifoatim: — 

"'Deae  James, — I  am  going  out  of  town  at  three 
o'clock,  and  do  not  return  till  Monday  or  Tuesday.  I  will 
call  at  the  office  and  talk  over  these  letters,  which  neither 
Buiprise  nor  dismay  me. 

"  The  tDooM  who  only  tnuhi  to  one  poor  hole, 
C&n  never  be  •  mouie  of  anj  loul.' 

" '  I  will  carry  the  proof  with  me,  and  return  it  by  post 
from  Fifft — Yours,  W.  Scott. 

" '  Castlk  Stkkit,  2  o'clock,  Thvriday.' 

"  Ballantyne  thinks  the  matter  has  got  a  quietus,  and 
be  and  I  were  agreed,  before  mooting  the  matter,  that  now 
was  the  time.  An  excellent  book,  but  still  the  public  not 
well  pleased.  If  it  had  been  done  on  the  heels  of  a  bad 
book,  BaUantyne  thinks  he  would  have  said, '  Kever  fear, 
the  next  shall  be  better ; '  but  from  his  general  conversa- 
tion Ballantyne  was  confident  he  would  take  it  well  Bal- 
lantyne's  int^^st  in  the  matter  is  as  great  as  ours — to  get 
off  from  advancii^  money — the  more  when  four-  bargains 
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still  exist,  it  will  be  moat  important  for  na  to  get  oflf 
advances  and  get  out  our  bai^aius.  I  saw  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost,  and  I  therefore  exhibited  the  whole  afiaix 
promptly  aad  strongly.  You  will  see  I  alluded  to  your 
and  Joseph  Ogle  Gobinson's  letter  received  yesterday, 
for  the  sake  of  effect  and  kilting  the  nail  home.  I  have 
had  some  anxiety  since  yesterday  on  thia  score,  and  feel 
great  relief  at  the  result,  in  which  I  daresay  you  will 
participate.  .  .  . 

"  In  case  you  should  think  Six  Walter's  moose  rhyme 
alludes  to  changing  his  hole,  rely  ou  it  there  is  no  fear  of 
that.     Ballantyne  thinks  he  has  taken  my  letter  toell." 

On  the   17th  June  Mr.  Cadell  recurs  to  the  subject 

"  I  have  just  had  a  long  conversation  with  Ballan- 
tyne, with  whom  Sir  Walter  was  for  some  hours  this 
forenoon.  He  returned  from  the  country  yesterday,  K 
says  that  Sir  Walter  was  very  serions  on  the  subject  of 
my  letter  of  the  12th,  and  said, '  This  does  surprise  me, 
only  by  Quentin  being  so  much  admired ;  if  it  had  been  a 
bad  book  I  would  not  have  cared,  but  we  must  think 
what  is  to  be  done.  We  cannot  wipe  any  sum  off  July,  as 
I  calculated  on ;  that  is  no  matter,  but  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  public?  I  shall  call  on  Cadell  and  convetse 
with  him  on  the  subject' 

"  The  foregoing  was  the  substance  of  what  he  said,  so 
that  there  will,  I  trust,  be  no  proposition  for  a  new  bar- 
gain for  some  time  to  come,  if  at  all ;  at  any  rate  till  those 
contracted  for  are  written.  I  expect  a  call  from  Sir 
Walter  to-morrow,  or  some  of  these  days.     I  shall  do 
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□othing  more  to  damp  biiu ;  enough  is  attained  in  the 
meantime,  but  I  ahall  not  wait  for  Ma  asking  my  advice. 
I  shall  state  to  him  with  candoar  that  he  must  not  stop 
with  that  now  in  hand.  He  must  not  allow  himself  to  be 
beaten,  or  appear  to  be  beaten.  He  calculated  on  it  being 
ready  in  August.  I  shall  counsel  to  go  on  and  finish  it 
by  October  (voL  i.  is  ahnost  done),  but  if  he  could  at  the 
same  time  do  the  book  on  Bogles,  let  them  be  printed  at 
the  same  time,  and  come  out  as  soon  after  as  he  chose,  ot 
at  the  same  time  As  he  can  do  more  than  the  novel,  he 
may  as  well  do  this.  I  shall  further  say  to  him, '  Go  on, 
Sir  Walter,  with  a  novel,  so  soon  as  that  now  in  hand  is 
done ;  but  perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to  calculate  on  its 
employing  you  say  for  six  months.  You  can  in  the 
vacant  space  perhaps  give  your  time  to  the  History  of 
Scotland,  which  will  give  you  no  trouble.  The  Author  of 
Waverley  will  not  appear  therefore  to  have  stopped  writ- 
ing, but  bring  out  his  books  more  leisurely,  and  diversify 
the  scene  with  something  new.'  This,  of  course,  you  may 
suppose  I  shall  state  as  respectfully  as  it  is  practicable ; 
but  after  conversing  with  Ballantyne  most  fully  I  have 
resolved  on  a  tone  such  as  this — and  one  reason  is  this, 
he  is  damped  at  the  idea  of  no  resources  coming  in ;  now 
tJu  Bogles  will  in  time  bring  resources,  and  so  wiU  the 
History,  and  largely  too.  At  the  same  time,  our  own 
interest  will  be  kept  in  view  in  vmting  ap  his  bai^;ains, 
which  it  is  important  not  to  let  &11  asleep 

"  One  thing  is  attained — the  author  is  convinced  that 
it  is  prudent  to  have  no  more  contracts  in  the  meantime ; 
but  he  most  not  be  too  much  damped,  and  when  I  come 
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npoD  the  subject  with  him  I  shall  take  care  not  to  say  too 
much  in  thtU  tone." 

Id  mj  father's  letter  from  London  of  the  same  date,  I 
find  : — "  I  had  yoor  long  letter  dated  12th  and  13th,  yes- 
terday. Your  communication  with  Mr.  BaUantyne  re- 
spectii^  a  fifth  work  ftom  the  Author  of  Waverley  was  in 
all  respects  proper ;  and  I  eineerely  hope,  for  the  sake  of 
all  concerned,  that  any  further  proposition  will  be  allowed 
to  rest  a  whila  I  have  much  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
our  interest  in  these  important  matters,  which  I  need 
not  attempt  to  detail  in  this  letter." 

On  Jane  18th  Mr.  Gadell  writes: — "  .  .  .  James  Bal- 
lantyne,  who  has  been  with  Sir  Walter  for  some  houts, 
haa  just  called,  and  reports  that  the  Baronet  is  quite  satis- 
fied with  the  cootae  I  have  pursued, '  only/  said  he,  '  he 
must  manage  your  July  matters  for  you.'  I  am  there- 
fore, at  Six  Walter's  request,  to  take  in  charge  James 
Ballantyne  and  Co-'a  matters  till  the  Harn^te  trip  is 
over,  and  I  think  I  shall  call  on  Sir  Walter  to-day  or 
to-morrow  if  he  does  not  call  here.  James  repeated  his 
and  my  conversation  yesterday,  and  on  saying,  '  Mr. 
Cadell  is  <iuite  decided,'  he  observed  Sir  Walter  knit  his 
brows  and  look  as  if  displeased,  supposing  perhaps  that 
somethii^  dis^reeable  was  coming.  Balluityne  went  on, 
'  Mr.  Cadell  is  quite  decided  as  to  yonr  not  stopping  with 
the  book  now  in  progress ;  but  in  place  of  finishing  it 
in  August,  finish  it  in  October.'  llie  Baronet's  face 
brightened  up  instantly,  and  he  said,  *  That  is  exactly  my 
own  conclusion ;  I  shall  write  three  sheets  a  week,  which 
is  mere  anmsement  to  me,  but  between  this  and  October 
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I  Bball  think  of  somethmg  elsa'  He  said  afterwards, '  I 
will  not  stop  the  novels ;  I  may  take  them  more  leiHUi«Iy, 
but  we  must  have  somethii^  else  to  make  up  the  blank.' 
Thns  the  matter  rests.  I  have  given  you  the  whole  affair 
almost  verbatim.  Ballantyne  is,  you  know,  a  Kttle  thea- 
trical in  his  conversation  ;  what  is  on  the  other  side  is  as 
nearly  his  words  as  I  can  recollect.  He  left  me  with  the 
expression,  '  Sir  Walter  is  quite  pleased.' " 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Lstten  from  m;  father  ngarding  pecunUr;  mitten— Sir  Walter's  reply— 
Hosrs ,  ConstaUe  and  Co.  to  Sir  Walter  Soott— FoatponemsBt  of  vjot  to 
Abbotiford— Letter  from  Sir  W»lter  Soott  on  flnaneiaJ  mattera,  with  my 
fatber*!  leplf— Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Hesara.  CoDstable  and  Co.,  vith  Uielr 
Teply— Sir  Walter  Scott  to  my  father— Statement  o[  billi  and  couii1«r- 


CoNCOBRENTLT  with  the  consideration  of  Sir  Walter's 
literary  engagements,  and  in  direct  connexion  with  these, 
his  publishers  had  been  laying  to  heart,  even  men 
seriously  than  usual,  their  pecuniary  involyements,  espe- 
cially with  James  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  and  on  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  account. 

On  the  8th  of  August  1823  my  father  wrote  to  Sir 
Walter  Scott  irom  Hatton,  near  Edinburgh,  whither  he 
had  removed  with  his  family  for  the  summer  months  : — 
"  Moxt  Private. 

"  Deab  SiE  Walter, — I  am  remainir^  here  for  a  few 
days  in  quiet,  thinking  over  many  things  of  importance. 
14'ow  that  the  state  of  my  health  enables  me  to  look  a  litUe 
more  into  matters  of  business  than  has  unfortunately 
been  the  case  for  some  years,  nothing  ought  to  have  a 
greater  share  of  my  attention,  or  is,  indeed,  so  well  en- 
titled to  it,  as  the  undertakings  in  which  it  has  been  mj 
fortune  to  embark  with  you.     It  has  always  afforded  me 
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the  moat  peculiar  pleasure  to  find  the  results  so  mutually 
satifi&ctory,  aud  it  will  be  the  piide  and  best  exertion  of 
my  future  life  to  preserve  them  so.  On  looking  into  the 
state  of  the  dealings  of  my  house,  however,  with  that  of 
our  friends  Jamea  BaUantyne  and  Co.,  I  cannot  help  re- 
matkjng  Uiat  they  might  be  placed  on  a  more  manageably 
and  less  ezpensiTe  footing,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
money  transactions,  of  the  magnitude  of  which  X  have 
only  just  now  become  folly  aware.  I  have  difTeient  plans 
in  view,  by  which  I  tiiink  this  might  be  effected  to  the 
safety  and  satds&ctoon  of  ^11  concerned,  but  find  it  imr 
possible  to  go  more  fully  into  the  thii^  in  this  letter,  and 
only  make  the  present  personal  private  and  confidential 
communication  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  these  important 
points  to  soma  farther  discussion  (at  all  events)  between 
yourself  and  me. 

"  I  need  not  say  that  I  am  sure  you  will  not  miscon- 
ceive the  motiya  whicli  has  induced  this  letter,  and  you 
will,  I  hope,  grant  me  the  fovoiir  I  now  request,  which  ia, 
that  you  take  an  early  opportunity  of  requiring  A.  Con- 
stable and  Co.  to  fomish  you  with  your  own  account- 
current,  also  that  with  James  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  that 
you  may  have  before  you,  in  one  view,  a  full  statement  of 
the  transactions  they  contain.  I  am  prompted  to  this 
firom  reasons  which  apply  to  the  interests  of  all  concerned, 
and  from  no  other. 

"  If  yon  favoox  me  with  a  reply  to  this  letter,  which  is 
altogether  between  ourselves,  I  would  request  it  to  be  ad- 
dressed as  above,  and  I  am,  etc,  A.  C." 

Again,  on  the  17th  inst,  he  writes  :  — 
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"  Bdikburoh,  nth  Aug.  1SS3. 

"  Dear  Sir  "Walter, — Being  anxious  to  have  some  con- 
veraation  with  you  on  certain  points  of  business,  particu- 
larly the  present  state  of  our  mutual  money  transactions, 
— the  amount  of  which  falling  due  this  year  appears  to  me 
so  considerable  that  I  think  it  would  be  prndeot  to  take 
early  measures  for  putting  them  on  a  more  manageable  foot- 
ing,— it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  wait  upon  yon 
at  Abbotaford  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  next,  if  either 
should  suit  your  engt^ments.  I  mention  those  days  as 
the  most  convenient  to  myself,  but  I  will  be  at  your  com- 
mand on  any  other. 

"  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  my  motive  in 
writing  the  present  letter,  and  proposing  troubling  you  so 
soon  again  at  Abbotsford,  arises  entirely  firom  a  wish  to 
dischaige  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  ability  the  duty 
which  I  owe  you  in  matters  so  important  to  the  comfort 
and  welfare  of  us  all  Ferhaps  yoa  will  do  me  the  favour 
to  write  two  lines  in  course,  and  I  am,  etc,  A.  C." 

To  this  letter  Sir  Walter  Scott  replied  as  follows  : — 

"  My  dear  Sib, — I  will  be  happy  to  communicate  with 
you  on  the  subject  you  mention,  so  important  to  ns  aU. 
I  have  a  complete  state  of  these  affairs,  made  up  at  Whit- 
sunday, and  have  knowledge  also  of  what  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  reduction  in  addition  since  that  time.  I 
am  therefore  quite  prepared  to  receive  your  opinion  and 
the  advice  your  experience  may  enable  you  to  afford. 
Had  matters  continued  in  their  usual  train,  the  reduction 
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wonld  have  been  greater ;  as  yoa  see,  it  is  very  coDsidei- 
able.  1  will  be  glad  either  to  hear  from  or  to  see  you  on 
these  anbjects,  and  am  always  very  tmly  yours, 

"  Waltee  Scoit." 

On  the  18th  August  my  lather  made  the  following 
intimation  to  Mr.  Cadell : — "  I  have  written  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott  of  my  intended  visit  to  Abbotsford,  and  enclose  copy 
of  the  letter,  which  be  so  good  as  order  into  the  quarto 
letter-book.  My  wish  is  to  lay  a  full  view  of  all  the  pros 
and  cow  and  engagements  of  every  description  before  Sir 
"Walter,  and  I  shall  show  you  to-morrow  what  I  propose. 
It  is  made  up  as  at  lat  Ai^st,  date  of  the  last  document 
you  gave  ma  I  wish  you  would  make  up  the  state  which 
yon  proposed  laying  before  bim — that  both  may  be  con- 
sidered." 

Messes.  Constable  and  Co.  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"  19lA  J<WM(  1S28. 

"  With  reference  to  our  Mr.  Constable's  letter  to  you 
of  Uie  17th,  perhaps  we  may  as  well  place  before  you 
distinctly  what  was  then  adverted  to. 

"  It  is  now  some  months  since  we  placed  before  Mr. 
Ballantyne  the  state  of  the  bills  current  betwixt  his  and 
this  firm  without  value,  and  expressed  then  the  propriety 
of  abatii^  the  amount  as  far  as  possible ;  we  are  the  more 
especially  struck  with  this  at  present,  from  the  chances  of 
ill-health  or  otherwise  overtaking  our  friend  at  Paul's 
Work,  or  of  anything  coming  in  the  way  of  these  opera- 
tions being  mioothly  conducted,  and  we  have  no  doubt 


byGoogle 


278  SIS  WAITBK  SCOTT. 

yon  will  consider  it  prudent  in  tie  to  etate  ont  views  on 
the  subject 

"  The  current  bills  of  the  n&tore  alluded  to  amount  just 
now  to  about  £20,000.  With  the  kindest  wishes  that  men 
can  have  to  do  eveiything  for  you  that  it  ia  in  their  power 
to  do,  we  b^  reepectfully  to  state  that,  if  at  all  pos- 
sibK  during  the  next  six  months  a  considerable  reduction 
should  take  place  in  this  amount ;  it  is  too  large  to  go 
round  with  comfort ;  it  is  attended  with  risks  and  anuoy- 
ancos,  and  ia  expensive. 

"  "We  have  not  a  doubt  that  yon  will  agree  with  us  in 
all  this ;  to  reduce  the  amount  would  enhance  the  name 
and  respectability  of  all  the  parties. 

"  Perhaps  it  may  be  well  to  give  you  a  view  *  of  what 
are  current  at  Ist  September,  which  we  now  do  on  the 
other  side.    August  is  provided  for,  and  we  shall  tiierefore 

>  Tha  view  kUnded  to  u  M  followi  :— 
1S23. 

SunudueinSeptt. £3,148  14  0 

Octr. 4,537  17  4 

Not 6,364  17  1« 

Dear 6,34S  10  0 

1824. 

Soini  dne  in  Jatiy,     .  2,194  14  0 

Feb. 840    0  0 

£C1,43S  13     2 

Angt 2,011   12    0 

3,000     0     0 

£27,347    S    2 
£21,435  13    2 
8,000    0    0        JniMi,  Bepi,  Deer.  1824. 
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start  at  lat  September,  the  amount  at  which  dabe  appears 
to  be  £21,435,  15s.  Sd.  We  shall  suppose  there  is  a  part 
of  this  sum  unused  by  Mr.  Ballautyno,  say  £1435,  ISs.  2d., 
leaTiDg  a  floating  sum  in  the  hands  of  the  banks  of 
£20,000. 

"  Tnm  what  the  writer  of  this  knows  of  Mr.  Ballantyne's 
matters,  there  will  be  a  reductioii  up  to  Ist  October  of  say 
£1600,  there  being  very  UtUe  to  do  in  September,  but  at 
l8t  October  the  current  sum  will  be  £18,500  ot  thereby. 

"  If  by  persevering  reduction  this  sum  could  be  brought 
down  to  £8000  or  £10,000,  everyUiing  would  move  com- 
fortably and  easily ;  but  it  must  be  apparent  to  your  own 
excellent  understanding  that  the  sums  in  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December  are  very  lai^.  Tlie  work  now  in 
progress  would  assist  very  considerably,  and  we  would 
suggest  that,  if  in  your  power,  it  should  appear  euly  in 
November ;  if  its  successor  were  to  appear  in  February  or 
March  a  farther  sum  will  come  in,  and  we  might  say  that 
in  December  or  January  a  new  contract  might  come  into 
play,  and  with  these  operations  the  whole  thing  exhibit  a 
more  moderate  appearance. 

'  Such,  Sir  Walter,  are  the  views  we  have  taken  of  these 
matters.  We  have  stated  them  broadly  to  you ;  we  have 
thoi^ht  it  pmde&t  to  do  so.  Till  October  there  is  nothing 
to  give  you  or  us  any  uneasiness,  but  after  that  the  sums 
are  large  and  numerous,  &nd  will  require  prudence  and 
foresight  in  the  man^ment— We  ttre,  etc., 

"  A.  C.  AMD  Co." 

A  day  ha%'ing  been  fixed  for  a  meeting  at  Abboteford, 
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my  father  found  it  neceasary  to  poatpone  it  in  cocseqaence 
of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Constahle,  and  on  the  20th  August 
he  writes : — 

"Dear  Sik  Walter, — I  am  sony  that  sickness  in  my 
&mily  will  prevent  my  leaving  home  as  I  proposed,  and  I 
cannot  therefore  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upoa  yon 
at  Ahbotsford  to-morrow,  hut  I  can  conunimicate  further 
with  you  ou  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  the  1 7th,  and  talk 
over  the  subject  as  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  when  we 
next  meet 

"  Mrs,  Constable  was  rather  seriously  ill  last  week — 
got  better,  and  has  been  indisposed  again  since  Sunday. 
— I  am,  eta,  A.  C. 

"P.S. — T  have  sent  twenty-six  additional  tracts  on 
Witchcraft  per  coach.  The  interleaved  copy  of  Shake- 
speare will  be  forwarded  this  week." 

Sir  Walter  rqilied  as  follows  : — 

"  Abboibtobd,  21j(  Aiigatt  1833. 
"  Dear  Sib, — I  am  very  sony  at  the  disappointment  of 
to-day,  still  more  at  the  cause.  I  hope  Mrs.  Constable's 
healUi  will  be  soon  re-established.  There  is  much  may 
be  better  said  than  written  upon  oor  matters ;  not  that 
tiie  essential  part  cannot  be  as  well  expressed  on  paper, 
but  a  personal  interview  between  fiiends  leads  them  more 
perfectly  to  understand  the  tone  of  feeling  on  which  the 
resolution  rests.  The  fiiBt  question  I  should  candidly 
have  asked  yon  was,  whether  the  cause  of  your  present 
correspondence  arose  merely  out  of  the  extent  of  those 
pecuniary  transactdoiis  which  I  am  as  desirous  as  you  to 
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abridge,  or  wliether  the  deficiency  of  the  sale  of  QueotiD 
Dnrward  has  diminished  your  general  confidence  in  this 
sort  of  literatnie,  and  inclined  you  to  restrict  on  all  points 
OUT  hitherto  very  extensive  concerns?  Do  not  suppose 
me  selfish  enough  to  be  vexed  or  angry  if  the  latter  should 
be  the  case ;  and  pray  be  candid  and  speak  it  out  at  once. 
I  cannot  expect,  and  do  nob  wish,  you  to  bestow  the 
capital  your  skill  and  industry  have  acquired  upon  that 
which  does  not  promise  profit ;  nor  do  I  think  that,  be- 
cause onr  formei  intercourse  has  been  lucrative,  I  have 
acquired,  or  would  wish  to  exercise,  any  right  to  put  my 
hand  into  your  pocket  deeper  than  you  desire.  You  ob- 
serve that  veiy  diiferent  arrangements  must  be  thought 
upon  in  these  two  difierent  cases.  I  will  not  deny  that  I 
sincerely  wish  that  your  letters  may  bear  the /w/i  meaning 
of  your  present  correspondence ;  because,  though  I  should 
not  be  surprised,  yet  I  should  be  sorry  that  there  was  a 
deeper  cause  larked  in  your  mind  than  that  which  you 
hare  assigned. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  accommodations — supposing 
that  tbe  only  subject  of  discussion  between  ua — I  would 
have  shown  you  my  own  calculations  for  reducing  them, 
the  operations  of  which  have  been  only  postponed  by  the 
delay  of  publishing  this  new  affair — a  delay  which  shall 
cease  immediately,  as  I  have  finished  Mr.  Kapier's  article, 
which  proved  a  tougher  piece  of  work  than  I  expected.' 

"  When  that  aSair  is  published,  say  in  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber, I  will  have  £4000  of  bills  instantly,  and  if  you  incline 
to  contract  for  another  work  as  hitherto,  I  shall  have  be- 
*  Tbe  EH»y  ou  "BomMiM." 
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tween  £7000  and  £8000.  Out  of  this  Boin  I  have  no 
oocasion  whatever  for  more  than  about  £1300,  which  1 
wish  to  pay  an  old  debt  with ;  but  even  this  ie  not  press- 
ing. The  application  of  £6600  of  these  receipts  to  the 
floating  balance  would  bring  down  the  accommodations  to 
£13,000,  and  I  cocdd  easily  reduce  it  within  the  space  <^ 
the  next  three  months  to  £6000  or  £10,000,  the  sum 
mentioned  in  your  letter.  You  mentioned  to  me  that  an 
accommodation  of  £5000  could  be  had,  and  such  might  be 
used,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  torn  into  cash  the  long-dated 
bills  which  I  mentioned,  accruing  to  me  on  the  publica- 
tion of  St  Ronan'a.  I  have  no  debts  here  of  the  least 
annoyance,  my  land  being  almost  all  paid  for.  My  house 
la  also  so  far  cleared,  as  I  have  paid  £4000  to  account,  and 
my  personal  income,  free  of  interests,  et«.,  is  amply  sufficient 
for  my  own  expenses ;  besides  which,  most  of  my  land  is 
let,  or  will  be  let,  next  'Whitsunday.  K  you  h^  hem 
here  I  should  have  had  no  reluctance  to  confide  to  you 
the  most  minute  particulars  of  my  own  affairs,  and  show 
you  that,  with  moderate  deductions  for  certain  purposes, 
I  propose  that  the  whole  produce  of  my  literary  labours 
shall  go  to  extinguish  these  accommodations,  which  have 
accumulated  far  beyond  my  wish.  If  you  think  these 
explanations  and  this  plan  of  proceeding  satisfactory,  you 
will  let  me  know.  If  the  grounds  of  the  anxiety  yon  have 
expressed  be  deeper,  I  shall  be  no  less  desirons  to  know 
them ;  and  I  entreat  you,  for  the  sake  of  all  concerned,  to 
be  explicit  on  the  subject,  and  to  rely  that  whatever  fur- 
ther courses  we  may  either  of  us  think  of  adopting,  my 
efforts  to  fulfil  all  existing  engf^ments  will  be  as  zealous 
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as  ever. — I  am,  in  haste  to  save  post,  dear  Conjstable, 
very  trnly  youra,  Waltee  Scott. 

"  I  tiionght  it  better  to  -write  tbos  explicitly  without 
delay.  It  is  patting  something  off  both  oqi  minds.  When 
Mrs.  ConstaUe's  health  will  permit,  we  will  be  happy  to 
see  you  here,  to  talk  afikirs  more  fully  over.  Ton  u« 
quite  at  liberty  to  show  this  to  Mr.  Cadell  I  should  be 
sorry  he  thought  I  vas  acting  uowisely  in  my  own  affairs 
or  in  youiB.  In  saying  I  receive  £4000, 1  count  only  on 
making  abont  £2200  or  £2300  effectual,  because  there  are 
expense  (tf  print  and  paper  to  repay  out  of  the  gross 
sum." 

Mb.  Cokstablb  to  Sm  Walter  Scott. 

"  Edidbdbob,  23d  Augwt  1823. 
"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — I  am  greatly  obliged  by  your 
kind  letter,  which  I  have  just  received,  and  in  reply  I  can 
at  once  assure  you  that  I  entertain  no  fears  of  any  kind 
on  the  subject  of  the  literary  plans  and  undertakings  in 
vrhich  my  house  is  fortunately  engaged  with  you,  and  it 
wiU  tinqnestionably  afford  myself  and  my  partner  the 
greatest  satisfoction  to  do  all  things  and  everything  within 
car  command  which  you  can  desire  in  continuing  and 
extending  the  number  of  them.  It  was  no  dread  of  feilnre 
in  these  matters,  conducted  as  they  hitherto  have  been, 
which  induced  onr  present  correspondence ;  the  motives 
were  entirely  confined  to  the  extent  of  the  money  transac- 
tions, and  the  expense  and  contingencies  unavoidably  om- 
nected  with  them,  and,  I  may  also  add,  the  great  anxiety 
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I  have  long  had  to  see  your  high  name  entirely  free  from 
the  botheration  of  mercantile  af^rs. 

"  A  aum  of  £8000  or  £10,000  conld,  I  have  no  doubt, 
be  managed  with  comfort ;  and  to  redace  the  transactions 
to  that  amount  evety  facility  in  the  power  of  this  house 
mil  be  afforded ;  indeed,  the  matter  is  equally  important 
on  both  sides,  and  I  have  do  doubt  will  be  pradently  set 
right  Had  it  been  in  my  power  to  have  left  home  yester- 
day, and  to  have  waited  on  you  at  Abbotsford,  there  were 
some  plans  connected  wiUi  our  money  transactions  which 
I  would  have  taken  the  liber^  of  lajdng  before  yoa,  and 
whenever  it  is  altogether  suitable  to  your  engagements, 
nothing  could  afford  me  more  pleasure  than  to  go  to  you 
on  the  subject ;  in  the  meantime,  I  am  folly  sensible  of 
the  kind  manner  in  which  you  received  what  has  just 
passed. — I  am,  etc..  A,  C," 

SiK  Walter  Scott  to  Messrs.  Constable  and  Ca 

"  Abboisfobd,  ZSdAugtut  1823. 
"  Gentlemen,- — I  am  duly  favoured  with  your  letter, 
and  adverting  to  the  statement  you  there  made,  I  quite 
agree  with  you  in  the  propriety  of  abridging  those  trans- 
actions which  are  founded  on  accommodation.  Witii  this 
purpose  I  have  adopted  and  maintained  a  system  of  re- 
trenchment, which  has  reduced  £6000  since  April  last,  as 
will  appear  &om  your  books.  I  propose  to  have  this  pre- 
sent work  out  of  band  by  the  end  of  October,  and  propose 
you  should  then  contract  for  another  on  the  same  terms, 
the  money  to  be  applied  to  retire  the  same  value  of  accom- 
modation-bills.    I  shall  have  at  the  same  time  the  com- 
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maud  ef  about  £4000,  loi^-dated  bills,  wbich  may  go  to 
tbe  same  purpose,  as  far  as  they  can  be  discounted,  and 
betwixt  these  two  resources  I  imagine  there  will  be  little 
difficulty  in  clearing  off  £6000  or  thereabouts  at  Martin- 
mas ;  and  such  being  the  case,  the  sum  will  be  brought 
down  to  £12,000,  and  I  have  little  doubt  of  bringing  it 
entirely  within  your  bounds  (indeed,  very  much  within 
them)  by  Whitsunday.  I  look  forward  to  this  without 
the  least  doubt  or  shadow  of  anxiety ;  only,  if  Mr.  Con- 
stable's experience  and  knowledge  of  these  matters  can 
suggest  any  mode  of  bringing  over  £4000  or  £5000  till 
Whitsunday,  it  would  save  expense  or  even  the  probability 
of  inconvenience.  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Constable  in  a  pri- 
vate letter  that  I  might  need  about  £1200  or  £1400  to 
pay  off  some  of  the  very  little  personal  debts  that  remain 
due  by  me ;  but  should  that  sum  impede  the  operation  of 
OUT  scheme  of  retrenchment  too  much,  it  must  lie  over. 

"  I  hope  we  understand  each  other  perfectly,  and  am 
in  haste.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Walteb  Scott." 

Messrs.  Constable  and  Co.  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"21lhAufput  1823. 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  were  yesterday  fevoured  with  your 
esteemed  letter  of  the  23d  inst,  and  are  happy  to  find 
that  it  is  your  deteiminatiou  to  have  the  work  (now  at 
press)  ready  in  October,  in  excellent  time  for  publication, 
which  in  important  respects  would  answer  all  purposes. 

"  The  reductions  of  the  bills  already  alluded  to  will  be 
attended  with  mutnal  advantage.     It  can  be  done  gradu- 
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ally,  and  to  suit  your  wiabee  or  atraogements,  ^nd  we 
ehall  most  leadily  agree  to  the  ccmtract  you  propose  oa 
the  completion  of  SL  Ronan's. 

"  We  shall  arrange  with  Mr.  BaUau^e  for  the  months 
that  appear  heavy,  and  in  a  way  h>  make  matters  as  l%ht 
to  him  aa  posBible.  Perhaps  October  may  be  done  much 
in  the  usual  way,  and  more  force  ean  be  applied  to  the 
following  months,  when  the  busy  season  commences,  and 
retnms  can  be  more  surely  calculated  on.  We  shall  try 
also  to  manage  at  as  long  dates  as  possible  to  avoid 
renewals. 

"  With  regard  to  the  sum  you  mention  for  a  private 
purpose,  we  hope  you  will  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  doing 
in  it  what  will  he  agreeable  to  yourself  The  sum  is  not 
worth  your  giving  yourself  any  uneasiness  about  while  we 
are  at  hand  Besides  St  Booan's  and  the  new  bai^ipi, 
Mr.  Constable  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  few  thousands  for 
a  few  months ;  but  he  would  look  forward  to  the  pleasure 
of  a  personal  communication  on  the  subject.  In  the 
meantime  our  operations  can  be  conducted  on  the  more 
ready  means. — We  remain,  etc  A.  C.  and  Co." 

Sib  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  J'ridnv,  29A  Augtut  1S23. 
"  My  dear  Constable, — I  received  your  letter  last 
week,  and  need  not  say  that  it  was  entirely  satls&ctoiy. 
I  have  now  got  so  well  forwarded  at  the  printers'  that  I 
have  my  time  imder  my  own  command,  so  that  I  will  be 
deligbted  to  see  you  any  day  next  week  which  will  beat 
suit  yon,   Monday   excepted.     I   hope  Mrs,  Constable's 
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health  will  be  no  longer  aoy  objectdon  to  this  trip,  which 
will  do  joa  good,  besidea  the  business  we  have  to  trans- 
act together. 

"  There  ate  two  books  I  wish  mach  to  have — ^Eecollec- 
tions  on  the  Peninsula,  and  The  Sexagenarian,  1616. 

"  I  have  to  thank  you  for  a  most  splendid  collection  of 
Witches,  which  I  tmst  to  turn  to  good  accotnpt  Shake- 
speare arrived  aafe. — Yours  truly,  W.  Scott." 

My  father  visited  Abbotsford  in  the  first  week  of  Sep- 
tember, and  on  the  26th  September  wrote  to  Sir  Walter 
from  Edinburgh  as  follows : — 

"Dkab  Sib  Waltee, — On  looking  into  the  memoran- 
dum of  acceptances  for  October,  I  find  the  amount  for 
which  A.  C.  and  Co.  are  under  acceptance  to  be  £4537, 
1 7s.  a.,  and  the  amount  of  contra  acceptances  of  J.  K 
and  Co.  £4408,  8a.,  in  following  sums  and  dates : — 

A.  C.  and  Co.  han  to  p»y—  J.  B.  and  Co.  h»T«  to  pay — 

Oct.     S,b>  J.B.andCo.,  £781  14     0  £749  18     0 


10,  to  Sir  W.  S., 
14,  to        do. 
28,  to        do. 
30,  to        do. 
30,  to         do. 

7S0     0 
840     0 
833     6 
633     6 
500     0 

0 
0 

8 
S 
0 

760     0 
800    0 
803  10 
800     0 
000     0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£4«37  17 

4 

£4408     8 

0 

"There  is  a  difTerence  of  £129,  9s.  44  against  A,  C. 
and  Co.,  but  that  amount  will  be  balanced  by  sums  due 
in  Ifovember  and  December. 

"Now,  what  I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  in 
regard  to  renewals  for  these  sums  is  this — 
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"A.  C.  and  Co.  have  to  provide  £4S37,  17s.  4d,,  of 
which  I  would  propose  carrying  on  £3150  thus — 


3aj  10  Srptr.  5  mODths'  dtite, 
10    „      6  moathe' date, 
10    „       7  moDtha'  data, 

10     „       8  months'  date, 

.      £787  10    0 
787  10    0 
787  10    0 
787  10    0 

£31M    0    0 

and  that  you  should  draw  these  from  Abbotsford,  dis- 
counting all  at  once  yourself  without  the  interference  of 
any  other  party.  I  have  no  doubt  you  would  have  only 
to  ask  Sir  W.  Forbes  and  Co.  the  question  to  get  the 
money,  which  you  could  apply  during  October,  as  J.  B. 
and  Co.'s  acceptances  were  to  provide  for.  The  difiference 
between  £3150  and  £4408,  8s.  would  be  made  up  by 
payments  from  A.  G.  and  Co.  to  account  of  the  £3000 
long  bills  done  in  London.  There  would  be  many  ad- 
vantages to  the  credit  of  both  concerns  from  this  plan,  if 
you  find  it  E^reeable  to  adopt  it 

"  The  new  bargain  would  come  in  to  assist  you  vn& 
the  November  payments,  which  are  heavy — ours  £5364, 
19s.  lOd.,  yours  £5623,  173.  6d.  With  regard  to  that 
month,  I  would  suggest  your  drawing  again  in  your  own 
name  for  whatever  was  required,  payable  in  London,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  Messrs.  Coutts  and  Co.  would  give  the 
cash  for  them.  ....   I  am,  etc.  etc., 

"  A.  Constable." 
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Williun  LaJdlav  and  St.  Eodui'b  Well— Critiqn*  by  SjAaej  Bmith~Bed' 
^untlet— Tbe  CariDrvnu— Letter  from  my  fkther,  wltb  Bir  Walter's 
reply,  accompinyiag  Cribb,  ■  Dandy  ZHnmont  terrier,  uid  reqairing 
genoilogical  information— My  father'i  reply— Letter  to  Sir  Walter,  with 
book!  and  articles  for  the  Museum  mt  Abbolaford- Letten  from  Sit  Walter 
Scott  i  ha  MDdi  Epilogna  on  Queen  Uary— Letter  from  m;  father— Death 
of  bii  daughter  Catherine. 

It  is  to  William  Laidlaw  that  the  public  owes  a  Scot- 
tish subject  chosen  for  the  next  of  Sir  Walter's  wooderfol 
OKationti  ;  and  although  perhaps  there  ia  not  one  of  these 
with  regard  to  which  opinion  more  widely  varied,  the 
verdict  of  the  highest  critical  authoritiee  was  always 
favourable  to  St.  Konan's  Well  Sydney  Smith  writes  as 
follows  after  reading  it : — 

"  Dicaijier  2^  1823,  Fostoh,  York. 

"  D£AB  SiK, — Many  thanks  for  St.  Bosan,  by  far  the 
best  that  has  appeared  for  some  time, — I  mean  the  best 
of  Sir  Walter's,  and  therefore,  of  course,  better  than  all 
others.  Eveiy  now  and  then  there  is  some  mistaken  and 
oveicharged  humour — hut  much  excellent  delineation  of 
character, — the  story  very  well  told,  and  the  whole  very 
interesting.  Lady  Binks,  the  old  landlady,  and  Touch- 
wood are  all  very  good.  Mrs.  Blower  particularly  so.  So 
are  MacTurk  and  Lady  Penelope.  I  wish  he  would  give 
his  people  better  names :  Six  Bingo  Binks  is  quite  ridicu- 

VOL.  m.  T 
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Ions.  I  was  very  glad  to  find  Diyaadust  and  Meg  Meiii- 
Ues  excluded;  one  was  never  good,  and  the  other  too 
often  good.  The  curtain  should  have  dropt  on  finding 
Clara's  glova  Some  of  the  seriona  scenes  with  Clam  and 
her  hrother  are  very  fine, — the  knife  scene  masterly.  In 
her  light  and  gay  moments  Clara  is  veiy  vulgar  ;  but  Sir 
"Walter  always  fails  in  well -bred  men  and  women, — and 
yet,  who  has  seen  more  of  both  ?  and  who  in  the  ordinaiy 
intercourse  of  society  is  better  bred  ?  Upon  the  whole, 
I  call  this  a  very  successful  exhibitioa  I  hope  you  ere 
rich,  healthy,  and  thinner. — Yours  truly, 

"  Sydney  Smith." 
St  Bonan's  Well  was  published  in  December  1823,  and 
immediately  after  its  conclusion  Sir  Walter  began  another 
novel.  The  title  originally  intended  for  this  work,  Mr. 
Lockhart  tells  us,  was  "  Herries,"  but  that  by  the  advice 
of  his  publisher  and  printer  he  was  indnced  to  adopt  that 
of  Bedgauntlet.  It  would  appear  from  the  following 
passage  in  a  letter  from  my  lather  to  iSi.  Cadell  (Sept.  9, 
1823)  that  a  more  startling  name  bed  once  been  thought 
of : — "  I  went  to  Abbotsford  on  Saturday  after  twelve 
o'clock,  and  returned  early  yesterday.  I  found  Sir  Walter 
in  the  best  health,  and  in  no  respect  offended  with  me,  or 
at  onr  late  correspondence ;  and  what  passed  on  the  occa- 
sion was  calculated,  I  hope,  to  do  no  harm,  but  to  cement 
and  add  to  the  stability  of  our  future  dealings.  St 
Konan's  advances,  and  the  next  after  it  is  already  chalked 
out ;  it  is  to  contain  the  Qoblim,  and  to  be  called  '  The 
Witch,' — the  materials  for  which,  in  his  extraordinaiy 
head,  are  very  abundant" 
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Mr.  Lockhaii  thus  alludes  to  the  fact  that,  contrary  to 
custom,  Bedgauntlet  was  the  only  novel  of  1824  : — 

"  "niia  year — miralnle  dietu  I  — prodaoed  bnt  one  novel ;  Mid  it  is  not 
impoMible  tb^t  tha  ftutbor  bftd  taken  deeply  into  hii  mind,  thongh  he 
would  not  iauaediattly  act  upon  them,  certain  hinta  aboat  the  danger 
o(  '  overcropping,'  which  had  been  alluded  to  aa  dropping  from  bis 
pnblithen  in  1823.  He  had,  however,  ft  labour  of  some  velght  to  go 
through  in  pr«p«riag  for  the  prets  a  Second  Edjtioa  of  hia  Toliiminoot 
Swift  The  additions  to  thia  reprint  were  nnmeroni,  and  be  corrected 
hianoteaand  the  Life  of  the  Dean  throughout,  with  connderabls  care."' 

The  following  letter  from  Sir  Walter  to  my  father 
acknowlei^s  the  gift  of  a  set  of  Variorum  Classics ; — 

"  Abbotsford,  61h  January  1S24. 

"Mt  deab  Sm, — Yesterday  I  had  the  great  pleasure 
of  placii^  in  my  provisional  library  the  most  splendid 
present,  as  I  sincerely  believe,  which  ever  an  author 
received  from  a  bookseller,  in  the  shape  of  the  inimitable 
Variorums.  Who  knows  what  new  ideas  the  classics 
may  si^gest  ?  for  I  am  determined  to  shake  off  the  rust 
which  years  have  contracted,  and  to  read  at  least  some  of 
4^e  most  capital  of  the  ancients  before  I  dia  Believe  me, 
my  dear  and  old  friend,  I  set  a  most  special  value  on  this 
work  as  coming  from  you,  and  as  being  a  pledge  that  the 
long  and  coufidential  intercourse  betwixt  us  has  been 
agreeable  and  advantageous  to  both. 

"  I  come  to  town  on  Monday,  and  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  seeing  how  the  new  year  comes  in  with 
you;  that  it  may  begin  with  the  prospect  of  renewed 
health  and  strength  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  dear  Constable, 
yours  always  truly,  Walter  Scott." 

1  See  Life,  vol  v.  p^  320.     Bedganotlet  wm  pubUahed  in  June  1624. 
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Mr.  Constable  to  Sir  Waltee  Scott. 

'■  3  Pakk  Place,  Jemvary  16A,  1824. 

"  Deab  Sir  Walter, — I  am  aorry  I  had  not  the  honour 
of  seeing  you  when  you  were  so  kind  as  make  inquiry  for 
me  here  on  Monday.  I  have  heen  recommended  by  my 
medical  advisers  to  see  as  few  of  my  friends  as  possible ; 
if  I  had  been  aware  of  your  return  to  Edinburgh,  I  sliould 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  might  be 
admitted,  as  it  would  be  a  high  gratification  to  me  to 
have  half-an-hour's  conversation ;  and  whenever  you  find 
it  agreeable,  any  day  after  twelve  o'clock,  yoa  woiild 
oblige  me  much  by  favouring  me  with  an  opportunity. 

"  "With  regard  to  my  health,  I  really  have  been  very 
ill,  as  I  shall  explain  to  you.  I  hope  I  am  under  favooi- 
able  treatment,  and  likely  to  recover,  though,  I  confeas, 
my  own  expectations  are  not  very  great.  Among  the 
many  things  I  had  to  think  of  in  oar  important  inter- 
coiirse,  there  were  one  or  two  not  so  complete  as  I  could 
have  wished,  particularly  the  bargain  about  Shakespeare, 
which  we  must  get  put  in  foim. 

"  I  have  never  received  the  HS&.  which  were  in  Lord 
Einnedder's  possession.  I  wished  to  treat  that  matter 
with  the  delicacy  which  the  nature  of  it  and  my  respect 
for  our  late  worthy  &iend  required,  but  I  fear  this  may 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  lead  some  of  the  parties  concerned 
to  a  conclusion  of  my  little  anxiety  about  them.  I  had 
the  honour  of  delivering  your  letter  to  Mr.  Guthrie 
Wright  on  the  subject,  and  I  afterwards  applied  to  Mr. 
Alexander  Yoimg,  who,  I  found,  was  Lord  K's  executor. 
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but  he  was  unwilling  to  interfere  till  Mr.  Erekine  should 
arrive  from  Piiace  of  Wales'  Island.  On  hearing  of  Mr. 
£.'8  return,  I  made  several  iinsQcceBaful  attempts  at  see- 
ing  liim ;  he  was  either  from  home  or  in  the  country,  and 
I  lately  addressed  a  letter  to  him  requesting  possession  of 
the  Hsa.,  but  with  as  little  success,  he  being  now  in  London. 
"  I  need  not  say  how  anxious  I  am  to  get  those  MS3.  to 
place  them  along  with  the  othere,  and  have  thought  it 
proper  to  state  the  circumstances  to  you,  in  the  con- 
fidence of  yonr  assisting  me  in  the  acquisition,  or  at  all 
events  to  satisfy  you,  that  their  not  being  already  in  my 
hands  does  not  arise  from  any  remissness  on  my  part  in 
obtaining  tiiose  invaluable  treasures. — I  am,  etc,, 

"A.C." 

Sib  Walter  Scott  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  ABBOnFORK,  2gtA  March  1624. 

"  Mt  dbab  Constable, — Since  I  received  yonr  letter  I 
have  been  on  the  look-out  for  a  companion  for  you,  and 
have  now  the  pleasure  to  send  one  bred  at  Abbotsford,  of 
ft  famons  race.  His  name  has  hitherto  been  Cribb,  but 
you  may  change  it  if  yuu  please.  I  mil  undertake  for 
his  doing  execution  upon  the  rats,  which  Folton  was  well 
stocked  with  when  I  knew  it  some  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  ago.  Yon  must  take  some  trouble  to  attach  Mt. 
Cribb,  otherwise  he  will  form  low  connexions  in  the 
kitchen,  which  are  not  easily  broken  oS.  The  best  and 
most  effectual  way  is  to  feed  bim  yonrself  for  a  few  days. 

"  I  congratulate  you  heartily,  my  good  old  friend,  on 
your  look  forward  to  domestic  walks  and  a  companion 
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of  this  aort ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  your  health  will  gradu- 
ally be  confinned  by  it  I  will  take  an  early  opportunity 
to  see  you  when  we  return  to  Edinburgh.  I  like  the 
banks  of  the  Esk,  which  to  me  are  full  of  many  remem- 
brances, among  which  those  relating  to  poor  Leyden  must 
come  home  to  you  ae  well  as  to  me.  I  am  ringing  in  my 
improveraenta— painting  my  baronial  hall  with  all  the 
scutcheons  of  the  Border  clans,  and  many  similar  devicea 
For  the  roof-tree  I  tried  to  blazon  my  own  quarterings, 
and  succeeded  easily  with  eight  on  my  father's  side ;  but 
on  my  mother's  side  I  stuck  fast  at  the  mother  of  my 
great-great-grandfather.  The  ancestor  himself  was  John 
Kutherford  of  Grundisnock,  which  is  an  appanage  of  the 
Hunthill  estate,  and  he  was  married  to  Isabel  Ker  of 
Bloodylawa.  I  think  I  have  heard  that  either  this  John 
of  Grundisnock  or  bis  father  was  one  of  the  nine  sons  of 
the  celebrated  Cock  of  Hunthill,  who  seems  to  have  had  a 
reasonable  brood  of  chickens.  Do  yon  know  anything  of 
the  pedigree  of  the  Huuthills  ?  The  Earl  of  Teviot  was 
of  a  younger  branch,  Rutherford  of  Quarrelholes,  but  of 
the  same  family.  If  I  could  find  out  these  Butherfoids 
and  who  they  married,  I  could  complete  my  tree,  which  is 
otherwise  correct ;  but  if  not,  I  will  paint  clouds  on  these 
three  shields,  with  the  motto  Vixerwni  fortes  anie.  These 
things  are  trifles  when  correct,  but  very  absurd  and  con- 
temptible if  otherwise.  Edgerstane  cannot  help  me;  he 
only  knows  that  my  grandfather  was  a  cousin  of  his — and 
you  know  he  represents  Hunthill.  My  poor  mother  has 
often  told  me  about  it,  but  it  was  to  regardless  ears. 
Would  to  God  I  had  old  Mrs.  Keddie  of  Leith,  who 
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screeded  off  all  the  alliances  between  the  Andersons  of 
Ettrick  House  and  the  Andersons  of  Ettrick  Hall,  thoagh 
Michael  was  the  name  of  every  second  man,  and,  to  com- 
plete the  meas,  they  intermarried  with  each  other. — Yours 
truly,  Walteh  Scott." 

Me.  Constable  to  Sib  Walter  Scott, 

"  POLTON,  ST  Lasswadi,  16i&  AprU  1824. 

"Dbab  Sib  Walteb,— I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  last  kind  letter  some  days  previously  to  my  remov- 
ing here.  I  thank  yon  most  heartily  for  Cribb,  who 
promises  to  be  everything  I  could  wish.  I  could  have 
desired  to  have  made  a  monopoly  of  his  attentions,  but 
the  bairns  will  not  allow  this.  The  little  cur  is  already 
a  favourite  with  everybody. 

"  I  have  been  thinking  of  the  Hunthills ;  it  would 
appear  there  is  some  dispute  as  to  the  representative  of 
that  ancient  family.  I  have  not  at  present  the  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  Wood's  Peer^e,  but  I  fiincy  the 
genealogies  are  pretty  fully  detailed  there.  I  have 
borrowed  two  books  from  my  eon,  which  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  sending  for  your  perusal  The  first  edition 
of  The  Moores  Baffled,  with  Hollar's  cuts,  is  extremely 
rare.  The  reprint  by  Lord  Kuthorfurd  contains  a  brief 
genealogy  of  the  Kutherfurds  at  the  end  of  it,  and  may 
probably  afford  you  some  hints.  I  suppose  the  Etither- 
furd  who  sold  Hunthill  had  been  the  representative  of 
the  family.  He  had  been  in  the  army,  and  resided,  some 
twenty-five  years  ago,  near  Currie,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Edinbui^h.     He  left  a  &mUy.     His  wife  was  a  Miss 
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Edgar,  daughter  of  Mt.  Edgar  of  the  Excise.  I  remember 
the  younger  brother  of  this  Captain  Rutiierfard,  a  cleric 
in  the  Costom-hoiise,  where,  I  believe,  he  still  is. 

"  From  Mr.  Rutherford,  as  heir  of  old  Bean  lAuder  of 
Carrol- side,  to  whom  he  was  nearly  related,  I  purchased, 
some  time  about  the  year  1797-98,  Carrol-side'a  library 
after  his  death.  It  was  in  that  collection  I  found  the 
Family  Bible  of  your  ancestors  the  Halibartons  of  New- 
mains,  which  I  have  frequently  mentioued  to  you  as  con- 
taining a  Ha  pedigree  of  the  family.  I  sold  this  Bible  to 
a  London  bookseller,  and  have  repeatedly  made  fruitless 
inquiries  after  it.  Some  fortunate  incident  may,  how- 
ever, perhaps  lead  as,  at  a  future  day,  to  its  present 
destination.  It  was  Barker's  edition,  in  black-letter, 
printed  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

"  On  the  subject  of  this  Captain  Eutherfiird,  I  have 
still  something  farther  to  mention.  He  is  heir  of  enttul 
to  the  estate  of  Dean,  and  raised  a  process  against  the 
present  Sir  John  JS'iebett,  with  a  view  to  bastardize  him, 
in  which  he  did  not  succeed.  Sir  John's  mother  was  his 
fiitber'a  mistress,  but  the  acknowledgment  of  her  as 
I^dy  Nisbett  in  Scotland  was  proved  by  many  witnesses. 
I  am  not  sure  whether  the  papers  in  this  process  do  not 
contain  something  concerning  the  Eutberfurds  of  Hunt* 
hilL  It  was  in  the  Court  of  Session  some  time  between 
1793  and  '99.  The  proof  was  a  very  bulky  paper,  and 
contained  many  curious  things.  I  remember  being  much 
amused  with  the  evidence  of  an  old  lady,  Mrs.  Hamilbm 
of  Pencaitland.  It  might  be  worth  your  while,  poriiaps, 
to  look  int«  this  process.    Mr.  Balderston,  W.S.,  was  ^ 
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Jolio'3  agent,  and  I  have  no  doabt  the  whole  papets'will 
be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Scott,  "WJi.,  the  late 
John  Scotf  8  son.  I  fear  you  vill  think  this  tedious  kind 
of  gossip,  but  I  trouble  you  withiit  with  the  less  compunc- 
tion, as  affording  some  eTidence  that  I  am  now  so  well  as 
to  be  able  to  think  and  divert  myself  abont  old  stories. 

"I  have  got  a  very  excellent  reddence  here.  Tou 
know  its  situation  to  be  particularly  interesting  from  it« 
Ticinity  to  Boslin  and  Hawthomden.  A  certain  spot  on 
the  opposite  bank  (which  at  a  future  day  will  be  eagerly 
inquired  after)  brings  daily  to  my  remembrance  a  vieit 
which,  along  witii  John  Leyden,  I  had  the  honour  of  pay- 
ing you  fully  more  than  twenty  yeara  ago. 

"  I  hear  from  headquarters  that  literary  matters  con- 
tinue to  thrive.  I  live  in  the  hope  of  being  yet  able  to 
assist  their  progress,  but  I  am  here  in  quiet  in  the  mean- 
time, and,  considering  how  ill  I  was  so  very  lately,  my 
convalescence  looks  to  myself  as  if  magic  had  been  em- 
ployed in  effecting  it.  I  send  you  a  parcel  &om  worthy 
Peter  Coxe,  brother  of  the  Archdeacon.  If  you  have 
occasion  to  pay  him  for  his  book,  which  is  most  beauti- 
fully embellished,  I  shall  be  glad  to  take  chaige  of  that 
matter  for  you.  You  will  also  receive  a  small  volume, 
CaiteUv/m,  HviUmicum,  written  by  Mr.  George  Todd,  the 
intelligent  booksaller  at  York. — I  am,  etc, 

"  Ahchibald  Conbtablk." 

Mb.  Constable  to  Sie  Waitke  Scott. 

»  PoLTON,  ^^h  SepUmbv  1824 

"  Dear  Sib  Walteb, — I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending 
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you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Dibdin's  Library  Companion,  ia  which 
there  ie  some  amusement,  but  I  do  not  think  of  the  use- 
ful kind  that  mi^t  have  been  expected.  You  will  also 
receive  three  volumes  of  Letters  illustrative  of  English 
History,  published  from  the  originals  by  Mr.  Ellis  of  the 
British  Museum, — extremely  curious  and  well  edited.  I 
hope  we  may  have  more  from  the  same  source.  These 
are  the  only  thii^  which,  during  my  recent  short  stay,  I 
thought  likely  to  interest  you,  and  I  did  not"  see  any 
articles  of  the  olden  time  much  worthy  of  notice.  Bare 
books  appear  to  be  rising  in  price,  and  the  number  of 
collectors  greater  than  ever.  I  met  with  valuable  tracts 
of  Italian  Poetry,  with  the  autograph  of  Drummond  of 
Hawthornden,  which,  on  its  arrival,  I  shall  send  for  your 
inspection.  I  got  home  on  Saturday,  alter  an  agreeable, 
and,  I  trust,  not  an  unproductive  journey,  with  my  health 
still  in  an  improving  state.  Mrs.  Constable  oaA  Miss 
White  were  somewhat  unwell  at  York,  which  detained  me 
three  days  there.  This,  however,  enabled  me  to  make  an 
excursion  to  Sheriff  Hutton  Castle — the  magnificent  ruin, 
in  which  the  apartment  is  still  shown  where  Elizabeth  of 
York,  mother  of  our  Margaret,^  was  imprisoned  in  the  time 
of  Eichard  UL  I  also  saw  a  fine  collection  of  pictures 
at  Mr.  Thomson's,  Sheriff  Hutton  Park,  in  which  were 
several  of  Holbein,  Vandyke,  etc,  and  among  many  others 
an  original  portrait  of  Ben  Jonson. 

"  A  friend  in  London  was  so  good  as  give  me  for  your 
Museum  some  relics  recently  brought  from  Peru,  found 
in  the  tomb  of  one  of  the  Incas.    By  this  time  I  expect 

'  Margaret,  the  Qaeeo  of  JamM  IT, 
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the  box  containing  them  will  have  reached  Abbotsford, 
When  joTsr  engagements  allow  with  perfect  convenience, 
I  shall  be  very  happy  to  wait  npon  yon, — and  I  am,  etc, 
"  Abchibald  Cohstablk." 

Sot  Waltee  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  AsaonwoKO.  Saiurdai/,  \9lh  Sept  1824, 
"  Mr  DEAE  Constable,— The  books  yesterday  received 
are  most  welcome,  and  quite  in  my  way.  The  Mexican 
curiosities  came  safe,  and  I  am  at  some  loss  to  gness  what 
bind  friend  has  remembered  my  hobby  here ;  only  I  ex- 
pected you  to  be  the  benevolent  fairy.  Last  week  our 
house  was  quite  fuU,  but  our  visitors  have  now  left,  or  are 
leaving  us;  so  if  Mrs.  Constable  and  you,  with  Miss 
White,  can  come,  any  day  yon  please,  we  will  be  most 
happy  to  see  you  alL  My  mighty  works  are,  I  think, 
now  completed ;  and  such  has  been  the  curiosity  of 
'  tourists  that  I  am  obliged  to  shut  my  doors  against  all 
but  friends,  otherwise  we  should  not  have  a  moment's 
quiet  In  the  hope  of  seeing  you  one  day  soon,  I  am 
very  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott." 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  AsBOTsroRD,  22d  Oct.  1824. 

"Mt  dkae  Constable, — I  recovered  the  above'  with 
.great  di£Bculty.  I  believe  it  was  never  spoken,  but 
written  for  some  play,  afterwards  withdrawn,  in  which 
Mrs.  Henry  Siddons  was  to  have  spoken  in  the  character 
of  Queen  Mary,  It  is  at  your  service,  if  you  think  it 
worth  while  to  insert  it 

*  Epilogne  on  Qne«ii  VUij. 
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"  I  am  anxions  to  see  Medwin's  accoant  of  Lord  Byron, 
which  seems  to  be  as  authentic  as  such  recollectioBS  can 
be,  thoii^  full  of  i  naccuraciee  from  imperfect  remem- 
brance or  communication.  One  always  looks  to  vhai, 
concerns  themselves.  Ke  says  very  truly  that  I  received 
much  iustrnction  from  poor  Mat  Lewis ;  but  it  related 
almost  entirely  to  the  rhymes,  in  which  he  was  greatly 
superior,  and  to  the  structure  and  versification,  for  which 
the  poor  monk  had  a  most  excellent  ear.  He  wrote  no 
part  of  The  Fire  King,  which  I  finished  in  one  evening 
after  dinner,  with  Heber  and  Leyden  sitting  beside  me. 
Nor  do  I  think  he  ever  helped  me  to  a  line,  save  one  in 
which  I  made  a  &lse  quantity,  rendering  Jul^,  July. 
But  poor  Mat  wrote  many  better  things.  I  will  send 
the  autograph  of  the  Epilogue  to  David,  the  secretary,' 
to  reclaim  an  old  promise. 

"  Farewell,  my  good  friend ;  I  hope  this  will  find  you 
well, — I  am  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott." 

Mr.  Constable  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"POLTON  HoiTBE,  6th  JtTorr.  1824. 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — The  communication  of  the  Epi- 
logue has  conferred  a  particular  hvour  on  me,  and  as  such 
will  be  felt  also  by  Hurst  and  Robinson.  It  is  beautiful, 
and  with  your  permission  I  would  wish  to  include  it  in  the 
octavo  edition  of  the  Poetical  Works  now  going  to  presa 

"  Capt  Medwin's  Conversations  of  Lord  Byron,  &om  the 

'  The  Secretuy  of  the  Bannatj^e  Club  wm  tbe  invaliMble  Dwid 
Lsiog,  LL.D.,  whoM  treaaoiy  of  knowledge  ii  ui  opeu  book  of  nf«ieiio« 
to  ill  who  need  to  be  mfonned  on  aaj  aubject. 
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extracts  in  the  nevspapeis,  appears  curious,  and,  I  should 
think,  on  the  whole  as  faithful  as  such  a  work  con  be 
expected  to  be.  I  cannot  help  being  amused  with  vhat 
ia  said  of  the  most  nerrouB  of  '  God's  Booksellers ;'  in 
some  respects  this  nervous  geutleman  could  be  matched, 
in  others  I  &ncy  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  his  parallel ; 
it  will  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  occurrences  referred 
to  should  be  doomed  to  such  permanent  record ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  displaTS  man;  traits  of  honourable  character 
to  which  it  will  not  be  questioned  Lord  Byron  was  well 
entitled. 

"  I  have  sent  yon  in  a  parcel  by  the  coach  the  relic  I 
mentioned  formerly  from  Jonson's  Willow — it  is  a  part  of 
one  of  the  branches  struck  off  by  lightning  some  years  ago 
— and  along  with  it  the  Adventures  of  John  Daniel,  an  odd 
book,  with  a  letter  from  your  old  correspondent,  Henry 
White.  Tour  collection  of  Diablerie  is  very  extensive, 
but  I  lately  picked  up  what  I  expect  will  prove  an  addi- 
tion to  it — The  Devil's  Cloven  Foot,  by  John  Bowdler, 
printed  at  Bristol  above  an  hundred  years  ago. 

"  My  health  has  been  very  good  till  within  the  last  few 
days,  when  I  have  had  a  slight  rbeanaatic  attack,  just,  I 
hope,  to  remind  me  how  careful  I  ought  to  be  in  cold 
weather, — I  am,  etc,  Archibald  Constable." 

On  the  28th  December  1834  my  father  Buffered  severe 
affliction  by  the  death  of  a  much-loved  child,  his  daughter 
Catherine,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  She  had  always 
been  intellectually  precocious,  and  the  tenderness  of  her 
heart  was  as  remarkable  as  the  brightness  of  her  mind. 
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If  my  father  had  a  fevourite  among  his  chOdren  it  was  she, 
and  his  love  was  fondly  returned.  I  shall  never  forget 
their  parting  on  the  morning  when  with  a  devoted  sister 
she  left  Folton,  never  to  return, — it  was  indeed  my  own 
first  sorrow,  to  be  parted  thus  &om  the  constant  com- 
panion of  my  childhood. 

Catherine  fell  a  victim  to  consamption.  She  died  at 
Clapham,  under  the  tender  care  of  her  eldest  brother  and 
sister ;  bat  though  her  father  had  the  comfort  of  knowing 
that  she  was  tenderly  cherished  to  the  last,  and  was  quite 
resigned  to  die,  he  never  ceased  to  mourn,  and  the  Uiooght 
of  rejoining  her  was  in  his  mind  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  be  died. 
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The  EDcrdopmliB  for  Yonth— Lattcra  on  the  anliject  to  9ir  VfiUtt  Beott  uid 
Mr.  SjduBy  Smith,  with  Mr.  Smith's  nply— "  CoD»tabU'>  Miscellany  "— 
Letter  from  Hr.  Lockhut  rsgardtng  it  and  t,  vanorum  Shakiapeiini  by  Ur. 
Gifford— My  fitber  eipoandB  tt  Abbotaford  his  scbenie  of  "  The  Miscel- 
Irnoy  " — Mr.  Lockhart'i  vanloi)  of  the  scene—My  father  and  not  Sir 
Walter  Scott  the  taggeat«r  of  a  Ufe  of  Napoteon— Hr.  Lockhart  anent 
"  Hiwellany  "—The  Talea  of  the  Cnuadera,  letter  ftom  my  father— Sir 
Wallet  Seott  Tuitt  Ireland  ;  Letten  htnn  Ur.  Lookhait  and  Sir  Walter. 

One  of  tbe  projects  that  mj  fattier  at  tbia  time  had  in 
view  was  the  Encyclopeedia  for  Youth,  in  which  of  course 
he  looked  for  the  co-operation  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and 
in  the  following  letter,  dated  Polton,  23d  February  1825, 
he  suggested  a  few  congenial  subjects : ' — 

*  To  the  Bererend  Sydney  Smith  my  father  alao  wrote  on  the  same 
mbjeot  on  the  7th  Febmary  1S26.  I  give  the  following  extract  from 
bU  letter,  witli  Mr.  Smith'i  charaoteristic  reply  :^ 

"  I  expect  to  commence  printing  in  May  first,  and  to  complete  the 
whole  within  eigbteen  months  from  that  time ;  the  materials  being 
only  required  gradually,  bat  acceptable  as  aoon  u  they  can  be  fur- 
oithed.  In  t«gard  to  the  pecnniarj  remnneration,  one  pound  for  each 
printed  page  has  been  conaidered  aa  the  rate  for  contribntiona  of  the 
firat  clan,  in  which  I  tnut  [  may  be  permitted  the  honour  of  adding 
your  name ;  at  ftny  rate,  I  am  aare  you  wiD  forgive  the  freedom  of  my 
troubling  yon  with  thc«e  details. 

*'  Yon  have  been  so  kind  u  to  inquire  after  my  health,  which  haa 
for  the  last  four  years  been  vety  indifferent ;  but  1  am  thankful  to  aay 
I  am  very  well  at  present,  and  able  once  more  to  attend  my  former 
calling,  and  look  forward  to  the  pleaaure  at  a  future  day  to  remind 
yon  of  your  promiae  th«t  I  ahonld  one  day  publish  yonr  works  in  folio, 
or  in  Miy  other  site  suitable  to  the  taste  of  the  timee ;  but  we  shall 
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"FoLTOit,  23  FOy.  1S26. 

"  Dear  Sir  Walter, — I  have  not  meDtioned  anything 
to  yoo  lately  of  my  plan  of  the  Encyclopeedia  for  Youth, 
from  a  wish  of  not  plaguing  more  than  can  be  avoided; 
but  I  have  been  arranging  for  the  materials,  and  I  hope 
successfully.  Dr.  Greville  promises  to  make  an  excellent 
kerp  to  tbe  folio  it  yon  inaiat  apou  it.  This  will  conrince  joa  ttutt  I 
ua  nut  entirely  unmindful  of  the  good  you  predicted  me  »ome  three-ftad- 
twenty  yean  ago.  Mucli  of  it  iiM  been  reftliied;  and  the  evil  which 
you  threatened  ahonld  be  entirely  mine,  the  Pillory,  I  hare  fortanatdy 
eacaped.  It  would  be  more  gratifying  to  me  than  I  ahall  troable  yon 
by  eipreenng  at  present,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  rendering  yon  Mi 
acoonnt  of  oar  literary  doings  here,  and  I  eball  oertainly  next  time  I 
go  aouth  take  the  liberty  of  paying  my  reapect*  to  yon  at  Foaton. — I 
am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  dear  Sir,  yonn,  etc. , 

••  Akcsd.  Constablk." 
Mk.  SMrra  to  Hb.  CoNSTAftix 

"FosTOH,  Mareh  3, 1826. 

"  DiAR  Snt, — I  think  the  plan  of  the  proposed  work  and  the  oboice 
of  the  editor  rery  good,  and  likely  to  ancceed.  - 1  am  very  aony,  how- 
ever, that  my  occupations  here  (which,  thoagh  frivoloos,  are  still  neces- 
sary and  DuneroDs)  will  prevent  me  from  becoming  a  contribntor.  It 
will  hare  my  good  wiahes,  however,  if  it  has  not  my  Inaubimtioos,  and 
the  first  are  perhapt  of  more  valne  than  the  lack 

"  I  am  very  glad  my  predictions  of  your  lucceas  aie  verified.  I  have 
hardly  had  fair-play  respecting  the  Pillory,  as  it  was  aboliahed  so  long 
before  yoiir  decease.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  I  think  the  reviewan 
would  have  aeea  yon  in  the  wood ;  and  I  have  often  heard  Mr.  Je&ey 
and  Mr.  Murray  say  (though  I  know  they  have  both  a  great  regard  lot 
you)  that  they  should  probably  be  led  away  in  that  caae  by  the  example 
of  (he  mob,  and  that  they  coold  not  avoid  indulging  in  an  egg  or  two- 
Mr.  Brougham,  with  his  accustomed  acnteneas,  anggested  that  decayed 
eg^  would  uiawer  the  purpose  aa  well  aa  freah  onea.  This  was  the 
waggish  way  in  which  in  former  daya  we  used  to  make  merry  with  onr 
publisher. 

"  I  atill  maintain  a  partiality  for  tbe  folio  form,  so  cjqMct  no  other ! 
1  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  you  in  your  way  to  or  from  the  south. — I 
remain,  dear  Sir,  youn  very  truly,  Stditbt  SmITB." 
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editor  of  the  work,  and  all  my  literary  friends  to  Thorn  I 
have  yet  applied  agree  to  support  it.  Miss  Edgeworth, 
with  whoia  you  ivere  so  kind  aa  nse  inflaence  in  my  behalf, 
is  of  the  distinguished  number. 

"  I  now  take  the  hberty  of  enclosiDg  a  list  of  the  pro- 
posed contents.  I  must  not  look  for  much  of  your  aid.  I 
hop^  however,  if  leisure  permite,  you  might  find  a  plea- 
sure in  preparing  a  few  short  articles  on  iamiliar  topics, 
such  as  the  fbllowiBg,  which  I  would  nse  the  freedom  to 


"The  Spanish  Armada — Sir  Andrew  Barton — Lord 
Byron — ^Bannockbum — Bruce,  King  Bobert—Charles  L 
of  En^aud,  as  a  Prince  of  fine  taste  and  great  misforttme 
— Dmmmond  of  Hawtbomden — Guy,  Earl  of  Warwick 
— Mary  Queen  of  Scots — ^Dr.  Archibald  Pitcaim — Isaac 
Walton. 

"  The  work  will  go  to  press  in  about  three  months,  and 
be  completed,  I  expect,  within  two  years.  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  send  you  a  delightful  specimen  of  the  first 
sheet  of  Shakespeare. — Yours,  etc.,  < 

"  Akchibald  Cokstable." 

The  grand  scheme,  however,  that  now  ohiefiy  et^aged 
my  Cither's  attention  was  his  "  Miscellany,"  undoubtedly 
the  pioneer  and  suggester  of  all  the  various  "  Libraries  " 
which  efpiang  up  in  its  wake,  and  which,  alter  the  inspire^ 
tion  and  management  of  its  projector  had  been  withdrawn, 
may  he  said  to  have  run  it  down.  It  extended,  however, 
to  seventy-aix  volumes,  and  I  believe  is  admitted  on  the 
whole  to  be  equal  in  literary  excellence  and  interest  to 
any  similar  collection  yet  given  to  the  public 

VOL.  UL  D 
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The  folloving  letter  irom  Mr,  Lockhart  to  my  father 
alludes  to  it,  and  to  the  editioo  of  Shakespeare,  wbidi, 
in  conjnnctioQ  with  his  father-in-law,  he  had  agreed  to 
edit: — 

"  OKKUBTovir,  Oiuuoow,  May  S,  1825. 

"  Mt  dear  Sm, — I  enppose  you  have  ere  this  tima 
heard  ttom  Sir  Walter,  hut  in  case  you  have  not,  I  can  do 
no  great  harm  by  mentioning  that  when  I  told  your  plan 
to  him,  he  said  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  fiy  far  the  best  he 
had  heard  o£  HiB  words  I  think  were,  'This  is  tiia 
cleverest  thing  that  ever  came  into  that  cleverest  of  all 
bibliopolic  heads.'  I  trust  yon  will  one  day  have  good 
reason  to  congratulate  yourself  on  this  munificent  con- 
ception, and  shall  certainly  think  it  a  fine  day  that 
witnesses  the  execution  of  it  begun. 

"  By  the  way,  I  suppose  you  must  print  these  books,  if 
not  even  the  Novels  themselves,  henceforth  in  Paris.  1 
don't  think  even  you  are — certainly  no  one  else  is — 
sufficiently  interested  by  the  proposed  changes  as  to  the 
duty  on  exported  books.  If  it  goes  on,  certainly  Batlan- 
tyne,  and  Davison  and  Co.,  may  turn  off  half  their  hands. 
Indeed,  I  hear  some  of  your  breUiren  in  London  have 
already  made  prospective  arrangements,  on  a  large  scale, 
with  the  Didots,  and  John  Smith  here  has  collected  some 
curious  materials  about  these  matters.  I  wish  much 
he  would  print  them  in  some  shape  ere  the  Act  passes. 

"  'What  is  this  annonncement  of  a  ■Borwrum  Shakespeare 
from  Mr.  Gifford  ?  It  is  very  unfortunate  if  two  such 
works  come  out  about  the  same  time,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  be  must  have  a  great  deal  of  valuable  mattet 
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to  produce.  However,  he  has  Iteen  ten  years  about  Ford 
and  Shirley,  and  I  daresay  he  will  never  see  a  Shakespeare 
out,  even  if  he  lives  ten  years  more.  For  the  rest,  it  is 
perhaps  a  mere  trick  of  some  professional  ermewe,  and  at 
the  worst  he  will  scarcely  match  our  proUgomena.  I  shall 
however  be  anxious  to  hear  what  Mr.  Cadell  aays  as  to 
this  business,  from  London,  and  will  call  on  you  when  I 
get  back  to  Edinburgh,  in  the  beginning  of  the  week. — 
Yonrs,  etc..  J.  G.  Lockhart." 

The  occasios  at  Abbotsford  a  few  days  later,  when  my 
fathci^B  great  project  was  fully  explained  to  Sir  Walter, 
to  his  son-in-law,  and  Mi.  Ballantyne,  has  been  very 
graphically  delineated  by  Mr.  Lockhart  in  his  Life  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott^  There  is  a  good  deal  that  naturally  is  dis- 
tasteful to  my  filial  reverence  in  his  famUiar  treatment  of 
a  man  whose  genius  he  acknowledged,  and  towards  whom 
when  in  presence  he  was  accustomed  to  behave  with 
marked  respect ;  but  Mr.  Lockhart's  contempt  for  a  dead 
lion  was  complete,  and  his  narrative  is  perhaps  mainly 
true.     I  shall  give  it  in  his  own  words :  * — 

"EKr  Walter  conoidBrad  his  publiaher'i  new  pl&ni  worthy  of  very 
MDpl«  daliberatioD.  CoDttabla  now  opened  them  in  fnlneu  of  detail, 
and  explained  hit  viewi  in  a  manner  that  might  well  excite  admiration, 
not  nnmizad  with  alarm.  Constable  waa  meditating  nothing  lesa  than 
ft  total  ravolatioD  in  the  art  and  traffic  of  bookMlIing ;  and  the  exult- 
ing and  blaaiiig  fancy  with  which  he  expanded  and  embellished  hit 
vitioiu  of  aDomaI^  hitherto  nadreamt  of  in  the  philoiophy  of  the  trade, 
might  almoat  have  indnoed  aerioii*  lutpiaions  of  hia  eauity,  but  for  the 
onrioQB  aooomolatiou  of  pregnant  facta  on  which  he  retted  hia  jaati6- 
catioD,  and  the  derterou*  aagacity  with  which  he  uncoiled  hia  pr«etic«l 

'  See  Life,  vol  vi.  pp.  28-32. 
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iniennoat.  Ha  rtwiled  na  at  tha  ontMt  bj  uying,  '  Literary  gRtina 
iiMjr,  or  Dwy  Dot,  hare  done  its  beat ;  but  printiiig  and  bookaellin^  •• 
instmmentB  for  eoligbtening  and  entertainiDg  mankiad,  and,  of  conne, 
for  making  money,  are  aa  yet  in  mere  infancy.  Yes,  the  trtde  ate  in 
tbeir  cradle.'  Soott  eyed  the  ftorid  bookaeller'i  bMuau^  coantananoB, 
and  the  lolemn  atare  with  which  the  equally  portly  printer  was  listen- 
'  ing,  and  puibiog  round  the  bottlee  with  a  hearty  chuckle,  bade  ua 
'  Give  our  twa  jofui«  ioUtei  a  drap  motker'a  milk.'  Con«table  moked 
in  freah  inipiration,  and  [soceeded  to  aay  that,  wild  •■  ws  might  tlunk 
him,  hia  new  plana  had  been  anggeated  by,  and  were  in  fact  main^ 
groonded  npon,  a  infficiently  pro»aio  anthoiity — namely,  the  annual 
•obednle  of  aaaeaaed  taxaa,  a  copy  of  which  intereating  document  he 
drew  from  hia  pocket,  and  anbatttnted  for  hia  D'Ogies.  It  waa 
oo^onily  diveimfled,  text  and  mwgent,  by  fignrea  and  caXonlatiwu  in 
hia  own  handwriting,  which  I  for  one  might  haTe  regarded  with  leaa 
«  had  I  known  at  the  time  thia  great  arithmetician'a  rooted 
n  and  otmtempt  for  all  examination  of  hia  own  balanoe-alwet. 
"  Hia  lecture  on  theae  colomna  and  ciphera  was,  however,  aa  profound 
u  ingeuioua.  He  had  taken  iraat  paina  to  fill  in  the  number  of  persMkt 
who  might  fairly  be  auppoaed  t4i  pay  the  taiee  for  each  Bepaiate  article 
of  luxury ;  and  hia  ooncluaion  waa,  that  the  immenae  majority  of 
Britiah  f  amiliea  endowed  with  liberal  fortune*,  had  Dever  yet  conceived 
the  remotest  idea  that  their  domeatia  arrangementa  «ei«  inoomplete, 
nnleia  they  expended  acone  ooiiaiderable  aum  qpnnally  upon  the  pnr- 
tihaatt  of  book*.  '  Take,'  aaid  he,  '  thii  one  abaord  and  oontemptible 
item  of  the  tax  on  hair-powder ;  the  use  of  it  ia  ahnost  entirely  gone 
cot  of  fashion.  Bating  a  few  pannns'  and  lawyer*'  wiga,  it  may  be 
asid  that  hair-powder  is  oonflned  to  JlumJce^  and  indeed  to  the  lireiy- 
serrante  of  great  and  splendid  houses  exoIuaiTely ;  nay,  in  many  eren 
of  theae  it  ia  already  quite  laid  aaide.  Nevertheleaa,  for  eaoh  head 
that  ia  thna  rilified  in  Great  Britain,  a  guinea  ia  paid  yeariy  to  the 
Sxoheqner ;  and  the  taxeea  in  that  achednle  are  an  army,  oompared  to 
the  pniohaaera  of  eTm  the  best  and  most  popular  of  books.'  He  went 
on  in  the  eame  vein  about  armorial  bearings,  kuntei*,  raoen,  and  four- 
wheeled  carriages ;  and  having  demonatrated  that  hundreda  ai  then- 
aanda  in  thia  magniflaent  oonnlr;  held,  as  neoessary  to  their  peraond 
comfort,  aad  the  maintenance  of  decent  atation,  artidee  upon  Mtidea 
of  ocstly  elegance,  of  which  their  forelathera  nerer  dreamt,  said  tliat 
on  the  whole,  however  nsoal  it  wsa  to  talk  of  the  extended  arala  of 
literary  tnuisactioos  in  modern  days,  our  aelf-love  never  deoeived  us 
mora  groealy  than  when  we  fancied  our  notiona  aa  to  t^e  matter  of 
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booka  }i«d]  MlTUMd  in  at  all  a  correaponding  proportion.  '  On  the 
ooDtrazy,'  oiied  Constable,  '  I  am  aatiaSed  that  tlie  demand  for  Shakt- 
•pewe'a  plsya,  contemptible  as  we  hold  it  to  have  been,  in  the  time  of 
Elisabeth  and  James,  wm  more  creditable  to  the  clanea  irho  really 
indnlged  in  any  tort  of  elegaooe  then,  thao  the  tale  of  Childe  Harold 
or  WaTarley,  trinmphantly  aa  people  talk,  ia  to  the  alleged  eipauaiom 
of  taate  and  intelligeaoe  in  thia  nineteenth  oentnry.* 

"  Boott  helped  him  on  by  interpoaing,  tjiat  at  iiiat  moment  he  had  a 
rich  valley  crowded  with  handaome  hontea  nnder  hi*  view,  and  yet 
nnch  donbted  whether  any  laird  within  ten  milei  ipent  ten  ponnda 
per  annnm  on  the  literature  of  the  day — which  ho,  of  conraa,  dittin- 
guiihed  from  it*  periodioal  preaa.  '  Ifo,'  laid  Conatable,  '  there  ia  no 
market  among  them  that  ia  wtol^  one'a  thinking  aboat.  They  tat 
contented  with  a  review  or  a  magaaine,  or  at  beat  with  a  paltry  anb- 
acripticn  to  aome  circulating  library  forty  milet  off.  Bat  if  I  live  for 
half-a-doacn  years,  I  'U  make  it  a*  impomble  tliat  there  ahonld  not  be 
a  good  library  in  every  decent  home  in  Britain  aa  that  the  ahepherd'a 
ingle-nook  ahonld  want  the  taui  polet.  Ay,  and  what  'a  that  t '  he  oon- 
tinned,  wanning  and  pnffing ;  '  why  ahonld  the  ingle-nook  itaalf  want 

•  abelf  for  the  noodt  t ' — '  I  aee  yoar  drift,  my  man,'  aaya  Sir  Walter ; 
— 'yon 're  for  being  like  Billy  VM  in  Oilr»y'a  print — you  want  to  get 
into  the  aalt-boz  yourself.' — '  Yes,'  he  reaponded, — '  I  have  hitherto 
been  thinking  only  of  the  waz-lighta,  but  before  I  'm  a  twelvemonth 
older  I  shall  have  my  hand  apon  the  tallow.' — '  Troth,'  aaya  Bcott, 

*  yon  are  indeed  likely  to  be  "  The  grand  N^raleon  of  the  realmt  of 
pritit." ' — '  If  you  outlive  me,'  says  Constable,  with  a  regal  smile,  '  I 
bespeak  that  line  for  my  tomb-atone  ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  may  I 
preanme  to  ask  you  to  ba  my  right-hand  man  when  I  open  my  cam- 
paign of  Marengo  t  I  have  now  settled  my  outline  of  operstiona — a 
three-shilliiig  or  half-croivi  volome  every  month,  which  most  and  shall 
seD,  not  by  thontanda  or  tens  of  thonaands,  bnt  by  hnndreda  of  thon- 
aanda — ay,  by  milliona  I  Twelve  volnmea  in  the  year,  a  halfpenny  of 
profit  npon  every  copy  of  which  will  make  me  richer  than  tiie  posses- 
Bon  of  aU  the  copyrij^tt  of  iH  the  quartoa  that  ever  were  or  will  be 
hot-preaaed  t — twelve  volumes,  ao  good,  that  milliona  moat  wish  to  have 
-them,  and  so  cheap  that  every  bnb^^a  callaat  may  have  them,  if  he 
pleaaes  to  let  me  tax  him  aixpenoe  a  week  I ' 

"  3((aDy  a  prerioaa  oonanltation,  and  many  a  solitary  meditation,  too, 
prompted  Scott'a  auawer. — 'Tour  plan,'  aaid  he,  '  cannot  fail,  provided 
the  books  be  really  good ;  bnt  yon  mast  not  atart  until  you  have  not 
only  leading  colnmna,  but  depth  npon  depth  of  reserve  in  thorough 
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order.  I  un  willing  to  do  my  pui  in  this  gnnd  eDterpriB&  Often, 
of  lata,  h**e  I  felt  thftt  the  vein  of  fiction  waa  nearly  worked  oat ; 
often,  aa  yoa  all  know,  have  I  been  thinking  Berioiusly  of  taming  mjr 
hand  to  butory.  I  am  of  opinion  that  historical  writing  has  no  more 
been  adapted  to  the  demands  of  the  increaaed  oirclea  among  which 
literature  doea  already  find  ita  way,  than  yon  allege  as  to  the  tbapa 
and  price  of  books  in  genenJ.  What  say  yon  to  taking  the  field  witit 
•  Life  of  the  a(A«r  Napoleon!' 

"The  reader  does  not  need  to  be  told  that  the  leriea  of  che^i 
Tolnmea,  BDhaequently  isaaed  nnder  the  title  of  '  CoDstable'a  Hisoel- 
lany,*  was  the  scheme  on  which  this  great  bookseller  waa  brooding. 
Before  he  left  Abbotaford,  it  waa  arranged  that  the  first  Nnnber  of 
this  collection  ahonld  consist  of  one-half  of  Wavertqr ;  the  second,  ol 
the  first  section  of  a  ■  life  of  Napoleon  Baonaparte  by  the  Antlior  of 
Waverley  ; '  that  this  life  shonld  be  comprised  in  fonr  of  these  Nam- 
bera  ;  and  that,  until  the  whole  series  of  hi*  novels  ahonld  have  bees 
iaaned, — •  rolutae  every  aeoond  month,  in  this  new  and  nnoostly  form, 
— he  thoold  keep  the  Ballantyne  press  going  with  a  series  of  historical 
works,  to  be  issued  on  the  alternate  montha.  Such  were,  as  far  a* 
Soott  waa  concerned,  the  first  oatlines  of  a  daring  plan  never  deatined 
to  be  carried  into  execution  on  the  gigantic  scale  or  with  the  grand  ap. 
pliancea  which  the  projector  oontemplated,  bnt  destined,  nevertheleM, 
to  lead  the  way  in  one  of  the  greateet  revolattons  that  literary  history 
will  ever  have  to  reoord — a  revolution  not  tha  less  snre  to  be  com- 
pleted, though  as  yet,  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  yean,  we  Me  only  its 


From  tbe  following  extract  &om  legal  queries  put  to  my 
father  after  the  sequestiatioD,  with  reference  to  the  Life 
of  Napoleon,  it  would  appear  that  the  earliest  suggestion 
of  that  work  had  been  made  by  him,  and  not  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott  :— 

"  Q.  About  what  period  waa  it  ^reed  that  Sir  Walter 
Scott  should  write  a  Life  of  Buonaparte  ? — A,  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  some  time  between  the  20th  Kay  and 
20th  June  last  year. 

1  Conatabls'a  Miacellany  alao  inangnrated  the  clotii  binding)  which 
are  now  universally  adopted  in  our  own  and  other  countries. 
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"  Q,  Did  yon  apply  to  Sir  Walter  to  write  this  work ! — A . 
I  did,  and  I  will  state  the  object  in  view.  I  had  projected  a 
periodical  work  entitled  '  Constable'a  Miscellany,'  the  plan 
of  which  met  with  Sir  Walter  Scott's  hearty  approbation. 
In  the  list  of  works  contained  in  the  prospectus  of  this 
MisceUany,  I  had  inserted  a  Life  of  Napoleon  Baonaparte 
in  four  vols.,  which  list  was  submitted  to  seveml  of  the 
literary  Mends  of  the  house.  In  the  course  of  showing  it 
to  Mr.  Lockhart,  who  had  undertaken  to  write  the  life  of 
Bums,  I  suggested  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain 
a  Life  of  Napoleon  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  it  was 
through  this  medium  that  the  proposal  was  first  made  to 
him.  Sir  Walter  thought  flivonrably  of  the  project,  and, 
within  two  or  three  days  after  this  meeting  widi  Mr. 
Lockhart,  I  saw  Sir  Walter  on  the  subject,  when  it  was 
agreed  that  the  work  should  consist  of  four  vols.,  and  be 
brought  out  under  the  name  of  the  Author  of  Waverley, 
in  such  form  and  size  as  might  be  deemed  most  expedient 
The  terms  to  be  the  same  as  those  entered  into  for  the 
Cmsaders,  for  instance.  I  stated  to  Sir  Walter,  that  as 
Uiis  work  would  likely  meet  a  more  extensive  demand 
than  a  work  of  fiction,  it  had  occurred  to  me  that  arranger 
ments  could  be  made  entitling  us  to  give  him  a  much 
larger  sum  of  money.  His  reply  was — '  Let  us  bring  out 
the  first  edition,  and  the  more  of  it  that  can  be  sold  it 
will  be  the  better  for  all  of  us.  Ton  know  we  do  not  deal 
in  hard  bargain-making  with  each  other.  In  the  mean-  * 
time  let  na  get  materiala ;  insert  tiie  Memoirs  in  the  list 
of  yoor  Miscellany,  giving  the  name  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  as  the  aatluff.'    This,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
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lection,  is  the  substance  of  what  passed  at  the  first  mat- 
ing between  Sit  Walter  Scott  and  myself  on  the  subject 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Napoleon. 

"  Q.  Did  you  communicate  this  arraDgement  to  any 
one  ? — A.  I  did.  Mr.  Cadell  was  not  in  the  shop  at  the 
time,  but  I  thou^t  the  matter  so  important  that  I  left  ft 
line  for  him  that  he  might  know  of  out  good  fortune  with- 
out delay,  Mr.  CadeU  and  myself  had  afterwards  a  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Ballantyne,  who  was  immediately  to  give  us 
an  offer  of  the  woi^  in  the  usual  form,  and  I  think  Mr. 
Ballantyne  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  scroll  of  the 
agreement. 

"  Q.  Was  that  agreement  extended  7 — A.  A  scroll  or 
copy  of  it  was  afterwards  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Cadell ; 
but  it  was  not  immediately  extended,  as  I  nnd^^tood, 
owing  to  these  existing  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 
form  in  which  the  book  should  first  appear.  Mr.  Ballontyntt 
furnished  estimates  of  it,  both  in  the  post  size  as  a  fonr- 
Tolume  book,  and  in  tiie  demy  octavo  size  as  a  three- 
Tolnme  book.    A  quarto  edition  was  also  thought  of. 

"  Q.  Was  the  extent  of  the  book  fixed  at  four  vols., 
and  were  you  to  pay  the  author  for  it  the  same  as  for  the 
Crusaders,  for  instance  ? — A.  I  understood  Sir  Walter  as 
undertaking  to  give  us  a  work  in  four  vols.,  and  that  we 
were  to  have  the  same  number  of  copies  for  the  aatae 
money  as  of  the  Crusaders.  I  proposed,  in  order  to  pre* 
'  Tent  the  extension  beyond  four  vols.,  that  the  size  of  page 
should  be  somewhat  increased,  so  as  to  gire  us  three  toIs. 
in  octavo  of  about  DOO  pages  each,  similar  to  the  Kovels 
and  Tales  of  that  size,  and  the  work  is  now  printing  in 
post  octavo  on  that  plan. 
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"  Q.  'When  was  the  poat  octavo  size  determined  on?~~ 
A.  Some  time  in  October  laat,  when  I  Vas  in  London,  and 
from  ctHnmnnications  with  the  trade  having  found  that 
the  poat  size  ahotUd  be  adopted  in  the  firat  instance.  I 
commonicated  this  to  Mr.  Cadell,  and  the  work  went  im- 
mediately to  press. 

"  Q.  Was  the  regulation  of  the  size  entirely  with  yoa  1 
— A.  I  consideied  it  wae  so — Sir  Walter  Scott  having  left 
it  to  my  decision. 

"  Q,  Did  Sir  Walter  Scott  do  flo  in  conTersation  or  by 
letter  T — A.  He  did  it  by  letters  from  Abbotsfoid  early  in 
the  mouth  of  September,  and  he  did  it  afterwards  in  con- 
TCiBation  early  in  October  at  Abbotsford  when  on  my  way 
to  London. 

"  Q.  What  impression  is  now  printing  ? — A.  I  under- 
fltand  the  impression  to  be  8000  copies ;  it  was  my  wish 
in  the  first  instance  to  have  printed  only  6000  in  this  size, 
and  to  have  bad  3S00  in  octavo ;  these  two  quantities  I 
ctnuideTed  to  be  all  Qiat  was  bargained  for  in  the  first 
instance  with  the  author,  and  I  cannot  say  why  thia  plan 
was  departed  fi«m. 

"  Q.  Was  there  any  bargun  for  future  editions ;  the 
insertion  of  the  work  in  your  Miscellany  for  instance  ? — 
A.  Ifone ;  all  the  transactions  with  Sir  Walter  Scott  and 
the  house  were  uniformly  conducted  by  him  in  a  manner 
so  accommodating  and  liberal,  that  ,Btipalationa  which 
would  have  been  necessary  in  other  cases  were  not  at- 
tended to  in  dealings  with  him.  I  may  here  mention, 
that  I  was  so  sanguine  as  to  the  success  of  the  Memoirs 
of  Kapoleon  by  the  Author  of  Waverley,  that  I  did  not 
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hesitate  to  exprees  it  as  my  opinion  that  I  had  much  con- 
fidence in  its  producing  him  at  least  £10,000 ;  and  thia,  I 
have  no  doubt,  I  observed  as  tay  expectation  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott  at  least  once. 

"  Q.  Did  you  furnish  Sir  Walter  Scott  with  any  books 
for  this  undertaking  ? — A.  I  piocnred  a  great  many ;  in 
particular,  a  complete  set  of  t^e  Moniteur,  porchased  on 
purpose  by  a  friend  in  Paris." 

From  Edinburgh,  on  the  16tb  May, — more  than  one 
consultetion  having  probably  taken  place  in  the  interval, — 
Mr.  Lockhart  writes  again  to  my  father  on  the  subject  of 
the  Miscellany : — 

"  My  deab  Sib, — I  carried  these  papers  into  the  coontiy 
with  me,  and  have  been  thinking  a  good  deal  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  have  also  had  some  furthei  conversation  with  Sir 
Walter  in  regard  to  several  points  coimected  with  it,  and 
am  happy  to  say  that  he  coincides  with  me  as  to  the 
opinion  I  ventured  to  express  in  relation  to  that  ffreai 
matUr,  the  Poetry,  If  we  he  right  here,  it  would  he  wrong, 
and  indeed  suicidal,  in  yon  to  leave  the  rivals  and  imitO' 
tors  you  are  sure  forthwith  to  have,  to  take  undisturbed 
possession  of  such  an  instroment  aa  this.  Besides,  you 
would,  by  giving  a  selection  of  real  good  English  poetiy, 
do  a  thing  which  never  really  has  been  done,  and  you 
have  the  power  here  as  elsewhere  to  set  the  thing  agoing 
with  a  charm  no  one  else  con  command — I  mean  by  print- 
ii^  first  some  of  the  most  popular  poetry  of  our  own  time. 
Of  course,  even  Sir  Walter's  poems  have  scarcely  as  yet 
come  into  familiar  contact  with  the  lower  classes  of 
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readers.  The  Minstrelsy  of  the  Border  ought  surely  to 
be  the  moat  popnlar  work  in  the  world  among  auch 
readeis,  if  it  were  simply  cut  down  bo  as  to  exclude  the 
ballads  that  are  not  good,  but  only  curious,  and  the  more 
technically  antiquarian  part  of  the  notes. 

"  I  think,  in  order  to  keep  yourself  as  free  as  possible, 
the  title  might  perhaps  stand  '  Constable's  Weekly  Mis- 
cellany; or  Select  Works  of  British  Authors,  chiefly 
Modem/  stating  in  your  advertisement  or  prospectus  the 
general  purposes  and  plan  of  the  whole  work, — this,  tatiier 
than  hinting  anything  about  '  readers  of  every  class'  on 
the  title-page  itself,  for  people  though  poor  need  not  have 
their  pover^  continually  thrown  in  their  faces. 

"  Another  su^estion  I  meant  to  make  was,  that  you 
should  get  a  readable  abridgment  of  M'Crie's  life  of 
Enox,  leaving  out  all  the  controversial  stuff  and  much  of 
the  angry  feeling, — the  mere  personal  history,  in  short,  of 
a  great  and  good  man,  whose  name  never  can  cease  to  be 
interesting  in  Scotland.  Perhaps  it  mi^t  be  well  to  have 
the  lives  of  Luther,  Calvin,  Knox,  and  some  others,  in  one 
or  mcne  volumes  tt^ther,  as  '  Lives  of  tiie  Beformers.' 
Perhaps  I  am  suggesting  a  thing  which  has  already  been 
done. 

"  I  also  thought  of  sn^esting  a  book  on  Bruce  and 
Wallace's  history,  but  on  consideration  I  believe  that  had 
better  remain  for  a  romance  by  the  Author  of  Waverley. 
Certainly,  however,  I  am  of  opinion  that  much  is  to  be 
done  by  throwing  tiie  materials  of  history  into  the  ever 
attractive  form  of  biography.  This  I  am  sure  is  true,  and 
I  hope  you  will  think  of  it     I  hope  when  you  torn  over 
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the  Poetry  in  your  mind  yon  will  come  to  the  conclnsion 
ftbove  stated.  The  Drama,  in  like  manner,  has  never  been 
to  any  purpose  seUcted.  How  few  authors  do  to  publish 
sntire  now-a-days,  and  how  few  are  republished  in  any 
other  way ! 

"  This  age  has  two  propensities  in  literature  which  have 
not  as  yet  been  gratified  together — ^Uie  one  is  to  get  at  the 
marrow  of  the  matter  without  the  bone,  that  is,  to  have 
the  snbstonce  only  of  what  has  been  written ;  the  other  is 
to  have  as  much  as  possible  of  tiie  original  ntanner  of  the 
old  writera  Now,  abridgments  hitherto  leave  the  latter 
of  these  wishes  utterly  unsatisfied 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  must  curious  and  lastingly 
popular  book  of  extracts  &om  the  writers  of  Bri^h  his- 
tory might  be  made,  and  I  think  nothing  could  better  &11 
in  with  your  great  scheme. 

"  Another  poor  man's  book  that  oi^ht  to  be  done  is  a 
law-i(H^  You  will  perhaps  laugh  at  this ;  but  I  think, 
after  some  reflection,  you  will  agree  with  me  that  they  are 
at  present  curious  in  r^ard  to  such  subjects,  tiat  they 
ought  to  be  BO,  and  that  it  is  a  shame  they  have  not  the 
means  of  reading  what  concerns  them  all,  in  an  intelligible 
form.  I  have  pat  these  few  hints  on  paper,  but  should 
be  happy  to  have  another  conversation  with  yourself  any 
time  you  are  so  disposed. — Yours,  etc. 

."  J.  G.  LOOKHAKT." 

The  Tales  of  the  Cnuadera  appeared  early  in  June,  and 
on  the  26th  of  that  month  my  fother  writes  reassurii^ly 
to  Sir  Walter  of  the  favourable  reception  of  both  tales  by 


byGoogle 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  00N8TABLE.  317 

the  public,  and  enggesta  a  viait  to  Faiia  in  the  interest  of 
the  Life  erf  Napoleon,  now  definitely  aixanged  for : — 

"  Deab  Sm  Walteb, — ^You  will,  I  am  auie,  excuse  my 
troubling  you  with  two  lines  to  tell  you  sometbii^  of  the 
success  of  the  Crusaders — ^in  a  word,  it  is  very  great  All 
the  copies  we  reserved  for  sale  here  are  gone,  and  we  have 
been  obliged  to  order  back  some  of  those  sent  to  London, 
and,  what  is  not  leas  gratifying,  the  general  opinion,  so 
far  as  it  has  reached  me,  is  '  that  both  Tales  are  of  eiiual 
excellence.' 

"  I  have  been  thinlciBg  of  2Tap.,  and  I  know  yon  will  not 
be  offended  at  any  suggestion  I  may  venture  respecting 
it  Nothing  as  I  have  formerly  Yontored  to  say,  has  ever 
appeared  in  the  literary  world  to  excite  half  the  interest 
of  this  work,  and  I  am  tempted  to  suggest  your  taking 
a  quiet  trip  to  Fans  to  refresh  your  recollectioua  You 
could  move  over  after  yoor  visit  to  Ireland  without  much 
waste  of  time.  Mr.  Lockhart  could.  I  have  no  doubt, 
collect  many  useful  materials,  etc,  for  which  I  would 
request  permission  to  provide  the  means. 

"  This  matter  has  been  on  my  mind  for  a  good  many 
days,  and  I  cannot  longer  delay  putting  you  in  possessioa 
of  it  in  case  you  should  entertain  the  project — I  am,  etc, 

"  ASCHIBALD  COHSTABLE." 

'While  visiting  Miss  Edgeworth  in  July  of  this  year, 
Mr.  Lockhart  intimates  aa  follows  that  lady's  high  ap- 
proval of  the  plan  of  the  Miscellany,  and  her  willinguess 
to  aid  it : — 

"  EtKtwwotaaaKfWK,  J^  31,  182S. 

"  My  deab  Sir, — I  have  communicated  the  message 
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with  which  you  iDtruBted  me  to  Miss  Edgevorth,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  she  is,  as  I  prophesied  ahe  would 
not  fail  to  be,  delighted  with  your  great  scheme,  which 
she  says  is  equally  ingenioas,  wise,  patriotic  and  good. 
She  seems  anxious  to  contribute  to  the  work  aDj^thing 
which  you  should  point  out,  and  to  which  she  might  feel 
herself  able — which  last  proTiso  is  well  understood  by 
eveiybody  but  hersel£  I  have  no  doabt  you  may  easily 
prevail  on  her  to  give  you  her  name  for  the  Prospectus  in 
some  biographical  works,  or  series  of  tales.  But  besides, 
she  seems  extremely  desirous  to  see  whether  some  of  her 
'  popalar  tales '  could  not  be  got  into  the  work,  and  I  am 
Bure  would  write  to  Himtei  on  that  subject  if  you  should 
ask  her.  I  beg  you  will  at  all  events  forward  to  her  a 
proof  of  your  Prospectus. 

"  Miss  Edgeworth  is  going  to  Killamey  with  our  party 
to-morrow,  but  wUl,  I  suppose,  return  hither  in  a  few 
days.  Sir  Walter  Scott  is  as  well  as  I  ever  saw  bim  in 
health,  and  I  think  has  enjoyed  this  tour  as  one  of  the 
happiest  and  proudest  times  of  his  life.  Indeed,  to  see 
the  way  in  which  he  is  received  by  all  classes  has  elevated 
the  Irish  people  in  my  estimation  to  no  trivial  amount. — 
Believe  me,  etc,  J.  Q.  Lockha&t." 

From  Windermere,  on  Sunday  22d  August,  SirWaltor 
■writes : — 

"Mt  deae  Constable, — I  am  thus  far  on  my  way 
homeward,  and  shaU  be  at  Abbotsford  on  Saturday,  or  at 
furthest  Sunday  next  We  have  had  delightful  weather, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  a  most  interesting  expedition. 
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""WheD  I  get  home  I  ehall  be  anzions  to  get  to  work 
iostoiitly,  for  to  say  truth  t  am  tired  of  being  idle,  and 
thei^ora  I  wrote  to  you  to  forward  snch  books  as  you 
think  will  help  me  in  my  new  task.  It  will  be  also 
necessary  to  settle  the  form  of  the  work,  of  which  yon 
can  judge  better  than  L  I  can  only  say  I  would  sacrifice 
much  profit  to  the  certainty  of  getting  at  once  into  the 
hands  of  the  public,  who  in  this  case  will  judge  for  them- 
aelTes,  not  from  the  representations  or  misrepresentations 
ot  critics — for  I  am  pretty  sure  I  shall  offend  the  highfliers 
both  of  Whigs  and  Tories,  and  must  expect  treatment 
accordingly,  for  which  I  do  not  care,  so  they  let  me  have 
&ir  play  with  the  public.    • 

"  Yon  talked  of  my  revising  the  works  you  are  to  re- 
publish, which  I  will  do  with  care.  I  stay  here  to  spend 
a  couple  of  days  with  Mr.  CanniDg,  whom  I  find  in  high 
spirits,  and  who  looks  much  better  than  I  expected.  I 
shall  then  go  to  Mervells  for  r  day,  and  thereafter  return 
to  Abbotsford,  so  as  to  be  home  on  Friday  or  Saturday,  as 
I  said  before. — Yours  truly,  Walter  Scott." 
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Letter  from  CUefswood,  with  replf— Letter  to  Sir  Walter  Seott  4iMat  Life  of 
Napoleon  and  other  matteis— Letter  from  AbbotaToM— Annoanoenient  al 
aniTal  of  asTenty-seven  yolunie*  of  tlie  iloniteur—lhi  "  Miacalluil  "— 
PropoBod  dedication  to  the  King— Library  of  the  late  Qeoige  Chilmera. 

Oh  the  26th  of  August  Sir  Walter  reached  Abbotsford, 
and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Lockhart  addressed  my 
father  from  Chiefswood : — 

"Mt  dear  Sie, — We  reached  Tweedside  yesterday 
evening  in  safety,  after  our  long  and  pleasant  expedition, 
during  the  last  week  of  which  I  had  the  satisfoctiou  of 
seeing  Sir  Walter  along  with  Wordsworth,  Southey,  and 
the  other  lights  of  the  Lakes. 

"  I  hope  you  are  ere  long  to  be  at  Abbotsford,  and  per- 
haps here,  if  you  will  so  far  favour  us  ;  but  in  the  mean- 
time I  wished  to  tell  you  that  I  have  found  on  my  table 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Gleig,  in  which  he  intimates  his  general 
willingness  to  undertake  the  Life  of  Wellington,  about 
which  I  had  written  to  him  at  your  desire,  but  of  coarse 
he  is  as  yet  in  the  dark  as  to  materials,  extent,  etc., — in 
short,  as  to  all  matters  as  to  which  it  may  be  as  well  for 
you  and  him  to  communicate  directly  together.  Eia 
address  is, '  It«T.  Q.  R  G-leig,  Ashe,  near  Wingham,  Kent,' 
and  you  can  write  him  when  and  how  you  please. 
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"  I  hope  you  and  Miss  Edgeworth  have  been  ere  now 
in  correspondence. 

"  If  this  reaches  70a  in  Ediubni^h,  perhaps  yon  would 
take  the  trouble  and  desire  BaUantyne  to  send  me  the 
sheets  of  the  second  volume  of  Shakespeare,  in  so  far  as 
it  is  printed  off,  and  to  reconuuence  his  operations  as  soon 
as  possible. 

"  Hoping  then  to  see  you  very  soon,  I  remain,  etc., 
"  J.  G.  LOCKHAET." 

To  this  letter  my  father  sent  the  followii^  reply : — 
"  FoLTOir,  9d  September  182S. 

"  Mt  deaa  Sie, — I  was  particularly  obliged  by  your 
kind  letter  from  Edgeworthstown,  as  well  as  tiiat  which  I 
received  since  your  return  to  Ohiefewood.  You  have  in- 
deed had  a  most  interesting  excursion.  I  rejoice  that  Sir 
Walter  Scott  enjoyed  it  eo  much.  The  people  of  Ireland, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  appear  to  have  been  much  gratified; 
indeed,  the  numerous  paragraphs  in  newspapers  will 
afford  some  future  antiquary,  like  John  Kicholls,  materials 
for  what  may  be  entitled  Progresses,  etc 

"  I  have  been  labouring  to  make  the  prospectus  and 
contents  of  my  Miscellany  as  interesting  as  possible 
before  publishing  it.  There  are  still  one  or  two  things  to 
arrange  before  finally  submitting  it  to  you,  which  I  ex- 
pect to  do  in  a  few  days.  This  has  also  prevented  me 
from  writing  to  Miss  Edgeworth.  All  her  works  being 
the  property  of  London  booksellers,  there  is  no  chance  of 
my  being  able  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  using  any  of 
them ;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  fix  on  any  new  topic, 

VOL.  m.  X 
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in  which  ahe  would  Ukoly  eng^e,  bat  as  to  this  I  must 
have  the  favour  of  your  advice ;  I  also  delay  writiDg  to 
Mr.  Gleig  till  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeii^  you. 

""  I  wrote  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  a.  long  letter  on  Tuesday 
last,  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  which  I  am  surprised  had 
not  reached  Abbotsfoid  when  Mr.  B&Uantyne,  whom  I  saw 
yesterday,  left  it,  and  I  am  awaiting  a  ciJl  to  come  to 
visit  you.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  transmit  a  parcel  for 
Sir  Walter  by  Mr.  Hnntly  Gordon  on  Monday. 

"  If  you  will  be  so  good  ae  make  a  memorandum  of  any 
books  you  want  for  the  Life  of  Bums,  they  shall  be  im- 
mediately procured.'  I  have  been  greatly  disappointed  in 
not  being  able  to  convince  certain  London  booksellers  who 
hold  large  stocks  of  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley, 
that  my  plan  of  a  cheap  edition  would  not  injure  the  sale 
of  those  already  existing,'  and  have,  in  consequence,  been 
obliged  to  abandon  that  point  for  the  present  I  am  in 
hopes,  however,  of  being  able  to  bring  it  to  bear  ere  long, 
for  which  the  proo&  of  the  other  part  of  the  project  will 
in  the  meantime  pave  the  way.  I  cannot  tell  you  how 
much  mortified  I  feel  at  this  cross  circumstaiice,  which  I 
could  only  have  avoided  by  taking  upon  myself  a  respon- 
sibility which  it  may  be  prudent  to  avoid  All  these 
works  are  consequently  withdrawn  from  tiie  list,  but  I  do 
not  intend  telling  anybody  why  tiiey  are  so.  I  have  had, 
I  daresay,  twenty  editions  of  my  prospectus  since  I  saw 
you,  and  I  hope  you  will  allow  to  some  advantage  when 
yon  see  it.     If  you  are  to  be  in  town  before  we  have  a 

*  Mr.  Lockbart  had  i^p'eed  to  write  »  Life  of  Bobert  Bnmi  for 
Coiutable's  Miaoelbny.  *  See  htfira,  p.  363  tq. 
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chance  of  meeting  in  the  coontry,  I  hope  you  will  let 
me  know,  that  I  may  be  in  the  way. — I  am,  etc., 

"Aechibaid  Const  able." 

The  letter  above  referred  to,  addressed  to  Sir  Walter,  is 
as  follows,  and  offers  a  visit  at  Abbotsford : — 

Ma.  Constable  to  Sib  Waltee  Scott. 

"  PoLTOH,  SOlh  Avgtul  1825. 

"Dkab  Sik  Walter, — I  was  muoh  gratified  by  yoat 
letter  of  the  20th  from  the  Lakes.  I  wottld  have  written 
to  you  in  Ireland  had  anything  occurred  in  your  absence 
worth  the  trouble  of  your  receiving  a  letter  from  me. 

"  The  commission  which  I  seat  to  Paris  has  been 
executed,  and  I  looked  daily  for  a  large  case  of  books  con- 
tainii^  a  complete  set  of  the  Monitem;  and  every  other 
production  which  was  thought  likely  to  be  acceptable  for 
your  purpose.  I  have  not,  however,  received  any  memor- 
andum of  the  particulars.  The  announcement  of  the 
Memoirs  of  Napoleon  has  excited  the  interest  we  antici- 
pated, and  I  have  already  had  various  applications  on  the 
subject  of  French  and  German  editions,  about  which  there 
will  be  no  need  for  any  immediate  decision.  I  am  re- 
solved, as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  follow  out  every  measure 
calculated  to  insure  the  unrivalled  circulation  to  which 
all  concur  these  Memoirs  will  unquestionably  be  entitled, 
and  on  this  subject  I  shall  not  easily  be  diverted  from 
what  I  consider  Uie  beat  commercial  views — the  work  ig 
unlike  any  other,  and  will  therefore  admit  of  arrange- 
ments out  of  the  ordinary  routine. 

"  With  r^ard  to  the  size  and  form  of  printing,  I  would 
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now  respectfully  submit  my  views :  I  'vonld  commence 
with  an  edition  in  post  octavo,  the  ordinary  size,  bat  with 
a  page  a  degree  fuller  than  the  Tales  of  the  Crusadeia 
You  will,  perhaps,  have  occasional  notes  at  the  bottom, 
and  the  four  volumes  should  be  of  a  size  to  enable  us 
to  make  thiee  handsome  octavos,  which  hereafter  will  be 
the  standard  form  of  the  woit  I  am  still  of  the  opinion 
which  I  formerly  expressed,  that  we  should  have  three 
editions  in  diOerent  sizes  at  once,  if  not  on  the  eame  day, 
at  least  close  on  each  other,  and  this,  I  think,  can  be 
managed  to  be  safe  and  profitable,  hot  with  the  details  I 
need  not  at  present  trouble  you. 

"  I  had  various  conversatioQe  with  Mr.  Thomson  on  the 
subject  of  Napoleon's  conespondence  with  Josephine. 
Mr.  Thomson  communicated  with  Count  Flahault  for  me 
in  the  view  of  its  being  pnUiahed,  and  whether  the  letters 
could  not,  in  the  meantime,  be  rendered  accessible.  The 
publication,  it  seems,  under  any  circumstance,  is  by  no 
means  determined  on,  but  should  they  be  given,  the  price 
expected  is  five  thoosand  guineas,  which  I  should  imagine 
greatly  too  much.  I  have  an  enumeration  of  the  letters, 
&om  whence  written,  etc.     I  shall  subjoin  a  copy  of  it 

"  As  you  desired,  I  have  got  the  Pre&k>ry  Memoirs  and 
other  materials  composing  the  volumes  of  Miscellaneous 
Works  in  a  state  for  being  prepared  for  press,  which  I  shall 
forward  by  the  coach  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  shall 
then  write  to  you  any  particulars  that  may  occur  to  me  re- 
garding them.  Perhaps  you  might  find  it  agreeable  to  have 
the  whole  sent  to  the  printer  very  soon.  Th^  could  be 
brought  out  speedily,  as  litUe  or  no  delay  may  be  neces- 
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a&ry  in  regard  to  proof-ehe«ta.  I  regret  to  b&j  that  some 
dela;  mnat  take  place  in  mj  plan  of  reprinting  in  a  cheap 
form  the  Novels,  etc,  of  the  Author  of  Waverley.  The 
value  of  tiie  stock  on  hand  of  the  different  sizes  already 
pnhlished,  particularly  that  remaining  Trith  Hurst,  Bobin- 
son,  and  Ga,  is  far  greater  than  I  had  anticipated ;  and  as 
I  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  that  firm  that  the  nev 
project,  while  it  would  be  attended  with  immense  and 
new  advantages,  could  only  in  a  trifling  degree  interfere 
with  the  demand  for  the  existing  copies,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  abandon  the  project  for  the  present,  but  I 
expect  ere  long  the  preponderance  of  advantage  will  be 
seen,  and  the  plan  followed  up,  which  I  am  quite  confident 
would  have  been  successful  I  am  not,  however,  to  be 
discooroged  from  proceeding  in  the  publication  of  a  Weekly 
Mitcellany,  as  to  the  contents  of  which  I  am  willing  to 
think  I  have  been  veiy  Bucceseful  in  making  arrangements, 
and  I  hope  to  commence  by  putting  materials  into  Mr. 
BallanfTne's  hands  before  I  go  to  London,  which,  I  expect, 
wUl  be  in  the  course  of  next  month.  In  the  meantime, 
you  would  do  me  a  great  favour  if  I  could  be  permitted 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  personally  to  you  all  my 
views  on  this  matter,  the  details  of  which  would  be  too 
long  for  any  letter. 

"  Mr.  Lockhart  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  Miscellany. 
His  advice  has  already  been  of  the  greatest  use  to  me,  and 
I  am  anxious  also  to  confer  further  with  him  about  it. 
With  these  views  I  would  be  happy  to  wait  upon  you  any 
day  after  Saturday  first. 

"  Archibald  Constable." 
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SiE  Walter  Scott  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  Abbotstobd,  Friday,  Ilk  St^Umber. 

"Dear  Constable, — I  am  here  once  mora  stationaiy, 
and  received  your  letter  yesterday.  I  waat  to  get  to 
work  ag&in  as  soon  as  possible,  for  idleness  does  not  suit 
me.  I  cannot  however  call  myself  idle,  since  I  am  read- 
ily and  writing  Notes.  I  shall  be  very  desirous  to  have 
die  books  as  soon  as  possible. 

"James  Ballantyne  is  also  very  hungry  for  business, 
and  I  beg  of  you  to  lend  him  a  share  just  now,  which  we 
may  pay  back  another  day  in  some  equivalent  piece  of 
kindness.  I  will  be  glad  to  have  the  Prefatory  Memoirs, 
and  with  a  note  of  the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be  pub- 
lished. They  will  occupy  my  leisure  veiy  well  just  now 
before  I  set  seriously  to  the  Memoirs.'  I  should  therefore 
wish  to  have  them  without  delay  published. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  your  talent  and  experience  will 
hit  on  the  best  possible  mode  of  publishing  the  Memoirs. 
I  am  in  my  own  secret  soul  a  little  a&aid  of  quartos,  but 
you  know  the  matter  best,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
resign  myself  to  your  better  judgment,  well  aware  that 
you  will  consider  the  credit  of  the  work  and  author  as 
more  important  than  any  immediate  pecuniary  advantage. 

"I  am  sorry  you  find  obetacles  to  executing  your 
admirable  plan  of  the  Miscellany.  I  shall  be  happy  to 
talk  the  matter  over  with  yon,  and  for  that  and  many 
other  reasons  of  good-fellowship  I  embrace  your  kind 
offer  of  coming  here,  and  will  be  most  happy  to  receive 
'  Sir  Walter  liere  refen  to  the  Fnf&tory  Memoira  reprinted  io  bis 
MitcellMiMiiu  Wortu,  and  to  Memoin  of  Napoleon  BuoiupMrte. 
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you  OQ  Wednesday,  which  day  I  only  name  becaose 
Monday  migbt  be  too  early  for  you.  Tuesday  is  the 
Foreat  Club.  If  Mrs,  Conatable  can  accompany  you, 
lAdy  Scott  will  be  delighted  to  see  her,  and  claims,  I 
think,  a  promise  of  the  kind. 

"  Milliken  of  Dublin  was  to  send  a  considerable  package 
of  books  for  me  under  the  change  of  your  house.  Ate 
there  any  tidings  of  it  yet  ?  I  want  much  the  memoirs 
of  S^nr,  not  those  lespectiog  the  Buseian  campaign, 
which  I  have,  but  the  memoirs  of  S^gnr  the  father,  who 
was  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  to  Buonaparte.  His  per- 
sonal access  to  the  Emperor  must  have  given  him  many 
opportunities  to  see  and  record. 

"  I  want  also  to  see  a  book  called  '  To-day  in  Ireland,' 
much  spoken  of  in  that  country.  There  is  also  an  old 
picture,  an  original,  I  think,  of  Jamie  VL,  coming  to  youi 
chai^  in  a  box.  I  wish  you  would  open  it,  and  see 
whether  it  would  be  worth  while  to  have  it  a  little  re- 
paired and  framed. 

"  Our  post-hours  here  are  alto^d,  and  the  day's  post 
reaches  me  betwixt  four  and  five  Fjc ;  this  for  in- 
formation. 

"  I  will  ask  Lockhart  to  meet  you  on  Friday. — Yoiurs 
truly.  Waiter  Scott." 

The  two  following  letters  announce,  inter  alia,  the  arrival 
of  seventy-seven  volumes  of  the  MoToieur!  and  give  a 
cheerful  view  of  the  prospects  of  the  Miscellany : — 

"PoiTOK,  20tt  StpletabfT  1826, 

"  Dkah  SiK  Walteb, — ^Tou  will,  I  hope,  have  received 


byGoogle 


328  SIR  WALTSn  SCOTT. 

a  parcel  oontaimng  the  books  from  Paris.  There  are 
others  expected  daily.  The  set  of  the  Moniteur  has  at 
last  amved,  commenciiig  in  June  1789,  and  continued  to 
December  1623,  in  70  volimies,  with  7  volumes  of  aoalyaiB, 
tables,  etc,  in  all  77  volumes.  The  first  volume  has  been 
sent  out  by  the  coach,  the  others  go  by  the  earner  to- 
morrow. Perhaps  you  might  not  ultimately  desire  to 
retain  this  bulky  article,  which  would  be,  I  should  think, 
acceptable  to  the  Advocates'  Library.  There  was  a  similar 
paper  published  in  Germany,  the  title  of  which  I  forgets 
that  contains  many  docnments  which  did  not  find  tbeir 
way  into  the  MoniUur,  and  of  which  also  I  expect  to  pro- 
cure you  a  copy. 

"I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  some  of  the 
articles  for  the  Miscellaneous  Worts,  but  I  expect  to  get 
most  of  them  before  I  go  to  London,  which  I  trust  may 
be  about  the  end  of  next  week.  The  printing  of  Paul'a 
Letters  is  well  advanced,  and  the  additional  appendix  will 
be  required  as  soon  as  possible.  Feiiiaps  you  wiU  be 
good  enough  to  send  me  a  few  lines,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Captain  Hall,  on  the  subject  of  Lady  Delance/s  Narra- 
tive, which  would  form  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the  . 
volume,' 

"  You  would  be  surprised  at  my  making  no  allusion  to 
your  letter  of  7th  September,  when  I  was  at  Abbotsford. 
The  fact  is  you  had  addressed  it  London  instead  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  I  did  not  receive  it  till  the  day  after  my 
return  here.  I  am  glad  to  say  I  have  had  it  in  my  power 
to  send  BaUantyne  two  or  three  jobs  within  the  last 
>  Dm  y(J.  u.  f.  473  *^. 
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week— one  of  them  the  History  of  the  Picts,  by  our  old 
friend  Bitson.  Shakespeare  is  getting  on,  and  Captain 
Hall'a  ■V<^age8  for  my  MiaceUany  will  be  in  hand  early 
next  month.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  receive  yonr  com- 
mJsaions  for  London.  I  shall  have  my  eye  on  materials 
for  the  new  work.  There  are,  I  should  think,  pretty  full 
lists  of  publications  in  Watt's  ^bliotheca,  which  might 
assist  me,  if  I  knew  what  you  already  possess. — I  am,  ete., 

"  AkCHIBAID  CONaTABLB." 

Ma  CoHSTASLE  to  SiR  Wai-tks  Scott. 

"LoNiwir,  llih  Oclober  1835. 

"  Deab  Sm  Waites, — I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending 
you  along  with  this  the  books  as  per  list  enclosed ;  there 
are  some  others  on  the  same  subject  which  I  expect  to 
procure  inunediately. 

"  I  arrived  here  last  week,  and  I  am  truly  glad  to  inform 
yon  that  my  plan  of  a  Weekly  Miscellany  meets  with 
great  approbation,  and  I  can  now  proceed  in  the  project 
with  considerable  confidence  as  to  its  success  and  general 
utility.  There  wiD  doubtless  be  many  imitators  of  my 
scheme,  but  I  must  endeavour  to  meet  riTaLship  by  the 
most  active  exertions.  My  list  of  publications  in  the 
meantime  gives  general  satisfaction ;  indeed,  I  am  most 
Sanguine  that  the  publication  will  extend  itself  throughout 
the  country,  because  I  shall  take  care  that  no  work  shall 
appear  in  it  that  is  not  of  first>rate  excellence,  or  that  can 
at  any  time  give  offence  to  the  friends  of  good  order  and 
good  conduct,  and  with  this  view  I  shall  exclude  alt<^ther 
all  books  of  controversy  in  religion  and  politica    The  snc- 
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cess  of  my  Miscellany  will,  I  trust,  have  a  beneficial  effect 
in  cutting  off  the  trash  vhich,  in  the  shape  of  books,  is  now 
ciiculated  by  persons  without  either  character  or  good 
principles  all  over  the  country,  and  who  not  un&equently 
lend  their  influence  in  promoting  the  sale  of  cheap  books 
to  corrupt  men's  minds  and  create  mischief.  I  need  not, 
I  am  sure,  repeat  to  you  how  much  I  feel  interested  in 
the  success  of  this  my  favourite  scheme,  viewing  it  not 
only  as  a  commercial  undertaking,  but  as  one  which,  I 
hope,  will  tend  to  promote  the  moral  and  intellectual 
improvement  of  the  people.  The  sale  of  cheap  books  in 
this  country  is  at  present  carried  on  to  an  extent  altogetiier 
astonishing,  but  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  most 
inferior  class  of  traders. 

"  An  idea  has  been  strongly  working  in  my  mind  for 
some  months,  but  I  can  hardly  now  muster  couiage  to 
mention  it.  It  is  a  dedication  to  the  King.  I  do  not 
mean  a  mere  inscription  ;  but  such  an  address  as  should 
explain  the  nature  and  object  of  the  undertaking  in  suit- 
able language,  addressing  the  King  as  the  real  Mend  of 
knowledge,  the  enlightened  promoter  of  the  progress  of 
intelligence  among  all  classes,  as  the  head  of  the  world  of 
letters,  and  this  at  a  moment  when  all  parties  are  agreed 
as  to  the  propriety  of  diffusing  useful  knowledge.  Thus 
I  could  wish  to  approach  the  throne.  By  a  patronage  so 
iUostrious  and  condescending,  I  conceive  the  most  decided 
and  extensive  popularity  would  at  once  be  secured  for  my 
work ;  but  1  have  Qo  channel  to  ascertain  whether  an 
application  on  the  subject  would  be  likely  to  meet  with 
the  royal  favour,  and  I  know  not  how  I  am  to  set  about 
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it.  I  am  already  in  every  way  so  greatly  indebted  to  yoo, 
that  I  am  unwilling,  even  importaDt  aa  the  present  matter 
may  b^  to  increase  your  trouble ;  yet  it  would  be  confer- 
ring the  highest  obligatioo  on  me  if  you  would  have  the 
goodness  to  advise  or  guide  me  in  this  interesting  and 
most  important  affair.  I  intend  the  publication  to  com- 
mence on  the  1st  of  January,  and  to  begin  with  Captain 
Basil  Hall's  account  of  Loo-Choo.  I  trauamit  herewith  a 
specimen  of  the  manner  of  printing,  etc.,  which  I  believe 
yon  have  not  yet  seen. 

"  I  trust  to  your  usual  kindness  in  forgiving  the  freedom 
which  I  now  use,  and  I  am,  etc., 

"Abchibalo  Const  able." 

Mr.  Constable  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"PowoK,  Noventbtr  11(A,  I82B. 

"  Deas  Sib  Walter, — You  have,  I  trust,  received  sundry 
parcels  of  French  books  which  I  forwarded  from  London. 
I  returned  on  Monday  evening  well  pleased  with  the  suc- 
cess of  my  journey.  I  was  beset  with  inquiries  of  every 
sort  and  degree  respecting  a  certain  nameless  forthcoming 
vork.^  The  demand  will  quite  justify  my  sanguine 
expectations. 

"  I  have  secured  la^  orders  for  the  Miscellany,  the 
plan  of  which  continues  to  meet  with  almost  universal 
approbation.  My  anxiety  increases  as  to  the  Dedication,* 
which  would  be  a  powerful  aid. 

>  Wood«tock. 

■  The  propoMd  dediotioti  of  the  MbceUaay  to  hii  Majetty  George  it. 
WM  kcceptad,  vul  on  the  20th  December  Sir  Walter,  who  hid  nego- 
tiated the  matter,  wrote  to  my  father  to  annonnoe  the  fact 
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"  I  am  confining  myself  here  for  a  day  or  two  till  I 
overcome  a  slight  attack  of  gout  in  one  of  my  feet,  hat 
expect  to  he  in  Princes  Street  in  the  h^nning  of  next 
veek,  and  troahle  you  at  present  with  these  few  lines  to 
account  for  your  not  seeing  me  in  town. 

"  It  will,  I  am  sure,  give  you  infinite  pleasure  to  know 
that  I  have  secured  for  Scothtnd  the  entire  library  and 
manuscript  coUectiona  of  the  late  Mr.  Chalmers,*  the 
details  respecting  which  would  he  too  tedious  for  a  letter, 
hut  I  will  communicate  the  whole  to  you  at  meetii^.  In 
the  meantime  the  matter  will  remain  hetween  ourselves, 
there  heing  some  circumstances  connect«d  with  the  pro- 
perly which  render  it  advisable  that  it  should  be  so  jnst 
for  the  present 

"  "When  I  left  London  there  was  a  considerable  gloom  in 
the  commercial  world  owii^  to  some  extensive  ^ures ; 
more  were  expected,  and  there  appeared  a  sort  of  distrust 
and  more  general  want  of  confidence  than  I  have  had 
occasion  to  hear  of  at  any  former  time.  Literature,  how- 
ever, thrives  in  the  midst  of  all  this. — I  am,  etc, 

"  AacHiBALD  Constablr" 

>  With  regard  to  thia  axj  father  wm  diwppointed. — Sea  ante,  toI  i 
p.  460. 
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Shadow*  btgin  to  fall— Eztnot  lattar  from  Jouph  Ogle  Bobtiuon,  irith  my 
I«t}ieT's  reply — Hr.  Robinaon'j  ipacnlatloiu  In  the  rtock-muketi — He 
acknowledges  the  amioimoement  of  a  Lite  of  Napoleon— Plan  of  Con- 
rtaUe'e  Miacellany  eiponndad  to  Hr.  Robluon — Se  objeoti  to  tlta  llitiO' 

dnction  of  the  Waverley  Novela,  which  an  accotdiugly  wlthdrawiL 

The  day  was  now  near  at  hand  when  by  the  reckless 
specnlatioD  of  parties  in  close  commercial  connexion  with 
Archibald  Constable  and  Company,  not  only  was  the  ruin 
to  be  conBummated  of  that  firm,  and  of  James  Ballantyne 
and  Co.,  bnt, — in  consequence  of  his  unfortunate  pecuniary 
relation  to  both, — Sir  Walter  Scott,  the  darling  of  the 
public,  was  to  be  stripped  of  the  splendid  fortune  which 
his  genius  had  acquired  for  him,  and  to  be  made  liable  for 
debts  with  which  he  ought  to  have  had  no  concern. 

For  several  years  money  had  been  unusually  plentiful, 
and  under  the  name  and  form  of  Joint-Stock  Companies 
innumerable  schemes  and  projects  had  been  devised  for 
its  profitable  employment.  The  result  was  in  the  end 
disastrous,  and,  as  Mr.  Lockhart  says,^  "  when  it  was 
rumoured  that  this  great  bookseller,  or  print«r,  had  be- 
come a  principal  holder  of  South  American  mining  shares 
— that  another  was  the  leading  director  of  a  railway  com- 
pany— a  third  of  a  gas  company — while  a  fourth  house 
had  risked  about  £100,000  in  a  cast  upon  the  most 
>  See  Life,  voL  vi.  p.  103. 


byGoogle 


3»  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

capricioiifi  of  all  agricultural  products — hops,  it  was  no 
wonder  that  bankers  should  begin  to  calculate  balances 
and  pause  npou  discounts." 

We  cannot  more  appropriately  lead  up  to  our  sad  cata- 
etrophe  than  by  quotations  fiDva  tbe  correBpondence  of 
tny  father's  honse  with  that  of  their  London  egenta, 
Messrs.  Hurst,  Robiuson,  and  Co.,  and  more  especially 
from  the  letters  that  passed  between  himself  and  Mr. 
Eobinson,  the  moat  active  member  of  the  London  firm. 
In  the  course  of  1825  Messrs.  Hurst,  Kobinsou,  and  Co. 
effected  a  removal  from  No.  90  Cbeapside  to  veiy  extensive 
premises  at  the  comer  of  Waterloo  Place  and  Pall  MaU, 
where  they  contemplated  engaging  largely  in  the  sale  of 
engravings  as  well  as  of  books,  a  project  with  which  my 
father  did  not  sympathize.  On  the  26th  December  1 834 
Mr.  BobinsoQ  wroto  a  lettor  of  eighteen  pages,  from  which 
I  shall  here  give  an  extract : — 

"...  You  never  object  to  a  little  trade  news,  therefore 
I  may  venture  to  amuse  myself  by  relatii^  what  is  now 
most  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Iiondon  trade.  On  the 
16th  Mr.  Murray  had  his  annval  sale,  which  always 
excites  considei-able  interest,  being  only  annual,  and  con- 
taining so  many  new  books,  as  well  as  a  great  many  re- 
maindeis.  Lord  Byron's  works  sold  very  well ;  much  better 
than  they  have  done  for  the  last  two  years.  The  Sketch- 
Book  sold  most  wonderfully,  as  well  as  the  Domestic 
Cookery.  The  remainders  sold  for  very  little  above  waste, 
though  most  of  these  books  were  published  within  the 
last  eighteen  mouths ;  and  in  my  opinion,  if  Mr.  Murray 
had  sold  50  out  of  500,  and  wasted  450,  he  would  have 
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put  more  money  in  hia  pocket.  The  new  books  were  sold 
7^  to  16  per  cent  and  20  per  cent  under  sale;  bat  I 
think  generally  he  did  not  sell  half  the  nnmber  I  have 
osoally  taken  of  your  books.  We  had  a  very  namexoas 
company  indeed,  and  according  to  my  view  of  the  business 
of  the  day  property  was  sold  to  the  amount  of  £20,000. 
.  .  .  Had  the  writer  of  this  been  in  the  humour  for  re- 
maindere,  he  vould  have  bought  eveiy  lot,  they  sold  so 
very  low ;  but  I  have  now  dosed  my  buying-book  until  I 
am  settled  at  the  West  End,  unless  it  may  be  a  few  lota 
&om  A.  C.  and  Co. 

"...  You  wiU  herewith  receive  a  partacnlar  statement 
of  our  entire  stock  of  all  your  publications  except  the 
most  important  ones,  the  Encyclc^uedia  and  the  Supple- 
ment, and  the  delivery  of  both  these  is  ^  so  very  imper- 
fect that  I  have  no  particular  state  of  the  stock  to  offer ; 
but  this  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  we  not  granted 
bills  before  the  completion  of  the  deliveries ;  and  I  am 
Bate  these  books  ought  to  have  been  entirely  delivered 
long  long  ago. 

"  This  hint,  I  trust,  will  be  sufficient,  and  I  may  now 
observe  to  you  that  I  have  lately  been  doing  very  great 
things  indeed  with  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  20  vols. 
It  has  been  well  advertised  in  all  the  provincial  papers  in 
all  the  laige  towns  in  the  kingdom,  and  I  have  done  more 
with  it  the  last  six  months  than  I  ever  did  before,  and  in 
London  it  is  advertised  by  one  or  other,  at  one  price  or 
other,  every  day ;  and  what  I  might  spend  on  the  Timts 
newspaper  I  am  giving  in  credit  and  odd  books  to  the 
London  trade,  who  are  driving  it  about  daily,  and  I  shall  ere 
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long  have  a  very  fovourable  report  to  give  yoa  of  this 
Tork ;  bat  tbe  Supplement  I  can't  say  so  much  for,  and 
the  trath  is,  this  votk  has  never  yet  been  advertised  as  a 
complete  woilc  in  6  vols.,  and  the  fragment  that  ia  yet 
wanted  tends  greatly  to  injure  the  sole.  Pray  do  give  na 
instroctions  to  advertise  tka  Supplement,  and  that  will  do 
US  all  gieat  good 

"  The  Novels  Eind  Tales,  etc,  by  the  Author  of  Waver- 
ley  : — yon  will  find  our  stock  immenae,  of  the  detached 
books  most  particularly,  as  we  are  not  now  selling  as 
many  of  them  annually  as  will  pay  tbe  interest  of  the 
stock  at  the  very  reduced  rates  at  which  I  valued  them  in 
our  last  balance ;  and  I  need  hardly  tell  you  they  are 
valued  much,  very  much,  under  cost,  and  I  am  very 
anxious  to  reduce  this  part  of  our  stock,  but  it  will 
be  difBcuIt  to  be  done  without  injury  to  some  of  us. 
However,  something  must  be  done  in  the  course  of  the 
coming  year.  Some  of  these  works,  of  which  we  have 
only  about  300,  and  you  not  above  fiO,  wUl  go  at  regular 
sale  price,  but  in  those  instances  where  our  stock  of  a 
work  exceeds  1000  copies,  I  fancy  we  shall  need  to  make 
a  greater  sacrifice  t^an  we  have  yet  done  in  order  to  re- 
duce tbe  stock  :  therefore  the  one  must  payfor  the  other, 
and  as  your  stock  is  so  veiy  small,  the  best  thing  you  can 
do  to  aid  UB  is  to  keep  to  sale  price,  as  youi  sale  for  them 
is  certain,  and  if  the  price  is  kept  up  in  small  quantities 
it  is  much  easier  for  as  to  effect  sales  for  quantities  of  say 
26  or  60  at  a  time,  by  giving  a  lat:ger  allowance. 

"  With  this  stock  before  you  of  this  author's  works — 
above  £40,000, — I  think  yon  will  not  consider  it  unreason- 
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able  our  expectiog  the  Crnsaders  on  terms  stmilai  to  vhat 
we  bad  them  in  former  days.  You  must  also  bear  Id  mind 
that  yon  have  sU  the  Irish  trade,  greater  part  of  which  we 
formerly  had.  If  you  think  proper  we  will  take  1080  . 
Novels  and  Tales,  16  vols.  12mo,  and  the  Crusaders,  as 
offered  by  us  lately,  without  any  other  books ;  but  on  any 
less  advantageous  terms  I  think  you  must  admit  with  our 
present  stock  it  would  be  imprudent  in  us  to  purchase. 
I  think  you  will  also  admit  that  no  otiier  house  in  London 
would  have  speculated  to  the  extent  we  have  done  in  one 
author's  works,  and  we  are  surely  entitled  to  some  little 
indulgence  and  liberal  terms  on  this  ground ;  and  further, 
I  mi^t  remark  that  our  now  taking  1080  Novels  and 
Tales,  16  vols.  12mo,  is  very  ditTerent  to  taking  the  first 
1000  ;  the  trade  and  the  public  are  both  supplied,  and 
the  demand  naturally  reduced  very  much.  I  don't  think 
the  author  is  less  popular  than  ever,  but  it  is  certain  that 
the  set-booka  begin  now  to  affect  the  sale  of  every  new 
work  in  its  detached  form, — I  would  venture  to  say  at 
least  to  the  extent  of  1000  copies,  however  good  the  book 
may  be ;  and  this  is  not  a  speculative  opinion,  but  one 
formed  on  actual  experience  of  (acks. 

"  Scott's  Poetry,  8vo ;  I  have  lately  had  25  in  exchange 
from  Longman  to  reduce  their  stock,  and  I  should  like  to 
treat  with  you  for  a  new  edition  on  terms  similar  to 
the  Miniature  Poetry.  I  would  always  rather  purchase 
an  entire  edition  than  a  portion  of  it,  and  this  plan  I 
should  like  to  adopt  with  your  new  Pocket  Lyre,  etc. — 
Scott's  Shakespeare :  pray  how  do  you  stand  about  this 
laUer  book,  and  when  is  it  likely  to  appear  ?     I  have  some 

VOL.  IIL  T 


byGoogle 


338  SIB  WALTER  SCOTT. 

Shakespeare  speculatiooa  on  the  carpet,  aud  would  make 
them  in  some  meaaure  Bubaervient  to  your  greater  works. 
I  ought  to  remark  that  the  miniature  books  have  not  gone 
as  well  as  you  and  I  contemplated ;  but  if  we  could  but 
first  give  the  detached  Novels  a  drive,  then  I  think  we 
could  drive  the  miniature  books  by  bringing  them  for- 
ward in  parts.  We  have  sold  nearly  9000  of  The  Liteiaiy 
Sonveoir,  and  it  is  selling  daily.  Kext  year  we  shall 
make  it  a  gem  indeed,  with  the  aid  of  Lawrence,  Willde, 
Leslie,  etc  etc 

"  This  you  will  consider  a  tedious  epistle,  but  I  must 
give  you  another  letter  shortly,  with  my  remarks  on  the 
other  parts  of  our  stock  of  your  publications ;  perhaps 
it  may  accompany  this  parcel. 

"  With  the  compliments  of  the  season,  believe  me,  my 
dear  Sir,  yours  most  &ithfully,  J.  0.  BoBUtsON. 

"  To  A.  Constable,  Esq." 

The  following  reply  from  my  father,  written  s  monUi 
later,  wiU,  I  believe,  be  read  with  interest  Humours 
of  Mr.  Eoblnson's  discursive  "  speculations  "  had  evidently 
reached  Edinburgh,  and  enterprising  as  he  himself  was 
in  literary  undertakings,  my  fathei's  pecuniary  specula- 
tions were  rigidly  confined  to  these,  and  be  desired  to 
discount  in  his  correspondent  all  interference  with  risks 
outside  their  sphere  : — 

"  PoLTON  House,  25th  Jantutry  1825. 

"  Mt  deab  Sib, — Tour  long  aud  important  letter  of 
Christmas-day  has  met  due  consideration,  though  it  has 
not  been  sooner  entirely  in  my  power  to  reply  to  it 

"  The  account  of  Mr.  Murray's  sale  interested  me  mud). 
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He  must  have  made  many  sacrifices,  I  preamne,  and  will 
have  shown  the  fallibility  of  the  greatest  publishers.  I 
am  not  altt^ther  of  yoni  opinion  that  it  ia  better  to  waste 
lai^ly  than  sell  dieap  and  largely.  I  don't  think  either 
plan  BO  good  as  laying  books  up  snngly  in  a  wai-ehouse 
and  clearing  it  out  oocaaionally — at  t^e  distance  of  years 
perhaps.  This  would  at  least  be  my  plan,  if  I  could 
afford  it.  The  choice  of  books  is  no  doubt  very  difficult. 
I  have  never  ya  had  occadon  to  sell  ao  cheap  as  waste 
any  great  proportion  of  what  I  could  call  my  own  books. 
A  cheap  list,  as  I  think  I  once  said  before,  is,  in  my 
estimation,  a  perfect  hydra  to  literary  enterprise.  There 
is  no  BOMiX  skill  necessary  in  the  selection  of  subjects  for 
publication,  and  there  is  not  less  discrimination  necessary 
in  the  disposal  of  the  booka  My  advice  would  be  to 
have  no  cheap  list,  and  to  render  books  waste  paper  as 
seldom  as  possible.  Experience  is  necessary  in  moat 
branches  of  bosinesa  ;  it  is  unquestionably  so  in  regulating 
the  sale  of  books ;  as  to  this  I  have  yet  much  to  learn.  I 
should  Uke  to  see  Murray's  Catalogue,  marked.  When  an 
opportunity  occurs  you  will  perhaps  send  it  down  to  me. 

"  The  affair  of  lAnghorne's  Plutarch  does  not  surprise 
me ;  but  many  thanks  for  the  history  of  our  young  Mend 
— he  can  make  money,  but  often  in  a  short-sighted  way, 
I  fear.  To  be  sure,  life  ia  short,  he  will  say,  and  it  is  wise 
to  make  the  money  while  he  finds  gulls  to  fiimish  means 
of  doing  BO.  Much  Stock  Exchange  jobbing  is  nearly  as 
bad.  I  hear  afnetid  of  mme  tries  his  hand  occasionally 
in  this  way.  I  ebonld  like  the  profits,  but  I  neither  de- 
sire tiie  risk  of  loss  nor  the  demoralization  of  mind  &om 
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one's  own  more  proper  pursuits,  wbioh  in  my  opinioD  such 
gambling  erer  leads  to — and  we  b&ve  nil  heard  of  the 
fate  of  the  OoMsmids  and  othera,  even  of  the  most 
fortunate. 

"The  airangements  you  mention  of  your  bouse  of 
business  in  Fall  Mall  I  have  do  doubt  will  tend  much  to 
your  comfort,  and  enable  you  completely  to  sepaiate  the 
print  and  book  concerns.  I  presume  the  terms  yon  get 
for  Cheapside  very  fair,  and  your  plan  of  selling  off 
£10,000  on  the  premises  after  you  quit  them  is  excellent 
You  have  not  said  anjrthing  of  the  amount  of  oatlay 
for  the  new  concern. 

"The  print  of  Little  Eed  Biding-Hood  is  very  beauti- 
ful. I  like  the  et^raving  better  than  the  figure — the 
head  and  face  represent  a  young  woman,  the  under  part 
that  of  a  child.  The  head  of  the  Duke  of  York  is  excel- 
lent ;  but  who  buys  such  ? — this  to  me,  like  many  other 
things  in  the  present  day,  is  altogether  incomprehensible. 
I  can  admire  them,  however,  and  feel  much  indebted  to 
you  for  thinking  of  me  in  this  way  occasionally.  While 
on  this  subject  I  may  mention  that  I  have  arranged  that 
no  print  shall  be  made  from  Leslie's  fine  picture  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott  for  seven  years.  I  hope  yon  had  a  glimpse 
of  it.  There  is  a  head  of  Sir  Walter  doing  here  by 
Walker,  from  Sir  H.  Saebum's  last  picture.  It  is  merely 
of  the  head  size,  I  believe. 

"  With  regard  to  the  Encyclopedia,  I  am  most  happy 
the  sale  continues  to  be  so  good ;  indeed,  I  have  no  fear 
as  to  the  ultimate  result  of  that  purchase.  The  copies 
still  to  send — ^your  odd  volumes,  etc. — are  making  up. 
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There  has  been  a  person  engaged  on  this  matter  for  many 
months,  and  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  disturb  the 
books  till  he  has  advanced  a  little  farther.  He  shall  do 
nothing  else  till  the  whole  is  completed,  and  this,  I  hope, 
may  be  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  I  expect  a  good 
many  sets  may  be  made  up  when  the  odd  parts  here  are 
added  to  those  in  your  hands.  On  the  subject  of  adver- 
tising, I  would  merely  add  that^onr  mode  is  no  donbt  ft 
Bnbstantial  one ;  but  advertisements  in  the  ordinary  way,  in 
newspapers,  you  may  depend  on  it,  alwayt  pay.  You  may 
think  otherwise,  and  be  told  otherwise ;  but  I  say — ad- 
vertise judiciously  and  you  will  never  foil  to  reap  the 
benefit. 

"  The  want  of  these  few  pages  of  the  Supplement  bo 
long  is'  a  sad  botheration ',  they  are  now,  I  hope,  forth- 
coming. The  instant  they  are  so,  Uiis  book  must  have 
the  most  vigorous  advertising.  It  is  worthy  of  the  best 
consideration  all  of  us  can  give  to  the  subject,  and  tiiMet 
have  it.  The  sale  will  then,  I  hope,  be  what  the  most 
sanguine  of  us  could  wish  it  In  the  meantime  the  book 
has,  I  trust,  been  doing  well.  It  is  the  most  valuable 
collection  of  treatises  ever  combined  in  one  work. 
The  moment  the  additional  pages  are  ready  you  shall 
hear  from  ns  as  to  advertising. 

"  Your  stock  of  the  Novels,  etc.,  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  is  very  great,  but  your  sales  have  been  immense. 
Of  the  books  published  since  you  went  to  Cheapside,  I 
&ncy  the  amount  must  be  nearly  £100,000,  independent 
of  the  sets.  I  have  thought  long  and  seriously  of  some 
plan  for  getting  rid  of  the  greater  part  of  the  remainders 
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of  these  books.  If  I  had  yoa  a  week  here  quietly  beside 
me,  I  tliink  I  might  devise  something  of  the  kind  I 
have  snndiy  plans  in  cogitation,  which  I  cannot  just  jet 
commit  to  writing.  The  seta  of  different  sizes  are  all 
excellent  piopertj,  and  in  estimating  your  stock,  each 
size  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  separate  book,  and  not  as 
the  writings  of  one  aathor.  Thus  the  octavo  edition. 
Lord  Byron's  Works ;  the  foolscap  size,  Geoffrey  Crayon ; 
the  miniatwre  (as  your  Worship  calls  them),  Lindley 
Murray,  Maugnall's  Questions,  and  Domestic  Cookery. 

"  I  am  much  disappointed  that  the  small  size  baa  not 
gone  off  so  well  as  we  calculated ;  but  remember,  my  good 
sir,  you  printed  the  books  according  to  my  plan,  and  yon 
adopted  your  own  plan  in  selling  them.  Something  must 
yet  be  done  in  the  vay  originally  devised ;  bat  it  will 
require  no  small  consideration  how  to  set  about  it  I  may 
enlighten  you,  perhaps,  a  little  as  to  this  next  time  we 
meet.  The  prices  of  all  these  books  must  be  kept  up,  or 
much  much  damage  will  follow. 

"  With  r^ard  to  the  terms  for  The  Grusadera — number 
to  be  taken  by  you,  etc.,  I  really  find  I  have  nothing  new 
to  remark.  We  cannot  give  15  per  cent  discount  on  any 
account  whatever.  It  is  altogether  unreasonable  your 
desiring  such  on  an  article  actually  sold  before  it  reaches 
you.  As  to  the  old  affair  of  exchange  for  Peveril,  you 
are  still  farther  wrong.  We  were  to  give  you  books  then 
existing,  not  to  eanst.  If  your  rule  were  to  be  followed, 
you  might  with  equal  propriety  have  insisted  on  taking 
payment  in  the  first  copies  of  The  Crusaders,  or  any  of 
the  others  already  gone  by.     I  never  wish  to  act  nnrea- 
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BOtutbly,  ELod  caiiDot  coDsent  to  counteoance  it  in  you.  It 
13  not  the  amount  of  the  matter  taken  by  itself,  but  the 
principle  of  it,  that  I  am  looking  at;  and  allow  me  to 
add,  also,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  have  repeatedly  assumed 
a  tone  in  r^ard  to  this  altogether  unworthy  of  parties  so 
deeply  and  firmly  interested  in  each  other  as  we  are.  I 
hope  this  will  be  finally  closed  without  farther  ado,  and 
t^e  bargain  for  1000  of  the  foolscap  edition  of  Novels  and 
Tales  along  with  it  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  altogether  con- 
eistent  with  the  purest  mercantile  integrity  that  it  should 
be  thus  finished.  Yunr  ideas  as  to  the  popularity  of  these 
most  productive  works  very  much  coincide  with  my  own, 
and  the  first  impressions  of  future  works  may  be  regulated 
accordingly.  The  Crusaders  will  not  be  out  so  soon  as  we 
expected;  for  some  months  perhaps — this  for  your  own 
information  only. 

"The  octavo  edition  of  Sir  Walter  Scotfs  Poetical 
Works  proceeds,  and  will  be  ready  in  a  few  months.  If 
yon  don't  ask  too  great  a  pennyworth,  you  may  likely 
have  the  greater  part  of  our  share. 

"  I  was  ^ad  to  learn  lately  that  you  are  not  to  proceed 
farther  with  Ballantyne's  Novelist's  library.  The  book 
was  on  a  bad  plan,  as  I  believe  I  have  often  told  you.  I 
hope,  however,  that  the  speculation  has  paid,  as  your 
advance  in  the  way  of  copy-money  was  unusually  small. 
We  have  just  purchased  the  final  property  of  the  Bio- 
graphical Sketches  attached  to  this  work,  which  we  shall 
add  by  and  bye  to  the  Miscellaneous  Works  in  Prose  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bart,  in  six  volumes  octavo.  I  daresay 
you  would  consider  1000  copies  of  such  a  safe  undertaking ; 
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we  shall  make  it  a  handfiome  book.  This,  you  are  awaie, 
has  been  a  favourite  project  with  me  for  some  time. 

"  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  the  fiisb 
sheet  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Shakespeare  is  now  in  type. 
I  enclose  you  a  specimen  of  the  manner  and  appearance, 
in  regard  to  notes,  etc ;  it  will  make  ten  volumes.  The 
first  volume  contains  the  Life  of  Shakespeare,  by  Sir 
Walter.  He  is  to  be  assisted  in  the  notes  by  Mr.  Lock- 
hart,  who  is  perhaps  the  best  philologist  of  the  present 
day.  We  shall  also  print  an  edition  in  foolscap  octavo, 
and  perhaps  afterwards  one  in  a  smaller  size  of  the  octavo. 
In  the  meantime  we  intend  only  1000  copies— the  greater 
portion  ctf  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  go  your  way.  This 
I  expect  will  be  a  first-rate  property.  We  have  no  inten- 
tion of  giving  plates,  except  a  head  of  Shakespeare,  and 
probably  vignettes  in  the  title-page. 

"  Materials  for  the  Encyclopaedia  for  Youth  are  getting 
forward,  and  the  Encyclopaedia  for  Mechanics  is  likewise  in 
some  progress.  I  must,  if  possible,  be  in  London  before 
either  of  these  important  undertakings  is  more  fully  an- 
nounced. The  size  and  style  of  the  elementary  work  I 
consider  as  in  a  great  degree  fixed ;  but  the  other,  as  to 
size,  extent,  etc.,  must  be  regulated  by  prospects  of  sale, 
mode  of  publication,  etc.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  start  vriUi 
considerable  impressions  of  both. 

"  I  observe  your  remark  as  to  purchasing  entire  editions 
of  books  rather  than  portions  of  them ;  that  I  confess  falls 
in  a  good  deal  with  my  own  wishes,  and  in  many  in- 
stances might  be  advantageous  to  both  parties ;  but  then 
yoiiT  long  credits  and  discounts  are  serioua  We  can  con- 
sider  of  this,  and  talk  about  it  when  we  meet. 
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"  Now,  my  good  friend,  on  looking  at  yonr  stock  of  our 
booka  generally,  I  think,  considering  the  extent  of  our  deal- 
ings, it  is  wonderfully  small,  though  much  more  heavy  in 
some  things  than  I  could  have  wished,  or  indeed  supposed. 
Dryden  must  be  advertised  again,  and  you  have  not  done 
nearly  enough  in  this  way  with  the  small  edition  of 
Novels,  Poetry,  etc  If  it  please  God  that  we  all  live  to 
midsummer,  I  hope  we  shall  see  the  list  greatly  reduced. 
Don't  be  hasty  in  making  waste-paper ;  but  I  fancy  you 
have  nothing  now  admitting  of  such  treatment — it  is 
what  I  have  never  yet  done  in  any  one  instance.  But 
yon  will  say,  perhaps,  others  have  done  it  for  m& 

"What  is  the  present  duty  on  books  imported  into 
America?  How  would  it  do  to  make  up  50  or  100 
libraries  of  books  for  that  country  7  I  should  think  such 
a  scheme  well  worthy  of  consideration ;  but  I  am  ignorant 
as  to  the  expenses  of  exportation.  By  libraries  I  mean 
collections  of  popular  books.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
done  in  this  way,  I  should  think.  The  Americans  would 
certainly  prefer  our  editions  to  their  own  if  they  could 
get  them ;  but  you  may  have  had  all  this  in  view  already, 
and  may  have  ascertained  its  practicability.  I  am  in 
ignorance  of  the  trade  to  be  done  with  that  country,  and 
merely  drop  this  hint 

"  I  have  many  other  matters  on  which  I  shall  write  to 
you  as  occasion  requires.  I  hope  Mrs.  Kobinson  and 
your  famOy  are  ^aln  quite  weU.  I  was  much  grieved  to 
hear  that  your  sister.  Miss  iRobinson,  has  not  yet  entirely 
recovered.  I  b^  my  kindest  compliments  to  all  at  your 
firende  at  Clapham,  in  which  Mrs.  Constable  and  those 
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about  me  unite,  and  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever  faithfully 
yours,  Aechd.  Cohbtable." 

In  a  letter  of  Bohinson's  of  April  18,  1825,  I  find  the 
following  passage  : — "  I  may  mention  here,  that  though 
the  dividends  were  paid  last  Friday,  yet  money  is  hy  no 
means  plentiful,  and  the  reason  assigned  Is  that  the  Stock- 
jobbing Companies  have  swallowed  much  good  money,"  In 
a  letter  of  Hth  May  he  writes,  with  reference  to  a  private 
debt  of  my  fathei's,  "  I  assure  you  I  feel  much  interest 
about  all  your  private  matters,  and  if  I  could  personally 
aid  you  to  obliterate  the  annexed  account  it  would  give 
me  great  pleasure.  I  can  only  say  I  am  most  decidedly 
at  your  command,  and  while  I  have  no  -more  love  for 
Joint-Stock  Companies  than  yourself  yet  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  a  few  hundreds  or  thousands  made  honourably 
without  risk  of  loss  in  any  private  matters,  and  not  cal- 
culated in  any  degree  to  injure  the  firm  with  which  I 
stand  connected.  I  have  done  very  little  in  this  way,  bnt 
since  I  saw  you  I  have  made  a  few  hundreds,  which  I 
find  very  useful  in  my  lai^  funily ;  and  1  now  only 
name  these  matters  in  order  to  say  how  active  and  diU* 
gent  and  happy  I  shall  always  be  to  forward  your  views. 
Now  I  have  said  all  I  can,  and  await  your  commands." 

Of  my  father^s  reply  to  this  su^estion  I  possess  no 
copy,  but  its  tenor  may  be  divined  &om  the  following 
concludiug  sentence  in  the  next  letter  of  Mr.  Bohiuson : 
"  I  am  much  amused  with  your  remarks  about  Stock 
markets.  Don't  be  alarmed ;  yon  will  never  hear  of  me 
venttmng  many  hundreds."  It  had  been  well  for  himself 
and  others  had  this  assertion  proved  true ! 
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Before  the  Isfc  of  June  my  father  mtist  have  made 
known  to  Robinson  that  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  undertaken 
to  write  the  Life  of  Napoleon,  though  apparently  as  yet 
withholding  all  intimation  of  the  "  Miscellany."  Mr. 
Sobinaon  thns  acknowledges  the  intelligence : — 

'*  LoKiMH,  /tin«  1,  1825. 

"  Mt  deab  Sm, — I  am  highly  pleased  with  the  com- 
munication respecting  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  no 
doubt  the  work  must  be  highly  interesting  to  every  indi- 
vidual in  every  comer  of  the  globe.  England,  however,  is 
the  great  place  for  the  sale  of  the  work,  to  produce  profit 
to  the  proprietors,  and  therefore  the  mode  of  publication 
requires  great  consideration.  Since  you  have  honoured  me 
by  asking  my  opinion  as  to  this  point,  and  having  thought 
it  over  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  I  can  look  at  It,  I 
now  venture  to  say  that  I  should,  in  the  first  instance,  pub- 
lish in  2  vols,  quarto,  very  handsome,  if  possible,  with  a 
good  portrait,  and  I  would  venture  upon  2000  copies  as  a 
bona  fide  transaction,  but  then  I  would  sell  within  250 
before  I  even  named  an  octavo  or  any  other  edition ;  and 
if  I  am  right,  the  quarto  would  all  sell  in  one  month  or 
less,  and  the  octavo  might  be  ready  to  be  introduced  at 
a  moment's  notice, — say  3  vols,  demy  octavo,  which,  after 
all,  is  the  best-sized  library  book,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
and  of  this  I  would  at  once  say  6000  copies.  Indeed,  I 
am  not  sure  if  I  would  not  even  say  8000  copies,  and 
recommend  you  to  print  10,000 — tiW.  this  good  lAbrary  size; 
and  by  printing  this  lai^  number  the  paper  and  print 
would  come  very  low,  and  produce  you  much  more  profit 
than  by  introducing  all  the  sizes  at  once ;  and  if  the 
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octavo  sold,  aa  I  expect  it  voold,  then  a  post  octavo  could 
be  introdaced,  and  even  in  due  time  a  miniatuie  edition ; 
but  it  does  appear  to  me  that  you  would  injuie  the  sale, 
if  not  entirely  destroy  the  quarto,  by  announcii^  all  the 
sizes  at  once ;  however^  this  I  submit  to  your  better  judg- 
ment and  consideration. 

"  I  am  happy  to  say  that  British  copyright  may  be 
secured  in  Paris  by  publishing  in  Paris  the  same  day,  or 
the  day  before  you  do  in  England,  and  depositing  two 
copies  of  the  work  in  the  National  library.  I  have  a 
legal  opinion  taken  in  Paris  now  before  me,  which  shall 
be  sent  to  you  in  the  first  parceL  I  have  only  this  instant 
received  it,  or  you  should  have  had  it  with  the  Magazines, 
but  no  deUy  shall  be  suffered.  Mr.  Mann  is  yet  in  Paris, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  we  may  establish  him  in 
that  city,  or  otherwise  make  such  arrangements  as  shall 
secure  your  interests  aa  well  as  our  own. — I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  yours  very  truly,  J.  0.  ROBINSON." 

The  plan  of  the  Miscellany  is  clearly  and  simply  stated 
in  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Bobinson : — 

"  PoLTOiT  HoTOB,  June  1825. 

"  My  dear  Sib, — The  great  change  in  the  sale  of  books 
in  regard  to  size  and  mode  of  publication  has,  as  you  ' 
know,  engaged  much  of  my  attention  for  the  last  three 
years.  The  demand  in  the  h^her  and  literary  classes,  or 
those  who,  not  many  years  ago,  were  the  only  purchasers 
of  books,  and  for  whose  taste  alone  publishers  could  spe- 
culate, I  think  you  allow  continues  to  be  fully  better  than 
ever ;  but  there  has  been,  and  there  exists  at  present^  a 
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desire  of  knowledge  and  a  demand  for  books  in  the  middle 
ranks  and  manufaotnring  classes  of  society  altogethet  un- 
precedented, to  supply  which  will  occasion  a  demand  to 
fully  ten  tiroes  the  amonnt  of  any  hitherto  existing. 

"  A  leading  object  with  me  lately  has  been  how  this 
branch  of  trade  could  be  got  at — by  the  republication  of 
the  beat  literature  of  the  day  in  a  style  suited  to  all 
classes ;  the  result  is,  I  have  resolved  to  try  the  experi- 
ment, and  shall  now  confidentially  commit  to  yon  a  general 
outline  of  the  plan,  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  youi  co-ope- 
ration and  good  opinion.  I  may  premise,  however,  that 
at  first  sight  you  will  probably  not  approve  of  it,  and  may 
express  your  dread  whether  it  may  not  interfere  with  the 
sale  of  books  in  their  present  shape  and  condition ;  bat 
my  resolution  has  been  taken  after  long  and  most  deli- 
berate thought ;  and  I  do  trust  that  all  those  whose 
opinions  are  of  value  will,  ere  long,  entirely  embrace  my 
views. 

"  My  plan  is  to  publish  a  work,  under  the  title  of 
Contte^>lis  MiaeeUamiy,  in  weekly  Numbers, — two  Numbers 
of  different  works  every  Saturday,  at  Is.  each, — and  that 
the  sale  shall  not  be  confined  to  the  regular  trade  merely, 
but  extend  to  every  newsman  and  dealer,  hawker  or  what 
not,  throughout  Uie  Empire.  I  send  you  a  specimen 
Kumber,  with  a  list  of  the  books  prepared  to  be  given  in 
the  first  instance.  The  order  of  publication  is  not  fixed, 
but  there  will  be  always  one  of  Entertainment,  and  one  of 
what  may  be  termed  Historical  or  Useful  Information, 
appearing  on  same  day,  all  of  them  of  the  purest  and  best 
description.    The  list,  indeed,  will  speak  fbr  itsell    It 
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has  been  made  up  ^tb  all  tfae  care  of  which  I  was 
capable,  and  contains  materials  for  five  years  to  come. 
Should  the  design  meet  encouragement,  as  I  have  great 
confidence  it  will,  there  need  be  no  limit  to  ita  prevaleucy ; 
the  whole  will  be  stereotyped,  and  we  shall  print  merely 
as  demand  arises,  pay  cash  for  everything,  and  sell  for 
ready  money,  or  as  nearly  so  aa  possible.  The  work,  yoa 
will  observe,  is  a  Miscellany  of  hookt,  not  of  sheet  articles, 
and  each  book  may  form  either  a  part  of  the  whole,  or  be 
taken  separately, — each  day's  publications  beit^  of  two 
distinct  works ;  for  instance,  at  starting,  Waverley,  No.  1, 
and  Hall's  Loo-Choo,  No,  2,  with  covers  to  distinguish  the 
one  from  the  other.  Waverley  will  make  6  Noe.,  or  2  vols.. 
Captain  Hall's  two  works  9  Nos.,  or  3  vols.  I  propose 
issuing  a  No.  of  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley 
every  Saturday,  but  not  in  the  succession  or  order  of  their 
original  publication.  For  instance,  Kenilworth  will  be 
the  second,  and  Eob  Soy  may  not  be  given  for  four  years 
to  come.  In  this  way  the  Miscellany  will  in  no  d^ree 
interfere  with  the  set-booka  Indeed,  the  matter  will  so 
arrange  as  to  prevent  this  being  possible ;  in  the  Miscel- 
lany they  cannot  all  be  given  in  less  than  five  years,  and 
even  then  I  cannot  doubt  thrae  will  be  purchasers  of  aU 
sizes  as  at  present.  You  will  remember  it  was  my  wish 
that  what  you  have  called  the  miniature  edition  sho\dd  be 
80  pubUshed ;  had  it  been  so,  we  should  have  been  supply- 
ing you  with  a  second  5000  long  ago. 

"  You  will  observe  tiiat  the  list  contains  some  books  not 
yet  written,  but  they  will  all,  I  hope,  be  so  within  the 
next  four  years.     This,  perhaps,  may  be  called  a  new 
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feature  in  publication ;  it  is  no  doubt  so ;  but  aome  good 
lias  already  resulted  from  it  in  the  Author  of  Waverley 
having  undertaken  the  Life  of  Napoleon,  which  originated 
entirely  from  this  list  With  regard  to  embellishments  I 
have  not  yet  resolved ;  the  cover  -will  be  ornamented  with 
a  vignette  of  the  Castle  of  Edinbuigh,  and  I  think  of 
giving  engraved  titles,  with  vignettes,  to  each  volume, 
using  Allan's  designs  for  the  Waverley  Novels,  as  far  as 
^ey  go,  and  obtaining  new  designs  for  all  the  others. 

"  Nov,  my  dear  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  intro- 
ducing the  Miscellany  to  the  different  d^rees  of  pur- 
chasers, I  have  thought  with  much  anxiety,  and  before 
finally  fixing  on  any  plan,  of  issuing  advertisements  or  a 
prospectus,  I  wish  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  demand, 
sale,  etc.,  for  weekly  publications  in  the  leading  districts 
of  £n^and, — in  short,  to  get  a  knowledge^  as  &r  as  pos- 
sible, of  the  people  engaged  in  the  Nwmber  trade,  as  it  is 
caUed,  and  the  terms  on  which  sales  can  or  ought  to  be 
effected  to  them, — in  short,  I  want  a  statistical  view  of 
the  state  of  bookselling,  and  have  already  engaged  a  moai 
eompelent  person  to  make  a  journey  for  me,  and  he  will 
set  out  on  it  in  a  week  or  two.  I  shall  thus,  I  hope,  have 
a  tolerable  idea  of  the  chances  of  success,  and  whether  the 
sales  in  England  must  be  entirely  through  London,  or 
only  partially  sa  In  selecting  the  books,  I  have  been 
anxious  to  give  as  great  a  variety  as  possible,  keeping 
iel%ion,  morals,  politics,  and  good-feeling,  in  every  respect, 
completely  in  view ;  in  short,  I  would  almost  anticipate 
that  this  present,  and  probably  last  design  of  mine,  will 
be  looked  upon  as  an  object  of  national  interest 
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"  I  have  hitherto  been  coDtrivii^  aad  working  for  the 
learned,  the  great,  and  already  intelligent^  and  feel  at  this 
moment  no  small  portion  of  happiness  in  the  prospect  of 
being  still  more  extensively  useful,  and  in  yet  living  to 
receive  a  high  reward  in  the  success  of  my  scheme.  And 
here  I  propose  that  my  bookselling  and  editorial  projects 
shall  terminate. 

"  Although  September  is  printed  on  the  cover,  yet  the 
period  of  publication  is  not  fixed,  and  must  be  regulated 
by  circumstances.  I  know  how  much  engaged  you  must 
be  at  present,  and  I  have  felt  unwilling  to  offer  yon 
additional  subjects  for  your  thought,  but  I  could  not 
longer  delay  telling  you  of  this  undertaking,  which  yon 
must  take  your  own  leisure  to  deliberate  and  consider 
about 

"  With  regard  to  the  Life  of  Napoleon  there  is  nothing 
fixed  so  far  as  form  is  concerned.  I  am  still  inclined  to  the 
plan  of  my  last,  but  will  not  proceed  without  further  con- 
sultation. No  book  has  appeared  in  our  day  of  an  interest 
approaching  to  anything  like  what  most  infollibly  attach 
to  this,  and  we  mast  endeavoni  to  make  it  tell  as  &r  as 
possible  for  the  wonderful  author  and  others. — I  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours,  Abchibald  Cohstable." 

It  could  not,  I  think,  be  expected  that  Messrs.  Huist, 
SobinsoD,  and  Co.  should  at  once  perceive  the  advantage 
that  would  arise  to  them  from  a  plan  wbich  involved, 
according  to  their  views,  the  immediate  depreciation  of 
works  of  which  their  stock  amounted  in  value  to  £40,000 ; 
and,  notwithstanding  my  reverence  for  my  father's  ju<^- 
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ment  and  experience  in  all  matters  pertaiimig  to  htB  ciaft, 
I  cannot  avert  the  coiiTiction  that,  at  least  &om  their 
ova  point  of  view,  they  may  have  been  right,  and  he 
■wrong.     Hi.  Eobinson's  reply  was  aa  follows : — 

"  Iaxxvov,  June  IBM,  tS2S. 

"  My  SEAB  Sib, — I  am  dnly  in  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication respecting  Constable's  Miscellany.  Ko  doubt 
can  be  entertained  in  any  person's  mind  as  to  the  success 
of  the  ondertaking,  and  certainly  no  doubt  can  exist  as  to 
its  entirely  destroying  the  sale  of  an  immense  property 
now  in  our  hands,  and  most  especially  the  detached  works 
by  the  Author  of  Waverley,  of  which  we  have  a  stock 
amounting  to  about  £8000,  and  above  £30,000  of  the  set- 
books  by  the  same  author ;  to  say  nothing  about  many 
other  works,  such  as  Hall's  South  America,  etc.  etc.,  of 
which  we  lat«ly  bought  quantities.  I  assure  you  I  think 
such  a  publication  as  you  now  propose  would  entirdg  ruin 
this  firm  if  persisted  in,  and  I  must  b^  that  you  will  not 
proceed  at  present,  for  even  the  publication  of  such  a 
prospectus  as  you  have  sent  me  would  at  once  ruin  die 
sale  of  the  works  by  the  Author  of  Waverley ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  feel  that  it  is  due  to  this  firm  to  confer  with  us 
personally  on  the  policy  of  your  plan,  before  you  suffer  any 
eye  to  see  the  prospectus.  On  further  consideration,  I  am 
sure  you  will  see  at  once  tibat  our  stock  must  be  wonderfully 
reduced  before  you  can  proceed  with  your  plan,  and  once 
more  entreat  you  to  take  no  steps  without  first  conferring 
witli  this  firm  as  to  the  proper  time  to  annoimoe  such  a 
plan  to  the  public. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
"  J.  0.  EOBIHSON." 

VOL  in.  z 
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Me.  Constable  to  J.  0.  Eobinbon. 

"PoLTOir,  Tuetdof  Awttn?,  Jime  21it,  183S. 

"  Mt  nzkR  StH, — I  have  received  70111  short  and  lather 
abrapt  letter,  but  as  it  haa  appareatly  been  written  in  a 
panic,  the  mistaken  views  vhich  it  contains  must  be 
regretted  and  overlooked, 

"  I  feel  it  quite  onnecessary  to  say  how  very  heedless 
condnct  it  would  be  in  me  to  thiak  of  any  project  tending 
to  the  injuiy  of  connexions  of  such  vast  importance  as 
yourselves,  and  not  less  anything  that  could  prove  detri- 
mental to  the  works  of  the  Au&or  of  Waverley,  The 
Miscellany  in  question  has  no  such  objects  in  view,  and 
cannot,  in  its  effects,  produce  anything  hut  good  to  all 
concerned. 

"  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  large  intenst  'which  you  hold 
in  books  by  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  it  would  be  my 
study  and  object  assuredly  to  protect  that  property.  The 
sets  in  various  sizes  have  no  doubt  lessened  the  demand 
for  the  original  editions.  The  plan  of  the  Miscellany  is 
not  intended  to  add  to  the  sets  for  many  years  to  come, 
and  as  separate  books  will  only  partially  &11  in  the  way 
of  the  original  editions,  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  ask 
whether  such  plan  could  possibly  amount  to  the  serious 
injuries  which  your  letter  holds  out?  Each  of  the  set- 
editions  have  found  their  own  separate  and  distinct  pur- 
chasers; the  number  of  purchasers  has  increased  with 
each  succeeding  size — these  are,  I  think,  facts  which  can- 
not be  disputed.  The  Miscellany  is  for  another  class,  who 
cannot  afford  to  purchase  any  edition  already  in  existence, 
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lod  wlio,  in  all  probabilitf ,  will  aever  do  ao  without  some 
sacli  project  aa  that  of  which  you  complaia  My  idea  is 
that  all  the  novels,  tales,  aad  romances  of  the  Author  of 
Waverley  at  present  existing,  might  be  reprinted  under 
the  cover  of  the  Miscellany,  within  four  years  ttom  the 
starting ;  but  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  extending  that 
period  to  seven  years-;  and  will  the  present  purchasers  of 
sets — increasing  in  number  daily,  as  I  think  you  must 
allow  them  to  be — ^wait  so  long  for  the  Miscellany,  or 
cheapest  editions !  This  I  do  maintain,  and  nothing  will 
alter  my  opinion,  short  of  actual  experience,  and  that,  I 
now  most  decidedly  say,  will  not  be  seen  in  my  day  or  in 
yours.  I  beg  to  assert  further  that  my  new  plan  will  not 
interfere  to  lessen  the  sale  of  the  original  editions  to  the 
amount  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  of  your  present  stock, 
the  sale  of  which,  under  any  circumstance,  appears  to  be 
so  inconsidemble. 

"  As  mentioned  in  my  last,  neither  the  books  which  the 
Miscellany  is  to  contain,  nor  the  period  of  commencing 
it,  is  finally  fixed,  I  wished  to  communicate  the  whole 
plans  to  you  in  the  fullest  manner,  before  announcing 
them  in  any  way ;  as  to  this  my  letter  of  the  1 6th  will 
bear  the  fullest  testimony.  It  would  give  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  confer  fully  with  your  firm  on  every  point 
relative  to  this  most  important  of  all  undertakings  in 
which  I  have  been  or  am  ever  likely  to  be  coacemed. 
The  design,  up  to  the  present  period,  has  not  in  any 
manner,  been  made  public;  but  its  title  having  been 
seen  in  the  hands  of  printers,  the  project  has  ceased  to  he 
a  secret;  and  I  think  when  you  have  reconsidered  the 
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whaie  sflair,  the  most  fotmidable  of  your  objections  moBt 
TanisK  The  whole  matter  has  long  had  the  most  decided 
attention  &oiu  me,  and  I  will  yet  see  whether  the  list 
cannot  be  modelled  to  allay  (what  I  must  call)  your 
groundless  fears.  You  will  receive,  enclosed,  a  proof  of 
the  printed  notice,  which  I  intended  should  accompany 
the  list  of  books,  and  of  this  there  are  only  two  copies 
yet  printed.  Had  ciicumstAnces  enabled  me  to  leave 
borne,  we  should  have  had  conferences  on  this  subject 
months  ago,  but  as  I  see  no  prospect  of  my  being  in 
London  before  August,  I  beseech  you  to  favour  me  more 
fully  with  your  objections  in  writing,  trusting  they  will 
be  arguments,  not  theoretical  assertions.  I  repeat  again 
how  fully  sensible  I  am  of  the  magnitude  of  your  stock  of 
the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  and  request  you  to 
believe  that  it  is  farthest  from  my  thoughts  to  contem- 
plate anything  injurious  to  their  sale,  or  opposed  to  your 
opinion  of  what  is  proper,  as  &r  as  I  possibly  can  avoid 
doing  BO. 

"I  will  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  regulate  the 
publication  to  oui-  mutual  benefit,  but  abandoned  it  can- 
not be ;  indeed,  I  look  forward  to  the  restilt  of  it  as  not 
the  least  productive  harvest  in  a  life  of  some  enterprise 
and  no  little  anxiety.  You  may  sell  some  copies  fewer  of 
Waverley  aud  others  in  a  detached  shape ;  the  evils  yon 
jdread  will  rest  here.  Has  the  octavo  suffered  from  the 
foolscap  edition?  and  have  both  or  either  suffered  by  the 
miniature  1  but  these  are  all  for  the  higher  classes  of  the 
people,  and  cannot  be  injured  by  the  new  project — Tours, 

£tc,  ASCHIBALD  GONSTABLK." 
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My  Jathei^a  eloqcence  having  failed  to  convince  his 
tiarrespondeat,  on  the  8th  of  July  he  received  the  follov- 
ing  reply  :— 

"CupHAH,  Jttlg  6,  1626. 

"  My  deab  Sm, — I  ahonld  have  replied  to  youi  fftvoor 
of  the  2lBt  ultimo  some  days  ago,  but  I  wished  to  give 
every  possible  consideration  to  the  important  question 
now  before  us ;  and  however  abrupt  you  might  consider 
my  former  letter,  which  was  certainly  written  under 
considerable  feeling  at  the  extraordinary  proposal  yon 
had  communicated,  yet  mature  consideration,  and  con- 
sultation with  my  partner  and  our  mutual  friend  Mr. 
Thomas  Hurst,  has  only  most  fully  and  decidedly  con- 
finned  the  opinion  I  conveyed  in  my  former  letter ;  and 
however  decided  yon  may  be  in  your  opinion  that  the 
publication  of  the  proposed  Miscellany  would  not  be  a 
serious  injury  to  us,  I  assure  you  I  am  no  less  decided 
that  it  would  be  not  only  injurious,  hU  much  beyond  that; 
indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  might  be  the  result  of 
sach  a  (fepr«xa(«w  of  such  an  important  property. 

"Weholdnearly,  if  not.  upwards  of,  £40,000  stock  of  the 
works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley ;  and  do  you  t^ink  it 
possible^  under  these  circumstances,  that  I  can  be  made  to 
believe  that  the  weekly  publication  of  these  works  in 
Numbers,  at  about  one-third  or  one-fourth  the  price  of  our 
present  stock,  would  not  he  injurious?  This  is  really  so 
plain  a  matter  that  I  dare  not  venture  to  remark  much 
upon  it,  because  I  would  not  willingly  either  write  or 
speak  one  sentiment  to  hart  your  feeing ;  hut  I  may,  in 
justice  to  the  firm  I  represent,  ask  you  one  plain  question 
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~- Would  you  propose  such  &  work  aa  your  pTesent  Mis- 
cellany if  you  held  all  the  stock  we  do,  not  only  of  the 
works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  but  the  works  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott  and  octets,  to  which  I  shall  t«fer  in  this 
letter?  You  need  only  give  due  consideration  to  this,  and 
the  taatter  will  be  settled  at  once  by  the  int^rity  of  your 
own  mind,  which  I  am  sure  will  dictate  to  yon  that  the 
plan  should  be  withdrawn,  and  afterwaida  adjusted  in 
conformity  with  our  stock,  according  to  the  honour  and 
usage  of  the  trade,  and  in  conformity  with  a  ^tecifie  contract 
dictated  by  yourself,  and  in  the  same  handwriting  as  this 
epistle,  and  I  may  further  add,  a  contract  referring  only  to 
the  miniature  editions,  which  produced  you  above  £10,000 
net. 

"  The  next  important  part  of  our  stock  which  your  pro- 
posed publication  would  materially  injure  is  the  1 2mo  and 
tiie  miniature  edition  of  Scott's  Poetiy ;  but  since  others 
are  interested  in  this  property,  we  might  safely  leave  them 
to  look  after  their  own  interest,  which  would  at  once  pro- 
vent,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  the  introduction  <rf 
these  works  into  the  Miscellany. 

"  I  should  no  less  object  to  the  introduction  of  the  fol- 
lowing works,  of  which  we  hold  a  targe  stock,  some  of 
which  have  been  purchased  within  a  few  months,  say  Hall's 
Travels,  Millot's  Elements,  Tour  in  Qermany,  and  Arrow- 
smith's  Atlas. 

"  Your  proposed  Miscellany  has  already  been  announced, 
no  doubt  without  your  authority,  in  Uie  Gazette  of  Litera- 
ture, but  I  think  it  should  never  have  been  submitted  to 
a  printer,  or  the  secret  of  your  plan  divulged  to  any  on^ 
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without  onr  coDcurrence.  You  ask  me  if  the  publication 
of  the  I2mo  edition  of  the  set-books  by  the  Author  of 
Waverley  injured  the  sale  of  the  octAvos  ?  to  which  I  reply, 
Most  certainly  it  did;  and  the  miniature  injured  both 
12mo  and  octavo.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  to  say  that, 
on  the  whole,  we  have  not  made  more  profits  by  having 
three  editions  than  if  we  had  only  had  the  octavo,  but  if 
no  other  edition  than  the  octavo  had  been  published,  a 
great  quantity  more  would  have  been  sold  of  that  edition 
than  under  the  existing  circumstance  of  our  having  other 
two  editions.  You  remark  that  your  present  plan  will 
not  interfere  with  the  sale  of  the  original  editions  to  the 
amotmt  of  G  per  cent ;  now,  my  good  sir,  allow  me  to  ask 
you  who  will  buy  Waverley  at  218.  while  you  are  selling 
it  iat  6s.  ?  and  our  regular  sale  of  this  work  averages  200 
per  annum,  at  128.  and  14s.  to  Hie  trade.  The  same 
applies  to  Guy  Mannenng  and  The  Antiquary,  and  some 
others ; — indeed,  my  good  sir,  you  are  altt^ther  in  the 
wrong,  and  your  plan  must  rest  for  a  few  years. 

"  I  hope  I  need  not  say  I  am  always  ready  to  forward 
all  your  plans  and  wishes  of  every  kind,  when  I  can  do  so 
with  a  proper  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  our  own  engage- 
ments ;  and  deeply  do  I  regret  that  your  opinion  and  mine 
are  so  much  at  variance  on  this  important  point ;  but  I  feel 
it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  partners,  as  well  as  myself  to  be 
thus  explicit  with  you,  and  say  positively,  that  your  list 
must  be  materially  altered, — indeed,  that  you  must  not 
only  omit,  but  not  even  refer  to,  the  Waverley  Novels  and 
other  books  of  which  we  hold  a  large  stock.  I  have  no 
doubt,  after  due  consideration,  you  will  view  the  matter 
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as  I  do,  and  in  a  few  years  we  may  go  most  cordially  into 
yonr  plan.  In  the  meantime,  be  assured  it  always  gives 
me  great  satisfaction  to  concur  with  you  in  all  matters  of 
business,  and  I  am,  with  mach  respect,  my  dear  Sir,  yonis 
faithfully,  J.  0.  Eobisson." 

Mb.  Constable  to  Mb.  Eobissoii. 

•' EDnrBusaH,  SA/Wy  1S2S. 

"  My  dear  Sib, — On  coming  to  town  this  morning  Ml. 
Cadell  put  into  my  hands  your  letter  of  the  6th,  &om 
which  I  find  we  are  not  likely  to  agree  in  opinion  as  to 
the  entire  safety  of  your  stock  of  the  novels  and  romances 
of  the  Author  of  Waverley.  If  the  plan  of  including  them 
in  the  intended  Miscellany  should  be  followed  up,  I  there- 
fore  feel  it  due  to  all  concerned  to  lose  no  time  in  stating 
explicitly  that  the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  from 
Waverley  to  Quentin  Durward  inclusive,  shall  be  excluded 
from  any  list  or  advertisement  of  said  Miscellany  at  pre- 
sent. 

"  I  believe,  with  the  exception  of  Hall's  South  America, 
every  other  work  in  the  stock  of  which  yoa  or  any  one 
else  has  an  interest  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  list,  in- 
cluding Bnssell's  Travels. 

"  My  intention  is  not  to  do  harm,  but  to  do  good.  If 
the  friends  with  whom  I  have  been  acting,  and  wish  to  act, 
do  not  see  thit^  at  all  times  in  the  same  point  of  view 
as  I  do,  I  acknowledge  my  sincere  r^ret  that  it  should  be 
so,  and  shall  be  most  willing  to  render  similar  acknow- 
ledgments in  changing  any  of  my  business  plans  whenever 
I  can  be  satisfied  of  the  utility  of  the  change. 


byGoogle 


MS.  C0S8TABLE  TO  iSB.  ROBINSON.  861 

"  The  plan  of  the  Miscellany  was  exclusively  eubmitted 
to  yon,  hut  not  till  after  it  had  had  the  best  consideration 
I  was  capable  of  giving  it,  and  I  repeat  again,  I  am  still 
convinced  you  will  ere  long  view  everything  coaoerding 
it  in  the  manner  I  do'niyself ;  at  least  such  is  my  convic- 
tion, but  I  will  presume  to  nse  no  farther  ailment  to 
satisfy  yon  of  this.  Von  have  no  donbt  the  power  of 
preventing  our  printing  Waverley,  etc.,  bnt  it  wotild  be 
unworthy  of  this  hoose,  and  c^-tainly  unlike  its  profes- 
sions, to  do  anything  of  an  injurious  tendency  towards 
your  concern,  snppo^ng  Uie  power  entirely  in  oar  own 
hands ;  words,  however,  axe  only  words,  and  on  this  sabr 
ject  yon  shall  not  have  more  of  them  from  ma. 

"The  Miscellany,  as  I  said  in  a  former  letter,  cannot 
be  abandoned,  and  its  sucoess  with  the  public  will  not 
depend,  I  hope,  on  onr  not  giving  Waverley  till  it  shall 
better  suit  all  our  purposes.  Agreements  are  unnecessary 
to  be  looked  at  when  the  stake  is  to  such  a  magnitude  as 
is  mentioned  in  the  letter  now  before  me.  The  Miscellany 
is,  I  expect,  destined  to  long  life,  and  we  can  work  only 
on  free  materials  in  the  meantima — I  am,  etc., 

"Abchibald  Cokbtable. 

"  P.8. — I  find  I  can  send  you  an  uncorrected  proof  of 
the  prospectus  in  its  present,  ajid  I  trust  final,  stateJ  You 
will  observe  The  Crusaders  named  in  it,  which  will  be 
given  under  any  circumstance,  and  you  will  also  see 
there  is  no  pledge  as  to  the  time  for  the  appearance  of 
any  other  of  the  published  works  of  our  great  Author." 
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Mr.  Constable  to  Ma  Hobinsoh. 

"  EDDTBTrmoH,  9A  July  182S. 

"  Mt  deah  Sib, — ^Tour  letter  of  tlie  6th  reached  me  in 
due  course,  but  from  the  contents  of  my  letter  of  yester- 
day, and  previous  loi^  despatches,  it  does  not  seem  neces- 
saiy  to  trouble  you  at  present  vith  any  long  reply. 

"  Hall's  South  America  and  The  Crusaders  are  now  ihe 
only  books  retained  in  the  list  of  the  Miscellany  of  which 
you  have  any  stock,  and  it  is  proposed  to  commence  vnih 
these  TTorks.  It  will  ero  long  be  ascertained  hov  far 
your  Bale  of  the  same  has  been  interfered  vith.  I  now 
beg  to  say  that  whatever  the  loss  by  that  interference  may 
amount  to,  it  shall  be  made  up  to  you,  either  by  the  books 
remaining  being  taken  back, — say  twelve  months  hence, 
or  by  some  other  satisfactory  mode  not  inconsistent  with 
the  usages  and  honour  of  the  trade. 

"  You  remark  in  a  postscript  to  your  letter  that  yoo 
never  refused  to  publish  the  novels  and  tales  in  If umbeta 
(P(Mis),  as  originally  designed  tiey  should  be.  I  have 
not  said  you  ever  did  refoBe, — I  have  only  observed  that 
you  adopted  your  own  views  and  not  mine ;  but  this  can 
soon  be  rectified,  as  you  have  all  the  liberty  or^inally 
given  yon  to  do  so ;  still  further,  there  is  no  facility  or 
assistance  in  my  power,  consistent  with  the  honour  and 
Ximge  of  the  trade,  or  even  northern  liberality,  that  you 
may  not  instantly  command  in  canning  the  first  idea 
successfully  into  effect  should  circumstances  yet  induce 
you  to  entertain  such.  The  original  undertaking  was  a 
spirited  one  on  your  part,  and  most  advantageons  to  us, 
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for  which  you  have  long  had  my  thanks,  and  still  shall 
have  my  gratitude. 

"  Now,  good  air,  in  reply  to  your  question,  '  Whether, 
if  possessiDg  the  stock  which  you  do,  I  would  have  thought 
of  lepabliahing  the  worim  enumerated  in  your  letter?'  I 
forbear  all  remark,  but  at  once  tell  yon,  I  assubedlt 
WODLD. — ^I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

"Abcbibau)  Constable. 

"  P.S. — Instead  of  being  a  preventive — possessing  snch 
a  stock  would  be  an  additional  and  urgent  inducement.*' 
(This  F.S.  not  added  in  the  letter  gent.) 

Mil  ItOBiNBOK  to  Mbsbrs.  Constable  and  Co. 

•■London,  Jtily  Ulh,  1S2S. 
"My  dbab  Sies, — I  feel  greatly  relieved  by  your 
deciaion  as  to  the  Miscellany,  and  if  it  were  not  that  I 
think  you  would  consider  me  as  interfering  with  your 
matters,  I  shonld  say,  while  I  approve  your  plan,  yet  I 
think  the  selection  of  books  might  be  greatly  improved, 
and  I  am  sure  it  would  be  greatly  to  your  advantage  not 
to  introduce  The  Cmsadera.  You  may  make  double  the 
money  of  ii  in  other  vays,  and  I  say  this  because  I  have 
some  practical  experience  of  what  class  of  books  the 
Number-people  sell ;  and  I  am  sure  many  works  that  are 
not  copyright  would  sell  much  better  than  the  works  of 
the  great  Author;  indeed,  they  are  adapted  only  for  the 
higher  class  of  readers,  not  for  the  labouring  class ;  and 
you  ahonld  also  keep  in  mind  that  your  Is.  No.  wiU  not 
net  you  6d.  The  profits  which  this  class  of  periodical 
vendors  require  is  what  you  may  be  \macquainted  wiUi, 
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and  I  am  very  certain  jou  may  make  a  aalectioii  of  -woika 
that  will  answer  every  pwrpose  without  touching  yonr  own 
copyrigTUB.  This  ia  of  great  importaiioe,  and  I  am  ceitain 
it  is  the  fact — I  am,  my  dear  Sirs,  yours  truly, 

"  J.  0.  EoBnraoH. 
"  Tou  may  perhaps  gather  some  ideas  from  the  follow- 
ing etatement: — Stevens  published  the  History  of  the 
Wars  of  the  French  Gevolutiou  in  two  vols,  quarto,  and  it 
died  almost  as  soon  as  it  appeared,  and  some  yeais  after 
it  was  made  iato  waste  paper.  Baines  of  Leeds  repub- 
lished it  during  my  residence  in  Leeds,  and  circulated 
through  the  hawkers  above  20,000  copies  in  6d.  Nos.; 
but,  if  my  memory  is  correct,  Davtea  and  Booth  and  other 
great  hawkers  only  paid  Baines  2|d.  per  Ko.  'When  I 
was  at  Leeds,  and  during  my  abode  at  Leeds,  I  saw  much 
of  the  concerns  of  Da  vies  and  Booth,  who  were  the  greatest 
people  in  this  line  out  of  London,  and  they  generally  con- 
sidered that  2d.  was  as  much  as  they  could  afford  for  6d. 
Noa,  but  on  account  of  the  popularity  of  Baines's  book 
they  gave  him  ajd." 

Mb.  Constable  to  Mr.  KoBissoir. 

"  PoLTON  HouBB,  24(A  8epL  1825,  ! 
Baiuriav  teeniHg. 
"  Mt  DSAB  Sib, — I  am  duly  in  receipt  of  your  letter, 
and  regret  that  we  are  not  yet  quite  at  one  in  regard 
to  the  Miscellany,  but  I  have  no  doubt  we  are  to  be 
so  ere  long.  The  prospectus,  as  you  will  have  seen,  is 
now  committed  to  the  public,  and  I  mean  to  use  eveiy 
active  exertion  to   make .  it  as  universally  known  as 
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possibla  I  expect  to  commence  isBtiiiig  on  let  January 
next,  as  you  shall  hear  more  at  length  -when  we  meet, 
which  I  hope  will  be  about  the  6th  October — Thursday 
week.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  before  I  leave  home, 
a  letter  in  course  would  reach  me  here.  I  go  by  the  west 
road.  Sir  Walter  Scott  hae  requested  I  would  make 
Abbotsford  the  first  stage,  which  I  intend  to  do.  I  am 
now  a  helpless  old  fellow,  and  must  take  a  man-servant 
along  with  me. 

"  With  regard  to  my  stay  in  London,  my  wish  is  to  be  at 
home  within  a  month  &om  the  time  I  leave  this.  Indeed, 
I  cannot  think  of  a  loi^^  absence,  and  I  daresay  you  will 
think  yoa  have  enough  of  me,  limited  as  I  propose  my 
visit  to  be,  though  I  really  do  not  know  that  I  shall  have 
any  bargains  to  sell  you,  having  retired  from  that  line  of 
business ;  but  we  shall  have  no  want  of  subjects  to  talk 
about,  and  I  expect  to  have  great  pleasure  in  seeing  yoiir 
new  and  vast  establishment. — In  the  meantime,  with 
best  compliments  to  Mr.  Hurst,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yoxoB 
faithfully,  Archd.  Constable." 
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Uj  father  Tuita  London— CorretpoDdence  with  hii  partoer  regarding  reqnMt 
of  RobliuoB  tor  extaoilva  pecuniary  uaiitanoa — Honey  matten  look  raiy 
ill — Bankeni  in  alarm — Hr.  Diion  remonatntaa — "  Xapolson  "  itopped, 
Koi  Woodstock  begun — Iqjurioua  nport  from  Loadon^ — Letter  from  my 
father  on  the  mlgect. 

Early  in  October  my  father  visited  London,  chiefly  C31 
the  purpose  of  anaDging  preliminaries  for  the  publication 
of  the  Miscellany,  and  he  writes  on  the  10th  to  Mr. 
Cadell  as  follows  : — "  As  to  the  l^iscellany,  I  am  glad  to 
aay,  nothing  can  promise  better.  Our  friends  here  have 
got  a  new  light  as  to  tt,  and  will  do  all  they  can  to  for- 
ward my  wishes I  observe  your  P.S.  as  to  dis- 

coimts,'  which  I  understand  are  also  difficult  here  at 
present,  but  Robinson  says  the  thing  must  pass  over  im- 
mediately. If  I  learn  anything  of  importance  on  tiiis 
matter  I  shall  let  you  know." 

Mr.  Cadell  writes  from  Edinburgh  on  the  same  day 
as  follows : — 

Mr.  Cadell  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"Edinbproe,  lOfA  OtL  18Z5. 
"  My  deab  Sib, — I  have  this  moment  had  a  call  from 

'  Mr.  Cadell  had  atated,  "Some  of  the  banka  here  are  now  taking 
S  per  cent,  above  six  moDthi,  but  it  ii  not  general;  tlie  opinion  ia  that 
it  win  not  latt  long." 
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James  Ballantyne,  with  a  letter  &oni  Sir  Walter  in  bia 
hand,  stating  tiiat  he  has  juat  finished  the  first  volume  of 
hia  Life  of  Buonaparte,  which  la  whoUy  occupied  with  a 
retrospect  of  the  French  fievolutiou,  and  he  adds, '  There 
are  to  be  four  moK~~-five  in  alL'  Ballantyne's  call  was 
to  suggest  the  question  to  you, '  Should  this  make  any 
change  in  the  mode  of  bringing  out  the  book?'  It  is 
now  clear  that  Sir  Walter  is  laying  a  broad  foandation, 
and  that  he  will  make  a  great  book.  Is  not/ve  volumes, 
post  size,  too  much  }  So  very  great  an  extenaion  in  the 
number  of  volumes  carries  the  book,  I  fear,  out  of  many 
readers'  hands,  and  I  question  if  half  the  number  in  this 
size  will  go  to  the  circulating  libraries.  Under  this  view 
of  the  matter,  will  it  not  be  more  pmdent  to  make  the 
work  in  four  stoat  octavos,  demi/  i  Thinking  tbat  yonr 
ideas  might  change  with  so  important  a  change  in  size,  I 
have  written  to  Cowan  not  to  make  any  poet  till  further 
orders,  and  it  will  be  well  to  know  your  views  about  it 
soon,  for  James  Ballantyne  expects  to  start  without  any 
delay. — I  am,  yours  truly.  Sob.  Cadell." 

Mb.  Cokstable  to  Ms.  CadeIiL. 

"  Loiowir,  161ft  Oeftiier  1826. 
"  My  deak  Sib, — Sir  Walter  mentioned  to  me  when  at 
Abbotsford  the  chance  of  a  fifth  volume,  and  mentioned 
something  as  to  the  introductory  part — which  he  showed 
me — forming  a  separate  publication,  which  I  said  de- 
cidedly would  be  a  vety  bad  plan,  and  I  thought  be  was 
not  to  propose  it  Four  volumes  would  doubtless  be 
more  saleable  than  five  volumes :  but  he  most  do  in  this 
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jost  as  aaita  him.  A  hietorical  work  may  bear  an  addi- 
tional volume,  tbou^  vith  a  vork  of  romance  it  might 
be  othervise,  and  I  would  certainly  not  alter  the  plan  of 
our  entire  publication.  Mr.  Lockhart,  who  is  here  at 
present,  tells  me  he  has  read  the  introdnctoiy  chapter, 
and  tliat  it  is  most  admirabla  Shall  I  write  to  Sir  Walta 
on  the  subject? 

"Mr.  RobinBon  spoke  to  me  yesterday  in  Waterloo 
Place  about  a  large  accommodation  for  three  and  four 
months.  I  did  not  at  the  moment  altogether  see  the 
bearings  of  it,  and  requested  he  would  write  to  you  on  the 
subject  On  due  consideration,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
it  would  not  suit  in  Uie  way  he  proposed,  and  I  have  tcJd 
him  so,  Yon  are  at  the  helm,  and  can  do  whatever  is 
suitable  and  useful  to  both.  There  certainly  is  a  great 
change  here  at  present^  but  Mr.  Dixon,  whom  I  have  just 
seen,  does  not  think  it  will  last,  but  recommends  caution. 
I  went  to  him  in  consequence  of  the  enclosed.  The  chief 
part  of  the  balance  arises  from  Glyn  and  Co.  not  having 
paid  £1300  advised,  etc.,  to  be  done  on  the  13th.  This  is 
very  awkward,  and  I  hope  the  mistake  is  at  Qlyn'a.  I 
am  to  call  at  Dixon  and  Co.'s  on  Monday,  and  shall  see 
whether  it  is  then  cleared  up.  Mr.  Dixon  very  genially 
observed  that  the  amount  of  our  drafts  was  at  present 
larger  than  usual  I  have  told  Bobinson  of  this,  and  that 
what  we  have  done  for  him  is  the  cause  of  it.  I  would 
not  use  Mr.  Carstairs  but  for  our  own  purposes.  Our 
Mend  J.  0.  R's  demand  was,  I  think,  a  large  one. — Yours 
truly,  Abch,  Cosbtable." 
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Mr.  Cadell's  opinion  on  this  subject  coincided  with  my 
fotller'8^— 

Mr,  Cadell  to  Me.  Constable. 

"  Edihbdkoh,  nth  Oct  182S. 

"  Mr  DEAjt  Sib, — I  write  to-day  on  account  of  a  letter 
I  have  from  Sobinson  about  cash,  which  has  put  me  com* 
pletely  out  of  sorts,  aa  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  what  to  do. 
He  says,  Draw  £10,000  on  Dixon  and  Co.,  and  £10,000 
on  CaiBtairs,  and  remit  to  me  in  course.  He  might  as 
well  say,  Draw  the  same  sums  on  the  Bank  of  England. 
It  was  only  on  Wednesday  that  we  increased  Caratatrs 
above  £2000  for  ourselves  in  consequence  of  repeated 
refusals  at  the  various  banks.  His  accoimt  is  very  high 
(£12,000).  As  to  Brooks  and  Co.,  it  is  higher  just  now 
than  ever  it  was  (£16,500),  and  they  ^ve  its  a  growl  the 
other  day.  It  would  be  madness  to  do  what  Eobinson 
says — I  mean  to  the  extent ;  absolute  madness.  It  would 
utterly  demolish  our  own  credit ;  and,  by  the  way,  as  you 
know.  Brooks  and  Co.  were  increased  largely  lately  for 
BobinsoQ  himself. 

"  We  cannot  get  one  shilling  of  London  from  Sandy 
Smith ;  if  we  could,  I  might  have  taken  £2000  on  credit, 
and  got  it  paid  somehow.  His  want  has  compelled  me  to 
assail  Dickinson  to  meet  onr  bills  at  Brooks  and  Co.,  also 
Hood's  for  a  small  bili  We  have  to  provide  Brooks  and 
Co.  with  £14,700  in  2fovember,  and  God  only  knows  how 
it  is  to  be  got !  They  have  refused  us  discount  just  now, 
but  I  have  asked  for  a  little  in  November  in  order  to 
help  us. 

VOL.  m.  2  a 
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"  Stich  is  our  exact  state,  and  not  ftum  otu  ovn  en- 
gagements, but  to  aid  J.  0.  E.  Had  we  twt  done  so  mueh 
already  for  Robiitson,  we  could  kave  done  a  great  dealjuit 
now,  but  having  done  a  great  deal  already,  it  is  whtAly  im- 
practKabU  to  do  much  just  now. 

"  There  is  nothing  that  I  would  not  do  for  our  iiiend ; 
the  amount  is  of  no  consequence,  but  to  do  it  with  caution 
and  prudence  is  the  rub.  I  have  not  been  so  mueh 
annoyed  for  a  loi^  time  as  at  our  inability  to  do  all 
Bobinson  wishes.  I  must  really  have  a  day's  considera- 
tion of  the  matter. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

"  Rob.  Cadell." 

In  my  other's  letter  of  the  18th  there  is  the  following 
passage  : — "  Money  matters  here  are  not  very  easy  with 
people  in  business.  No  discounts  but  at  short  dates,  and 
of  the  first  rate.  Our  friends  H.,  R,  and  Co.  have  enough 
on  hand  in  this  way,  but  their  credit  stands  very  high,  and 
few  large  concerns  stand  better ;  but  their  request  of  last 
week  was  rather  a  large  one,  and  I  will  not  feel  any  dis- 
appointment that  you  think  so,  and  that  whatever  is  to 
be  done  should  be  through  other  means.  Kothing  can  be 
added  to  Dixon  and  Co.  at  present ;  we  should  rather, 
were  it  possjile,  reduce  than  increase  such  accounts.  I 
have  said  all  this  to  Bobinson,  who  is  quite  prepared  to 
do  without  the  accommodation." 

Mb.  Cadell  to  Mr.  Constable. 

«  EDlHBUBaK,  ISih  Oct.  1826. 

"  My  dear  Sib, — How  completely  ray  letter  of  yester- 
day has  anticipated  your  sentiments  about  Sobinson'a 
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accoDuuodation,  08  expressed  in  yoar  letter  of  the  15th, 
received  this  momiug ;  and  hov  fortunate  it  ia  that  I  did 
not  increase  Dixon  and  Ca's  account !  As  I  stated  yes- 
terday, nothing  but  stark  staring  incompetency  would 
have  caosed  me  to  do  what  Kobinson  wanted ;  in  foct,  it 
would  have  demolished  us  utterly. 

"  I  have  "been  uneasy  for  some  days  about  Dixon  and 
Co.,  in  consequeDce  of  D.  Smith  and  Co.  having  little  or 
no  London  funds.  Smith  said  as  much  the  other  day,  in 
the  way  of  doubt  of  his  account  in  London  standing  the 
£1400  (not  £1300)  advised  on  the  13tb.  On  applying 
this  morning  I  find  it  would  be  paid  on  the  17th  posi- 
tively, and  the  delay  has  arisen  ftom  their  downright 
poverty  of  funds  at  Glyn  and  Co.'s.  Aa  I  stated  to  you 
yesterday,  and  as  your  letter  anticipates,  Bobinson  is 
the  sole  cause  of  our  account  with  Dixon  and  Co.  being 
so  bigb,  and  it  is  hard  to  aufTer  in  our  desire  to  oblige 
others ;  with  Carstairs  it  would  be  equally  foolish  to 
overstrain ;  were  we  to  do  so,  where  would  be  our  berth 
in  the  event  of  beiim;  put  in  a  comer  ourselves  ?  There 
is  nothing  that  I  would  not  do  to  do  Eobinson  all  the  good 
in  our  power ;  but  at  present  I  see  no  practicable  plan 
without  endangering  our  own  safety.  I  know  well  that 
Robinson  and  we  are  one  and  the  same  in  some  points 
of  view,  and  the  mutual  credit  of  both  must  be  main- 
tained ;  but  after  what  we  have  done,  more,  at  this 
moment,  is  past  our  power.  Bobinson  will  be  nearly 
prepared  for  this  by  my  letter  of  yesterday,  and  Brooks 
and  Co.'s  note  to  you  sets  tbe  matter  at  rest  .... 

"  BoBT.  Cadell." 
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.  My  father  writes  on  the  20th :—"  I  have  just  had  the 
pleasure  of  your  letter,  and  have  read  that  to  Bobinson, 
which  was  quite  right.  His  request  could  not  with  any 
propriety  be  attempted  at  present  I  need  not  say  a  word 
to  you  on  the  subject,  being  satisfied  you  will  look  to 
home,  which  is  very  much' our  good  triend  Mr.  Joseph's 
own  plan.  The  present  appearance  of  things  ia  certainly 
very  diBerent  from  last  year  at  the  same  period,  and  it 
will  most  likely  be  January  before  we  see  much  improve- 
ment The  book-trade  thrives  meantime  beyond  any 
former  period.  Longman  and  Co.  had  a  most  successful 
sale,  more  so  than  they  have  ever  had," 

On  the  22d  October  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  from  Edinburgh : 
— "You  would  find  all  right  at  Brooks  and  Co.,  but  I  assure 
you  it  would  have  been  the  height  of  folly  to  have  done 
what  Eobinson  wanted.  J.  0.  R  cares  nothing  hut  for 
fume,  I  have  seen  that  long  long,  and  aiter  telling  us 
not  to  have  any  connexion  with  Key,  it  is  barely  fair  to 
make  us  ask  favours  for  himself,  but  one  must  allow  a  great 
deal  at  a  pinch,  and  a  financier  in  a  comer  does  not 
stick  at  trifles  to  meet  the  day  and  the  way." 

From  London,  my  father  replied  on  the  24th  October : 
T— "  I  had  no  doubt  we  should  be  entirely  at  one  as  to 
fiobinson's  request  They  have  certainly  immense  pay- 
ments, but  they  have  great  resources  to  meet  them.  I 
shall  tell  you  all  I  think  as  to  these  matters  at  meeting. 
I  suspect  the  Print  concern  absorbs  a  great  deal  of  ready 
money,  though  no  doubt  profitable ;  but  H.,  R,  and  Co-'s 
pufchases  in  every  way  have  been  large,  and  they  have 
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a  large  stoclc.  There  certainly  never  waa  property '  in 
the  bands  of  any  one  where  more  real  activity  and  very 
fair  judgmcDt  were  at  work  than  in  this  concern.  As 
to  their  finance,  I  eee  clearly  that  there  mnst  be  no 
dependence  on  their  getting  anything  from  Scotland 
discounted  for  the  next  two  months  to  come,  short  of 
banker's  paper.  This  does  not  apply  alone  to  them,  but 
to  every  one  in  trade  at  the  present  moment.  Hothschild's 
operations  and  Joint-Stock  Companies  are  said  to  be  the 
great  cause  of  this.  H.,  R,  and  Co.' have  not  above  one- 
third  of  the  sum  on  discount  at  present  at  Glyn  and  Ca 
as  last  year  at  this  season,  and  they  have  nevertheless 
been  requested  to  get  all  they  can  elsewhere. 

"  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  Sir  Walter  would  take 
some  charge  of  the  bills  to  himself  and  Ballantyne  and  Co, 
for  the  next  two  months.  He  should  ask  Coutt^  and  Co. 
here,  and  Sir  William  Forbes  and  Co.  in  Edinburgh,  for 
good  round  sums.  Any  dishonour  at  Currie'a  would  play 
the  very  mischief.  I  think  it  right  to  give  these  hinte, 
which,  I  am  convinced,  would  produce  good  if  acted 
upon." 

Oete^  26. — "  Matters  appear  to  grow  worse  in  regard 
to  money,  I  think.  The  Bank  of  England  is  said  to  be 
limiting  the  discounts  daily.  The  booksellers,  so  far  as  I 
hear,  all  stand  firm,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hurst  told  me  on 
Sunday  that  they  never  experienced  more  regular  pay- 
ments,  both  in  town  and  country,  than  at  present.  I  do  not 
hear  that  our  friends  of  this  house  have  ever  each  a  thing 
as  a  returned  bill,  which  I  assure  you  is  very  pleasing," 
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"  Vert/  Private. — I  understend  the  visit  of  John  Gibeoa 
Lockhart  to  London  was  a  literary  one,  and  that  he  is  to 
be  editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review.  This  I  have  no  doubt 
is  a  wise  measure  on  both  sides.  The  Quarterly  has  been 
considei'ed  as  &llii^  for  some  time — the  Number  which 
has  just  appeared  is  a  very  dull  one.  J.  G.  L  goes  to  the 
English  bar." 

Mb.  Cadell  to  Mb.  Constablr 

"  EniNBiTRaa,  2Sth  Oct.  182S. 

"...  James  Campbell  is  likely  perhaps  to  say  something 
to  you  about  a  draft  I  have  sent  to  him  on  H.,  R,  and  Co.  for 
two  bills  due  in  November,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be 
able  to  manage  it.  It  will  relieve  so  much  Brooks  and  Ca, 
80  as  to  send  it  to  Robinson  and  Co.,  whose  bills  in  Novem- 
ber are  heavy.  I  think  before  the  20tb  we  shall  have  as 
much  Brooks  and  Co.  free  as  give  them  £3000. 

"  Brooks  and  Co.  had  little  reason  for  demurring  about  bill 
for  £1000  the  other  day — if  they  really  did  so,  but  our  letter 
may  have  been  mislaid.  By  sundry  measures,  our  drafts  on 
them  are  all  covered  up  to  12th  November,  which  is  a 
great  matter,  as  the  month,  owing  to  our  aid  to  H.,  R.,  and 
Co.,  is  very  lai^.  We  have  still,  however,  about  £8000 
to  send  them.  .  .  ." 

Mk.  Constable  to  Mb.  Cadell. 
October  31. — "I  was  in  Abchurch  Lane  to-day.  Mr. 
Carstairs  is  at  Ramsgate.  I  saw  Mr.  Cheape,  who  said 
the  Joint-Stock  Companies  bad  done  a  great  deal  of 
mischief,  and  would  do  more.  On  my  way  I  called  at 
Dixon  and  Co.'s,  where  I  hoped,  from  tiie  amount  of  yoor 
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remittances,  to  find  matters  improved.  I  regret  to  say  I 
fotmd  them  far  from  it  Mr.  D.  said  the  amonnt  of  the 
accounts  mast  be  reduced — that  their  own  credit  was  at 
stake—- ~the  old  drafts  not  paid  when  new  ones  were  pre- 
sented would  never  da  He  said  he  was  jrnt  about  send- 
ing for  me  to  have  a  conversation  on  the  subject  These 
increases  for  H.,  R,  and  Co.  have  alone  occasioned  this.  I 
am  to  call  again  to-morrow,  when  I  shall  write  yon  fully 
all  that  passes.  There  is  a  general  dittrmt  at  the  present 
moment  with  everybody.  I  have  fixed  to  leave  London  on 
Friday  morning,  and  I  hope  to  see  you  in  Princes  Street  on 
Monday.  I  might  have  remaiaed  here  longer,  but  I  dread 
cold,  and  besides,  I  should  like  to  be  at  head-quarters." 

November  1. — "As  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  yester- 
day, I  called  again  on  Mr.  Dixon  this  morning,  and  had  a 
short  coDveisation  with  him.  He  showed  me  your  letter 
of  the  28tb,  and  had  received  all  the  payments  therein 
referred  to,  covering  drafts,  and  a  note  to  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  up  to  the  13th ;  thb  is  oil  weU,  and  I  must 
say  meritoriously  dona  Mr.  D,  was  extremely  out  of 
humour  yesterday  about  the  amount  of  our  drafts,  and  the 
pell-mell  mode  of  new  ones  succeeding  the  old.  The 
emoonts,  he  remarked,  carried  accommodation  on  the  face 
of  them,  and  might  injure  the  credit  of  their  house — 
spbke  of  Mr.  Langdale  as  new  in  the  business — of  the 
whole  of  our  securities  being  generally  on  one  name  now, 
and  so  forth.  I  told  him  I  had  come  to  London  entirely 
for  selling  operations,  and  one  of  my  chief  aims  was  to 
divide  a  little  of  our  business ;  that  I  bad  succeeded  in 
some  measure  in  doing  so;  that  H.,  R,  end  Ca  were 
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p^^ons  of  large  capital,  aod  most  active  in  their  mode  of 
doing  busiuesa.  He  said  they  must  not,  however,  con- 
sider that  they  can  have  the  same  extent  of  credit  as  such 
an  old -established  honse  as  Longmans' — that  it  was  not 
wise  for  ourselves,— -in  short,  that  our  drafts  must  be 
brought  back  to  the  old  standard,  or  as  much  under  it  as 
we  possibly  could  till  times  improved,  as  be  trusted  they 
would  do, — he  said  at  the  rate  of  £2000  a  month  till  the 
account  was  at  £8000  or  so,  and  that  the  commencement 
should  be  made  nov. 

"  I  stated  the  whole  to  J.  0.  R,  and  proposed  making 
them  a  further  cash  payment  this  morning,  which  J.  0.  B, 
enabled  me  to  do.  In  short,  without  this  the  matter 
would  not  have  been  smooth,  and  he  might  have  refused 
the  drafts.  The  £2000  was  an  acceptance  of  Wentworth 
and  Co.,  bankers,  drawn  by  J.  Hurst,  Wakefield,  SKth  Oct, 
indorsed  by  him  to  H^  E.,  and  Co.,  the  proceeds,  I  believe, 
of  some  bills  discoanted  by  the  Wakefield  Bank.  This 
operation  seemed  entirely  to  satisfy  Mr.  Dixon.  I  said 
then,  a  draft  p.  jCIBOO,  which  he  showed  me  was  due  on 
the  16tb,  would  be  considered  as  provided  for,  and  not  to 
be  redrawn ;  or,  as  I  stated  to  him,  perhaps  it  m%ht  be 
more  convenient  to  reduce  the  drafts  portionally  than 
obliterate  such  a  large  one  at  once.  He  said,  'You  engage 
to  reduce  £2000  monthly,  and  I  am  satisfied ; '  and  thus 
we  parted  very  good  friends.  You  have  the  receipt  en- 
closed. He  said  our  cash  balance  was  large  enough  at 
present,  and  he  would  discount  and  apply  the  £2000  only 
when  it  was  required. 

"  The  state  of  this  matter  is  plainly  this — Money  is 
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veiy  difficult  to  be  procai«d,  and,  as  Mr.  Dixon  oliserved, 
they  were  hard  pressed  by  everybody.  Now,  my  dear 
sir,  I  have  done  my  best  I  have  given  you  a  very  full 
detail,  sod  shall  talk  it  over  at  meeting ;  but  the  accounta 
must  be  leduced  as  Mr.  D.  stipulat«d,  or  he  will  not  be 
pleased,  and  may  reftise  our  drafts  some  day.  He  ex- 
plained as  to  the  £1000  :  it  was  merely  from  the  want  of 
a  letter  of  advice. 

"  Hurst,  Bobinaon,  and  Co.  must  get  ea  few  drafts  on 
Dixon  as  possible,  and  when  they  do  get  them  they 
should  be  in  smaller  sums.  I  have  cautioned  J.  0.  R 
about  not  indorsing  them,  which  be  is  to  be  very  cai«ful 
not  to  do  for  the  future.  Ab  to  replacing  the  £2000,  you 
can  judge.  H.,  R,  and  Co.  have  got  a  great  lift  out  of 
the  ordinary  channel,  hut  they  have  much  still  to  do 
before  January.  Large  sums  are  awkward  things  to  meet 
in  bad  times  like  the  present  Mr.  Dixon  said  times 
would  mend  ;  the  exchange  was  now  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land, and  gold  plenty.  This  also  was  Mr.  Cheape's  remark 
yesterday." 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  Cadell  to  keep  matters  straight  were 
unremitting  and  judicious.  He  writes  on  November  5th 
to  my  fother,  who  had  left  London  as  he  intended,  on  the 
3d  instant,  and  returned  to  Polton  House : — 

"  The  banks  are  quiet — the  private  bankers  as  poor  as 
rats.  I  have  by  every  exertion  tried  to  get  as  much  in 
London  as  I  could,  to  meet  November,  so  as  to  save 
double  transactions — such  aa  baying  here,  etc,  then  dis- 
counting to  pay.    All  my  London  plans  have  succeeded. 

"  What  I  have  now  to  state  will  surprise  you.    Sir 
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Walter  has  been  stopped  in  the  second  volume  of  Boaey 
by  the  want  of  soTne  important  facts,  and  has  b^un  a 
novel — '  Woodstock  :  a  Tale  of  the  Long  Farliameat,* 
which  is  to  be  ready  in  February.  Kotwithstanding  this, 
Boney  is  to  go  on,  and  six  sheets  of  voL  i.  are  in  type. 
He  says  to  James  Ballantyne,  '  It  will  not  stop  long,  and 
with  the  Court  hours  I  shall  do  both  easily,  and  add 
£3000  per  annum  to  my  income.'  Tommy  Moore  was 
here  to-day  with  Mr.  Jeffrey.    He  is  at  Craigctook." 

Fatigue  and  anxiety  had  so  affected  my  father,  that, 
after  his  return  ^m  London,  he  was  for  some  time  con- 
fined to  bed,  and,  as  his  residence  was  six  miles  distant 
from  Edinbui^h,  intercourse  with  Ms  partner,  at  a  time 
when  it  ought  to  have  been  constant,  was  sadly  inter- 
rupted. Mr.  Cadell  was  much  startled  and  discomposed 
one  day  by  a  call  from  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who  told  him 
that  he  had  received  alarming  information  from  London 
'of  the  precarious  condition  of  Messrs.  Hurst,  Bobiuson, 
and  Co.,  and  indeed  that  my  father  had  left  London 
hurriedly  in  consequence  of  his  banker  having  "  thrown 
up  his  book."  Of  Sir  Walter's  midnight  visit  to  Polton, 
recorded  by  Mr.  Lockhart,^  strange  to  say  I  find  no  notice 
whatever,  and  on  the  18th  November,  the  date  of  his  call 
on  Mr.  Cadell,  Sir  Walter  was  resident  in  Edinburgh.  The 
following  extract  from  a  letter,  probably  written  after  a 
personal  interview  with  my  father,  shows  that  Mr,  Cadell 
had  at  once  and  correctly  guessed  the  source  of  the  alarm- 
ing rumour,  and  that  he  was  fully  alive  to  the  necessity 
for  checking  it,  were  that  still  possible : — 

'  See  Ijfe,  vol.  vi.  p.  106.    Mr,  LocUiMt  gire*  no  d»t«. 
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"  Frii>at,  ISlh  November  182S, 

"  Mv  DSAE  Sib, — I  got  bo  01, 1  may  say,  before  getting 
to  the  end  of  my  letter  to  Eobineon,  that  I  could  not 
write  over  ^in  to  you  what  I  have  said  to  him,  and  you 
may  suppose  that  I  have  felt  nneasy  all  day.  I  am  goiug 
to  see  Sir  Walter  ^in  before  I  go  to  dinner.  I  will  not 
press  him  for  his  iufoTmant,  but  I  wish  to  know  if  the 
informant  can  do  any  harm  to  us  here.  I  shall,  if  prac- 
ticable, see  you  on  Sunday,  and  before  I  close  this  may 
have  something  to  say  in  addition.  I  explained  most 
distinctly  the  Hop  traDBaction." 

"  QaoRai  SrxnT,  Friday  waUitg. 

"  I  resolved  to  see  Sir  Walter  ^ain,  but  before  doing 
so  went  to  Ballantyne  and  told  him  all  that  had  happened, 
and  asked  him  if  I  should  go  again  to  Sir  Walter.  He 
approved  most  highly,  and  I  have  just  been  with  him.  1 
apologized  for  ^ain  troublii^  him,  but  I  was  so  confident 
that  I  knew  who  told  him,  that  I  said,  '  I  do  not  think, 
Sir  Walter,  that  you  will  think  the  worse  of  me  for  ask- 
ing, not  your  authority,  but  it  your  authority  will  propa- 
gate the  rumour.'  He  at  once  owned  that  it  was  ly  letter, 
tliat  the  prominent  point  insisted  on  was  the  banker,  and 
that  as  to  that  and  evmything  else  he  had,  also  by  letter, 
given  the  most  foithful  account  of  what  he  had  seen  in 
Mr.  Dixon's  letter,  and  what  he  knew  by  our  payii^  him 
£2100,  which  we  had  only  to  ask  time  on  to  get  at  once, 
but  which  we  had  not  whispered  at,    Kow,  I  fancy  John 

Gibson  L is  the  informant,  and  no  other  person.    Sir 

Walter  said  that  the  information  was  given  kindly  to  him, 
and  with  all  kindness  to  us.    He  might  easily  have  said 
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something  to  Sir  Walter  -without  insisting  on  every  point 
as  stated  being  true. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
"  R  Cadbll." 

To  this  letter  my  Eather  replied  as  follows : — 

"  PoLTwr,  IM  Jfavember  182S. 

"  Mt  dear  Snt, — ^The  affairs  of  this  life  are  composed 
of  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil,  as  yonr  enclosures  of  this 
morning  decidedly  show.  Yon  have  done  what  vaa  quite 
right  in  regard  to  explanations  and  your  letter  to  Bobin- 
80U.  There  is  juat  one  point  which  I  am  anxious  about, 
aod  yon  will  oblige  me  much  by  doing  what  I  am  now 
about  to  request, — that  you  offer  Sir  Walter  Scott,  if  he 
will  read  them,  all  my  letters  to  you  from  the  day  1 
arrived  in  London  till  the  time  I  left  it,  and  they  will 
show  whether  any  of  my  proceedings  were  abrupt ;  at  all 
events,  I  think  Sir  Walter  will  not  refuse  to  look  at  one 
letter  in  particular,  fixing  the  exact  day  when  I  proposed 
setting  out;  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  I  very  nearly 
kept  to  my  time ;  and  it  is  at  all  events  known  to  yoa 
that  I  did  not  leave  London  without  accomplishing  the 
boBinesa  which  carried  me  there, — arrangements  as  to  the 
Miscellany. 

"  My  calls  on  Mr.  Bixon  were  not  connected  with 
money  n^otiations,  having  lefE  all  these  in  your  hands, 
and  about  their  safety  I  never  had  a  moment's  dread,  but 
to  inquire  for  him  as  an  old  and  steady  friend,  and  to 
show  the  establishment  the  respect  due  to  it,  that  my 
health  was  restored,  etc.  My  communications  to  you  of 
what  passed  are,  I  believe,  pretty  full     Our  account  was 
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larger  than  usual,  &nd  it  was  mntually  agreed  on  both 
sides  should  be  reduced  withia  the  next  four  months  as 
near  the  common  standard  as  we  found  convenient,  which 
I  knew  to  be  your  wish  as  well  as  my  own ;  but  there 
was  DO  proposition  of  shutting  accounts.  I  hope  we 
parted  on  very  different  tenns ;  indeed,  I  never  left  Lon- 
don at  any  time  more  satisfied  of  the  certainty  of  our 
banker's  account  standing  on  the  firmest  foundation, — ■ 
their  holding  no  securities  but  of  the  very  best  description. 
"  As  to  n.,  R,  and  Co.  there  was  doubtless  a  good  deal 
of  conversation.  I  did  not  feel  myself  called  upon  to  ex- 
plain all  I  knew  of  their  affairs,  but  I  said  this,  and  will 
repeat  it,  that  my  confidence  in  the  house  was  washaken, 
as  you  know  it  to  be.  It  distresses  me  greatly,  however, 
that  such  reports  should  get  abroad.  I  will  not  hazard  a 
conjecture  in  writing,  but  I  think  I  can  point  out  to  you 
the  source  from  whence  all  this  flows.  God  forgive  the 
inventors  of  evil,  who  grow  rather  more  numerous  than 
one  could  wish  I  I  entreat  of  you  to  explain  to  Sir  Walter 
that  my  leaving  London  in  any  abrupt  way  is  utterly  false. 
It  was  known  to  most  of  my  friends  that  I  was  to  leave 
London  about  the  3d  of  November,  for  fully  a  week  pre- 
vious to  that  date;  some  of  them  perhaps  were  disap- 
pointed that  I  did  not  remain  to  give  them  more  meat 
and  drink.  They  might  consider  my  departure  abrupt, 
but  no  one  with  whom  I  had  any  business  to  transact 
will  make  any  such  allt^tion.  I  send  purposely  to  town 
with  this ;  I  dictate  this  in  bed.  Had  I  been  able  to  sit 
up  I  should  not  have  used  the  pen  of  another  on  an 
occasion  like  the  present,  but  I  cannot  avoid  it 
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"  I  hope  you  will  let  me  see  you  here  to-morrow,  if 
but  for  half-an-hour,  when  I  shall  be  prepared  aa  to  The 
Cook's  Oracle  and  other  matters. 

"  I  find  I  shall  require  James  Shaw's  aasiiitance  here  on 
Monday,  if  he  can  come  out  in  the  moming,  that  I  may 
have  a  long  day  of  kie  pen.  We  must  apply  to  Mr.  Huie, 
and  have  the  additious  made  to  Arrowsmith. — I  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  truly  yours,  Ahchd.  Constable. 

"  The  people  in  the  shop  are  very  irr^ular  in  sending 
me  out  the  newspapers.  I  have  only  got  two  Moming 
Chronicler  this  week.  I  want  the  Courant  of  Monday 
List" 
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Comtpondmce  of  my  fcther  usi  Hr.  Cadell  raent  measures  for  sacoiity— 
Sir  Waltar  Scott's  SMistuice  pnposed — EztracU  from  "  Ufa,"  tnd  ttota 
Sir  Wolter'i  private  Jonmal,  not  quotod  b;  Mr.  Lockbart — Commarcial 
gloom  incTMaiag— Didionoured  Bills  ratomsd— Plan  of  Mr.  Cadell  tor 


Thk  breaks  in  the  continuity  of  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Cadell  and  my  father  at  this  exciting  period  could 
only  be  filled  by  theii  converH&tion  at  meeting,  of  vhich 
unfortunately  I  possess  no  record ;  but  their  letters  mam- 
feat  complete  agreement  as  to  the  steps  necessary  or 
(fesirable  to  be  taken.  On  the  22d  November  the  follow- 
ing letters  passed  between  them : — 

Mb.  Cokstable  to  Mb.  Cadell. 

"PoLioir,  22dlfm.  1S2S. 

"  Mt  deab  Sis, — I  have  this  instant  your  letter,  with 
Bobinson'e,  which  is  what  I  have  been  looking  for  for 
some  days.  I  have  just  tried  whether  I  could,  with  Amr 
BAFETT,  attempt  walking  or  moving  about  so  as  to  go  to 
town  and  ctmsult  with  yon,  but  I  find  I  must  not  attempt 
it.  To-morrow  I  hope  I  shall  be  stronger,  and  see  you, 
which  yoa  cannot  doubt  I  have  deep  anxiety  to  do. 

"  For  this  day  deliberate,  and  let  us  be  prepared  to  see 
Sir  Walter  8cott  to-morrow.  Perhaps  you  had  as  well 
enclose  or  give  him  Sobinaoa's  letter,  and  juat  plump  the 
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question  as  to  £10,000  through  his  influence,  provided  it 
can  be  without  explanations  to  banks,  which  would  min 
all  It  muet  be  in  the  way  of  two  bonds,  say  £5000  each. 
Sir  Walter  getting  Bobinson's  acceptances  for  the  whole, 
theii  security  and  ours  also  to  the  bonds.  Might  not  Mr. 
Kermack  manage  one  of  them,  and  Mr.  Gibson-Ciaig  the 
other !  but  I  would  not  make  a  movement  of  any  kind 
with  regard  to  the  last  just  yet,  nor  till  we  see  what  can 
be  done  in  another  quarter,  as  the  affair  must  be  kept 
a  secret  from  the  banks.  Perhaps  Provost  Henderson 
might  lend  a  lift  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  ourselves,  and  Hurst, 
Kobinson,  and  Co.,  on  an  explanation — only  that  all  that 
goes  on  there  at  Jvrst  will  be  talked  about.  We  can  make 
very  different  explanations  to  Sir  Walter  than  to  any  one 
else,  his  interest  and  knowledge  being  very  different. 
The  acceptances  indorsed  by  T.  H.  would  have  great 
we^ht,  and  will  be  got,  I  doubt  not. 

"  On  the  whole,  if  it  be  possible,  I  would  like  to  see  you 
here  in  the  evening,  if  but  for  AK  HOUR,-  to  concert  mea- 
sures for  to-morrow.  Do  try  this.  I  have  no  doubt  Sir 
Walter  could  get  £5000  at  the  New  Bank, — half  now  and 
half  next  month,  as  if  a  natimd  transaction. 

"  As  to  K,  R.,  and  Co.  I  have  no  actdal  dread,  unless 
half  the  trade  stop.  They  have  heavy  payments  to  as  in 
December,  from  1st  to  15th,  about  £5000,  and  we  have 
£2000  ou  the  7th  as  per  list  Sobinson  gave  me. 

"  I  have  been  ruminating  and  casting  in  my  mind  as  to 
Dixon  and  the  reports,  and  I  think  I  could  iiowTepcat 
every  syllable  that  passed  between  us.  There  was  one 
thing  he  obsen^ed  in  the  first  conversation.     When  talk- 
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ing  of  all  OKE .  NAME,  lie  said  he  might  give  a  collateral 
security,  such  as  the  insurances  they  paid  annually.  We 
then  went  into  the  reduction  of  the  accotint,  and  next  day, 
when  the  reduction,  etc,  was  fixed,  I  asked  if  all  would 
now  be  as  he  wished.  He  said  yes ;  he  wanted  a  reduc- 
tion for  the  sake  of  comfort  Now,  in  order  to  keep 
OUT  account  there  quite  strong — and  it  is  of  first-rate 
importance  it  be  so^I  would  send  him  the  Eock  policy 
on  my  life.  Indeed,  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  he 
may  not  be  expectii^  it.  You  know  Mr.  Dixon's  quiet 
«ny  of  speaking ;  and  if  you  agree  with  me  I  would  send 
it  immediately,  and  then  ask  him  for  tJie  deposit  bills  aa 
the  drafts  are  diminished,  leaving  to  him  to  send  back  or 
retain  what  he  liked  beat.  Kow,  my  dear  iriend,  this 
piece  of  finance  is  necessary  on  a  full  interpretation  of 
Mr.  Dixon'a  words  and  manner.  It  may  be  expected, 
end  we  must  run  no  hazards  of  losing  ground  in  that 
quarter.  I  don't  think  I  mentioned  this  in  my  letters,  but 
now  that  the  atorm  increasea  I  shall  be  quite  unhappy 
till  it  is  done. 

"  With  regard  to  anything  in  my  power  personally,  I 
shall  of  course  exert  every  nerve.  I  have  cash  to  borrow 
to  pay  the  new  buildings,  and  the  property  stands  so  that 
it  would  not  hear  JCIOO  more.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
ascertain  how  the  banks  here  continue  aifected.  Write 
me  two  lines,  and  say  whether  you  are  to  speak  to  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  and  if  I  am  to  see  you  this  evening.  I 
wrote  a  few  lines  to  Bobinson  yesterday,  and  shall  write 
again  to-day,  merely  in  terms  of  comfort  and  kindness. 

VOL  ML  2  B    . 
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I  Biud  yeaterda;  that  oar  united  efforta,  influence  and 
skill  would  be  used  for  him. 

"  If  EohinsoD  keep  Glyn  and  Co.  right,  and  if  all  con- 
tdnnes  well  with  us  and  Dixon,  there  is  not  so  much  to 
dread ;  but  either  going  wrong  would  be  the  first  approadi 
of  ruin.  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  not  aay  a  word  to 
Mr,  Gibson-Craig  till  after  it  is  ascertained  what  Sir 
Walter  can  do.  I  could  give  yon  many  reasons  for  this, 
but  all  I  daresay  will  strike  youreel£  I  am  quite  aware 
of  your  present  difficult  task,  and  do  most  deeply  lament 
that  Fate  has  arranged  bo  as  to  prevent  my  being  at  your 
elbow  at  this  moment,  as  I  trust  I  shall  be  to-morrow  at 
this  time. — Yours  sincerely,  Aecbd.  Constable. 

"  ffaif-paat  lot, 

"  What  you  have  said  to  Bohinson  was  all  quite  proper, 
and  what  you  propose  doing  for  him  is,  I  am  sure,  all 
that  you  can  with  any  propriety  do." 

Mr.  Cadell  to  Mr.  Constable. 
"  Private, 

"  134  Gbobcib  Stbbet,  Tvaday  momiitg, 
22d  Nov.,  Hi4f-pcuA  Fivt  o'dodc 
"  Mt  deab  Snt, — I  wrote  to  you  last  night  with 
Robinson's  letter.  I  have  had  no  rest  all  night,  my 
fears  are  so  great ;  and  I  assure  you  I  see  no  other  way 
than  our  making  a  moat  gigantic  exertion  to  relieve 
J.  0.  R,  and  make  ourselves  snug.  I  am  quite  clear  that 
we  miist  make  an  immediate  communication  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott ;  perhaps  he  can  aid  us ;  and  after  what  has  passed 
betwixt  him  and  me,  J.  0.  R's  letter  is  nothing  extraor- 
dinaiy,  for  the  very  reports  Sir  Walter  heard,  Robinson 
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alludes  to,  and  I  told  Sir  Walter  that  these  very  reports 
might  bring  about  the  embarraeBments  dreaded. 

"  I  vould  suggest,  in  addition,  that  Mi-.  Gibson-Craig  be 
conenlted,  for  as  our  existence  rests  on  Kobinson,  it  is  our 
bonnden  duty  to  ourselves,  to  our  families,  and  to  our 
characters,  to  make  every  exertion  to  aid  him,  and  keep 
cm  own  matters  right,  I  would  sacrifice  nothing,  but  I 
would  consider  v}i&t  secnrities  we  could  put  into  Mr. 
Gibson's  hands,  so  as  to  induce  him  to  give  his  powerful 
aid  for  £10,000  or  thereby — not  a  groat  leas  will  do. 
We  have  sent  J.  0.  K,  and  are  to  send  him,  all  our 
tangible  funds ;  I  would  try  by  something  extra  to  re- 
place them,  and  send  Bobiuson  £6000  further — ^no  two- 
penny-halfpenny matter  will  now  da 

"  I  have  again  written  to  J.  0.  K,  and  suggested  his 
sending  us  some  indorsed  trade  bills,  or  four  promissory- 
notes  for  £2600  each,  and,  if  practicable,  with  Mr.  Thos. 
HuTsf  s  indorsation. 

"  If  you  cannot  come  in  to-day,  send  me  Robinson's 
letter,  and  your  remarks  and  su^estions.  I  may  men- 
tiou  to  you  that  we  have  no  money.  We  have,  I  regret 
to  say,  been  borrowing  at  all  hands.  We  must,  as  I  said 
to  you  on  Sunday,  set  to  work  to-day,  and  get  cash  where 
we  can.     I  am  full  of  doubts  and  fears  on  this  score. 

"  I  am  clear  that  we  should,  in  candour  to  Sir  W. 
Scott,  let  him  know  how  Eobinson  stands.  If  we  don't,  he 
might  say,  '  Why  did  yon  not  tell  me  i  I  could  have 
given  you  some  aid.'  It  is  a  curious  circumstance  that  I 
wrote  to  Jas.  B.  yesterday  afternoon,  with  a  note  how  I 
thought  be  should  manage  December  payments,  and  stated 
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J.  0.  R's  uam«  for  £2000  in  three  bills,  so  that  my  feel- 
logs  about  No.  5  Fall  Mall  were  pure  befoi«  the  letter 
received  last  night  came  to  hand." 

Mk.  Gadexl  to  Mr.  Constable. 

"  Enhburoh,  22d  November  1825. 
"  My  DlSAB  Sir, — Sir  Walter  and  Ballantyne  were  here 
an  hour  to-day,  thinking  yonrself  or  a  message  might  pop 
in,  but  till  just  now  (two  o'clock)  there  were  no  tidings. 
Sir  Walter  is  bearing  the  matter  like  a  bold,  good  man, 
but,  of  course,  is  diffident  of  saying  that  he  can  do  any- 
thing till  he  sees  what  Jas.  Ballantyne  and  Co.  do  in  their 
cash  matters.  I  regret  your  letter  is  not  such  as  I  can 
show  him.  I  wish  it  had  been.  I  asked  Ballantyne  at 
once  if  he  thought  £5000  could  be  managed ;  he  could, 
he  said,  say  nothing  till  he  saw  how  his  discoont  waa 
You  are  too  anxious  as  to  explaining  about  Dixon  and  Co., 
I  mean  to  Sir  Walter ;  that  is  now  at  an  end,  and  the 
more  you  say  now  on  that  point,  the  more  awkward  I  must 
of  necessity  appear.  Sir  Walter  once  or  twice  said,  Are  we 
safe  in  assisting  this  house  ?  I  did  everything  I  could  to 
impress  their  importance  upon  us. 

"  I  assure  you  nothing  would  prevent  my  coming  out 
to  see  you,  but  my  exhaustion.  I  was  up  almost  all 
last  night.  I  hfive  Dixon  and  Co,  and  J.  0.  E.  to  write 
this  afternoon,  and  notwithstanding  the  unremittii^  and 
excellent  exertions  of  Mr.  Auchie,  I  have  great  difficulty 
to  keep  my  head  cool  for  comers,  and  to  trim  the  ship. 
We  are  at  the  Commercial  to-day,  and  will  get  our  answer 
to-morrow.     We  have  bad  a  refusal  at  Eamsay's  to-day. 
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owing  to  our  account  being  so  high.  We  go  to  the  Boyftl 
to-morrow,  answer  on  Thursday.  I  am  thinking  of  the 
Ifational  Bank  to-morrow  alao,  and  Sir  William  Forbes 
and  Co.  on  Thursday.  I  could  not  personally  get  on  just 
now  but  by  leaving  my  letters  for  my  own  house  in  the 
evening,  where,  sEt«r  getting.-  the  post,  I  can  sit  down 
without  interruption,  and  wi^te  to  London.  Thia  will 
show  yon  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  out  to  you  just  now. 
I  think  Sir  Walter,  on  your  representation,  will  do  what 
yon  propose ;  and  I  think  £5000  could  be  soon  got  on 
bond.  He  was  abusing  me  for  paying  the  £3100,  and 
not  foi«seeiiig  this.  Seeing  you  in  good  pluck  will  make 
bim  do  anything.  He  is  to  have  Woodstock  ready  in 
January.  He  was  most  anxious  to  know  how  you  felt. 
I  shall  write  him  two  lines  to  say  that  you  are  not 
knocked  down.  No  exertion,  no  influence,  no  thought, 
shall  be  wanting,  I  assure  you,  on  my  part.  You  are  right 
to  do  all  without  the  banks,  if  possible.  If  they  keep 
open  for  bills,  it  will  do  well ;  hut  we  must  hava  a  bed  of 
fuaiice  forihwith,  and  strong  and  nervous  measures  adopted 
— this  is  no  peddling  matter. 

"  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Gibson  about  the  Eock  policy. 
I  shall  say  if  I  succeed  in  getting  it ;  if  so,  it  shall  go  to 
Dixon  and  Co.  this  night. — I  am,  ever  yours  truly, 

' "  R.  Cadell. 

"After  writing  this,  I  have  ^ain  read  your  letter  with 
the  utmost  attention ;  there  is  nothing  in  it  Uiat  is  not 
quite  right,  and  I  most  cordially  concur  in  every  word  of 
what  you  propose ;  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  about  the 
National  Bank.    Bobert  Cameron  had  a  bill  of  yours  at 
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B.  L.  Co.  to-day.  They  aent  him  word  that  as  it  was 
beyond  six  months  it  would  be  4^  per  cent ;  on  this  our 
worthy  friend  sent  for  it,  and  told  them  he  would  return 
it  in  eight  days.  Thifl  shows  that  all  is  sound  there  at 
any  rate. 

"  I  have  just  got  the  policy  from  Mr.  Gibson — it  goes 
to-night  B.  C." 

On  the  same  day  we  find  in  Mr.  Lockharf  s  "  Life  "  a 
quotation  from  the  diary  Sir  Walter  had  begun  to  keep 
two  days  before,  which  I  shall  here  ttansoribe : — 

"  Here  ia  a  mstter  tor  a  Hay  morning,  but  mach  fitter  fw  a 
November  011&  The  genenl  diatren  in  the  city  ha«  affected  Hnnt 
and  RobinBon,  Coutable'a  great  agenti.  Should  they  ^  it  ia 
not  likely  that  Constable  can  ataud,  and  *nch  an  event  wonid  lead 
to  great  diatrew  and  perplexity  on  tbe  part  of  Jamee  Ballaatyne 
and  myielf.  Thank  God,  I  have  enongh  to  pay  more  than  20a.  in  the 
pound,  taking  mattera  at  the  very  woraL  Bnt  mnch  inconvenienoa 
mnet  be  the  coMeqaenoe.  I  bad  a  leMwn  in  1314  which  'ihonld  have 
done  good,  but  tucceaa  and  abundance  crafted  it  from  my  mind.  Bat 
thii  ia  no  time  for  jonmalizing,  or  moralizing  either.  Neoenity  ia  like 
a  loar-faced  oook-maid,  and  I  a  tam-apit  ehe  hai  flogged,  ere  now, 
tiU  he  mounted  bii  wheel.  If  Woodatook  can  be  oat  by  36th  Jaunaiy 
it  will  do  mnch,  and  it  ii  ponible.  Could  not  write  to  purpoae  for 
thick  .ooming  fanoiee. 

"  My  ipinning-wheel  ia  anld  and  stiff. 

The  rock  o't  wiuna  stand,  air; 
To  ke^  the  temper  {nn  in  ti^ 

Employa  aft  my  hand,  rir." 

On  the  following  day,  Sir  Walter  wrote  as  follows  in 
his  private  journal : — "  Constable  has  been  here,  as  lame 
as  a  duck  upon  his  1^8,  bat  his  hwt  and  courage  aa  firm 
aa  a  cock.    He  has  convinced  me  we  will  do  well  to  sup- 
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port  the  London  house.  He  has  sent  them  about  £5000, 
aud  proposes  we  should  horrow,  on  our  joint  securi^, 
£6000  for  their  accconmodatioa ;  James  Ballantyne  and 
Bobeit  Cadell  present  I  muat  be  guided  by  them,  and 
hope  for  tiie  best  Certainly  to  part  company  would  be 
to  incur  an  awfiil  risk."  This  passage  Mr.  Lockhart  has 
neglected  to  quote. 

Me.  Cadsll  to  Mb.  Constable. 

"  TXmday,  24fA  Nov. 

"  Mt  de&s  Snt, — I  have  no  word  from  you  yet,  but  I 
expect  some  soon.  I  have,  however,  good  news  from  the 
Boyal  Bank,  who  gave  ua  all  we  ashed — £4000,  and  I 
expect  Kermack's  whole  £6000  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
You  will  see  by  the  Courant  the  rumours  of  failures  in 
London.  I  thank  God  we  are  now  better  prepared  for  a 
storm;  last  Friday  we  had  not  a  gioat  of  our  ovm,  we 
had  £2200  borrowed.  My  spirits  are  now  better,  and 
with  the  additions  we  shall  to-morrow  or  next  day  send 
to  J.  0.  R,  I  hope  the  best  My  tactic  is  this — to  send 
Eobinson  all  we  can,  and  to  get  cor  accounts  here  filled ; 
our  support  will  keep  J.  0.  R  up  in  money  and  spirits,  and 
should  the  London  reports  get  ding-dong  here,  which  I 
think  is  likely,  as  they  are  in  print,  we  have  not  oar  dis- 
counts to  ask,  but  they  ate  in  our  hands,  and  cash  to 
stem  the  storm.  No  manceuvre,  no  generalship  shall  be 
wanting,  but  I  think  we  will  he  fortunate  not  to  be  talked 
of  yet  as  connected  with  H.,  R,  and  Co. ;  it  has  not  taken 
place,  bat  I  care  httle  for  that,  it  may  come.  '  Trim,  trim 
tlie  ship,  and  sit  quiet,'  as  tiie  song  says,  is  my  motto ;  but 
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I  am  8tiU  aomehow  of  opiuion  tbat  Mr.  Hurst^s  letter  bodes 
more  demands  than  £5000,  or  £10,000  either, — bet  it 
will  probably  be  well  on  in  December  when  the  addition 
is  necessary.  Juat  aa  I  am  writing*  this,  Sir  Walter  has 
come  in.  I  regret  I  had  not  got  Mr.  Hoist^s  letter ;  if 
it  comes,  I  shall  call  and  show  it  to  him,  I  have  done  all 
I  could  to  ease  his  mind,  but  the  shock  has  still  to  be 
stood  here,  therefore  I  do  not  allow  myself  any  lack  of 
vigilance.     Mnch  more  of  this  will  hurt  one." 

On  the  24th  my  father  writes  to  Mr.  Cadell : — "  I  have 
great  hopes  that  matters  will  soon  get  right  in  the  south. 
Yonr  letters  of  last  night  would  hdp,"  Sir  Walter,  in  his 
journal  of  the  29th,  has  entered : — "  I  found  a  letter  from 
Cadell,  giving  a  cheering  account  of  things  in  Londoa 
Their  correspondent  is  getting  into  his  strength.  Three 
days  ago  I  would  have  been  contented  to  buy  this  oonaola, 
as  Judy  says,  dearer  than  by  a  dosen  falls  in  the  mud.^ 
.  In  his  quotation  &om  the  private  journal,  Mr.  Lockhart 
has  omitted  the  conclusion  of  this  sentence ;  it  runs  thus, — 

"  For  hnd  the  great  Constable  fallen, 

'  0  what  •  fill  were  there,  my  coaiitiTinen  ! ' " 

Another,  and  an  important  passage  in  Sir  Walter's  diary, 
which  Mr.  Lockhart  has  omitted  to  quote,  occurs  in  the 
entry  for  December  I8th,  and  is  as  follows : — 

"I  haveftboat  £10,000  of  Conetabto'i,  for  which  I  un  boimd  to  give 
litenrj  tbIdo.  Bat  if  I  am  obliged  to  pajr  other  debta  for  him,  I  will 
take  leave  to  retain  thia  nun  at  hi*  credit.  We  aball  have  made  aome 
bU^  questions  of  Hterftty  property  amongst  ui.  Once  mote,  patittioe, 
couiin,  and  shofBe  the  carda." ' 

From  this  last  passt^  it  would  appear  tbat  the  prospects 
*  See  infra,  p.  441. 
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in  the  boqUi  were  becoming  more  gloomy,  and  the  follow- 
ing sentences  in  letters  from  my  father  and  his  partner 
confirm  that  view : — 

"Emmnmos,  JIfonday  morning,  2Bth  Nov.  1825. 

"  .  .  I  do  not  enclose  J.  0.  B-'s  letter  to-day,  as  he  haa 
written  to  yonraelC  He  la  quite  charmed  with  my  plan  of 
annonncing  Woodstock ;  he  says  it  is  better  than  money, 
and  will  do  them  more  good.  It  was  an  admirable 
thought. 

"  I  am  not  at  all  comfortable  about  money  matters 
generally.  All  the  bankers  here  are  dull,  and  preparing 
for  a  storm ;  they  are  refusing  right  and  left  any  more 
advances  on  houses,  and  some  smashing  in  that  line  is 
expected.  I  know  at  the  Bank  of  Scotland  opinions 
are  not  favoiiTable  to  a  comfortable  winter.  The  same 
at  the  B.  L  Co. 

"  I  am  therefore  doubly  anxious  to  see  the  Miscellany 
in  going  progress ;  the  same  with  Woodstock.  .  .  ." 

My  father  writes  on  11th  December: — "I  have  yours 
of  last  night,  along  with  the  Globe.  Matters  do  indeed 
look  very  far  from  well  in  the  south,  but  I  hope  they  will 
not  continue  so  long.  I  shall  he  with  you  early  to-morrow. 
My  anxieties,  I  assure  you,  are  quite  equal  io  your  own. 
.  .  .  The  bargain  as  to  the  Miscellany  is  tender  ground 
at  present,  but  I  hope  it  will  do." 

Mr.  Gadell  to  Mb.  Conbtablb. 

"  Tvetday  eeemng,  \2A  Deeen^>er, 

"  I  missed  you  to-day  by  a  few  6econd&  You  were 
driving  round  the  comer  of  the  Bridge  when  I  emerged 
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ftom  Ballanlyne'a.  I  have  there  done  what  I  oonBidered 
a  duty.  I  found  Jas.  6.'8  matteia  covered  to  Saturday 
only,  and  at  once  got  him  to  agree  to  represent  along  wiUi 
me  the  inatatU  naxigity  of  Sir  W.  boiroviug  £10,000 
on  Abbotefotd.  I  wrote  a  letter  on  the  apot^  which  James 
B.  enclosed.  Greo.  Hogarth  came  in  at  this  moment,  and 
said  that  he  could  get  him  the  moaey  in  twenty-foor 
hours.  The  letter  was  despatched  forthwith.  I  do  not 
know  how  he  may  receive  it,  hnt  I  know  this,  if  we  do 
not  all  of  us  exert,  our  occupation  will  soon  end.  I  atn 
not  too  gloomy ;  a  gloomy  man  exerts,  a  sanguine  one 
thinks  things  will  mend  and  sits  wi^ '  his  hands  across ; 
that  will  not  do  juat  now.  I  have  at  all  events  done  my 
duty  to  Sir  W. ;  he  cannot  blame  me  after  this ;  and  in 
case  any  circumstance  should  arise  whereby  you  may  see 
him  t«-morrow  before  me,  it  is  as  well  that  you  know 
what  I  have  done. 

"  And  now  let  me  entreat  of  you  to  exert  yourself ;  it  is 
just  now  for  all ;  I  see  it  as  clear  as  the  sun ;  and  if  you 
have  any  means  that  you  can  make  available,  now  is  the 
time.  I  have  done  and  am  doing  all  that  is  practicable. 
I  have  from  private  friends  £2600.  The  nerve  that  is 
now  necessary  is  just  once  for  all ;  if  not  done,  honour, 
character,  eta,  are  away.  If  Sir  W.  does  not  see  this, 
I  cannot  help  it  I  have  sonnded  the  alarm ;  if  those  in- 
terested more  than  I  am  will  not  echo,  I  shall  have  the 
consolation  of  thinking  that  in  all  paints  I  have  done 
my  duty,  and  died  game.  Things  are  to  me  so  gloomy 
that  my  countenance  has  ob%ed  me  to  tell  Mrs.  C.  ot  the 
dangers  that  threaten  as." 
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"  Saiarday  moniHg. 

"  Mt  deab  Sm, — ^Neither  of  the  within  are  good-  When 
our  friend  cannot  raise  £387,  the  amount  of  Mr.  William's 
bill,  it  18  not  the  thing.  Jaa.  B.  has  just  been  with  me. 
I  showed  him  Bobinson's  letter. 

"  I  do  say  to  you  most  Iraokly,  that  I  do  not  think  your 
being  in  town  to-morrow  will  do  any  good.  I  do  not  see 
much  good  to  come  from  London.  .  .  . 

"  Sandag  eneitkig. 

"  It  is  very  fortunate  that  this,  fr^m  an  accident^  was 
not  sent  last  night,  those  to-night  are  so  very  different ; 
and  really  Bobinson,  to  say  but  little,  usee  us  very  iU.  I 
shall  tell  you  in  the  morning  what  were  the  proceedings 
of  the  day.  In  consequence  of  Bobiuson's  abominable 
letter  of  last  night,  coupled  with  Hood's,  I  have  been  in 
such  a  state  I  cannot  tell  you." 

On  December  24  Sir  Waltei^s  private  diary  has  the 
following  passage : — 

"Conatable  has  a,  aew  BchetiiBof  pabluhisg  the  worki  of  the  Author 
of  Wsrerley  in  >  raperior  atyle,  a,t  £1,  li.  Tolums.  He  sayB  he  will 
sanrer  for  making  £20,000  of  thii,  uid  liberally  offered  me  ftny  shsre 
of  the  profit*.  I  hare  do  great  cUim  to  any,  aa  I  h»ve  only  to  oontri- 
bate  the  notei,  which  ara  light  work ;  yet  a  few  thonaauda  ooming  in 
will  be  a  good  thing — beddet  the  Printiiig  Offioe.  CoMtable,  thongh 
vftletadiuary,  and  croaa  with  bia  partoer,  ia  certainly  m  good  a  pilot 
in  tliew  rongh  aeaa  aa  ever  man  put  faith  in." 

Mb.  Cadell  to  Ms.  Constable. 

"  zm  Dec. 
"  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  General  Johnston's  funeral  at 
12.    Bat  as  all  is  now  right  with  good  Mr.  Caretairs,  we 
will  have  to  make  a  push  with  the  B.  L.  Co.  to  secure 
onrselvea. 
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Up  to  7  Jujr.  we  miut  hkvs    ....        £14,000 

I  Me   ao  ahaoce   of  getting  thu  from  ordinary 

acting  but  I  hftve  Ikid  wide  about  £6400  of 

tHlli,  which  I  am  Bora,  on  a  ceprewntation,  Mr. 

Oilchrist  will  give  to  ti«  .         £6,400 

nvmBankoia,  2,000 

Nat.  Bank, 1,000 

Caih  and  Mindriea,  S.OOO 

£14,400 

"  Tea  could  easily  introduce  yourself  with  a  copy  of  the 
Miscellany,  and  bring  on  the  matter  with  Mr.  Gilchrist 
This  is  absolutely  necessary  also  on  account  of  Key  and 
Ca,  to  whom  we  must  soon,  by  some  other  extra  exer^ 
tioD,  remit  something  before  you  get  to  Loudon. 

"  I  find  we  have  only  £7600,  Hurst  and  Co.  at  B.  L,  Co. 

"  I  pledge  myself  not  to  trouble  you  with  cash  when 
you  are  in  London,  if  yon  can  lift  me  over  these  two 


For  a  few  days  after  this  there  seems  to  have  been  a  sort  of 
lull  before  the  final  tempest,  and  I  possess  no  documentary 
correspondence  between  the  24th  December  and  the  4tJi 
January  1826,  when  my  father  wrote  in  much  anxiety  to 
Mr.  CadelL  From  allusions  in  Lockliart's  Life  of  Scoti^ 
it  would  appear  that  my  father  was  blamed  for  not  being 
in  London  a  fortnight  earlier  than  the  state  of  his  health 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  travel,  and  it  is  even  suggested 
that  his  earlier  pi'esence  there  might  have  averted  the 
catastrophe.^    However  flattering  to  his  financial  influence 

*  On  the  I3th  January,  Hr.  Cadall  wrote  aa  foQawi : — "  Matters  art 
now  on  such  a  pivot,  that  one  day  may  do  or  undo  all.  For  Ood'i 
take  tbink  of  this ;  think  of  the  many  that  muat  fall  with  at,  and  the 
ruin  that  mnat  be  apread  far  and  wide.     There  ia  one  other  thing, — 
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and  s^Bcity,  blame  was  scarcely  geneious,  and  the  reaiilt 
anticipated  enrely  ntopian. 
On  the  lOtb  Janoaiy  Mr.  Cadell  wrote  as  followa  : — 
"  We  moBt  have  £60,000,  less  will  do  no  good  what- 
ever; indeed,  £40,000  would  be  required  soon,  but  with- 
out the  first  we  could  not  manage  to  get  over  our  present 
difficulties,  and  even  then  with  a.  great  strain. 

"  The  first  fund  to  be  looked  to  to  attain  this  is  the 
works  contracted  for  with  the  Author  of  Waverley. 

For  vork  contracted  for  on  Mftrch  6,  IS23,  we  have  advuiaed  £2,500 
Do.               do         on  Oct  20,  1823,                          .  2,600 

Do.  do         on  Napolaon 2,600 

Bnni  idviuiced,     .         £7,600 
Woodttock,  wliicli  will  be  out  in  Febm&ry,  will  Tield    £8,000 
Napoleon,  wlkioh  will  be  ont  in  October,  .       10,000 

Another  novel  in  Deoembei  will  yield    .  .         8,000 

£26,000 

"  But  over  and  above  the  new  works  mentioned  above, 
A.  C.  and  Oo.  propose  to  contract  for  an  edition  of  the 
works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley,  which  will  consist  of 
30  volumes  octavo,  with  notes  by  the  author.  This  edition 
to  be  splendidly  printed,  with  illustrations,  to  sell  for  IBs. 
or  168.  per  voL    The  impression  20O0  copies. 

"  For  the  publication  of  this  edition,  and  the  new 
works  enumerated  on  the  other  side,  A.  C.  and  Co.  re- 
quire a  credit  of  £50,000 — this  sum  to  be  applied,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  reduction  of  all  bills  drawn  by  them 
OQ  Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co.  without  value,  and  to  the 

any  delaf,  even  a  few  hours,  niaj  itop  yon  in  a  ■oow.atorm,  and  npaet 
•U I  Oh  that  you  had  been  in  London  now,  m  at  first  intended ;  had 
it  been  lo.  Hob  oonld  not  have  happened." 
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-vithdrawiiig  of  all  the  contra  bills  of  James  Balkotyne  axA 
Co.,  so  as  to  reduce  the  transactioiis  with  H.,  B.,  and  Co. 
to  value  tranfiactions  entirely.  Th^  will  inauie  the  safetj 
of  both  concerns,  and  enable  A.  C.  and  Ca  to  do  the  same 
wiUi  Jas.  R  and  Ca 

"  In  order  to  secnte  Messrs.  H.,  R,  and  Co.,  A.  C.  and 
Co.  would  convey  them  by  bargain  the  publication  of 
Woodstock,  and  the  other  two  works,  also  of  the  edition 
of  the  author's  works  above  stated,  along  with  the  in- 
surances of  £16,000  on  the  author's  life. 

Hesna.  H..  B.,  *nd  Qo.  to  gnmt  to  A.  C.  ftnd  Co.  five  HU«  of  £10,00l> 

at  t,  2,  3,  4,  BDd  5  jean, £50,000 

I    To  the  credit  of  thii  Bom  -will  go — 

The  amonnt  of  the  iuvoioe  of  Woodstock,       .         £8,000 
Ditto  of  N*poleoii,         .        10,000 

Ditto  of  BDother  Novel,  8,000 

So  that  Heun.  Hunt  and  Co.  will  have  in  12         

months £26,000 

to  Ibe  credit  of  the  tnm  granted.  And  m  booh  m  ten  toU.  of  the 
great  edition  are  leady,  it  may  (bo  go  to  tlte  credit  of  the  aom  to 


"  It  must  be  obvious  that  it  is  H.,  R,  and  Co.'s  interest 
to  try  to  meet  the  views  of  A,  C.  and  Co. — their  mutual 
connexion  is  important  to  each  other.  Messrs.  H.,  B.,  and 
Co,  are  now  borrowing  capital  largely.  This  miist  be  re- 
paid, or  at  any  rate  the  interest,  so  that  A.  C  and  Co.'s  con- 
nexion is  absolutely  necessary  for  H.,  R,  and  Co.  By  the 
total  removal  of  the  bills  without  value,  as  the  contra 
bills  of  Jas.  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  the  transactions  of  tiie 
parties  will  be  cut  down  to  their  real  business,  and  thus 
comfort  be  insured  to  all  of  them.  At  present  A.  C.  and 
Co.  cannot  reduce  these  bills  without  some  such  aid,  which 
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they  can  coDvert  into  cash  by  some  private  negotiation ; 
any  public  negotiation  is  wholly  out  of  the  question. 

"  It  might  be  prudent  to  send  a  sketch  of  something 
like  the  foregoing  to  Mr.  Boblnson,  that  he  may  have 
time  to  consider  it  and  lay  it  before  the  Mesars.  Hurst. 

To  wipe  ICW9.J  Ja^  B.  ud  Cc'i  contm  bills,        ,  £2S,000 

Do.,  our  billi  on  H.,  R.,  and  Co.,     ....  10,000 

Do.,  what  we  owe  Kej  asd  Co. 6,000 

Advancea  to  the  Anthoi  of  Waverley,    .         .  5,000 

jEWiOOO" 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Mr.  CoDStnlileiUTtsrorLotidoa— Letters  from  Hr.  CtuleUtoblBpartDerandta 
Hr.  Robinson— Iietterg  from  London  to  Mr.  Culell— From  Hr,  Cadell  to 
Ht.  Constable— lAst  letters  ^m  London,  to  Mr.  C«l«ll  *lid  Sir  Wilter 
Scott— Sir  Wsller's  manly  anawBr— Letter  from  Mr.  Conatable  to  Mr, 

LockbMrt. 

On  the  13th  of  January  1826  my  father  left  Edinbuigh, 
and  reached  London  on  the  third  day,  when  he  found  the 
following  letters  from  his  partner  awaiting  him : — 
"134  Obobob  Stkbct, 
Friday  evening,  ISA  Jtmwtrg. 

"  My  dkae  Sib, — ^Enclosed  you  have  copy  of  our  letter 
to  Mr.  Carstaiis  of  this  date,  as  well  as  his  two  letters  to 
us.  You  will  notice  that  we  have  not  only  remitted  to  Hr. 
Carstaira  £2600  of  fresh  long  bills,  but  bankers'  drafts  for 
£1500 ;  but  observe,  I  have  not  alluded  to  a  fear  of  dis- 
honour at  Dixon  and  Co.'3 ;  it  would  not  do  when  talking 
calmly  on  other  matters  to  appear  to  know  of  so  great  a 
calamity  as  Dixon  and  Co.'8  conduct.  By  Ballantipte's 
most  praiseworthy  aid  (which  long  as  I  may  live  I  akaU 
never  forgef)  I  have  been  mailed  to  do  this.  lu  alloaion  to 
your  conversations  with  Carstaira,  the  best  documents  you 
can  get  to  show  him  are  the  original  invoices  at  S  Waterloo 
Place ;  but  yon  should  know  that  there  is  one  if  not  two 
bills  which  will  not  stand  this ;  but  all  the  £360  ones, 
and  £550,  will  do,  as  well  as  the  Crusader  bill  sent  this 
day. 
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"  ^ow,  as  to  Dixon  and  Ga : — having  no  letter  &om 
them,  it  ia  impossible  to  know  what  to  say  to  them,  but 
were  I  to  see  them  I  would  be  inclined  to  talk  in  rather  a 
high  tona  If  they  are  to  go  on  as  they  have  chosen  to 
do  just  now,  I  would  say, '  Very  well,  gentlemen ;  we  pro- 
vide for  no  more  drafts ;  you  have  taken  your  course ;  it 
is  a  total  deviation  from  the  mode  in  which  it  has  been 
conducted  hitherto,  and  we  shall  content  ourselves  with 
providing  for  our  own  acceptances.'  Such  an  account  is 
really  not  worth  having,  sjid  Mr.  Dixon  deserves  to  smart 
for  it — always  taking  into  consideration  whether  or  not 
such  a  course  might  not  injure  ourselves. 

"  God  be  praised,  the  Bank  of  ScM3tland  did  all  we  asked 
to-day,  £2100,  which  has  almost  kept  me  from  sinkii^; 
a  draft  on  Hood,  £1000;  yonr  son's  bill,  £350;  Hurst, 
Bobinson,  and  Co.,  £471 ;  and  sundry  small  bills — so  that 
we  are  enabled  to  meet  Applegarth's  bill,  if  it  comes  back 
to-morrow,  and  with  farther  aid  firom  Ballantyne  shall  be 
enabled  to  keep  up  our  account  at  the  British  Linen  Co., 
for  few  of  Mr.  Carstairs  returning  bill  per  £1500.  £750 
flight  Soyal  Bank  on  Bank  of  England  is  our  provision  for 
our  bill  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  at  Dixon  and  Go. ;  pray  ask 
if  it  is  taken  care  o£  If  Dixon  and  Co.,  on  your  getting 
to  town,  accept  the  £1000  and  £1282  for  Sobinson,  and 
£1371  for  Carstairs,  you  might  get  up  the  £1371  from 
Carstairs,  as  the  £1500  sent  to-day  provides  for  it,  and 
give  Bobinson  and  Co,  the  £1371,  which,  with  Carstairs's 
£3000,  £2392,  and  £1371,  will  make  £6663  for  Hurst, 
Bobinson,  uid  Co.  I  shall  be  most  anxious  to  hear  from 
yoa 

VOL.  m.  2  c 
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"  A  letter  from  Robinson,  but  cothing  more  than  his 
having  paid  our  bill  to  Apple^arth.  Appl^;arth'B  bill, 
discounted  at  Hamsay  and  Co.'s,  may  still  be  wiih  us  in 
the  morning.  I  shall  write  to  you  to-morrow. — I  am  veiy 
truly  yours,  E.  Cadell, 

"  I  have  written  to  Hood  that  yon  are  in  town,  and  will 
see  him.  I  have  said  to  him  that  you  have  gone  up  to 
launch  a  great  puhlicatioo." 

Mb.  Cadeu.  to  Ma  Constable. 

"Edihbdbob,  rnkJemuary  1826. 

"  My  deab  Snt, — I  have  no  good  news  to  give  you  to- 
ni^t:  Eobinson  has  allowed  Appl^arth's  bill  to  come 
back,  BO  that  we  are  gone  at  Bamsay's ;  and  I  suppose  he 
will,  in  like  manner,  allow  Gale  to  come  back  at  Sir  Wm. 
Forbes  and  Co.'b,  which  will  do  the  like  there ;  and  we 
shall  have,  I  fear,  Mr.  Caratairs's  back  at  the  British  Linen 
Co.,  per  £1500,  so  that  in  three  successive  days  we  will 
have  £4000  to  get  After  what  we  did  for  Bobinson  in 
November,  this,  to  say  but  little,  is  but  so-so  us^, 
especially  as  it  is  clear  that  he  has  the  money.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  we  get  instant,  instani  aid ;  this 
will  not  last;  delays  will  not  do.  Had  you  been  in 
London  on  or  about  the  2d  oi  5th  January,  all  this  would 
have  been  averted ;  but  it  is  needless  to  state  one's  dis- 
tress, it  is  bad  enough  in  reality. 

"  I  have  written  Kobinson  a  long  letter  upon  the  subject 
of  raising  money.  I  thought  it  as  well  just  to  put  the 
matter  before  him  in  that  broad  way. 
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"lliere  is  qo  other  news.  I  enclose  a  letter  ftom 
Birmingham  ahont  the  MisceUany;  all  tiie  country  ad- 
vertisements are  off,  and  Taylor  gets  on  smartly.  More 
orders  &om  Aberdeen — half  in  yolumea 

RobinaoQ  by  aUowing  Applegarth's   bill  to   come 

back  ifl  better  ....      £2000    0     0 

And  if  he  allawa  Otle'i,  .  fiOO     0    0 

Bill  on  Mr.  Cantain, 


3000 

0 

0 

£6600 
2000 

0 
0 

0 
0 

£3600 
1000 

0 
0 

0 
0 

Better, 
Our  bill  das  11/14  inst,      . 

nua  •nm  will  par  for  ....     £2600    0    0 

our  draft  on  him  at  Dixon  and  Co.'8,  27/30.  By  the  vay, 
Sobinson  has  Wentworth  and  Co.'s  hill  per  £2000,  due 
29th  January.  Mr.  Carataira  has  £1371,  4s.  on  Brooks 
and  Co.,  over  which,  as  the  £1500  sent  yesterday  is  a 
double  remittance,  you  could  get  one  of  them  for  two  bills 
to  Sir  Walter,  due  the  end  of  the  month. — I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  yours  truly,  R  Cadell." 

On  the  same  date  Mr.  Cadell  bad  addressed  a  long  letter 
to  Mr.  Bobinson,  which  I  also  print  entire  : — 


;  14A  January  1B2S. 

"  My  dEjIB  Sik, — ^Tou  and  I  are  partners,  I  may  say,  if 
ever  two  persons  were  all  hU  partners.  I  shall  therefore 
make  no  apology  for  giving  you  a  full,  trae,  and  particular 
account  of  my  feelings  on  the  present  crifiis  in  all  our 
affairs. 

"  It  is  as  clear  as  the  shining  sun  that  all  of  us — I 
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mean  you,  Balkntyne,  and  we — are  wading, — that  we 
have  all  too  much  exist«nce  by  wind-capital, — that  ench 
a  capital  constantly  floating  is  at  all  times  to  be  depre- 
cated, but  in  times  like  the  present  must  be  removtd ;  if 
it  is  not,  we  will  all  of  us  be  removed  into  the  Batikrupt 
List,  and  that  as  sure  as  I  am  now  writing.  I  think  Mr. 
Constable  takes  a  wrong  view  when  he  says  that  Ballan- 
tyne's  bills  have  done  this.  The  real  state  of  the  case  is, 
— Ballantyue's  bills  have  averted  it  till  thia  time ;  but  Tot 
them  we  could  not  have  gone  on  so  long.  But  I  make  no 
allusion  to  this  but  for  the  purpose  of  illustration.  I  make 
no  kind  of  reflection ;  although  some  of  the  bills  sent  by 
you  have  brought  us  into  discredit  with  our  London 
moneyed  connexions,  still  I  always  keep  in  mind  that 
yonr  support  and  ours  were  one :  we  could  not  row  in 
two  boats.  It  is  the  remedy  I  now  come  to  speak  to ; 
and  yon  will  not  think  it  unnatural,  I  dare  say,  that  I 
allude  to  the  concern  I  know  most  about,  and  of  the 
remedies  that  ought  to  be  applied,  with  an  explanation 
of  what  these  remedies  are. 

"  I  may  then  state  that,  with  the  exception  of  Ballan- 
tyue's bills,  in  so  far  as  used  by  us,  and  what  we  have 
from  you  without  value,  our  borrowed  capital  does  not 
exceed  £20,000.  It  is  more,  certainly,  if  Dixon  and  Co. 
and  Carstairs'  accounts  are  taken  in ;  but  they  are  founded 
on  real  funds ;  but  we  may  be  forced  to  cut  them  down, 
and  may  not  be  able  to  convert  the  long  bills  in  their 
hands  to  meet  the  cutting  down.  It  is  of  no  use  mention- 
ing a  small  sum,  and  in  six  months  afterwards  to  say  that 
one  was  afraid  to  name  the  real  sum.     I  have  no  such 
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fears  in  speaking  to  you,  and  I  do  therefore  8ay  moat  iin- 
hesitatingly  that  this  concern  requires  the  sum  of  £60,000 
to  make  it  sound,  comfortable,  and  safe  t«  its  connexions 
and  friends,  and  as  it  has  property,  that  property  must  be 
80  managed  as  to  bring  in  funds  to  vipe  off  the  embar- 
rassments ;  and,  although  our  vings  may  be  pared,  still 
we  may  perhaps  be  able  to  say :  '  We  have  lost  all  but 
our  honour.'  For  myself,  I  care  not  one  straw;  it  is  for 
those  vith  whom  I  am  connected  in  business  that  I  dread 
such  an  end  as  bankruptcy,  and  who  might  and  would 
reflect  strongly  on  the  confiding  trust  they  put  in  those 
who  have  not  deserved  it. 
.   "  But  now  to  the  remedies : — 

1st,  We  have  no  Mr.  Green  of  Enfield, 
2d,  We  have  do  Mr.  Thos.  Hurst, 
Zd,  We  have  no  property  to  mortgage, 
but  we  have  much  valuable  literary  property,  which,  with 
going  works,  should  yield  good  securities  for  a  large  sum, 
1  do  not  mean  the  literary  property  itself  to  go,  or  rather 
to  be  sold,  but  what  it  may  produce  xmder  judicious 


in,  thM,  of  a  new  wrieB  :  Woodgtock  is  going  oa  f*at,  and  -will 

yield  to  yon,  per  invoice,  oj  £7,600  0  0 
2d,  Tbe  MiMeUuieoai  Works  of  Sir  Waltei-  Scott, 

in  6  Tola.  8vo,  1000  copiea,  ny  .  2,600  0  0 
3d,  Memoiit  cf  N»pdean,  getting  on  fxt^  in  6 

tliick  To1&,  uj  ....  10,000  0  0 
41h,  There  will  be  another  Novel  thit  year,  wliicli 

will  bring,  ny          .             .             .             .         T.COO  0  0 

BIA,  SooU  Poetry,  Urt  edition,  My            .            .        2,000  0  0 

£29,600  0  0 
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Brought  forward,  £20,SOO  0  0 
Mr.  Constable  ]im  some  plan  which  he  will  submit 

to  yon,  which  should  yield  soon       .  .      20,000     0    0 

A  new  aeries  of  Novels  np  to  Woodstock,  irdatipe, 

uj  .....         7,600     0    0 


Making  a  mm  of  £57,000     0    0 

Now  then,  my  worthy  friend,  here  is  nearly  £60,000  of 
property,  which  coiild  be  increased  in  security, 

Iff,  By  the  sum  of  £15,000  inanred  on  the  life  of  Sii  W.  Scott ;  and 
2d,  By  the  deposit,  as  a  farther  gaanuttee^  of  the  conveyanoes  to 

the  liteniy  property  of  Waverley  to  QaentiQ  Dnrwatd  is- 

clnsiTe,  and  the  Works  of  Sir  W.  Scott. 

"  By  such  means,  if  an  operation  could  be  performed 
so  as  to  give  eaee  and  relief  in  thia  quarter,  the  ease  in 
Ballantyne's  quarter  will  follow,  as  he  rests  upon  ua,  and 
the  ease  to  yon  will  be  that  we  do  not  rest  on  you  but  for 
value.  If  some  such  plan  could  be  carried  through,  it 
would  put  us  all  right  to  you  and  youi  Co.  We  can  do 
nothing  bat  to  submit  our  views  in  fuU,  and  concert  fully 
on  all  points  of  it ;  this  Mr.  Constable  will  do  at  much 
greater  length,  and  more  in  detail,  but  I  think  it  is  as  well 
to  state  it  thus  broadly  to  you.  Mr.  Constable's  views  on 
such  points  are  second  to  none,  and  he  has  some  channels 
in  which  the  mention  of  these  plans  may  do  good,  but  I 
think  then  you  say, '  What  is  Cadell'a  opinion  of  all  this  V 
I  now  tell  my  view  of  the  matter.  I  know  you  will  think 
no  worse  of  me  for  stating  the  whole  openly.  Hurst, 
Sobinson,  and  Co.  and  us  are  in  reality  ona  We  must 
tiy  and  concert  some  measure  which  will  conduce  to  our 
mutual  support,  and  allow  the  stream  to  Sow  on  as  it 
has  done  for  oiir  mutual  benefit     I  think  it  may  be  as 
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■well  that  you  show  this  to  Mr.  CoDstable. — I  am  ever 
yours  faithfully.  Bob.  Cauell. 

"  I  am  quite  convinced,  that  if  we  could  have  brought 
out  the  Author  of  Waverleya  works  just  now  in  shilling 
□omberB,  we  could  in  two  yeara  have  realized  such  a  sum 
as  would  pay  eveiy  engagement  on  flur  books,  no  matter 
of  what  kind.  The  Miscellany  bids  very  fair.  We  are 
getting  orders  ftota.  all  quarters.  You  will  soon  get  plenty. 
Our  advertisements  for  the  English  papers  are  off. 

"  Satwrdag  evening. 

"  Yours  of  the  1 2th  instant  is  this  moment  to  hand. 
Well,  and  you  have  let  Applegarth's  bill  come  back  ?  No 
matter ;  it  is  useless  to  repine.  The  letters  of  yesterday 
will  show  you  that  we  have  done  everj^ing  that  man 
could  do  to  replace  the  £3000  and  £2292  to  you;  the 
sum  of  Applegarth,  £2000,  we  may  get  over,  and  Gale's 
also,  but  keep  in  mind  that  this  closes  our  ability  to  get 
on  with  discoimts  here ;  but  I  shall  fight  on,  and  if  we  do 
fall,  we  shall  fall  with  harness  on  our  backs. — Yours  ever 
truly,  .  Eoa  Cadell. 

"  So  soon  as  the  Miscellany  is  out  I  shall  let  fly  on 
yon  in  all  q^uarters  at  short  dates." 

My  father's  hopes  were  great,  during  the  two  first  days 
of  his  stay  in  London,  that  matters  might  yet  be  set  to 
rights,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  his  correspondence,  pre- 
sently to  be  quoted,  it  was  not  until  within  an  hour  of  his 
leaving  it  on  hia  sad  homeward  journey  that  the  hope  of 
immediate  relief  was  finally  extinguished.  His  know- 
ledge of  the  real  value  of  the  literaiy  property  bebngiug 
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to  his  house  still  afforded  Mm  the  comforting  assoranca 
that  he  and  his  partner  would  he  enabled,  with  time  and 
careful  management,  to  meet  all  their  liabilities ;  and  had 
Sir  Walter  Scott  entered  into  his  views,  the  banks  and 
other  parties  interested  might  have  been  induced  to  grant 
the  aid  required,  wheb  the  creditors  of  Archibald  Constable 
and  Company,  as  well  as  these  of  Sir  Walter,  might  even- 
tually have  received  payment  of  their  claims  in  full.  The 
immense  fortune  realized  within  a  few  years  thereafter  by 
the  works  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  alone,  not  to  men- 
tion the  Encyclopaedia  and  other  valuable  copyrights  of 
the  house,  attest  the  possibility  of  such  a  bright  result ; 
but  different  views  were  entertained  by  other  parties  in- 
terested, and  it  was  not  to  be. 

On  the  17th  Jannaty  my  father  wrote  twice  to  Mr. 
Cadell;  on  the  16th  he  wrote  again,  and,  on  the  19th, 
after  receiving  his  partnei^s  letter  of  the  16th,  he  de- 
spatched his  final  communication  before  leaving  London 
for  Edinburgh : — 

Mb.  Constable  to  Mr.  Cadell. 

"  OSBOBHS'S  HOTEI^  AsELPHI, 

Tvaday,  Jan.  17,  1826. 
"  My  deab  Sik, — I  was  bo  shocked  on  getting  to  Waterloo 
Place  yesterday  morning,  that  it  had  nearly  unfitted  me 
for  business.  I  found  Mr.  Thomas  Hurst  and  Mr.  Bobiu- 
son  preparing  to  go  into  the  City,  and  I  accompanied 
Uiem.  My  first  call  was  on  Bizon  and  Ca  I  found  Mr.  B. 
in  his  usual  quiet  conditioa  He  said  the  drafts  in  the 
hands  of  Glyn  were  declined,  because,  had  he  accepted 
them,  our  account  would  again  have  been  increased  in- 
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stead  of  diminiahed, — that  credit  hfid  hourly  heen  be- 
coming more  end  more  tickliBh, — that  almost  no  hanking 
house  in  London  had  escaped  without  severe  trial, — that 
their  own  house  had  had  a  severe  run,  and  been  reported 
as  having  stopt  payment, — that  distress  had  ceased  with 
the  bankers, — that  it  had  now  got  into  the  mercantile 
classes,  and  he  could  not  say  where  it  would  stop, — that 
he  would  rather  pay  all  his  acceptances  and  wait  the  issue 
on  the  securities  he  had. 

"  Robinson,  who  was  with  me,  asked  whether  he  would 
not  advance  £5000  or  £10,000  on  satisfactory  bills  to  assist 
for  a  little.  He  said  he  was  afraid  that,  looking  to  them- 
selves, he  could  not  go  so  far, — that  I  might  depend  on 
his  friendly  disposition, — woidd  consult  Mr.  Langdale, 
and  so  forth.  On  this  Bobinson  left  us,  when  Dixon  said 
to  me  that  the  dealings  of  Hurst,  Eobinson,  and  Co.  had 
become  greatly  too  extensive,  and  he  had  heen  anxious 
for  some  time  to  have  seen  our  connexion  with  them 
lessened,  and  accounts  opened  with  other  booksellers.  I 
told  him  that  one  of  my  great  objects  in  returning  so  soon 
to  London  was  for  the  very  purpose  of  doli^  this ;  in  par- 
ticular, with  one  great  work  just  about  to  appear.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  drafts  appearing 
tt^ther  with  Hurst's  indorsation  coming  from  Glyn's, 
was  the  cause  of  the  refusal  of  acceptance.  This,  I  think, 
is  nearly  all  that  passed.  I  need  not  add  that  they  will 
not  have  paid  our  acceptance  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  for 
which  you  remitted. 

"  I  went  to  Mr.  Carstairs,  and  met  a  kind  and  friendly 
reception.  He  showed  me  your  letter  and  the  enclosures, 
with  which  he  was  well  pleased.    The  £3000  draft  was 
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still  'with  Mm,  accepted.  I  aav  alao  that  for  £1500,  sent 
through  the  B.  lioeii  Co.,  and  he  seemed  undecided 
whether  to  accept  ot  not;  he  was  to  determine  to-day, 
which,  I  think,  will  be  for  its  dishonour.  Had  Huist, 
Bohiuson,  and  Co.  not  stopped  on  Saturday,  he  woidd 
have  accepted  both.  Mr.  Thomaa  Hurst  assured  me  that 
Honter  on  Hunter  was  unquestionably  good.  Mr.  Car- 
stairs  continues  of  a  different  opinion.  Nothing  could  be 
more  friendly  than  all  that  passed  between  us,  and  he 
8ud  he  was  quite  ready  to  assist  us  to  a  much  larger 
amount  on  securities  like  those  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  receive  from  us,  provided  his  doing  so  would  aid  us  in 
preventing  any  interruption  in  our  own  concerns.  I  told 
him  all  I  knew  and  thought  as  to  the  affairs  of  Hurs^ 
Itobinson,  and  Co.  He  ofTered  to  inquire  at  Qlyn's  re- 
spectii^  them ;  he  did  so,  and  I  saw  him  afterwards.  The 
result  was  very  satisfactory.  Bobinson  had  explained  all 
his  affairs  to  Mr.  Mills,  who  seemed  to  be  fully  aware  of 
our  situation  in  regard  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Ballant^e. 
Mr.  Mills  said  the  only  thing  he  thought  they  could  now 
do  was  to  ask  him  what  he  thought  they  would  get,  par- 
ticularly from  the  banks  in  Scotland. 

"  Mr.  Green  of  Enfield  had  advanced  from  time  to  time 
£30,000,  and  was  just  on  the  eve  of  making  a  similar  ad- 
vance. Had  he  done  so,  Glyn  and  Co.  were  to  have  given 
£26,000,  which  bother  would  have  kept  all  right ;  but 
Mr.  Green  decided  in  the  negative  on  Friday  evening,  and 
it  was  by  the  advice  of  Glyn  and  Co.  that  Bobinson  sus- 
pended payments  on  Saturday.  It  is  a  sad  misfortune 
that  either  you  or  myself  had  not  been  here  a  fortnight 
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ago,  ae  both  mbbapB,  Chancery  Lane  and  Abchuich,  might 
have  been  prevented.  Green  of  Enfield  ia  in  rather  an 
awkward  predicament;  he  has  heen  receiving  usurious 
interest,  and  Mr.  Bobinson  has  declared  to  me  and  to  hie 
partneis  that  Mr.  Green  shall  not  receive  a  shilling  so 
long  as  there  is  one  due  to  any  other  creditor. 

"  61301  and  Ga  had  given  Mr.  Carstairs  the  most 
&vourab]e  impressions  as  to  Bobinson.  Mr.  CarBtairs 
observed  oftener  than  once,  that  he  thought  the  gentleman 
at  Enfield  had  better  have  given  the  second  aid,  and 
should  do  so  still  Green  has  no  security  for  the  mon^ 
he  has  advanced,  hat  he  was  to  have  got  security  for 
£60,000  had  he  advanced  the  difference.  He  offered 
£10,000  if  they  would  give  him  security  for  £40,000,  but 
this  th^  declined.  While  writing  this,  Mr,  Thomas  Hurst 
and  Mr.  Eobinson  have  called  on  me,  on  their  way  to  the 
Bank  of  England.  I  doubt  it  is  too  late  to  apply  for  any 
aid  in  that  quarter,  but  I  shall  perhaps  be  able  to  report 
to  you  before  post-time  the  result  of  the  applicatioa 

"  Now,  with  regard  to  my  own  opinion  as  to  these 
most  dreadful  affairs  :  I  am  very  much  convinced,  indeed 
I  have  hardly  a  doubt,  that  H.,  R,  and  Co.  will,  within  a 
&ir  allowance  of  time,  pay  all  they  owe,  if  they  manage 
their  own  afEairs.  Their  stock  of  books  is  of  a  cast  very 
different  from  that  of  a  miscellaneous  collection,  totally 
diffeient  &om  that  of  any  other  London  bookseller,  a  con- 
siderable bulk  consisting  of  the  most  celebrated  books  of 
the  day;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Hurst's  exertions,  skill,  and  popularify  make  him  a  most 
powerful  auxiliary  to  Bobinson,  and  ought  to  have  a 
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powerful  influence  in  obtaining  for  them  all  the  accom- 
modation in  point  of  time  ■which  the  circumatanceB  of 
the  case  will  admit.  Mr.  Glyn  mentioned  to  Mr.  Car- 
stairs  that  the  Scotch  banks  who  held  Itobinson's  bills 
would  be  liberal  on  the  occasion. 

"  With  regard  to  the  plans  of  finance  devised  before  I 
left  home,  and  alluded  to  in  your  letter  to  Bobinson,  of 
the  14th,  and  which  I  have  just  seen,  it  will  be  needless 
for  me  to  make  any  attempt  at  them,  from  what  haa  just 
occurred.  I  had  a  long  conversation  yesterday  with 
Duncan  the  accountant,  who  asspred  me  the  mercantile 
distress  in  London  which  he  was  witnessing  hourly  bafDed 
all  belief  With  regard  to  bookaellera,  he  observed,  after 
the  powerful  stni^le,  additional  means,  and  great  success 
of  Hurst,  Eobinson,  and  Go's  concern,  he  did  not  know 
who  was  safe,  nor  did  he  know  any  person  in  the  trade 
who  was  so, — willing  in  the  present  time  to  make  a  pur- 
chase to  the  extent  of  £100.  It  will  require  many  months 
before  anything  need  to  be  attempted  in  the  way  of  sale 
out  of  the  most  ordinary  routine  of  business. 

"  Half-pad  five  o'eloek 

"  The  above  was  written  in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
T  shall  make  what  has  occurred  since  the  subject  of 
another  and  more  public  letter,  adding  here  that  the 
securities  which  I  have  agreed  to  give  consist  of  the  copy- 
rights of  the  EncyclopEcdia  Britannica  Supt,  Novels,  etc., 
of  the  Author  of  Waveiley,  and  a  personal  engagement 
from  Sir  Walter  Scott  for  £20,000.  If  all  these  matters 
go  straight,  affairs  will  be  put,  I  trust,  on  a  solid  and 
comfortable  footing,     Mr,  Hurst  and  Mr.  Bobinson  are 
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this  matant  again  in  the  City,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
tell  you  of  the  8UCceB3.  I  intended  to  have  written  you 
more  at  length,  but  have  been  so  constantly  interrupted 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  so.  I  have  had  a  very 
kind  call  firom  Mr.  Carstairs.  He  haa  declined  to  accept 
the  £i  500,  bat  I  hope  in  another  post,  if  all  goes  as  I 
expect,  to  be  able  to  tell  you  to  send  it  back  again. — I 
am,  my  dear  Sir,  years  truly,  Aschd.  Comstablb." 

"LoHiioN,  Jm.  17,  1826. 
"  Mr  DKAB  Sm, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  Satur^ 
day,  and  have  also  seen  that  to  Bobinson.  I  have  been 
engaged  one  way  or  other  the  whole  of  this  day  in  matters 
connected  with  the  affairs  of  Hursl^  Bobinson,  and  Co., 
and  am  so  fatigued  in  consequence  as  to  be  obliged  to  use 
the  hand  of  another  in  writing.  I  mentioned  in  my  har- 
ried letter  of  last  night  a  prospect  of  moneyed  support  to 
a  largo  amount  upon  securitieB  of  various  kinds,  partly 
&om  Olyn  and  partly  &om  the  Bank  of  England, — the 
amount  to  be  very  considerable,  and  euffident  to  carry 
Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co.'s  business  triumphantly  forward. 
I  am  to  be  a  party,  under  a  particular  arrangement,  by 
which  we  shall  receive  for  our  own  purposes  as  much  as 
I  think  you  would  say  will  be  sufficient,  and  a  sum  also 
for  Ballantyne  and  Ca,  to  render  their  concerns  also  in- 
dependent till  times  get  better — for  they  cannot  be  worse. 
The  mode  and  periods  of  repayment  to  be  fixed.  I  have 
delayed  writiog  this  letter  in  the  hope  of  ascertainii^  the 
fact.  Mr.  Hurst  and  Mr.  Robinson  are  now  in  the  City, 
and  I  hope,  before  closing,  to  give  you  good  tidings.  The 
particulars  you  shall  have  to-morrow. 
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"  I  have  been  with  Dison  and  Co.,  and  had  a  very  kind 
and  long  coDTersation  with  them.  It  was  quite  true  that 
there  was  a  great  nm  upon  them.  Mr.  Dixon  made  the 
beat  excuse  be  could  for  having  refused  the  drafts,  and 
said  a  great  deal  on  the  subject  of  our  securities  being 
almost  entirely  on  one  concern;  against  which  I  could 
plainly  perceive  there  had  been  some  people  at  work  to 
give  him  an  unfavourable  impression  about  hops  and 
other  specolatioDS.  I  have  no  doubt  if  Hurst,  Bohinson, 
and  Co.  are  supported  and  go  on,  that  we  may  retain  our 
credit  here,  if  we  wish  it 

"  I  have  seen  Mr.  Carstairs  three  times.  He  had  made 
himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  H., 
R.,  and  Co.  Mr.  Mills,  of  Glyu  and  Co.,  had  given  him 
the  heat  account  possible  as  to  the  general  int^rity 
of  the  house,  activity  of  Bohinson,  and  value  of  Thomas 
Hurat  His  expressions  of  kindness  towards  us  would 
have  gratified  you  to  hear ;  hnt  he  was  quite  aware  how 
mach  our  future  comfort  depended  on  Hurst  and  Co.'s 
concern  being  kept  up,  and  assured  me,  should  that  be 
effected,  we  would  find  his  services  at  our  command  as 
heretofore.  He  was  much  pleased  with  the  promptness 
of  the  additional  cover  and  remittance  He  is  to  use 
influence  with  the  bank-directors,  if  it  be  necessary. 

"  Now  with  regard  to  the  funds  of  Hurst,  Bobinson, 
and  Co.  Fortunately  a  great  part  of  their  stock  is  of  the 
most  marketable  description.  The  present  moment  is 
of  course  most  unfavourable  for  sales ;  but  still,  if  they 
are  put  right  in  money  matters,  I  have  no  doubt  of  theii 
soon  effecting  sales,  and  cutting  down  their  concema  to  a 
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moflt  comfortable  and  tnan&geable  position.  I  shall  be 
very  auxions  to  know  what  you  did  in  consequence  of  the 
dishonour  of  Robinson's  bills— a  circumatance  so  appalling 
and  unexpected.  The  soppoit  which  I  trust  in  God  they 
are  to  receive  now,  conld  have  been  had  before,  if  experUy 
gone  aboui  Mr.  Green  of  Enfield  was  relied  upon  for 
£30,000,  hut  it  misgave,  and  threw  all  into  confusion,  and 
put  poor  Rohinson  half  distracted.  There  are  some  cir- 
cmnstances  connected  with  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Green, 
which  I  shall  tell  you  of  afterwards. 

"You  will  naturally  say,  What  of  ourselves?  Be 
aBBored  I  am  not  without  my  due  anxieties  on  that  score. 
Some  of  the  plans  which  we  contemplated  before  I  left 
Edinburgh,  had  Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Oo.  stood  firm, 
would,  I  think,  have  been  carried ;  and  if  H.,  R,  and 
Co.  are  put  on  their  1^,  I  hope  in  my  next  to  show  you 
how  we  shall  stand  firm.  Duncan  the  accountant,  with 
whom  I  had  a  long  conversatioa  yesterday,  tells  me  that 
the  mercantile  distress  bafBes  all  belief  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  trade  going  on ;  no  want  of  money,  but  an  utter 
destruction  of  confidenca  I  am  sure  you  will  be  happy 
to  know  that  Key  and  Co.  have  hitherto  stood  out  the 
storm.  They  must  have  lost  a  large  sum  of  money,  but 
their  resources  are  unquestionably  great  I  called  at  their 
counting-house  in  passing,  but  did  not  find  either  of  the 
partners.  Mr.  Carstairs  was  speaking  kindly  of -them  to- 
day; they  have  been  acting  with  great  liberality  to  all 
their  unfortunate  debtors. 

"  I  need  not  say  anything  of  my  anxiety  to  hear  firom 
you.     I  have  no  doubt  of  the  perfect  propriety  of  any 
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measTuea  you  may  have  thought  it  necessaty  to  adopt.  I 
trust  in  tiod  my  next  letter  will  convey  to  you  intelli- 
gence of  the  negotiation  nov  pending  for  Hnrst  and  Go. 
It  most  be  an  effectual  measure,  for  after  the  blow  which 
theii  credit,  and  that  of  others,  baa  sustained,  half-mea- 
sures would  do  no  good.  I  repeat  again  my  confidence 
in  the  ultimate  result  of  tiieii  affairs,  if  left  to  their  own 
management.  Thomaa  Huist  has  already  paid  into  their 
concern  £38,000  in  hard  cash,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  other 
property  which  would  have  been  forthcoming,  and  must 
be  90  immediately,  under  any  circumstances.  His  pro- 
perty at  Highgate  has  cost  him  £15,000,  and  he  is  a 
holder  in  various  stock  companies. 

•'  Baff-paal  *ii. 

"  Mr.  Hurst  and  Mr.  Bobinaon  are  not  returned  &om 
the  City.  I  hope  they  have  succeeded,  and  will  also 
have  written  to  you  from  the  City. 

"  You  shall  hear  from  me  more  at  length  to-morrow. — 
Yours  most  truly,  AscH.  Constable." 

Me.  Constable  to  Mk.  Cadell. 

"LOWBOIT,  ISth  Jaauiary  1826. 

"  Mt  bear  Sie, — I  have  yours  of  Sunday  evening,  and 
shall  be  anxious  indeed  to  hear  from  you  to-morrow. 

"  It  is  now  six  o'clock,  and  I  have  not  time  to  enter  into 
the  business  of  the  support  alluded  to  yesterday ;  but  I 
shall  devote  to-morrow  morning  to  a  long  letter  on  the 
subject,  and  in  the  meantime  it  gives  me  infinite  delight 
to  say  that  cash  to  a  very  large  amount  iaaUhui  certain. 
The  final  answer  is  to  be  obtained  to-morrow.     If  this 
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takes  place,  Hutst,  Eobinson,  and  Company  wUl  be  firmer 
than  ever.  They  wiU  take  tip  every  acceptance  they  aie 
under,  and  a  sum  will  be  eecnred  for  Scotland,  to  the 
amount  of  four-tenths  of  the  round  amount  named  in 
your  letter  to  Bobinson,  aud  all  tjie  trausaotiooa  for 
Napoleon,  "Woodstock,  etc.,  left  to  be  added  to  it  One 
fixed  point  is,  that  all  the  money  due  to  Scotland  shall 
be  paid  as  it  becomes  due,  aud  a  great  pioportion  of  the 
first  payments  are  to  ourselvea. 

"  I  have  dictated  two  letters  to  my  eon, — to  Mr.  Gibson 
and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  which  I  enclose.  I  cannot  enter  into 
particulars,  as  unless  the  thing  takes  place  it  would  be 
needless,  even  to  you.  I  propose  that  Thomas  Hurst 
accompany  me  to  Edinburgh.  A  week  or  two  of  him 
there  would  do  us  all  much  good. 

"  With  r^ard  to  my  stay  here,  it  must  at  present  lie 
short  under  any  cii-cumstance,  so  that  you  need  not  trouble 
yourself  by  writing  long  letters  to  me — till  you  hear  from 
me  to-morrow,  which  God  grant  may  be  to  ae  much  good 
purpose  as  I  expect  it  to  be.  In  the  meantime,  with  a 
heart  somewhat  lighter  than  it  was  some  hours  ago,  but 
still  in  deep  distress,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 
"  Aechd.  Cobstable." 

"LoHDON,  Jany.  18,  1825. 

"  Mott  Private  in  the  msantime. — The  sum  Hurst, 
Bobinson,  and  Go.  get  from  Glyn  and  Co. — not  the  bank 
— is  expected  to  be  .  .  .       £76,000 

Green  of  Enfield,  in  consequence,  .         25,000 

£100,000 
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OD  securities  of  T&rious  kinds.  We  are  to  get  for  ouiselves 
and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  £40,000 
or  £45,000.  We  join  in  securities ;  give  conveyance  to 
copyright  of  £ncy.  Brit,  and  Novels  and  Tales ;  also 
deposit  insurance  on  Sir  Walter's  life,  £15,000.  Glyn 
is  no  partp^  to  the  disposal  of  the  money.  Sir  Walter 
Scott  must  also  join,  say,  as  an  additional  cover,  to  the 
amount  of  £20,000.  This  would  surely  put  all  right  in 
the  meantime,  and  theie  is  to  be  time  fixed  for  repay- 
ment of  obligations.  This  would  insure  us  iiill  payment 
of  all  Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Co.'s  large  debt,  and  with 
Thomas  Hurst  no  fear  for  the  future,  I  should  hope. 
Green  of  Enfield  is  not  yet  completely  managed,  but  he 
is  in  a  scrape.  He  has  been  taking  usurious  interest 
Excuse  this  indistinct  scrawl.  I  have  made  Mr.  Lockhart 
privy  to  all  The  late  hour  compels  me  to  be  thus  brief, 
and  I  write  under  harassed  feelings." 

Mr.  Cadell  to  Mr.  Cohstablk 

"  Sunday  evening,  January  I5lk 

"  Mt  DSAit  Sib, — I  fear  things  are  now  coming  to  such 
a  pass  that  A.  C.  and  Co.  will,  before  many  days,  cease  to 
exist.  Sobinaon,  as  you  will  soon  know,  has  returned  one 
of  his  own  bills ;  what  bill  that  is  I  know  not ;  but  writ- 
ing from  this  house  I  fear  it  is  a  bill  for  £1000  done  at 
the  Bank  of  Scotland,  which,  you  know,  settles  the  busi- 
ness. Appl^arth's  bill  is  at  Bamsay's  to-morrow.  Gale's 
will  be  at  Sir  Wm.  Forbes  and  Co.'s  on  Tuesday,  and 
Carstairs'  at  the  British  Linen  Co.  on  Tuesday  also — in 
^1,  £5000.    Kow  do  I  regret  your  going  from  home ;  and 
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I  sbonld  most  certainly  have  wished  to  have  had  you  here 
at  this  awful  catastrophe,  which  I  now  see  it  ia  impossible 
to  avert,  and  I  do  think  it  would  he  arrant  folly  to  attempt 
to  avert  We  are  dished  at  Ramsay's,  Bank  of  Scotland, 
British  Linen  Co.,  and  Sir  Wm.  Forbes  and  Co.  I  leave 
you  therefore  to  judge  what  my  feelings  are,  and  with 
little  to  pay  ourselves,  how  with  borrowed  funds  we  can 
attempt  to  stem  the  torrent,  and  fall  after  struggling  a 
few  days  longer.  Eobinson's  letter  of  last  night  was  all 
hope ;  that  of  this  night  is  all  despair ;  and  when  we  find 
HuiBt  and  Co.  gone  at  Glyn  and  Ca'a  and  back  at  the 
Bank  of  Scotland — why,  what  can  be  done  ?  The  thing 
will  not  do.  With  Eobinson  all  right  and  his  bills  all 
paid,  I  saw  daylight,  the  more  as  his  letter  of  last  night 
said  that  a  sum  he  looked  for  on  Saturday  would  provide 
for  January,  and,  of  course,  thinking  him  all  aafe,  and 
Archibald  Constable  and  Co.  the  only  remedy  to  bring 
about,  I  did  not  despair ;  but  now  the  tables  are  turned. 
Sobineon's  bills  are  back,  which  to  as  ia  death,  and  I  can 
see  it  in  no  other  light  Alas  1  alas  i  snch  is  the  end  of 
all  our  hopes  and  expectations.  I  have  struggled  bard. 
I  have  fought  aa  for  my  life.  Last  Thursday  I  did  not 
expect  tiiis,  but  now  I  see  no  escape.  I  shall,  I  think, 
wait  till  to-morrow  night  to  see  one  other  letter  from 
Robinson ;  but  longer  than  that  it  is,  I  think,  impossible. 
You  will,  of  course,  judge  for  yourself  whether  you  will 
remain  long  in  London.  Had  you  gone  to  London  on  2d 
Jany.  all  this  might  have  been  different ;  but  all  is  now, 
I  fear,  too  late,  and  ah,  there  will  be  a  sad  din  ! — I  ara, 
my  dear  Sir,  yours  truly,  R  Cadell. 
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"We  have  a  letter  from  Dixon  and  Co.  declining  to 
accept  any  more  bills." 

Mr.  Constable  to  Mr.  Cadell. 

"OsDORin's  Hotel,  19th  January  1824. 

"  Mt  deab  Sir, — I  am  just  preparing  to  leave  this  for 

home,  where  I  hope  to  be  on  Sunday.    I  received  your 

letter  of  the  16th  this  morning.     Words  are  little  under 

,  present  circumstances,  and  I  shall  not  therefore  trouble 

you  with  many  of  them  now. 

"  The  reports  of  the  trade  to-day  are  very  lad ;  in  shOTt, 
the  whole  seem  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  certain  intelligence  of  Hurst,  Eobinson,  and 
Ca's  BQCcess  in  the  City.  I  am  waiting  with  much 
anxiety  a  call  from  them,  now  nearly  half-past  four,  and 
I  intend  setting  out  on  my  journey  at  six.  I  hare  been 
nursing  myself  for  the  fetigue,  which,  I  assure  you,  in 
coming  up  was  not  little.  I  should  have  preferred  the 
mail,  but  the  uncertain  state  of  my  health  would  have 
rendered  that  a  precarious  mode  of  travelling  for  me 
Had  anything  effectual  been  done  I  should  have  heard.  I 
fear  they  have  failed  in  their  project,  I  have  experienced 
a  mark  of  considerate  kindness  to-day,  which  I  shall  never 
foi^t,  but  will  tell  you  of  at  meeting. 

"I  saw  Mr,  Henry  Key  yesterday;  he  is  a  truly  re- 
spectable, worthy  man.  They  have  lost  £50,000,  it  is 
said,  by  the  failures  already  announced.  He  told  me 
Whittaker's  concern  would,  under  the  most  indifferent 
management,  pay  in  full  and  leave  a  revereioiL  Tb« 
SherifTs  speculation  in  hops  was  only  £40,000.    I  fear 
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our  Meod  Kobinson  has  not  realized  much  by  his  step  id 
that  way.  I  shall  be  most  anxious  to  meet  yon  as  early 
OD  Monday  as  I  can.  If  you  are  to  be  in  Princes  Street, 
or  elsewhere,  be  so  good  aa  let  me  know, 

"  Hurst,  Eobinson,  and  Co.  have  not  succeeded  to  the 
extent  JUcesBary,  and  therefore  the  plan  is  at  an  end ;  they 
could  have  got  to  one-half  the  amount,  which  would  not 
be  at  all  what  would  have  done  the  deed.  I  have  still  the 
greatest  confidence  that  there  will  be  no  lose  ultimately, 
which  is  a  great  comfort. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever 
sincerely  yours,  Archd.  Constable." 

Sir  Walter  in  his  private  diaty  of  January  19  records : 
— "Letters  from  Constable  and  Robinson  have  arrived. 
The  last  peraist  in  saying  they  wUl  pay  all  and  evety- 
body.  They  say,  moreover,  in  a  postscript,  that  had 
Constable  been  in  town  ten  days  sooner,  all  would  have 
been  well  I  feel  quite  composed  and  determined  to 
labour.  There  is  no  remedy.  I  ffuesa  (as  Matthews 
makes  his  Yankees  say)  that  we  shall  not  be  troubled 
with  visitors,  and  I  eaicaUUe  that  I  will  not  go  out  at  all ; 
so  what  can  I  do  better  than  labour  ?  Even  yesterday  I 
went  about  making  notes  on  Waverley,  according  to 
Constable's  plan.     It  will  do  good  one  day." 

The  letter  from  my  father,  above  alluded  to,  was  written 
the  day  before  he  left  London,  while  still  not  without 
hope: — 

"  OnsoBin'B  HffTKL,  Aiwlfhi,  /wi.  IStA,  1826. 

"  Dkae  Sm  "Walter, — I  wrote  you  a  few  hurried  lines 
before  leaving  Edinbuigh,  and  the  unfortunate  state  of 
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thiogs  which  met  me  on  my  arrival  here  will  doubtless 
by  this  time  have  reached  you, — the  suspension  of  the 
payments  of  Hurst,  Eobinson,  and  Co.  Alter  what  had 
happened  during  the  last  six  weeks,  the  support  given 
them  from  Edinburgh,  and  the  additional  capital  and 
assistance  of  Mr.  Thomas  Huret,  had,  as  I  conceived,  con- 
firmed the  stability  of  their  concern.  Unfortunately,  the 
present  most  unprecedented  times,  the  general  demolition 
of  credit,  and  the  utter  absence  of  all  mercantile  con- 
fidence, has  brought  them  to  a  pause,  and,  in  consequence, 
much  distress  and  inconvenience  must  fall  on  other 
quarters,  which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  enumerate.  Wliat 
is  now  to  be  done  is  to  make  the  best  we  can  of  this 
unlooked-for  calamity,  and  if  all  those  most  intimately 
connected  in  these  affairs  act  with  manly  firmness,  entire 
confidence  and  kindness  to  each  other,  I  shall  have  little 
dread  of  the  result,  that  every  one  will  get  his  own, 
and  that,  after  the  present  severe  trial  and  lesson,  we 
shall  all  be  able  to  go  on  as  prosperously  as  ever. 

"  With  regard  to  the  state  of  H,,  R,  and  Cc's  afibira, 
there  have  been  some  improper  paragraphs  in  the  news- 
papers. What  I  learn  from  themselves  is  this — their 
total  engagements  amount  to  nearly  £300,000 ;  their 
property  of  every  description  is  estimated  at  a  low  rate 
to  fully  £350,000.  They  have  had  a  most  prosperous 
trade,  and  Mr,  Thomas  Hurst  has  very  recently  brou^t 
a  large  sum  of  money  into  the  concern;  he  is  a  man 
of  high  character,  much  esteemed  by  his  brethren,  and 
beyond  all  question  one  of  the  best  men  of  business  in 
the  book  trada  .  Time  is   what  they  want,  to  make 
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good  all  their  engt^ments ;  their  affairs  could  only  be 
wound  up  by  themaelToa  The  stock  and  property  of  a 
bookseller  must  not  be  treated  ia  the  ordinary  way  of 
mercantile  affairs ;  nobody  will,  I  think,  re&ae  them  time, 
and  if  they  get  it,  I  cannot  anticipate  anything  but  a 
favourable  result  They  have  had  a  most .  admirable 
business,  possesaed  a  considerable  capital,  and  were  sur- 
rounded by  wealthy  connexions ;  the  credit  of  the  bouse 
stood  in  the  first  rank,  but  they  unfortunately  were  bit 
by  the  mania  of  speculation  bo  prevalent  of  late,  and 
embarked  rather  deeply  in  a  purchase  of  hops,  which 
tended  greatly  to  injure  their  general  credit,  and  which 
I  must  consider  as  the  cause  of  their  disaster. 

"  I  feel  very  unhappy  in  being  absent  from  Edinbuigh 
at  this  moment,  but  I  came  here,  not  expecting  to  meet 
such  a  deplorable  state  of  things  as  that  in  which  I  found 
myself  involved  on  the  instant  of  my  arrival.  My  time 
has  been  devoted  for  these  two  days  to  seeing  p^ies 
most  deeply  interested,  and  considering  whether  it  was 
possible  that  anything  could  yet  be  done  to  enable  Hurst, 
Bobinson,  and  Co.  to  resume  payments ;  and  indeed  there 
are  at  the  present  moment  propositions  in  the  hands  of 
bankers,  who  it  is  expected  will  come  forward  with  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  I  sincerely  hope  I  may  have  the 
pleasure  of  transmitting  you  these  glad  tidings  in  the 
dose  of  this  letter.  ' 

"  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  entire  prudence  of  aU  Mr, 
Cadell's  movements  on  the  intelligence  reaching  him — 
the  only  advice  1  offered  was  to  advise  with  you  in  the 
first  instBDce,  and  also  with  Mr.  Gibson-Craig,  who  has 
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ever  been  my  steady  friend  and  support  on  eveiy  occasion 
of  difBcnlty.  In  the  midst  of  the  almost  OTerwhelmii^ 
distress  by  vhich  I  am  surrounded,  I  have,  I  fear,  little 
in  the  way  of  consolation  to  offer  to  my  friends,  farther 
than  the  aasuiance  that  every  hour  of  my  future  life  shall 
he  devoted  to  the  exercise  of  every  pover  and  faculty 
which  it  may  please  Providence  to  permit  me  to  use  in 
aaaisting  to  recover  the  wreck  which  it  has  been  my  &te 
to  encounter. 

"  I  had  a  loi^;  interview  with  Mr.  Lockhart  yesterday, 
who  feels  as  you  would  expect  on  the  present  crisis.  I 
have  put  him  in  possession  of  the  state  of  matters  here, 
and  generally  as  to  those  at  a  distance,  which  more 
mat«rially  affect  him.  With  regard  to  my  movements,  I 
shall  be  very  much  regulated  by  the  result  of  the  appli- 
cation now  making  in  the  City,  and  think  it  probable  I 
shall  leave  this  in  a  day  or  so.  I  stood  the  journey  up 
extremely  well,  and  am  nursing  myself  to-day  in  the 
prospect  of  another  similar  exertion,  which  will  account 
to  you  for  using  the  hand  of  my  son  on  this  painful 
occasion. — My  dear  Sir  Walter,  I  am,  etc., 

"ABCHlBiXO  CONSTASLK." 

To  this  Sir  Walter  sent  the  following  kind  and  manly 
reply  :— 

"  EDIHBimOtI,  21l<  Joauory. 

"  Mt  DEAB  Constable, — I  received  yours,  and  am  truly 
glad  to  see  you  sustain  your  spirits  under  these  calamities, 
so  une^)ected  when  we  last  parted.  I  trust  Messis. 
Hurst  and  Bobinson  will  find  the  means  of  going  (to. 
With  regard  to  myself  whenever  the  secrecy  of  the  mat- 
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ter  was  ended,  and  I  vaa  obliged  to  consult  my  Mends 
and  ask  for  time,  all  that  I  would  have  wished  to  have 
concealed  was  mode  known,  and  therefore  I  will  make  no 
further  straggle,  as  it  would  serve  no  purpose  but  to 
render  uncertain  my  personal  Ainds,  and  me  an  insolvent 
instead  of  an  indebted  person. 

"From  what  I  hear,  they  are  about  to  sequestrate 
Constable  and  Co.,  and  will  certainly  do  so  unless  you 
can  come  down  and  show  them  from  your  experience  that 
their  interest  lies  a  different  way.  I  am  clear  that  a 
good  trustee  and  time  might  save  much  money  to  the 
creditors,  and  that  an  accountant  who  will  throw  all  into 
the  market  will  suit  the  interest  of  all  parties  bett«T, 
as  you  might  he  able  to  assure  them  a  good  composi- 
tion. At  any  rate,  I  feel  your  interest  lies  here  rather 
than  in  London,  and  that,  do  Hurst  and  Robinson  what 
they  like,  the  Princes  Street  establishment  will  be  de- 
stroyed root  and  branch.  Mr.  Cadell  ia  very  gloomy 
about  it^  so  am  I,  but  it  is  impossible  for  him  and  me  to 
help  it 

"  For  myself,  be  my  loss  lighter  or  heavier,  I  will  bear 
it  manfully.  Woodstock  will  be  on  the  counter  in  a 
month,  and  you  shall  see  that  neither  ^st  nor  foul  weather 
shall  abate  the  spirit  of,  dear  Constable,  yours  truly, 

"  Walixe  Scott. 

"Everybody  has  been  kinder  to  me  than  another, 
especially  the  banking  gentlemen ;  but  it  is  sad  thing  for 
a  proud  man  to  need  that  sort  of  kindness." 
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Mb.  Constable  to  Mb.  Lockhart. 

"  PoLTOH,  BT  Labswade,  JotivaTy  23, 1S26. 

"  My  DEAJt  SiK, — You  would,  I  trust,  excuse  my  not 
Laving  called  on  you  before  leaving  Loudon,  the  cause  of 
which  I  hope  my  bod's  note  would  explain.  I  leached 
this  yesterday,  after  a  pretty  smart  journey,  and  have  just 
returned  from  Edinburgh,  after  a  day  of  anxious  business. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  passing  an  hour  with  Sir  Walter 
Scott)  whom  I  found  in  very  good  health,  and  in  the 
midst  of  his  work  as  usual,  and  in  a  remarkable  state  of 
quiet — all  things,  respecting  which  we  have  so  recently 
conversed,  taken  into  account. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you  how  greatly  delighted  I  was  to 
find  this  state  of  matters  in  Castle  Street.  I  wish  I  had 
any  favourable  report  to  make  of  our  commercial  con- 
cerns ;  the  state  of  them  I  think  rather  worse  than  my 
anticipations  when  you  and  I  last  conversed  on  the  sub- 
ject My  every  exertion  and  thought  shall  be  devoted  to 
the  common  or  individual  cause,  but  as  to  the  extent  of 
my  usefulness  in  these  respects,  I  cannot  at  this  moment 
form  any  estimate, — assuring  you,  however,  of  my  most 
perfect  faithfulness  and  attachment,  neither  of  which  shall 
be  shaken,  whatever  may  occur.  In  matters  of  auch 
delicacy  I  cannot  be  more  explicit.  You  will,  I  am  sur^ 
forgive  my  using  any  pen  but  my  own  on  the  present 
occasion,  being  really  so  fatigued  as  not  to  be  able  to  use 
my  own,^And  believe  me,  etc., 

"  Abchibald  Constable. 

"  John  Gibson  Lockhart,  Esq." 
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Desperate  condition  of  Conrtablo  and  Compsny  aggtBvated  by  want  of  cor- 
diaiitjr  batween  the  partners— They  eepsrate— Sir  Waller  Scott  decidee  to 
continuB  hia  oonneiioD  with  Mr.  Cadell— Eitract  from  "the  Life"— 
Letter  from  my  father  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  with  Sir  Walter's  reply— My 
father's  laat  letter  to  Sir  Walter  Scott— Letter  from  Mr.  Loakhart,  and 
my  father's  reply— Mr.  Cowbd  elected  tmatee  on  the  aeqneatated  estate 
of  Constable  and  Company — Claima  and  coonter-claitna. 

The  condition  of  my  father'a  firm  was  by  this  time,  aa 
we  now  see  it,  veiy  hopeless,  and  was  aggravated  by  the 
want  of  cordiality  between  the  partners.  Each  of  them 
was  evidently  desirous  of  parting  from  the  other,  while 
both  were  anxious  to  retain  connexion  with  Sir  Walter 
Scott  I  shall  not  presnme  t$i  blame — however  much  I 
may  regret — the  election  that  he  made.  I  am  sure  that 
had  it  been  agreeable  to  his  rival  suitors,  he  would  un- 
hesitatii^ly  have  gone  on  with  both  ;  and  it  will  not,  I 
think,  be  denied  by  any  impartial  reader  of  this  history, 
that  the  claim  of  my  father  was  a  strong  one. 

On  the  21st  January  Sir  Walter  writes  in  his  Journal : 
— "  I  have  seen  Cadell,  who  is  very  much  downcast  for 
the  risk  of  their  copyrighte  being  thrown  away  by  a 
hasty  sale,  I  suggested  that  if  they  went  very  cheap, 
some  means  might  be  fallen  on  to  purchase  them  in.  I 
fear  the  split  betwixt  Constable  and  Cadell  will  render 
impossible  what  might  otherwise  be  hopeful  enough.     It 
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is  tiie  Italian  race-horaes,  I  think,  which,  instead  of  riders, 
have  spurs  tied  to  their  sides,  so  as  to  prick  them  into  a 
constant  gallop." 

On  tfie  24th  January  the  following  entry  occurs; — 
"  Constable  came  yesterday,  and  saw  me  for  half  an  hour. 
He  seemed  irritable,  but  kept  his  temper  under  com- 
mand. Was  a  little  shocked  when  I  intimated  that  I  was 
disposed  to  regard  the  present  ^orks  in  prepress  as  my 
own.  I  think  I  saw  two  things : — 1,  That  he  is  desirous 
to  return  into  the  management  of  hie  own  afTairs  without 
Cadell,  if  he  can.  2.  That  he  relies  on  my  connexion  aa 
the  way  of  helping  him  out  of  the  slough.  Indeed,  he 
said  he  was  ruined  utterly  without  my  countenance.  I 
certainly  will  befriend  him  if  I  can,  but  Constable  with- 
ont  Cadell  is  like  gettii^  the  clock  without  the  pendulum 
— the  one  having  the  ingenuity,  the  other  the  cantion  of 
the  business.  I  will  see  my  way  before  niaTfing  any 
bargain,  and  I  wUl  help  t^em,  I  am  sure,  if  I  can,  with- 
out endangering  my  last  cast  for  freedom." 

On  the  26th  Scott  records : — "I  called  to-day  at  Con- 
stable's. Both  parties  [partners]  seemed  sore  tliat  Hurst 
and  Bobinson  were  to  go  on  and  pay.  Strange  that  they 
should  have  stopped.  Constable  very  anxious  to  have 
the  husbanding  of  the  books.  I  told  him  the  truth — 
that  I  would  be  glad  to  have  his  assistance,  and  that  he 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  agency — but  that  he  was 
to  consider  past  transactions  as  no  rule  for  settling  those 
in  future,  since  I  must  needs  make  the  most  out  of  my 
labours  I  could.  Item,  that  for  whoever  might  act  for 
me,  I  would,  of  course,  after  what  has  happened,  look 
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especially  to  the  security.  He  said,  'If  Hurst  and 
Eobinaon  were  to  go  on,  bank-notes  would  be  laid  down,' 
I  conceiTe  indeed  that  they  would  take  Woodstock  and 
Napoleon  almoet  at  lose,  ratber  than  break  the  connexion 
in  the  public  eye."  ^  Under  the  same  date,  Sir  Walter 
makes  an  announcement  which  must  have  been  received 
by  the  public  with  satisfaction  nearly  equal  to  his  own, — 
"Gibson  comes  with  a  joyful  face,  aunouncii^  all  the 
creditors  had  unanimously  i^reed  to  a  private  trust  This 
is  handsome  and  confidential,  and  must  warm  my  best 
efforts  to  get  them  out  of  the  scrape.  I  will  not  doubt — 
to  doubt  ia  to  lose.  Sir  William  Forbes  took  the  chair, 
and  behaved,  as  he  has  ever  done,  with  the  generosity  of 
ancient  faith  and  early  friendship." 

On  the  8th  March  Sir  Walter  tells  us  that  "  Mr.  Cowan, 
a  good  and  able  man,  is  chosen  trustee  in  Constable's 
affairs,  with  full  powers.  From  what  I  hear,  the  poor 
man  is  not  sensible  of  the  nature  of  bis  own  situation ; 
for  myself,  I  have  succeeded  in  putting  the  matter  per- 
fectly out  of  my  mind,  since  I  cannot  help  it." 

This  my  lather  might  perhaps  have  also  succeeded  in 
doing  bad  he  seen  before  bim  any  prospect  of  retrieving 
his  fortiine,  and  paying  his  debts ;  but  his  views  of  the 
value    of  the    literary  property  of  his  house,  though 

^  Tfai*  pMUge  in  the  DUrf  u  omitted  by  Mr.  Lockhut  in  tits  Life. 
He  Tentnrea  alao  occutonally  to  altar  the  sense  in  liii  quotation!  from 
that  interMting  lonrce.  On  March  I4tti  the  original  docnmeut  haa 
the  following  entry : — "  Bade  Constable  and  Cadell  farewell,  and  had 
*  briilc  walk  vUh  them,  whioh  enaUea  me  to  face  the  desoUtioo  here 
with  more  spirit."  In  the  life  (voL  -n.  p.  262)  Ur.  Lockhart  baa  it 
"  k  brisk  walk  home,"  widwat  notice  of  eompwiiona. 
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justified  by  ita  after  productivenesa,  were  regarded  as 
Utopian  by  the  creditors  of  Archibald  Constable  and 
Company,  and  those  who  acted  for  them.  The  breach 
between  the  partners  was,  unhappily,  complete,  and  Sir 
Walter  Scott  decided,  Mr,  Lockhart  tells  us  in  the  follow- 
ing passage,*  without  hesitation,  to  continue  hie  connexion 
with  Mr.  Robert  Cadell  :— 

"  That  gentlemui's  coDneiion  with  CoDttaUe  w«a,  from  circom- 
BtaDcel  of  which  the  reader  may  likve  traced  vuioni  little  indicatiolM, 
not  likely  to  be  renewed  aCter  the  catastrophe  of  their  old  coparbi»- 
ebip.  Tbey  were  now  endeavouring  to  eatabliah  themaelvei  in  separate 
bnaiDeise*  ;  and  each  was,  of  course,  eager  to  secnre  the  countenaDce 
of  Sir  Walter.  He  did  not  hesitate  a  moment.  He  conceived  that 
Constable  had  acted  in  such  a  manner  by  him,  upecially  in  urging 
him  to  borrow  Urge  sums  of  money  for  his  Bnpport  after  all  chance  of 
recovery  was  over,  that  be  had  more  than  forfeited  all  claim*  on  hit 
confidence ;  and  Mr.  Cadell's  fiauk  conduct  in  warning  Ballan^ne 
and  him  against  Constable's  last  mwl  proposal  about  a  guarantee  for 
£20,000,  had  produced  a  strong  impression  in  his  favonr." 

Had  Sir  Walter  Scott  agreed  to  afford  the  gnarantee 
suggested  by  my  father,  his  creditors  would  not  indeed 
have  received  more  than  the  twenty  shiUings  in  the 
pound  which  he  honourably  paid  them ;  but  those  of 
Constable  and  Company  might  have  bad  good  cause  to 
differ  &om  Mr.  Lockhart  in  opinion  as  to  the  insanity  or 
soundness  of  the  suggestion.  Mr.  Cadell's  written  cor- 
respondence with  my  father,  during  the  crisis  that  ended 
in  the  sequestration  of  their  literary  property,  indicates 
no  difference  of  opinion  bom  his  partner  as  to  the  steps 
to  be  adopted  by  them  for  averting,  if  possible,  the  great 
calamity,  and  had  the  "mad  proposal"  been  acceded  to, 
1  See  life,  voL  vi  p.  311. 
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it  seems  not  impossible  that  tbe  firm  might  have  con- 
tinued to  exist,  and  that,  under  the  skilful  maoagement  of 
Mr.  Cadell,  who  survived  my  father  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  their  liabilities,  enormous  as  they  were,  might  have 
been  honourably  met 

It  is  instructive,  and  to  me  consolatory,  that  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  in  his  written  communications  with  my  father,  even 
after  the  catastrophe  of  which  Mr.  Lockhart  has  declared  my 
father  to  have  been  the  author,  manifests  no  diminution  of 
re^rd.  The  wound  indicted  by  preference  of  Ms  partner 
was,  I  do  not  doubt,  acutely  felt,  but  Sir  Walter  was  of  so 
genial  and  kind  a  nature  that  he  desired  the  blow  should 
Call  as  lightly  ae  possible ;  and  the  following  extract  from 
the  first  letter  to  his  son-in-law  after  bankruptcy  had 
been  proclaimed,  tells  not  only  of  his  own  brave  spirit, 
but  of  his  consideration  for  those  who  were  involved  with 
himself  in  its  results.  He  writes  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  on  the 
80th  January  1826,  in  the  following  terms: — 

"  Whenever  I  beud  that  Coortahle  had  made  a  eeitio/oH,  I  thought 
it  became  me  to  make  public  how  far  I  was  conoemed  in  thete  matten, 
aad  to  offer  my  lortime  ao  far  aa  it  waa  preatable,  and  the  completion 
of  my  literaiy  engagementa  (tbe  better  thing  almoat  of  the  two)  to 
make  good  all  clainiB  npoa  Ballantyne  and  Co. ;  and  even  anppoaing 
that  neither  Hnnt  and  Co.  nor  Constable  and  Ca  ever  pay  a  penny 
they  owe  me,  my  <^d  age  will  be  far  from  deatitiite— even  if  my  right 
haod  ahonld  loae  its  cunning.  ThiB  is  the  vay  teoril  that  can  befall 
me;  bat  I  have  little  doubt  that,  with  ordinary  management,  the 
affairs  of  thoee  booaee  will  turn  oat  fsToarably.  It  ia  needless  to 
add,  that  I  will  not  engage  myself,  as  Constable  desires,  for  £20,000 
more— or  £2000— or  £200.  I  have  advanced  enoogh  already  to  pay 
other  people'a  debts,  and  must  now  pay  my  own.  If  onr  friend  Con- 
stable had  set  oat  a  fortnight  earlier,  nothing  of  all  this  would  hare 
happened  ;  but  he  let  the  honr  of  distress  precede  the  honr  of  provi' 
■ion,  and  he  and  others  must  pay  for  it.     Yet  don't  bint  this  to  him. 
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poor  feUow — it  ii  an  infimtity  of  lutnrs.  .  .  .  It  ia  eaajr,  no  donUi 
for  sujt  Meod  to  blame  me  for  entering  into  oonnexion  with  lyimmmrUl 
m&tten  at  aU.  Bat  I  wish  to  know  what  I  could  have  done  better — 
excluded  from  the  bar,  and  then  from  all  pro&ta  for  six  yean,  1^  tnj 
otdleagve'a  prolonged  life.  litaratnre  waa  not  in  thcee  day*  what 
poor  Conitable  has  made  it ;  and,  with  my  little  capital,  I  waa  glad 
to  make  commerciallj  the  means  of  mpporting  my  family.  I  got  bnt 
£600  for  the  Lay  of  the  Laat  Miiutcel,  and — it  was  a  price  that  made 
men'i  hair  etand  on  end — £1000  for  Mannion.  I  have  been  far  froM 
anffering  by  Jamea  Ballantyoe.  I  owe  it  to  him  to  tay,  that  his  diffi- 
cnltiei,  aa  well  a«  his  advantagea,  are  owing  to  ma.  I  tniated  too 
mnch  to  CooBtable'*  aaranmcea  of  hia  own  and  bia  correapandenn 
stability, — bnt  yet  I  beliere  be  waa  only  aangnine.  The  npaliot  is  just 
what  Hnnt  and  Co.  and  Constable  may  be  able  to  pay  me ;  if  16s.  in 
the  pound,  I  shall  not  complain  of  my  loss,  for  I  have  gained  many 
thonaands  in  my  day.  Bnt  while  I  live  I  shall  regret  Uie  downfall  of 
Conitable'a  home,  for  never  did  tlieie  exist  lo  intelligent  and  io  hbenl 
an  eatabliahment.  They  weot  too  far  when  money  waa  plenty,  that 
it  certain;  yet  if  every  author  in  Britain  bad  taxed  himself  half  a 
year's  income,  he  should  bave  kept  up  the  house  which  Srtt  broke  in 
upon  the  monopoly  of  the  London  trade,  uid  made  letters  what  they 


Those  of  his  family  who  were  with  Mm  throughoat  hia 
troubles  knew  how  siucere  was  my  father's  attachment  to 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  how  cordial  his  desire  tot  his 
happiness  anfl  success ;  but  intercourse  between  them  was 
necessarily  now  very  limited,  and  confined  to  occasional 
expressions  of  goodwill  On  the  2Bth  of  December,  my 
&ther  communicated  to  Sir  Walter  the  following  interest- 
ing extract  from  a  letter  he  had  received  : — 

Mh.  Cosstablb  to  SiK  Waltes  Scott. 

"  Fakk  Place,  Edikbobob,  23d  Dter.  182& 

"  Beak  Sir  Walter, — I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending 
you  the  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  received  on  Satotday 
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from  Mrs.  Campbell  of  Stonefield,  containing  an  anecdote 
of  Buonaparte,  which  she  wiehed  communicated  to  yon. 
I  need  not  tell  you  anything  of  Mrs.  Campbell, 
she  beii^,  I  dareaay,  well  known  to  you.  She  is 
descended  of  the .  celebrated  Dr.  Fitcaim  by  her  giand- 
motber.  Lady  Eellie,  to  which,  were  anything  wanted 
to  leoommend  or  certify  her  veracity,  about  which 
she  seems  anxious  in  the  present  instance,  I  am  sure  I 
need  add  nothing  farther  to  you. 

"  I  was  veiy  happy  to  hear  that  your  hesilth  had  im- 
proved in  your  ezonrsion  to  the  Continent.  I  have  been 
very  unwell  since  June,  hut  have  rallied  wonderfully,  and 
am  looking  forward  wiiii  some  satisfaction  to  an  active 
life  again. — I  am,  etc.  A.  C." 

Extract  Jrom  Letter  of  Mrs.  Campbell. 

"  If,  as  we  bear.  Sir  Walter  Scott  is  writing  the  History 
of  Buonaparte,  you  may  tell  him  that  the  late  Sir  Charles 
Stuart  (of  Bute)  told  me  that  when  he  commanded  our 
army  in  Corsica,  Buonaparte  wished  to  come  into  our 
service.  I  asked  what  rank  he  expected ;  he  said  he 
believed  he  would  have  accepted  a  Lt-Coloneloy.  This 
is  a  fact  that  I  know  has  been  doubted,  but  you  see 
Sir  C.  Stuart's  authority  is  decisive.  Eemember,  how- 
ever, I  won't  have  my  name  appear  in  print  You  may 
perhaps  vouch  for  me  to  Sir  Walter  that  I  am  not 
addicted  to  lying,  or  you  may  refer  him  to  my  friends,  the 
Misses  Hepburn,  or  Hector  Macdonald;  but  likely  he 
knows  the  thing  already,  in  which  case  say  nothing.     Sir 

VOL.  IlL  2  E 
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Charles  Stuart  was  very  angry  that  Buonaparte's   offer 
was  rejected," 

On   the   3th  of  January  1827  Sir  Walter  replied  as 
follows  : — 

Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Mr.  Constable. 
"  My  dear  Constable, — I  mq  much  obliged  by  your 
letter,  and  for  the  enclosure,  aud  also  by  the  acconnt  of 
your  health.  Mine  has  been  but  so-so,  otherwise  I  would 
have  been  out  to  see  you.  1  had  a  vile  bowel-complaint, 
which  ended  in  a  rheumatic  cold;  now  the  rheumatism 
has  settled  in  my  only  serviceable  knee,  and  has  nailed 
me  to  my  chair,  unless  when  I  have  some  one  to  drag  me 
up  and  dowiL  But  I  am  gettit^  better,  and  the  confine- 
ment rather  favours  hard  work  than  otherwise.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  Mrs.  Campbell  for  the  curious  anecdote 
of  Buonaparte.  I  had  heard  it  before ;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  some  inquiries  made  at  Lord  Minto  and  Count 
Pozzo  di  Borgo,  I  was  inclined  to  consider  it  as  apocry* 
phaL  The  report  may  have  arisen  from  some  similarity 
of  name.  I  should  like  to  know  more  precisely  the  time 
when  the  offer  was  made.  B.  was  but  a  short  time  in 
Corsica  before  quarrelling  with  Faoli,  after  which  he  was 
decidedly  in  the  French  interest  His  rank  was  Captain 
of  Artillery  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  National 
Guards,  and  as  he  was  then  totally  unknown,  his  expecta- 
tions of  a  lieutenant-colonelcy  in  the  British  service  seems 
rather  romantic  I  would  be  particularly  happy  to  speak 
to  Mra  Campbell  on  the  subject,  if  she  would  carry  her 
kindness  so  far. 
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"  I  am,  with  compliments  to  Mrs.  Constable,  my  dear 
Sir,  yours  truly,  .Waltek  Scott. 

"Oivm/rommtrarm-eliair,  Tkvrtdag,  January  Hth,  1B27." 
So  fat  as  I  am  avare,  my  father's  last  letter  to  Sir 
Walter  Scott  was  the  following,  to  which  he  may  have 
replied,  though  the  only  reference  I  find  to  it  is  in  a 
Qot«  to  James  BaUan^ue,  which  waa  forwarded  to  my 
father : — 

Mr.  Constable  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"  Edihbckgh,  20(&  Jan.  1827. 

"  DEAjt  Sir  Walter, — I  received  your  kind  letter,  of 
6th  curt,  from  Abbotsford.  I  hope  the  rheumatism 
has  departed.  It  is  a  teasing  complaint,  and  was  long  my 
companion ;  fleecy  hosiery  and  flannel  I  found  the  beat 
means  of  getting  rid  of  it,  and  my  safeguards  afterwards. 

"  I  have  delayed  much  longer  than  I  ought  to  have 
done  in  informing  you  that  the  first  number  of  my  Mis- 
cellany was  issued  on  the  6th  current,  and  has  met  with 
very  considerable  success.  Indeed,  the  praises  of  the 
phm  in  all  parts  of  the  country  promise  more  success  than 
I  could  have  anticipated  in  the  present  depressed  8tat«  of 
trade,  and  I  find  I  have  no  fewer  than  three  rivals, — all 
originating  from  the  plan  of  my  work, — but  none  of  them, 
I  think,  constructed  in  the  popular  manner  in  which 
mine  appears  to  have  been.  I  have  just  had  recourse 
to  Mr.  Ballantyne's  presses  for  aid  in  completing  Captain 
Hall's  Voyages,  and  I  am  anxious  to  give  as  full  a  share 
of  the  printing  of  the  work  to  my  old  friend  as  circum- 
stances may  admit  of.    Among  your  other  kind  aids  in 
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the  fonnatioD  of  my  undertaking,  you  did  me  the  favour 
to  prepare  an  admirable  Preface  for  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Marchioueaa  Larocbejaquelein,  which  has  been  in  Mr. 
Ballantyue's  handa  above  a  year.  I  should  like  to  pro- 
ceed with  that  work  now,  should  it  be  your  pleasure  to 
continue  the  favour  to  me.  I  was  desirous  of  having  the 
honour  of  making  this  communication  to  you  in  person, 
and  of  offering  for  your  acceptance  a  fine-paper  copy  of 
the  first  three  volumes  of  the  Miscellany,  which  accom- 
panies this.  I  have  another  copy  binding  for  the  Library 
at  Abbotsford,  which  I  shall  take  care  to  have  ready  before 
you  leave  town.  My  health  is  not  yet  so  far  re-estab- 
lished as  to  enable  me  to  leave  my  house,  where  I  have 
been  in  a  greater  or  less  d^ree  an  invalid  since  June 
last,  but  I  hope  to  be  permitted  to  move  about  again  ere 
long. 

"  There  has  been  no  dedication-copy  forwarded  to  the 
King,  which,  I  am  aware,  ought  to  have  been  done  in  the 
first  instance,  and  I  know  not  whether  it  can  he  done 
now.  Formerly,  I  believe.  Captain  Hall  would  gladly 
have  been  the  bearer  of  tiie  book,  but  I  have  not  ascer- 
tained whether  that  most  generous  and  active  friend  of 
mine  has  any  inclination  to  do  so  now.  In  this  matter, 
if  not  asking  too  much,  I  would  be  desirous  of  being 
guided  by  any  advice  which  you  might  be  good  enough 
to  afford  me. — I  am,  etc.  A,  C." 

Mr.  Ballantyne's  note  above  referred  to  is  as  follows : — 

"  P.  0.,  Friday,  FA.  U,  1S27. 
"  Mt  dear  Sir, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  enclosing  you 
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a  card  from  Sir  Walter  Scott  on  the  subject  we  spoke  of. 
Keep  it,  for  it  is  yonre  rather  than  mine — I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  youTB  very  truly,  James  BALLAKTOfB." 

"  My  deab  James, — The  Introduction  to  La  Vendte 
was  written  for  Mr.  Constable's  Miscelkny,  and  of  course 
is  at  his  own  dispoeal ;  I  heartily  wiah  it  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  him.  I  only  retain  the  privilege  of  adding  it  to 
my  other  works  hereafter,  if  I  shall  think  proper. 

"  By  the  bye,  bow  do  the  present  prose  works  come  on  ? 
I  have  two  characters  to  send  yon,  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and 
Lord  Somerville.  Are  you  ready  for  them,  and  gene- 
rally, at  what  point  is  the  work  ? — Yours  truly, 

"W.  S." 

Were  we  entitled  to  gauge  the  actual  feelings  of  Mr. 
Lockhart  by  the  tone  of  his  correspondence  with  my 
father  a  year  after  the  sad  catastrophe,  he  bad  not  yet 
attained  to  the  seyerity  of  judgment  manifested  in  hia 
treatment  of  him  in  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  The 
following  letter  would  rather  indicate  a  high  appreciation 
of  my  father's  character,  and  a  sincere  interest  in  his 
welfare  and  success  : — 

Mb.  Lockhart  to  Mr.  Conbtablz. 

"  WiKBiiEDON,  SoKRir,  Januarji  29,  1827. 

*  "  Mt  DBAS  Sir, — I  am  truly  happy  to  hear  that  the 
Miscellany  baa  started  with  so  much  prospect  of  success. 
I  received  some  weeks  ago  the  three  volumes,  and  have 
in  them  re-read  with  renewed  pleasure  our  friend  Captain 
Hall's  narratives,  to  which  the  conversation  with  Napoleon 


byGoogle 


438  SIB  WALTER  SCOTT. 

is  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  addition.  I  suppose  I 
am  right  in  believing  that  it  never  was  in  print  till  now, 
and  that  a  dim  recollection  I  had  of  some  thii^  in  it 
arose  from  my  having  seen  the  Captain's  HS.,  among 
others,  at  Abbotsford. 

"  Since  you  think  that  my  Life  of  Kobert  Bnms  is 
worth  the  asking  for  now,  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  much 
pleasure  in  writing  it ;  but,  unfortunately,  considering  the 
matter  as  at  au  end,  I  had  some  time  ago  boxed  up  all  the 
materials  I  had  collected  in  London,  and  that  in  such  a 
way  that  I  fear  I  cannot,  without  great  difficulty,  get  at 
them  for  some  time.  I  trust  nothing  is  to  prevent  my 
spending  the  chief  part  of  next  summer  in  Scotland,  and 
shall  look  forward  to  Bums  as  my  work  during  that 
time. 

"  As  to  two  volumes,  I  doubt  whether  that  would  not 
be  too  much  for  a  Life  of  Bums.  If  a  selection  from  his 
poetry  is  to  be  included,  the  case  is  altered,  and  indeed  I 
think  it  would  be  doing  a  service  to  his  fame  to  place 
before  the  public  those  pieces  by  which  alone  he  merits 
his  place,  apart  altogether  from  his  mawkish  attempts  in 
the  English  dialect,  and  also  those  Scottish  performances, 
the  coarseness  of  which  much  overbalances  their  wit,  and 
which  at  aay  rate  should  never  be  included  in  such  a 
work  as  your  Miscellany.  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  what 
you  have  to  say  to  these  suggestions,  and  of  course  to  see' 
tlie  original  pieces  of  Burns,  in  your  possession.  I  have 
myself  obtained  several  trifles  of  his  in  hs.  from  various 
quarters,  and  curious  enough  Tnemoranda  from  two  or 
three  friends  who  recollect  the  poet  in  the  flesh. 
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"  I  have  beeo  Tinwell  of  late,  and  have  not  been  to 
town  or  seen  Mr.  Murray  since  I  leceived  yonr  letter,  bo 
that  I  can  say  nothing  as  to  the  Life  of  Nelson  affair.  I 
ondeistand,  however,  that  Murray  has  nothing  to  do  per- 
sonally with  the  scheme  of  the  '  National  libiary,'  the 
management  of  which  is  altogether  with  its  editor,  Mr. 
Charles  Knight ;  so  that  there  is  the  leas  chance  of  its 
interfering  with  your  proposal  The  programme  of  the 
NationaJ  Library  says  so  much,  that  no  one  can  believe 
it  will  do  all  it  promises ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  there 
need  to  be  no  great  collision  between  it  and  the  Mis- 
cellany. 

"  I  shall  commonicate  what  yon  say  to  Mr.  Oleig.  I 
am  sorry,  however,  to  tell  you  that  I  privately  kaow  he 
has  made  application  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  about 
the  Life,  and  received  in  the  kindest  hut  firmest  manner 
his  Grace's  refusal  to  have  any  band  in  furnishing  mate- 
rials for  any  such  work  to  be  published  durit^  his  own 
time.  Gleig  has,  of  course,  abundant  materials  at  com- 
mand independently  of  such  sources  ;  yet  this  is  a  great 
loss.  To  tell  you  the  plain  truth,  I  have  a  very  strong 
aaspicion  that  the  Duke  means  to  be  his  own  historian ; 
and  those  who  know  him  best,  all  agree  that  he  is  as  well 
qualified  (almost)  to  narrate  battles  as  to  fight  them. 

"  I  hope,  now  you  have  seen  the  storm  go  by,  you  may 
live  to  see  many  fair  days  yet.  On  one  thing  I  am  sure 
you  may  rely,  and  that  is  that  all  literary  men  wish  to 
see  you  hold  np  yonr  head  again ;  for  they  know  how  great 
is  the  debt  that  th^  all,  as  a  body,  owe  to  you  personally 
for  having  thrown  so  much  of  new  life  and  vigoni  into 
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the  coDdnct  of  the  profession,  of  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
you  will  long  be  an  ornament — Very  truly  youis, 

"  J.  G.  LOCKHABT ." 

On  the  16th  Febmaty  in;  father  wrote  from  Edinbui^li 
in  reply : — 

"  My  deab  Sib, — I  was  favotired  lathec  moie  than  s 
week  ago  with  your  kind  letter  of  the  29th  alt  I  owe 
many  apolc^ea  to  yon  for  not  writing  to  yon  sooner  on 
the  subject  of  the  Life  of  Bums,  which  yon  had  kindly 
undertaken  to  write  for  my  Miscellany.  It  was  arranged 
many  months  ago  that  I  should  take  up  that  work,  bat  a 
aeries  of  many  months  of  ill  health  prevented  my  embark- 
ing in  the  undertaking  with  the  necessary  energy. 

"  In  addition  to  that,  I  had  such  entire  confidence  in 
your  friendship  that  I  delayed  the  commnnication  to  you 
somewhat  from  that  feeling.  I  am  aware  that  circom- 
stancea  are  changed  with  me,  and  I  ought  not  to  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  remaining  so  long  silent  as  to  iodace 
you  to  think  that  I  had  abandoned  the  plan. 

"  I  candidly  confess  to  you  that  I  should  feel  mnch 
mortification  were  yon  not  to  give  me  the  Ijfe  of  Boma. 
It  would  prove  to  my  interest  very  greatly  were  it  possible 
for  yon  to  give  me  the  work  so  that  it  might  appear  this 
year,  and  if  you  conld  extend  it  to  two  volumes  you  would 
do  a  vast  thing  for  me,  and  gratify  the  literary  world 
very  much. 

"  The  sale  of  the  Miscellany  entitles  me  to  say  that  I 
have  no  doubt  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  you  as  t»  the 
copy-money,  and  to  pay  it  either  at  the  conmnencement  of 
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'  tlie  printing  of  youi  work,  or  at  the  concloBioD  of  it,  as 
might  8uit  yottr  wishea  and  finances  at  the  time.  The 
kindness  of  some  Mends  enables  me  also  to  state  this 
matter  with  full  confidence  that  it  will  be  made  good.  If 
the  work  is  to  be  extended  to  two  volumes,  there  will  be 
new  terms  as  to  price  to  arrai^  on  this  subject.  I  truat 
that  you  will  not  faU  to  give  me  yonx  sentiments  without 
reserve  or  hesitation. 

"  I  feel  particularly  obliged  by  all  your  kind  expres- 
uona  and  good  wishes  for  my  future  welfare,  which  I 
know  you  have  not  been  backward  to  express  on  more 
than  one  oceamon,  of  which  I  have  heard  with  much  grati- 
tude. I  have  the  prospect  of  being  obliged  to  go  to  Lon- 
don early  next  month,  but  the  business  that  carries  me 
there  will  not,  I  expect,  detain  me  many  days. 

"  I  have  not  yet  heard  anything  from  Mr.  Murray,  but 
I  have  no  right  to  trouble  you  on  such  a  subject,  and 
confess  my  error  in  having  entered  upon  it  in  my  last. 
Excuse  my  being  obliged  to  use  the  hand  of  a  confidential 
amanuensis. — I  am,  etc.,  Archibald  Cosstable." 

The  creditors  of  Constable  and  Company,  in  electing  as 
their  trustee  Alexander  Cowan,  whom  Sir  Walter  Scott 
jnstiy  characterized  as  "  a  good  and  able  man,"  not  only 
chose  prudently  for  their  own  interests,  but  gave  confi- 
dence of  justice  and  consideration  to  the  bankrupts,  and 
smoothed  the  way  for  dealing  with  the  complicated  rela- 
tions of  the  firm  with  that  of  James  Ballantjnie  and  Go. 

Sir  Walter's  entry  in  his  diary  on  December  18,  1826, 
already  quoted,  "  We  shall  have  made  some  itittJe  quee- 


byGoogle 


44S  SIB  WALTER  SCOTT. 

tions  of  literary  properly  amongst  ma,"  was  amply  realized 
in  the  l^al  determination  of  the  relative  liabilities  of 
James  BaUantyne  and  Company  and  Archibald  Constable 
and  Company.  In  a  paper  by  Mr.  Cowan,  dated  June 
1826,  nitu  distinct  claims  are  brought  against  Sir  Walter 
Scotfa  estate  on  acconnt  of  contracts  pending  or  unful- 
filled.    These  were  as  follows : — 

1  A  BomftDca,   in  thiw  Tolumea,  or  a  Novel   in  four  Tolnmw. 

CoDtncted  for  on  Much  7tli,  1823. 
n.  Anodier  coatrsct  for  a  sunilar  work,  eotored  iato  on  October 

29tb,  1823. 
in  The  Life  of  Nqwleon  Baonapvte.i  1626. 
IV.  Woodrtock,*  182S. 
V.  MiaceDwieou*  Pro«e  Work*,  1826. 
VI  History  of  ScotUod,  1810. 
Vn.  Tr&velB  on  the  Continent,  ISIS. 
TITL  An  Edition  of  the  Works  of  Shaketpeare,  1824. 
IX.  A  claim  for  booki,  paper,  and  other  miwellaneoiu  property  in 
the  handa  of  Uesan.  BaUantyne  and  Co. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  counter-claims  were  made 
in  the  interest  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  One  of  these  was  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Waverley  Manuscripts  which  had 
been  presented  by  him  to  my  father  in  1823,  on  the  ground 
that  conditions  allied  to  have  been  attached  to  the  gift 
had  become  incapable  of  fulfilment  Sy  the  award  of 
the  Hon.  Lord  Kewton,  who  had  been  appointed  arbiter 

*  In  contracting  for  the  Life  of  Napoleon,  atlmiua  ii  made  by  Hr. 
BaUantyne  to  the  fact  that  two  novela,  already  oontntcted  for,  are  etill 
nnwritten. 

*  The  daim  of  the  oreditore  of  CooBtable  and  Company  cm  the  life 
of  Napideon  and  Woodstock  was  dtuUowed,  and  Sir  Walter  enter*  ia 
hi*  diary  of  April  3,  1826:  —  "  I  have  the  extraordinary  andgrati^^g 
new*  that  Woodstock  i*  sold  for  £8228 ;  all  i«ady  money — a  match- 
lea*  tale  for  lei*  than  three  months'  work." 
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OQ  the  claim,  the  pioperty  of  these  Manuscripts  was 
adjudged  to  reet  with  my  father's  creditors,  and  they 
were  accordingly  sold  in  London  for  £317.^ 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  I  have  been  unable  to  recover 
the  SederuDt-book  of  the  GonunissioneTS  under  the  bank- 
raptcy  of  Constable  and  Company,  from  which  I  could 
have  given  authentic  details  on  all  pointa  connected  with 

*  The;  ooiuiated  of — 

1.  The  Mouaatery — Three  Tolmnea  perfect,  in  one. 

2.  Gny  Mwinemig— Three  volumeB. 

3.  Old  UoiiaUty— Three  Tolnmea,  perfect. 

4.  The  Antiqiurj — Three  volume*,  perfect. 

5.  Bob  Boy — Three  Tolnmea,  perfect.' 

6.  Peveril  of  the  Peak — Four  Tolninei  boaud  in  tvo,  perfect 

7.  Wftverley— 

Vol.  i.  from  the  beginning  of  chapter  t.  to  end  of  chap- 
ter li. 
n.  from  the  middle  of  chapter  vi.  to  the  end.     Im- 

iiL  ft*om  chapter  xiii.  to  end,  with  the  exception  of 
chapter  ixiii. 

8.  The  Abbot— VoL  L  wants  folio  7.      Hiatna  from  folio  30 

to  04. 
ToL  iL  Hiatni  from  folio  6  to  II,  and  from  28  to  32. 
iii.  Imperfect.     Ends  at  folio  44 

9.  Ivanboe— End  of  vol.  iL 

Vol  iii.  Containa  from  folio  1  to  29,  and  from  50  to  67. 

10.  The  Pirate— VoL  L  Imperfect,  ending  at  folio  42. 

VoL  iL  Wanting. 

iiL  fVotn  folio  46  to  the  end. 

11.  The  Fortnnea  of  Nigel— Vola.  i.  and  ii.,  perfect 

YoL  iii.  euda  at  folio  60. 

12.  Kenilworth — Vol.  I     Begini  at  folio  16,  wants  folios  38, 

40,  09,  60. 
VoL  ii.  Want*  foUos  lS-18. 

iii  Begins  at  folio  4 ;  the  Teat  perfect. 

13.  The  Bride  of  LMiunermoor — 61  p^e*  of  mannKript 
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it  The  only  quasi-authoritative  document  I  possesB  is  a 
statement  hy  Mr.  Bobert  Goldie,  clerk  to  the  trustee  for 
the  creditoTS  of  the  coDcera. 

On  the  15th  March  1S26,  my  brother  David  addressed 
the  followiog  letter  to  Mr,  Cowan : — 

"  1  3t.  ViHcnrr  STE«irr,  March  \IUh,  1826. 

"  Mt  dear  Sib, — I  hope  the  interest  which  I  have  in 
the  concerns  of  Archibald  Constable  and  Co.  will  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  the  request  I  am  about  to  maka 

"  I  wish  to  have  a  memorandum  of  the  statement  sub- 
mitted to  the  last  meeting  of  creditors,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  the  amount  of  the  claims  on  both  sides  between 
A.  C.  and  Co.,  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  and  Sir  Walter  Scott 
I  shall  also  feel  obliged  by  your  informii^  me  of  the 
amount  of  the  claims  on  Hurst,  Bobinson,  and  Co.,  and  of 
Hurst,  Eobinson,  and  Co.'s  claim  on  A.  C.  and  Co.  here. 
Perhaps  you  can  oblige  me  with  all  this  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two.  Would  you  also  favour  me  with  a  copy  of 
the  valuations  of  the  copyrights  in  1821,  and  one  also  of 
the  particulars  of  the  recent  valuation  ? 

"  I  beg  you  will  excuse  this  trouble,  and  believe  me  to 
be,  yours  very  truly,  David  Constable." 

Me.  CowAir  to  Mr.  David  Constablr. 

"  10  Pbiscm  Street,  19tk  Mareh  1826. 

"  My  dear  Sib, — You  shall  at  all  times  be  welcome  to 
every  kind  o(  information  you  may  wont  in  the  affairs 
you  mention. 

"  The  state  of  them  submitted  to  laat  meeting  is, 
together  with  some  others  of  the  papers  you  mention,  in 
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the  hands  of  Mr.  Walter  Dickson,  W.S.,  Bojal  Citeus. 
He  will  show  them  to  yon,  and  allow  yon  to  take  3uch 
extracts  or  copies  as  you  may  wish ;  and  if  you  will  call 
here  for  me  to-day  from  1 1  to  12,  or  to-morrow  or  Mon- 
day from  12  to  2, 1  shall  be  happy  to  give  you  all  further 
information  you  may  desire  to  hava — Yours  ever  truly, 

"  A.  COWAM. 
"  David  Constable,  Esq." 

'  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Cowan's  clerk  made  the  following 
communication : — 
"  David  Constable,  Esq. 

■•  10  Pmnob  SmsxT,  IBM  MarA  182B. 

"  Sm, — All  the  documents  on  which  the  statement  of 
the  6th  inst  was  founded,  with  the  statement  itself,  being 
in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Dickson,  I  have  ventured  to  give 
you  from  memory  the  substance  of  the  report,  which  I 
trust  will  answer  your  purpose  in  the  meantime;  and, 
as  Mr.  Cowan  has  already  informed  yoo,  the  most  minute 
particulars  will  be  furnished  you  whenever  the  Sederunt*- 
book  is  in  his  hands,  if  you  do  not  choose  to  call  on  Mr. 
Dickson  yourself. 

"  In  the  annexed  statement  you  will  observe  that  no 
notice  is  taken  of  the  private  debts  of  the  individual 
partners.  In  both  instances  they  are  about  equal  to  the 
private  property. 

"  The  accommodation-bills  between  A.  0.  and  Co.  and 
BallantyDe  and  Co.  are  stated  as  exactly  equal — say 
£29,000  on  each  side ;  and  for  value,  it  would  appear  from 
A.  C.  and  Co.'3  books  that  the  latter  are  entitled  to  rank 
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for  £3600,  but  antil  farther  investigatioD  it  is  impossible 
to  say  how  the  account  may  really  stand. 

"  The  original  scroll  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  copy- 
rights is  so  imperfect  that  I  fear  it  would  answer  no  good 
purpose  to  enclose  it  at  present,  hut  I  now  hand  you  copy 
of  the  valuation  in  1821,  and  the  particulare  of  the  £32,000 
taken  credit  for  in  the  annexed  state  you  can  have  when- 
ever the  Sedemnt-book  and  documents  are  returned  by 
Mr.  Dickson. — I  am.  Sir,  your  veiy  obedient  servant, 

"  R  GOLDIK." 
"Substance  of  Interim  Factoi^a  Report,  iOi  March  1826. 

"  That  he  had  examined  with  as  much  accuracy  as  the 
time  and  state  of  the  books  admitted,  the  various  items 
of  the  account  then  exhibited,  and  had  no  doubt  hut  in 
all  the  leading  features  it  would  be  found  substantially 
correct,  particularly  as  r^arded  the  primary  obligations 
of  the  house  on  acceptances,  bonds,  and  open  accounts, 
amounting  together  to  £133,600. 

"  That  the  liabilitieB  of  the  house,  as  indorsers  on  bills 
discounted  through  various  channels,  appeared  to  be 
£182,000,  on  acceptances  granted  for  behoof  of  others, 
£12,600,  and  od  bond  to  Mr.  Kermaek,  £5040 — in  all, 
£199,800. 

"  Of  the  bills  discounted  and  on  hand  £88,000  were  the 
acceptances  of  Hurst  and  Oo.,  and  as  these  and  many  of 
those  already  dishonoured  were  chiefly  in  the  hands  of 
bankers  who  appeared  at  present  to  owe  balances,  it  was 
to  he  apprehended  that  a  great  portion  of  these  balaaoes 
would  be  absorbeti  before  the  holders  obtained  full  pay- 
ment of  these  dishonoured  bills. 
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"  That  of  the  bills  on  hand  £4800  were  acceptaoces  of 
Hurst  and  Co.  and  many  of  the  others  already  known  to 
be  bad. 


AoceptanoH,  .  .  4e08,600 
Dim    to   baiikfln    and 

otliera  on  osab  ac- 

connta,  Ixmcla,  etc.,  .  6,800 
Dne  on  open  aooounta,  24,600 
Ballaatyii6  and  Co,  jJ^im 


£133,600 


Cash  on  huii), . 
BiBb  on  hand, . 
Due  by  bankers. 


Dueoi 


ranta, 


£1,600 
8,000 

17,000 
9,000 

20,000 

32,000 


Stock  valued  at 
Copjrighta, 

A.C.'apriTatepropertj,  11,000 
R.  C,'«  do.,  1,800 

Expended  on  works 

1,100 


£183,600  " 


My  father,  as  may  readily  be  supposed,  was  meanwhile 
sadly  depressed  in  spirits ;  for  although  the  prospects  of 
success  for  bis  new  undertaking,  the  MiBcellany,  were 
very  encouraging,  hia  bodily  health  was  unsatisfactory, 
and  he  was  closely  beset  by  troubles  of  various  kinds. 
Strength  gradually  declined,  and  though  bis  mind  re- 
mained active  as  ever,  it  was  evident  to  those  around 
him  that  the  end  was  not  far  distant.  Dropsical  sym- 
ptoms increased  in  vehemence,  his  appetite  fell  away, 
and  the  portly  man  became  wasted  and  feeble. 
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The  lut  day  of  my  fither'B  life— Qnotitions  ftom  Hr.  Lockbart — Retrospect 
of  my  lather'i  career— Letter  from  Blr  Jiuiiee  aibeon-Crsig  on  the  relt- 
tioni  between  Sir  Walter  Scott  aod  my  father— Ur.  Thomu  Tbonuoi 
on  Hr.  Lockhert's  "  Ufe  "—Letters  from  Darid  Conitable  to  his  brotha 
Henry — Ooncliuion. 

The  morning  of  the  21st  of  July  1827  was  apent  by  oie 
in  my  father's  aick-room.  His  inteieat  in  the  wel&re  of 
his  children  was  intense  and  unremitting ;  he  had  never 
spared  expense  in  promoting  our  education,  and  was  pain- 
fully anxious  when  any  one  of  us  suffered  from  illness 
that  threatened  serious  consequences;  but  it  was  only 
with  the  younger  members  of  his  family,  or  when  an  elder 
one  was  quite  alone  with  him,  that  on  ordinary  ocoasions 
he  allowed  the  deep  tenderness  of  his  feeling  to  find  ex- 
pression in  words.  I  well  remember  that  on  this  eventful 
day  to  him  and  to  all  of  us,  he  was  specially  tender,  and 
spoke  to  me  from  time  to  time  in  a  more  than  usoally 
loving  manner. 

It  happened  that  of  all  his  family,  on  the  morning  in 
question  I  was  the  only  one  at  home.  My  younger 
brothers  and  sister  had  gone  with  their  mother  to  sea- 
bathing quarters  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and 
my  elder  sisters  were  also  absent  from  Edinburgh-  My 
brothers  David  and  Henry  had  engaged  to  join  us  shortly 
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after  noon  for  an  early  dinner,  but  in  the  morning  my 
father  and  I  were  for  an  hoar  or  two  alone  together.  As 
t  sat  reading  near  a  window,  he  suddenly  called  me  to 
him,  and  seot  me  to  his  private  writing-table,  minutely 
directing  me  where  I  should  find  a  small  box,  which, 
when  I  brought  to  him,  he  opened  with  evident  emotion, 
and  took  out  a  bunch  of  withered  flowera.  "  These,"  he 
said  after  a  time,  "  are  flowers  I  gathered  at  PoltOD  for  my 
beloved  Catharine  the  morning  that  she  left  me ;  Mary 
has  told  me  that  she  had  them  beside  her  on  her  deathbed, 
and  now  they  lie  on  mine."  ^ 

After  a  time,  when  I  had  restored  them  to  the  drawex 
ttora  which  they  bad  been  taken,  my  father  called  me 
again  to  his  bedside,  and  taking  my  hand,  he  said,  "  Dear  . 
Tom,  I  leave  you  very  poor;  bad  it  pleased  God  to  spare 
my  life  for  a  few  years,  it  might  have  been  otherwise ; 
but  I  trust  that  at  least  you  will  find  the  name  you 
beat  no  disadvantage  to  you."*  He  spoke  tenderly  of 
rerjoining  lost  friends,  and  gave  me  many  wise  and  loving 
counsels. 

The  day  wore  on,  my  brothers  joined  us,  and  after  they 
and  I  had  dined  in  an  adjoining  room,  our  &ther,  who  had 
risen,  and  was  seated  in  an  easy  chair,  sent  for  David,  and 

*  After  a  Upw  of  nearly  fifty  yean  theae  flowera  are  attU  in  my 
poueaaion,  among  toauy  other  relic*  which  my  father  had  carefully 
preaerved  of  joys  and  torrowa  paat 

1  To  that  name  I  bare  owed  many  kind  and  chcnahed  fritnda ;  and 
it  waa  u  a  representative  of  Archibald  Conitahle  that  in  1839  Hftr 
Majtety  conferred  od  me  an  honour  highly  valaed.  I  allnde  to  ray 
appointment  as  Queen's  Printer,  oa  the  expiratioiT  of  the  Patent  of 
Sir  David  Hanter  Blair  and  Mn.  Tyndall  Bruce. 

VOU  TIL  2  ?  ' 
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had  been  converaing  with  him  for  some  time  on  subjects 
of  interest  to  both,  when  Henry  and  I  were  startled  by  a 
sound,  -rhich  once  heard  can  never  be  foi^otten. 

We  hastened  to  our  father's  room,  and  found  him  sap- 
ported  in  the  anns  of  his  eon,  with  his  head  drooping  on 
his  breasi  Henry  ran  at  once  for  medical  assistance, 
while,  sinking  on  my  knees,  I  looked  up  into  the  eyes 
which  to  the  last  were  fixed  on  mine.  The  summer  sun 
was  shining  brightly,  but  gloom  fell  suddenly  upon  my 
spirit,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  felt  myself  alone 
in  the  world.  My  father  had  been  far  more  to  me  than 
until  then  I  had  realized. 

In  the  sixth  volume  of  Mr.  Lockhart'a  Life  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,'  there  occurs  a  passage,  on  which,  should  it  need  a 
comment,  one  will  be  found  in  the  head  and  heart  of  those 
who  have  accompanied  me  thus  far  in  my  narration.  It 
is  somewhat  painful  to  me  even  to  quote  it,  and  it  must 
have  been  doubly  painful  to  my  father's  partner,  who 
did  all  he  thought  he  could  to  restrain  and  correct  state- 
ments of  the  biographer  on  this  and  similar  occaeions. 
The  passage  I  refer  to  is  as  follows  : — 


"  I  need  not  recapitnlste  the  histoiy  of  the  conDexion  between  these 
BtJlantyne  fintu  and  tiiat  of  Constable.  It  waa  traced  u  aocnntelf 
aa  my  means  permitted  in  the  preceding  chapteiB,  with  an  ey«  to  the 
catastrophe.  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  kindly  feelings  had  no  anudl 
share  in  indncing  Constable  to  nphold  the  credit  of  John  BaUantyne  and 
Company,  in  tliair  aereral  saccessive  stmgglea  to  avoid  the  expoenre 
of  bankruptcy.  He  waa,  with  pitiable  foibles  enough,  and  grievona 
faults,  a  man  of  warm,  and  tlierefoi'e,  I  hardly  doabt,  of  sympathizing 
temperameiit.     Vun  to  ezcesB,   prowl  at  the   tame   ^me,  haughty, 

'  Pp.  113.  lU. 
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WTogant,  premunptnoiiB,  deapotio — he  hul  itill,  perhApa,  a  beart^ 
PetBODB  who  knew  him  longer  uid  better  than  I  did,  aunre  rm  of 
their  convictaon  that,  in  apita  of  many  direct  profeaaional  hiudraacee 
«nd  thwarting^  the  offapring  (aa  he  viewed  matten]  partly  of  Tory 
jealonsj,  and  partljr  of  poetical  oftprice — he  had,  eren  at  an  early 
prriod  of  hit  life,  forTned.a  genoine  aflecticm  for  Soott'a  peraoo,  aa  well 
aa  a  moat  profound  recerstion  for  hia  geaios.  I  think  it  very  posaible 
that  he  began  hi«  a«aiattuiue  of  the  Ballantyne  onmpanies  mainly  under 
thia  generooB  influence — and  I  alio  believe  that  he  had,  in  different 
waya,  a  friendly  leaning  in  favour  of  both  Jamea  and  John  themaelvea. 
But  wluoi.be,  in  hia  oTcrweening  aelf-auffideuoy,  thooght  it  involved 
no  mighty  hazard  to  indnlge  hia  better  feelings,  aa  well  aa  hia  lordly 
vani^,  in  ■TiiaMing  thete  frienda  from  conuneroial  diihonoar,  be  had 
Mtimated  but  loosely  the  demanda  of  the  career  of  apecnlatiou  on  vrhich 
he  vaa  himaelf  entering.  And  by  and  by,  when,  advancing  by  one 
mighty  plnnge  after  another  in  that  vast  field,  he  felt  in  hia  own  per- 
son the  threateninga  of  more  signal  min  tfaan  conid  have  befallen  them, 
thia  'Napoleon  of  the  pre**' — atill  aa  of  old  baoyed  up  to  the  ultimate 
result  of  hia  grand  operationa  by  the  moat  fnliome  flatteriea  of  imagi- 
nation—appears  to  have  tossed  aside  very  summarily  all  Bcmples  about 
the  extent  to  which  he  might  be  entitled  to  tax  their  anitaining  credit 
in  reqoitaL  The  Ballantynea,  if  they  had  comprehended  all  the  bear- 
ings of  the  case,  were  not  the  men  to  eoosider  grudgingly  the  demands 
of  thia  nature,  founded  on  aervioe  so  important ;  and  who  can  doubt 
that  Scott  viewed  them  from  a  chivalrous  altitude!  It  ia  easy  to  see, 
that  the  moment  the  obligationa  became  reciprocal,  there  aioae  extreme 
peril  of  their  coming  to  be  hopelessly  complicated.  It  is  equally  clear, 
that  he  ought  to  have  applied  on  theae  affaire,  aa  their  complication 
thickened,  the  acumen  which  he  exerted,  and  rather  prided  himself 
in  exerting,  on  smaller  points  of  worldly  business,  to  the  utmost.  That 
he  did  not,  I  must  always  regard  as  the  enigma  of  his  personal  history ; 
bat  varioui  incidents  in  that  histoty,  which  I  have  already  narrated, 
prove  iuconteatablf  that  he  hod  never  done  so ;  and  I  am  unable  to 
aooonnt  for  this  having  been  the  case,  except  on  the  supposition  that 
hia  confidence  in  the  reaourcaa  of  ConataUa  and  the  pmdence  of  James 
Ballantyne  was  so  entire,  that  he  willingly  absolved  himaelf  from  all 
duty  of  active  and  thorough-going  snperinspection." 

>  Such  in  the  potthmaoiu  Mtimation  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  biographer 
waa  tlie  man  whose  character  we  have  seen  reflected  in  the  mirror  of 
his  active  and  not  useless  life.  Will  any  reader  refuse  to  give  roy 
father  the  benetit  of  Mr.  Lvckhart's  generous  admission  T 
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The  account  given  by  Mr.  Lockliart  of  the  bill  transac- 
tions between  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Messrs.  Constable  imd 
Company  is  so  abaard,  and  tbeii  origin  and  end  are  so 
clearly  stated  in  a  letter  lirom  Sir  James  Gibson-Ciaig, 
which  I  shall  presently  quot«,  that  it  requires  no  further 
refutatioQ.  It  is,  besides,  repudiated  by  the  Messrs. 
Ballantyne  themselves.^     Mr.  Lockhart  says  : — 

"He  could  never  h&ve  foTeeeen  a  step  whicb  Conntable  loolt  in  the 
frenzied,  excitement  of  hia  il*7  of  pecuniuy  aUrm.  Owing  to  the 
original  habitual  imgul&ritieB  of  John  BaUantjue,  it  had  been  adopted 
aa  the  regular  plan  between  that  peraon  and  Cuustable,  that,  when- 
ever the  latter  signed  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  the  other's  railing 
money  among  the  bankers,  there  ihonld,  in  case  of  his  neglecting  to 
take  that  bill  up  before  it  fell  due,  be  deposited  a  counter-bill,  signed 
bj  Ballaotyne,  on  which  Constable  might,  if  need  were,  raise  a  sam 
equivalent  to  that  for  which  he  had  pledged  his  crediL  I  am  told 
that  this  is  an  usual  enough  course  of  procednre  among  specnlative 
merchants  ;  and  it  may  be  so.  But  mark  the  issue.  The  plan  went 
on  nnder  James's  management,  just  as  John  had  b^nn  it.  Under  his 
management  also— «Dch  was  the  incredible  looseness  of  it — the  counfor- 
biilt,  meant  only  for  being  sent  into  the  market  in  the  event  of  the 
primary  bilit  being  threatened  with  dishonour — theae  instnunents  of 
safeguard  for  Constable  against  contdugenb  danger  were  allowed  to  lie 
uninqnired  about  in  Constable's  desk,  until  tbej  had  swelled  to  a  tmly 
moQstrons  'sheaf  of  stamps.'  Constable's  hour  of  distress  darkened 
about  him,  and  he  rushed  with  these  to  the  money-chaogerB.  Th^ 
were  nearly  all  flnng  into  drcnlation  in  the  coorse  of  this  maddening 
period  of  panic.  And  by  tiiis  one  circumstance  it  came  to  pass^  tha^ 
supposing  Ballantyne  and  Co,  to  have,  at  the  day  of  reckoning,  obliga- 
tions against  them,  in  conseqoenoe  of  bill  transactions  with  ConstaUe, 
to  the  extent  of  £25,000,  they  were  legally  responsible  for  £50,000."* 

So  long  as  my  father  still  lived,  no  discreditable  im- 

>  See  "  Reply  to  Mr.  Lockhart's  pamphlet,  entitled  The  Ballantyne 

Humbug  handled,"  p.  123. 

»  Sea  Life,  vuL  vL  fp-  117,  1 18. 
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patatioa  vas  ventured  on — at  least  published— either  by 
Mr.  Lockhait  or  any  one  else.  It  was  not  until  death  had 
sealed  hia  lips,  and  a  sad  visitation  of  temporary  Insanity 
(induced  by  the  dieastrous  circumstances  consequent  on 
the  failure  of  Constable  and  Company)  had  been  presumed 
to  silence  the  only  member  of  my  father's  family  suffi- 
ciently cognisant  of  past  events  to  come  forward  for  their 
refutation ;  it  was  not  until  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself  had 
passed  away,  that  the  flood  of  calumny  was  poured  forth, 
which  has  been  allowed  to  flow  almost  unchecked  until 
the  present  day. 

I  well  remember  the  satisfaction  with  which  Mr.  Oadell 
read  to  me,  in  1337,  the  passage,  in  which  my  father  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  LocUiart  to  his  readers/  in  comparison 
with,  or  rather  in  contrast  to,  the  Messrs.  Ballantyne ; 
and  I  have  not  foi^otten  that  my  own  feelings  of  satis- 
&ctiou  were  diminished  rather  than  heightened  by  the 
disparagement  At  that  stage  of  his  undertaking  the 
biographer  conceived  that  it  would  be  sufllcient  for  his 
distingmshed  subject  that  James  and  John  Ballantyne 
should  be  represented  as  unprincipled  adventurers,  in 
order  to  account  for  the  pecuniaiy  troubles  and  eventual 
ruin  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  but  as  time  drew  on  he  found  it 
necessary  also  to  sacrifice  Messrs.  Constable  and  Com- 
pany. 

We  have  seen  that,  until  1811, — when  the  difficulties 

of  Ballantyne  and  Co.,  and  the  private  necessities  of  Sir 

Walter  Scott  for  the  purchase  of  land,  led  to  an  unholy 

alliance  that  soon  resulted  in  a  series  of  bills  and  counter- 

>  Sm  Life,  ToL  iL  ^p.  198-200. 
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bills,  which  eventually  nilQed  all  coucemed, — my  Ethel's 
commercial  career  had  been  one  of  unbroken  and  perhaps 
unparalleled  success.  At  the  age  of  foorteen  years  he  had 
left  home  to  be  apprenticed  to  an  Edinburgh  bookseller ; 
seven  years  later  he  was  a  married  man,  in  businesa  on 
his  own  account,  and  had  established  personal  relations 
with  many  of  the  most  distinguished  scholars  and  book- 
collectors  of  the  period.  In  1802  he  was  selected  by  Mr. 
Sydney  Smith,  Mr.  Jeffrey,  and  the  other  projectors  of  the 
Edinburgh  Keview,  as  the  most  suitable  publisher  of  that 
Journal,  and,  in  the  following  year,  he  attracted  as  a 
partner  Mr.  Alexander  Gibson  Hunter,  who,  after  seven 
years,  retired  from  the  young  concern  with  an  addition  to 
his  fortune  of  £21,000.' 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Lockbait  tells  us*  that  my  &tber 
overpaid  "  Mr.  Hunter  md  of  the  concern  at  the  Cross, 
to  the  tune  of  some  £10,000  or  £12,000— a  blow  from 
which  the  firm  never  recovered."  This  may  be  so,  but 
it  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Cadell  joining  it  immediately 
afterwards,  nor  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Eobert  Cathcait, 
stepping  into  Air.  Hunter's  place,  and  making  good  the 
capital  which  that  gentleman  had  withdrawn.  A  serious 
calamity,  however,  was  at  hand,  by  the  death  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  of  Mr,  Cathcart,  when  the  surviving  partners 
were  left  to  carry  on,  without  his  prudent  counsels,  and 
with  greatly  diminished  resources,  a  rapidly-increasing 


Severe  as  was  this  blow,  and  crippling  as  the  necessity 
must  have  been,  to  repay  within  a  limited  period  the 
>  3«e  antt,  vol  L  p.  160.  *  See  life,  voL  vi.  p.  176. 
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capital  advanced  by  Mr.  Cathcait,  there  is  no  reaaon  to 
doubt,  that  with  my  father's  snccessfol  enterprise,  and  the 
cautions  management  of  Mr.  Cadell,  the  concern  would 
ere  long  have  reached  a  secure  foundation,  but  for  the 
opportunity  of  alliance — too  tempting  to  be  resisted — 
with  the  most  successful  and  prolific  author  of  tiiat,  or 
indeed  of  any  day. 

We  have  seen  that  in  the  year  1814,  the  accommoda- 
tion which,  before  the  rupture  in  1808,  had  been  to  a 
limited  amount  afforded  by  my  father's  firm  to  Ballantyne 
and  Company,  was  lai^ely  increased  and  rapidly  extend- 
ing. 

The  late  Sir  James  Gibson-Craig,  the  steadiest  and  best 
friend  my  father  ever  had,  who  waa  consulted  by  him  in 
every  critical  emei^ency  of  his  life,  had  often  told  me 
that  if  I  ever  desired  authentic  testimony  with  reference 
to  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  fatal  system  that  led  to 
my  father's  ruin  and  that  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  I  ni%ht 
apply  to  him.  Feeling  that  an  occasion  like  the  present 
might  one  day  arise,  when  the  testimony  of  a  witness  at 
once  so  competent  and  so  thoroughly  informed  might  be 
invaluable,  I  req^uested  Sir  James  in  the  following  letter 
to  give  me  a  written  statement,  which  he  kindly  did  : — 

THOMA.S  Constable  to  Sir  James  Oibsok-Craig. 

"EDtroDKOH,  XI  Thmtl*  St.,  Nov.  24tt,  1848. 

"  My  dear  Sib  James, — If  not  giving  yourself  too  much 
trouble,  you  would  confer  a  great  obligation  on  me  by 
stating  in  writing  your  recollection  of  the  origin  of  the 
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system  of  accommodation-bills  which  proved  so  disas- 
trous to  my  father  and  Sir  Walter  Scott 

"  Circumstances  may  arise  years  hence  which  may 
render  it  not  only  desirable  hat  expedient  to  rescue  my 
father's  memoiy  ttom  the  imputations  laid  on  it  by  Mr. 
Lockhatt,  and  yoar  testimony  on  the  subject  above  alluded 
to  would  be  aU-important 

"  Youi  own  kindness  and  my  natural  anxiety  for  the 
reputation  of  my  father  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  in 
this  matter. — I  am.  etc.,  Thomab  Constablb." 

Snt  Jaubs  Gibsoh-Cbaig  to  T.  Constable. 

"RiocARTOH,  26th  yoe.  1848. 

"  Mt  deae  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, I  beg  to  state  that  I  remember  perftetly  your  father 
showing  me  a  letter  &om  Sir  Walter  Scott,  written  in 
great  distress,  informing  him  that  his  affairs  were  in  such 
a  state  tiiat  he  must  call  a  meeting  c^f  his  cteditors,  and 
requesting  your  father  to  do  so. 

"  After  consultii^  with  me,  your  father  wrote  Sir  Walter 
that  he  hoped  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  call  a  meeting, 
and  that  if  he  woold  come  to  Edinburgh  he  thought  he 
could  devise  means  for  avoiding  so  disagreeable  a  measure. 

"  Sir  Walter  came,  and  by  your  father's  advice  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Duke  of  Bucclench  to  assist  him  in  raising 
money  by  annuity,  which  he  did  to  the  amount,  I  think, 
of  £4000. 

"  Your  father  proposed  that  Sir  Walter  should  engage 
to  write  works  for  the  press,  on  the  foith  of  which  your 
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father  agreed  to  give  him  bills  to  a  very  considerable 
extent,  and  he  accordingly  did  so. 

"I- believe  thia  «ras  the  first  transaction  in  bills  Sir 
Walter  and  your  father  had.  These  transactioQB  after- 
wards gradually  extended  to  a  large  amount,  and  it  became 
their  practice  that  Constable  and  Co.  should  give  bills  to 
Sir  Walter,  which  he  discounted ;  and  as  a  counter  security, 
Sir  Walter  gave  similar  sums  to  the  company,  of  which 
the  company  made  no  use. 

"After  this  had  gone  oa  for  some  time,  your  fathw 
became  very  uneasy,  and  wished  to  put  an  end  to  the 
dai^rous  system  in  which  he  had  embarked;  and  he 
told  me  that  he  had  gone  to  Sir  Walter,  taking  with  him 
all  the  bills  he  had  received,  and  proposed  to  Sir  Walter 
to  give  up  these  bills,  on  condition  of  Sir  Walter  returning 
those  Constable  and  Co.  had  given  him. 

"  Sir  Walter  said  he  could  not  possibly  do  so ;  on  which 
your  father  told  that  in  that  case  he  could  not  meet  the 
engagements  for  Sir  Walter  without  discountii^  the  hills 
granted  hy  him.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  led  to 
discounting  to  an  inunense  amount,  a  double  set  of  bills, 
which  could  not  fail  to  produce,  and  did  actually  pro- 
duce, the  ruin  of  both  parties 

"  My  dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

"  J.  G.-Cbaig." 

Thoroughly  cognisant  as  Sir  James  had  been  of  the  re* 
lations  of  Sir  Walter  and  my  father,  his  testimony  is  most 
valuable,  and  its  value  is  increased  by  the  fact  that  he 
generously  befriended  both  when  the  crisis  of  1826  had 
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rendered  them  insolveut,  for  he  was  one  of  those  who  aided 
my  father  in  latmcMng  the  "  Miscellany,"  and  although 
he  refused  to  become  a  member  of  a  committee  in  London 
for  raising  a  monument  to  Sir  Walt«r  Scott,  because  the 
advertisement  they  had  issued  contained  assertions  vhich 
he  knew  to  be  false,  and  which  he  considered  injurious  to 
my  father's  memory,  he  was  one  of  the  most  eneigetic 
promoters  of  a  subscription  in  Edinburgh  for  a  similar 
purpose,  and  it  was  on  the  motion  of  Sir  James  Gibson- 
Craig  that  the  creditors  of  Sir  Walter  made  him  a  pre- 
sent of  all  his  furniture,  plate,  books,  and  curiosities,  and 
remitted  nearly  £30,000  of  in^eit,  which  might  l^ally 
have  been  exacted. 

In  the  year  1832,  immediately  after  the  death  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  Sir  James  had  written  in  the  same  terms  as 
he  did  to  myself,  but  still  more  fully,  in  reply  to  a  dis- 
tinguished literary  personage,  whose  anxiety  had  been 
painfully  aroused  for  the  reputation  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
and  in  that  letter  he  declared  that  Sir  Walter  had  always 
the  manliness  to  acknowledge  that  the  loss  sustained  fay 
his  liability  for  the  double  set  of  bills  had  originated  in  a 
desire  on  my  father's  part  to  do  him  servica^ 

I  In  A  letter  to  WiUiam  Ludbw,  d«t«d  16th  Deoember  1S25,  Sir 
Walter  vritea — "  The  oonfosion  of  1S14  it  •  jok«  to  this,  .  .  .  bat  it 
uiaea  out  of  the  nature  of  the  ume  ooimexioQ  which  girea,  and  baa 
given  me,  a  forttme,  and  therefoie  I  am  not  entitled  to  gromble." 
Beferring  to  an  offer  by  the  Dake  of  Somenet  and  Another  Engliab 
nobleman  to  advance  £30,000  each,  for  Sir  Walter  Soott'a  immediate 
(ue,  and  to  the  grand  propoaal  of  the  joung  Duke  of  Bnccleuch,  to 
take  the  whole  Ioh  on  himself,  and  to  pay  the  intereal  of  the  debt 
until  he  ahonld  come  of  age,  William  Laidlaw  himself  gives  nttenoee 
to  a  anggeitioa  for  which  I  shall  ever  oordially  bless  his  memor; ; — 
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Abiiudaiit  teetimony  might  have  been  cited  in  corro- 
boration of  this  view,  but  there  are  now  few  living  wit- 
nesses of  the  transactions  of  that  distant  period,  and  I  un- 
happily neglected,  while  I  might  have  done  so,  to  secare 
a  written  record  of  the  opinions  of  snch  persons  ae  Alex- 
ander Cowan  and  Alexander  Goodsir,  who  were  cognisant 
of  all  One  valuable  letter  I  possess,  and  shall  now  quote, 
iioni  a  personal  and  highly  valued  Mend  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  my  father 
from  the  beginning  till  the  close  of  his  career.  The  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Thomson,  who  was  the  friend  of  both,  and 
continued  to  be  in  daily  A^ociation  with  Sir  Walter  for 
years  after  my  father  had  passed  away,  is  too  important 
to  be  omitted  her&  The  letter  I  shall  give  was  written 
after  Mr.  Lockbart  had  aroused  the  indignation  of  my 
lather's  friends,  and  aggravated  the  malady  under  which 
my  elder  brother  was  suffering  at  the  time,  by  the 
calumnies  he  had  published  with  regard  to  him. 

The  kind  intention  of  Mr.  Thomson's  letter  was  to 
soothe  my  brothel's  mind,  and  indued  him  to  postpone  a 
refutation,  until,  by  collection  and  consideration  of  his 
evidence,  he  could  effectually  silence  the  traducer,  and 
correct  public  judgment  on  the  matter : — 

Me.  Thomas  Thomson  to  David  Constable. 

"  QK0RI3X  Street,  Feb.  16,  1838. 
"  My  dear  Constable, — I  believe  you  may  rest  assured 

"  Aput  from  all  this,  CMinot  they  tet  up  ConBbible  kgun !  Be  hu 
likewiM  beea  «  re»I  beuetaotor  to  Jiis  country,— and  then  Sir  Walter 
would  of  conrie  be  relieved," — Abbottford  NoUmda,  Edinburgh,  1871- 
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that  tlie  publication  of  certain  pctssagea  in  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  which  yonr 
father  was  epoken  of,  produced  on  all  his  old  friends  and 
yours  a  feeling  of  deep  displeasure  and  disgust.  With  sU 
your  feelings  on  such  an  occasion  I  can  fully  sympathize  ; 
and  even  for  their  excess,  if  any,  I  could  make  large 
allowance.  I  have  thought,  again  and  again,  how  such 
offensive  and  unwarrantable  statements  could  be  most 
effectually  met,  not  merely  for  the  gratification  of  our 
present  feelings,  but  for  the  justification  of  him  who  can 
no  longer  come  forth  in  his  might  for  his  own  vindication. 
That  such  statements  are  to  a  certain  extent  aetionaUe 
danders,  I  have  little  doubt;  but  I  should  feel  littJe 
inclination  to  confide  the  honour  of  a  friend  or  a  parent 
to  the  judgment  or  fine  feelings  of  a  Scotch  jury ;  and,  at 
any  rate,  I  am  afraid  that  the  recriminative  tone  of  your 
'Letters'  would  be  employed  as  a  bar  (not  a  complete 
one  certainly)  in  the  way  of  a  satisfactory  verdict  for 
damages. 

"  To  my  own  mind,  certainly,  a  much  more  satisfactory 
and  dignified  course  would  be  to  pablisb  a  counter-state- 
ment of  facts,  in  a  firm  tone,  supported  by  such  documents 
in  your  possession  as  would  tend  to  show  that  your  father 
was  dragged  on  to  his  ruin,  not  by  his  own  impetuous 
and  speculative  genius,  so  much  as  by  the  overbearing 
appetency  of  others  for  the  means  of  meeting  and  sustfdn- 
ing  an  extravagant  system  of  expenditure.  I  do  not 
know  how  far  you  ai-e  provided  with  original  and  nsefrd 
materials  for  such  a  purpose ;  but  such  assuredly  is  the 
line  of  de/etmve  (iterations,  which  I  consider  aa  the  most 
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satisfactory,  most  gracefal  and  becommg.    I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  what  you  think  of  it 

"  Your  letters  show  me  that  you  are  in  full  vigour  of 
mind,  aud  by  your  own  account  the  genial  air  and  rustic 
cmnTie  of  Ladykirk  have  been  well  suited  to  youi'  taste 
and  constitution.  I  trust  you  will  husband  your  resources 
for  good  aud  effective  uses,  and  not  waste  them  in  un- 
availing and  unproductive  exertions.  Without  a  johe, 
don't  give  way  to  your  just  and  natural  feelings  of  indig- 
nation to  the  injury  or  impediment  of  a  more  lasting  and 
laudable  vengeance. — I  ever  am,  my  dear  Constable,  affec- 
tionately yours,  Thomas  Thoubon." 

Had  my  brother  ever  felt  himself  sufficiently  strong  in 
mental  health  to  undertake  the  task  and  fulfil  the  duty 
that  has  unhappily  fallen  to  me,  the  honour  of  our  father 
would  not  perhaps  have  been  more  completely  cleared,  but 
his  case  would  have  been  eloquently  stated,  and  that  by 
one  who,  being  only  by  twenly-one  years  his  junior,  may 
be  said  to  have  lived  at  bis  father's  side  through  all  the 
events  narrated. 

In  the  year  1838,  when  the  first  paro^qTsm  of  indigna- 
tion had  subsided,  which  Mr.  Lockhart's  statements  had 
induced,  and  the  first  Refutation  by  the  representatives  of 
Mr.  Ballantyne  had  appeared,  David  wrote  the  following' 
letters  to  his  brother  Henry,  then  en  route  to  China. 
Their  tone  is  so  temperate,  and  the  view  they  give  of  our 
father's  relations  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  appears  so  true  and 
j\i8t,  that  I  feel  I  cannot  more  fitly  conclude  my  sad  narra- 
tion than  by  quoting  them  entire : — 


byGoogle 


4S8  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

"L&DTKiSK,  Tarboltoh,  Oa.  2S,  ISSS. 

"  My  dear  Henry, — I  have  read  the  Eefiitation  on  the 
part  of  the  Messrs.  BaUantTiie  whioh  you  put  into  my 
hand  while  here.  There  waa  no  occasion  for  the  caution 
with  which  you  accompauied  it.  This  production  cer- 
tainly throws  a  very  different  light  over  that  important 
feature  of  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  which  arises  from 
his  connexioD  with  the  bookselling  and  printing  concerns 
of  Ballantyne  and  Ca,  from  that  which  has  fallen  upon  it 
ftam  the  pen  of  his  biographer. 

"  Our  father  used  often  and  deeply  to  regret  that  Sir 
Walter  shoold  ever  have  embarked  himself  in  bookselling 
and  printing  transactions  so  extensively  as  he  did.  This 
sentiment  I  firmly  believe  he  entertained,  without  any 
feeling  of  a  purely  selfish  nature,  as  being  a  bookseller 
himself,  or  from  any  unreasonable  personal  dislike  towards 
either  of  the  Messrs.  Ballantyne,  but  rather  (all  things 
considered)  the  reverse.  He  saw  plainly  enough  that  it 
would  have  been  more  for  Sir  Walter's  interest  as  well  as 
comfort,  and  for  other  considerations,  that  he  should  be 
unembarrassed  by  the  common  anxieties  or  even  possible 
failure  of  mercantile  speculation.  His  esteem  and  pei'sonal 
regard  for  Sir  Walter,  both  as  a  private  friend  and  as  one 
of  those  illustrious  spirits  who  are  to  shed  a  lustre  over 
the  land  where  the  providence  of  Heaven  ordained  them 
first  to  see  the  light,  always  did  appear  to  me  to  be  in> 
dulged  almost  to  the  vei^  of  idolatry.  This  admiration, 
or  whatever  you  choose  to  call  it,  was  carried  to  such  an 
extent  with  regard  to  Sir  Walter,  that,  had  our  lather's 
fortune  admitted  it,  I  do  not  think  that  either  you  or  my- 
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self,  or  those  of  his  friends  who  knew  him  hest,  such  as 
Mr.  Thomson  or  Sir  James  Gibson-Craig,  could  have  alto- 
gether anticipated  the  extent  to  which  he  would  have  gone 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  My  own  opinion  is,  that 
he  would  only  have  been  limited  hy  the  certainty  of  his 
endangering  his  own  credit  to  such  an  extent  aa  to  have 
mined  himself  and  those  who  were  connected  with  him — 
which  would  have  heen  doing  Sir  Walter  no  real  service, 
for  he  was  well  aware  that  on  the  stability  of  his  own 
fortunes  those  of  Sir  Walter  depended  in  no  ordinary 
degree.  That  this  was  really  his  view  is  sufficiently 
apparent  from  the  correspondence  in  my  possession  rela- 
tive to  the  measures  be  sn^ested  for  extricating  the  con- 
cern of  Messrs.  Ballantyne  from  its  difficulties  in  the  year 
1813 — when,  by  relieving  that  concern  of  its  heavy  stock, 
and  by  other  measures  which  he  aided  and  suggested  for 
the  extension  of  their  general  credit,  he  prevented,  for  that 
time  at  least,  the  insolvency  of  their  establishment.  There 
are,  perhaps,  some  less  generous  natures  who  would  or 
might  insinuate  that  this  also  was  done  from  interested 
motives ;  to  such  it  may  be  enough  to  observe,  that  the 
publisher  of  Sir  Walter  had  sofficient  resources  in  his  own 
mind  to  have  made  his  way  successfully  in  the  world  as  a 
bookseller,  even  had  he  never  known  Sir  Walter  Scott.' 

*  "  A  num  nujr  Imre  a  conpeteiit  bead  for  arithmetic,  and  be  able  to 
cklcnlate  th«  rasulta  of  gtacd  and  complicated  tntiuactionB  with  a 
certainty  atteited  bj  anTarying  expeneoce ;  yet  if  he  neglect  the 
aelfiih  applicatioa  of  its  mies  in  t^be  careful  appropriation  of  what  we 
may  call  vnlgar  fractions,  and  is  habitually  willing  to  allow  all  con- 
oerned  in  hi*  enterpriaes  to  partidpate  in  the  snooew  of  bii  apecnl*- 
tions,  the  men  of  thig  world  are  so  ignorsnt  of  generoiu  reciprocity. 
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"  Id  the  very  important  consideratioD  how  iar  the  finn 
of  Messrs.  Conetable  and  Co.  ought  to  have  gone,  in  reference 
to  their  pecuniary  engagements  on  accooat  of  Sir  Walter, 
there  is  another  very  essential  feature  to  be  kept  in  view. 
Sir  Walter's  power  of  imaginatioo  both  as  a  poet  and  a 
novelist,  his  rapidity  of  composition,  and  the  &lt(^ether 
unparalleled  success  of  his  writings  as  a  favoniite  with  the 
public,  were  elements  which  went  beyond  all  the  ordinary 
limits  of  commercial  calculation  in  such  matters.  My 
father,  sanguine  though  he  was,  knew  that  there  must  be 
limits  to  this  faculty  of  the  mind  as  well  as  to  all  power 
which  is  enclosed  only  for  a  season  within  the  fragile  clay 
of  mortality ;  and  it  consists  with  my  knowledge,  that  in 
the  year  1823  he  viewed,  not  by  any  means  with  alarm, 
but  with  anxiety  on  Sir  Walter  Scotts  aceount,  the  then 
state  of  the  money  transactions  of  his  house  with  Ballau- 
tyne  and  Ca  It  was  with  these  views  that  he  wrote  to  Sir 
Walter,  cautioning  him  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  those 
pecuniary  engagements  in  which  he  was  involving  himself 
and  the  state  both  of  our  father's  health  at  the  time, 
as  well  as  Sii  Walter's  own  health,  made  his  publisher 

tliat  be  i*  Dot  nnfreqaentlr  the  only  one  who  faib  at  Ust  to  benefit  hj 
the  remit  of  even  hii  moat  aucuesaful  nnderttUdnga.  Ota  fother 
wan  certainly  oat  an  avariaioDB  oi  covetoua  p«raoD ;  oa  tbe  contrMy, 
he  WW  by  nature  boDeTolent,  generons,  liberal,  Bangnine — and  hit 
errors,  if,  humanly  ipeaking,  they  were  errora,  flowed  from  thoae 
higher  qnalitiet  of  our  nature.  Thongh  pastionate  and  irritable,  if 
any  one  who  nnderatood  hia  nature  had  jiatted  him  geAtly  on  the 
ahoalder  and  aaid,  "Dear  me,  Archy,  what  ia  all  this  about?"  or 
"  Wb*t  ii  the  matter  t "  yon  would  aee  the  usual  kind  and  benignant 
smile,  which  I  used  to  delight  to  oontemplate,  return  in  an  initant 
In  his  family  be  wae  affectionate  and  kind,  bnt  always  maintained  hii 
aQpremaoy." 
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lOon  than  usually  anxious  to  see  the  literary  ei^agemente 
vhich  he  had  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Constable  and  Co. 
during  oiu:  father's  residence  in  England,  put,  if  possible, 
on  such  a  footing  as  might  at  least  secure  Sir  Walter 
against  complication  of  acconnts,  and  such  fluctuation  in 
the  state  of  ciedit  and  mercantile  speculation,  as  might 
involve  him  in  difficulties  from  which  he  might  not  be 
easily  extricated. 

"  The  correspondence  to  which  I  allude  took  place  during 
the  months  of  August  and  September  1823,  while  residing 
daring  the  summer  at  Uatton.  In  a  letter  dated  from 
thence,  'Angnst  8,  1823,'  which  appears  to  have  been  of  a 
private  and  confidential  nature,  and  addressed  by  himself 
to  Sir  Walter,  there  is  the  following  passage : '  On  looking 
into  the  state  of  the  dealings  of  my  house  with  James 
Ballantyne  and  Co.,  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  they 
might  be  placed  on  a  more  manageable  and  less  expensive 
fboting,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  money  transactions, 
of  the  magnitude  of  which  I  have  only  just  now  become 
fidly  awara'  And  accordingly  it  appears  from  other  letters 
that  arrangements  had  then  been  made  in  consequence 
of  this  suggestion,  and  in  concurrence  with  Mr.  Bobert 
-  Cadell  and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  for  reducing  these  trans- 
actions, as  appears  from  the  copies  of  other  letters,  and 
various  memoranda,  dnrii^  these  months  of  August  and 


"  Such  a  crisis  in  money  transactions,  as  seemed  at  this 
time  to  have  been  provided  against  by  the  measures  then 
adopted,  did  afterwards  occur  in  the  extraordinary  panic 
of  1826  ;  inducing  not  onl^  our  fether's  ruin,  bat  nearly 

VOL  in.  .    2  G 
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involving  the  nation  itself  in  extreme  danger.  From 
the  rage  for  wild  speculation  which  prevailed  so  exten- 
sively at  this  disastrous  period,  and  which  seduced  many 
men,  considered  as  of  sober  and  regular  habits  of  busi- 
ness, to  venture  out  of  the  line  of  their  own  concerns, 
and  speculate  in  the  various  joint-stock  companies  which 
were  then  fonned,  our  fother  stood  entirely  aloof;  and 
although  I  well  remember  he  was  solicited  to  join  some 
of  the  more  reasonable  and  solid,  which  held  out  the 
prospect  of  immediate  profit,  yet  he  declined  all  such 
proposals,  and  confined  himself  to  his  own  business, 
which  he  certainly  understood.  In  none  of  them  there- 
fore was  he  engaged  This  proper  caution  did  not  save 
Aim,  however,  from  the  ruin  which  a  wide-spreading  in- 
solvency at  that  time  produced.  But,  had  such  a  state 
of  things  not  occurred,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  maintain- 
ing, that  all  the  important  publications  in  which  he  was 
ei^aged  as  the  leading  and  responsible  party,  would  have 
fulfilled  the  engagements  which  arose  out  of  them,  and 
have  fully  realized  his  reasonable  expectation  of  profit 
and  success  in  the  end. 

"  In  proof  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  appeal  to  the 
profits  which,  since  the  year  1826,  have  been  and  are  still 
realizing  out  of  them — and  thai  on  the  modes  and  plans 
as  well  as  the  minor  details  of  publication,  which  were 
either  originally  conceived,  practised,  su^ested,  or  in- 
tended by  the  original  proprietor  and  publisher ;  and 
where  these  plans  have  not  been  strictly  followed,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  they  have  only  been 
less  successful  on  that  account ;  and  that  they  would 
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have  been  greatly  more  productive  than  they  have  actually 
been,  as  well  as  more  extensively  nseful  to  the  public,  had 
his  views  been  more  rigidly  adhered  to,  both  in  the  form 
and  manner  of  publication.  The  Encyclopffidia  Britannica, 
edited  by  Professor  Napier,  and  the  writings  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott  alone,  will  snfficienti;  bear  out  these  propositions, 
and  prove,  I  think,  that  the  former  proprietor  took  no 
overstrained  or  overweening  view  of  these  valuable  copy- 
r^hts. 

"  I  cannot  instance  to  yon  Ms  quick  perception  of  the 
value  and  profitable  improvement  or  cultivation  (if  I  may 
use  the  expression)  of  this  sort  of  property  better  than 
by  an  exampl&  While  attending  my  father  at  Clapham, 
at  the  time  when  he  left  Clenniston  and  bad  gone  to 
England  to  try  what  change  of  air  and  scene  and  medical 
advice  would  do  for  the  improvement  of  his  health, — 
some  discoasion  and  correspondence  with  his  partner  had 
taken  place,  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the  copyrights 
belonging  to  his  house.  It  was  alleged  that  he  took  a 
too  sanguine  view,  which  some  might  term  overweening, 
of  their  value.  It  certainly  did  appear  to  me  that  they 
were  greatly  undervalued  in  the  estimate  which  hia  part- 
ner seemed  to  have  formed  of  their  real  worth.  At  the 
B%me  time,  it  was  possible  that  my  father  might  have 
formed  too  sanguine  views,  and  overvalued  them.  I  stated 
my  thoiights  to  him  to  that  effect  '  Why,  sir,'  said  he, 
'  I  will  show  you  how  as  much  money  may  be  made  out 
of  one  tiansaction,  with  regard  to  Scott's  poetry  and  the 
novels  and  tales,  as  the  entire  eopyright  of  these  works  is 
valued  at  in  Mr.  Cadell's  ^timate ;'  and  accordingly  he 
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did  so.  His  estimates  of  the  expense  of  paper  and  print- 
ing, and  plans  as  to  the  size,  form,  and  manner  of  pablica- 
tioQ,  vers  commnDicated  to  Mr.Bobiiison,  of  the  firm  of 
Hurst,  Robinson,  and  Co.,  and  in  a  few  days  the  contract 
signed,  and  the  transaction  concluded.  The  bills  were 
sent  down  to  Edinburgh  before  my  father  left  Clapham, 
and  must  have  realized  gradually,  in  the  course  of  three 
years,  a  profit  in  cash  (leaTing  the  copyright  entiTe)  of 
upwards  of  £10,000  to  the  concern.  After  thia  I  was 
certainly  inclined,  as  you  may  suppose,  rather  to  rely 
with  still  more  implicit  confidence  on  our  father's  opinion 
on  such  matters,  than  on  those  of  others  who  might  be 
more  cautious,  hut  were  certainly  less  skilful,  in  estimat- 
ing their  true  valua 

"  That  our  father's  life  was  a  career  of  unwearied  in- 
dustry and  exertion  in  the  vocation  which  was  allotted  to 
him,  and  in  its  progress  and  general  results  more  beneficial 
to  those  who  were  connected  with  him  in  literary  under- 
takings or  business  transactions,  or  to  those  among  whom 
he  hved,  than  productive  of  advantage  to  himself  or  to 
his  family,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  It  was  not  perhaps 
to  be  expected  that  the  capitalists  of  London  or  Edinburgh 
should  be  as  skilful  in  their  knowledge  of  the  value  of 
literary  property  as  they  are  in  ordinary  or  less  delicM« 
securities.  There  are  not  many  persons  who  understand 
the  nature  or  the  value  of  that  species  of  incorporeal  or 
intellectual  wealth  which  is  called  copyright.  It  is  not 
every  bookseller  who  knows  how  to  manage  it  to  the  best 
advantage  ;  and  when  very  valuable  property  of  this  kind 
comes  to  be  sold,  the  persons  are  not  very  numerous  who 
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are  likely  to  compete  in  the  acquieitioD.  Time,  also,  is 
requiied,  and  even  a  considerable  tract  of  future  years,  to 
gain  a  profitable  return  of  the  money  which  may  have 
been  expended  or  ventured  in  accLniring  it  Bat  bad  the 
bankets  of  London  understood  the  value  of  an  aas%n- 
ment  of  copyright  by  an  antbor  to  his  publisher,  and  of 
mch  copyrights  as  those  of  the  writings  of  the  Author  of 
Waveriey  or  the  Eucyclopsedia  Britannica,  as  well  as  they 
understand  the  valne  of  a  bill  of  lading  of  a  cai^  of  hides 
or  tallow  from  St.  Petersbuig,  I  feel  perfectly  assured  that 
no  loafl  would  have  been  sustained  in  any  c[uarter,  so  far 
as  literature  and  the  publications  of  Constable  and  Co. 
were  concerned ;  and  the  ultimate  result  of  out  father's 
fortune  and  our  own  would  have  been  very  different  from 
what  it  was  and  is.  Money  would  have  been  advanced 
in  the  hour  of  need,  and  the  engagements  of  all  concerned 
fulfilled.  The  individuals  who  were  interested  or  con- 
nected bother  in  these  affairs  would  then  most  probably 
have  acted  with  manly  firmness  and  entire  confidence  in 
each  other  (as  our  lather  si^ested),  and  success  instead 
of  ruin  would  still  have  been  the  result 

"  On  the  other  hand,  conceive  to  yourself  a  valuable 
accumulation  of  property  in  copyright,  the  fruit  of  thirty 
years  of  incessant  and  active  exertion.  Keep  in  view 
fJso  the  liberal  outlay  of  capital  during  the  same  period, 
commensurate  to  the  quantity  of  the  property  acquired — 
an  outlay  which  had  raised  the  price  of  literary  labour 
(that  delicate  and  unsubstantial  species  of  property  which 
is  the  growth  of  mind  and  not  of  matter)  not  merely  in 
Scotland  but  in  Britain,  and  had  rendered  the  existence 
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of  many  a  sensitive  labourer  in  the  often  nnthankful  and 
unrewarded  field  of  letters  leas  irksome  and  precarious  to 
himself,  as  well  as  more  useful  to  his  country  and  his 
kind.  Consider,  I  say,  a  mass  of  property  of  this  nature, 
tossed  into  the  market  and  disposed  of  during  a  period  of 
utter  discomfiture  and  depression,  and  you  will  then  be 
able  to  form  a  faint  idea  of  the  wreck  in  which  our  parent 
was  involved, 

"  As  to  the  eausea  which  produced  the  failure  of  Messrs. 
Hurst,  Hobinson,  and  Co.,  the  London  agents  of  Constable 
and  Co.,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  fully  informed,  but  I  have 
understood  that  they  had  been  speculating  in  hops,  out 
of  the  proper  line  of  their  business.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  that  in  the  case  of  our  dear  parent  a  life 
of  the  most  meritorious  exerttion  in  that  department  of 
commercial  enterprise  to  which  he  was  particularly 
devoted,  was  sacrificed  (without  any  particular  error  of 
his  own)  to  that  spirit  of  gambling,  which,  like  some  evil 
genius,  had  gone  forth  into  the  world  of  capital  at  that 
time,  by  which  he  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  suf- 
ferers, and,  according  to  all  the  generally  received  notions 
of  worldly  wisdom,  least  of  all  deserved  to  become  the 
victim, 

"  I  have  thus  put  you  in  possession  of  a  few  of  my 
thoughts  on  this  subject.  They  are  general  views,  but 
they  will  be  found  to  be  correct ;  and  I  believe  it  may 
be  said  of  them,  as  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  said  of  the  abs- 
tract of  his  Dictionary, '  Of  an  abstract  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  say  more ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  found  that 
truth  requires  me  to  say  leas.' 
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"  You  vonld  receive  my  letter  of  yesterday  as  to  other 
matters.  I  trust  this  will  leach  yoo  in  London  before 
your  departure  for  the  land  of  Egypt.  Pray  don't  forget 
my  commission  at  Alexandria.  Write  to  me  as  often 
as  you  like. — And  believe  me^  ete. 

"Datid  Cohstable." 

David  Constable  to  Henbt  Constable. 

"Ladtkibx,  Tabboltoh,  Jan.  14,  1640. 

"  My  dear  BfioTHBR, — I  -was  glad  to  find  that  you  had 
received  my  letter  about  our  fathei's  affairs  and  Sir  Wal- 
ter Scott  safely.  It  must  have  been  an  unexpected  piece 
of  correspondence  for  you  to  receive  in  Egj^t.  I  had 
expected  that  it  might  just  reach  you  before  leaving 
London,  or,  at  all  events,  soon  after  your  arrival  in  the 
East.  The  correspondence  with  Scott  in  August  1823 
is  more  than  a  sufficient  answer  to  Lockhart's  imperti- 
nence, so  far  aa  out  father  is  concerned.  I  remember, 
moreover,  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  after  he  had 
returned  from  Hatton  and  was  at  Park  Place  unwell,  his 
then  still  complaining  of  the  state  of  the  transactions  with 
Ballantyne  and  Co.  on  account  of  Scott,  and  expressing 
fears  that  Sir  Walter  would  involve  himself  too  deeply 
in  paper  accommodations.  He  complained  also  that  he 
could  not  get  satisfactoiy  stetemente  as  to  the  real  state 
of  Sir  Walter's  and  the  BoUantynes'  account  with  Messrs. 
A.  C.  and  Ca 

"  Yoa  are  aware  our  father  had  been  some  time  in  Eng  - 
land,  and  his  health  was  hy  no  means  re-established, 
although  considerably*  improved  by  lis  residence  in  the 
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Bouth.  Id  the  event  of  his  death,  he  was  particolarly 
anxious  that  Sir  Walt^  should  be  aa  little  embarraBBed 
OS  possible,  and  more  titian  once  hod  expressed  his  -wishes 
to  that  effect  to  me ;  and  that  these  matters  should  be 
put  on  an  intelligible  and  dear  footing.  Sometimes  he 
would  say.  Why  did  I  not  assist  him  ?  My  answer  was. 
Show  me  how  I  can  assist  yon,  and  it  shall  be  done. 
After  considering  the  matter  with  all  the  means  of  in- 
formation which  I  could  bring  to  it,  I  thought  the  best 
thing  that  could  be  advised  waa  to  have  an  able  ac- 
coimtant  introduced  into  the  knowledge  of  the  whole 
business  transactions  of  A.  C.  and  Co.,  and  to  have  a 
balance  struck,  that  we  might  know  the  whole  length, 
width,  breadth,  and  depth  of  the  matter.  Accordingly, 
I  waited  on  Mr.  Cadell,  and  proposed  that,  seeing  onr 
father  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  statements 
of  Ballantyne's  acconnt,  which  had  been  rendered  to  him 
since  his  return  to  Edinbiirgh,  it  would  be  the  most  satis- 
factory mode  of  proceeding,  both  for  Mr.  Cadell  as  well 
as  oar  father  and  all  concerned,  that  Mr.  Adam  Thomaos, 
accountant  (who  had  lately  drawn  up  a  view  of  the  printing 
concern  for  me),  or  any  other  confidential  person, — a  regn- 
lar  accountant  however,  should  be  introduced  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  whole  transactions,  and  prodnce  a 
balance-sheet  which  any  man  of  business  might  be  able 
to  understand.  It  was  not  without  considerable  diffi- 
culty that  I  got  Mr.  Cadell  to  agree  to  this.  After  more 
than  one  conversation  on  the  subject,  and  several  notes 
which  passed  between  us,  he  however  agreed  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  accountant,  on  the  undetatanding  that  the  pro- 
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ceedbg  tbb  to  be  held  stricUy  private  and  confidential, 
which  to  this  hour  in  which  I  wiite  it  has  been,  ao 
far  88  I  was  concerned,  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of 
such  persons  as  were  necessarily  to  be  advised  with.  It 
was  agreed  in  the  above-mentioned  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Cadell  that  the  accountant  shonld  carry  on  his  examina- 
tion in  the  premises  of  A.  C.  and  Co.,  No,  1  Princes  Street, 
and  the  books  of  the  concern  were  accordingly  submitted 
to  Mr.  Thomson's  investigation,  who  entered  on  the  pre- 
paration of  Buch  a  statement  as  that  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  conmienced  checkii^  the  difi'ereut  leading 
accounts  of  the  concern.  I  called  more  than  once  on. 
Mr.  Thomson  to  learn  how  the  statement  was  proceeding, 
and  found  after  the  lapse  of  several  weeks  that  be  had  got 
as  far  as  the  cash-account,  but  that  there  some  delay  or 
check  to  his  labours  had  taken  place.  I  afterwards  learned 
that  Sir  Walter  Scott,  on  hearing  that  Mr.  Adam  Thomson 
was  engaged  on  thd  above  statement,  had  called  on  our 
father  at  Park  Place,  and  had  objected  to  his  dealings 
with  the  house  of  A.  C.  and  Go.  being  submitted  to  an 
accountant,  and  in.fact  had  insisted  that  the  investigation 
should  proceed  no  farther.  Who  told  Sir  Walter  that 
such  a  stAtement  was  in  progress  I  know  not ;  he  did  not 
get  the  information  from  me ;  and  certainly  had  our  lather 
adviaed  with  me  before  giving  up  bis  own  view  to  Sit 
Walter  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  I  should  have 
been  the  last  person  to  have  advised  against  my  own 
advice. . .  .  Such  a  statement  as  that  of  Mr.  Adam  Thomson 
would  have  gone  far  to  have  emancipated  Sir  Walter  Scott 
and  set  him  free.    At  all  events,  there  would  then  have 
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been  no  room  for  mystification  in  any  quarter.  When  I 
perceived,  therefore,  that  Sir  Walter  Scott's  influence 
bad  been  used  to  prevent  the  effectual  attainment  of 
this  object,  my  disgust  was  not  the  less  intense  because 
confined  to  my  own  breast ;  the  fear  of  injurii^  the  credit 
of  the  concern,  and  a  desire  to  avoid  whatever  might  be 
injnrious  to  the  interest  of  Sir  Walter,  made  me  remain 
passive  when  it  would  have  been  better  for  all  concerned 
that  I  had  persevered,  or  rather  have  urged  our  father  to 
persevere,  in  the  matter  of  the  accountant.  So  much  for 
these  matters  at  present  .  .  .  David  Constable." 

Acquitting  all  concerned  of  any  intention  to  defraud 
the  public,  or  to  take  undue  advantage  of  each  other,  and 
admitting  that  had  Mr.  Bobinson  refrained  from  ex- 
traneous speculation,  hia  Scottish  correspondents  were 
apparently  in  the  way  to  emancipation  when  the  crisis 
came,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  were  all  alike  culp- 
able, in  having  united  to  maintain  a  system  of  fictitious 
credit 

The  authoress  of  Mysi^ictUions  tells  ue  of  a  certain 
noble  lady  whose  experience  had  taught  her  that  the  most 
efiective  method  for  getting  rid  of  a  temptation  is  to  yield 
to  it ;  and  an  old  nursery  rhyme,  known  probably  to  all 
my  readers,  insists  so  pertinaciously  in  presenting  itself 
to  my  imagination,  as  bearing  a  striking  analogy  to  the 
circumstances  and  results  of  this  sad  story,  that  like  the 
Lady  Christian  I  shall  yield  to  temptation  and  quote  it 
here. 

The  legend  tells  of  a  criminal  association,  and  attributes 
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without  hesitation  to  each  individual  of  the  society  the 
natnie  and  extent  of  his  complicity,  thus : — 

"  Thii  ia  the  mux  that  broke  the  bun, 
Thi*  u  th«  nuu)  tb»t  stole  tb«  com. 
This  is  the  man  that  na  awa', 
Thia  ia  the  man  that  itood  and  aaw,— and 
This  U  the  man  that  paid  toe  a'." 

I  shall  not  venture  to  individualize  or  apportion  with 
reference  to  the  first  four,  and  it  is  I  believe  unneces- 
sary that  I  affix  a  relative  personality  to  the  fifth,  whom 
Mr.  Lockhart  has  represented  as  morally  responsible  for 
the  disaster  in  which  all  were  alike  involved 

Seriously  crippled  though  Archibald  Constable  and 
Company  had  been  by  the  secession  of  Mr,  HuDt«r  and 
the  death  of  Mr.  Cathcart,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt, 
that  had  the  partners  acted  upon  the  prudent  counxels  of 
Mr,  Gilchrist,  and  their  steady  friend  Mr,  Gibson,  although 
they  might  have  Mled  to  secure  the  brilliant  patronage  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  they  would  have  kept  their  place  in  the 
front  rank  of  their  profession,  and  the  fortune  of  at  least 
one  of  the  partners  might  have  been  very  different  at  the 
close  of  life. 

In  like  manner,  Mr.  James  Ballantyne,  who  was  with- 
out a  doubt  the  best  printer  of  hia  day,  might — but  for 
the  entanglements  in  which  the  friendship  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott  involved  him — have  found  his  way  to  wealth  as 
well  as  fame  ;  and  Sir  Walter  himself,  had  he  been  con- 
tent to  let  his  acres  wait  upon  his  fortune,  and  left;  the 
cares  and  risks  of  trade  to  others, — although  the  world 
might  have  been  the  poorer  for  wanting  tJie  grand  lesson 
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his  last  years  afforded,  of  honourable  devotion  to  vhat  he 
conceived  hie  highest  duty, — voold  have  heen  far  happier 
and  more  proaperous,  and  need  never  have  penned  the 
following  ead  entry  in  hia  diary  : — 

April  XhVi,  1828. — "It  is  written  that  nothing  shall 
flourish  under  my  shadow :  the  Ballantynes,  Terry,  Nelson,  ■ 
Weber,  aU  came  to  distress.  Nature  has  written  on  my 
brow.  Your  shade  shall  be  broad,  but  there  shall  be  no 
protection  derived  from  it  to  aught  you  favour." 
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Of  the  regard  entertoiued  for  mj  father,  and  the  hifth  e>timBtioD 
in  Thich  be  waa  held  m  t,  public  benefaotor,  abundant  eridence  U 
Afforded  by  the  receptioa  given  by  the  newipapera  of  the  dky  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  nusfortunes  that  befell  him  in  Janosry  1826,  and  of 
hia  death  on  July  21,  1827.  The  exincta  which  follow  are  from 
Notice*  that  appeared  at  the  time  in  the  public  jonrnal*. 

Ok  TBI  CaiKia  ov  182S-26. 

"The  Monting  Herald  of  yeaterday  «tatea — '  The  book  trade  wm 
never  known  to  be  in  to  depreaaed  a  state  aa  at  the  preaent  time.  The 
B&uk  of  England  baa  refnaed  for  the  last  three  weeks  to  discount  any 
bookieller'g  bill.  Nothing  can  be  mare  confirmatory  of  the  falling  ofF 
ill  the  bookselling  bnrineaa  th&n  the  faot  of  the  two  principal  book- 
sellera,  Constable  and  Murray,  having  become  Nnmber  publiahera.' 

"A  more  unfounded  and  more  miwhierona  statement  than  the 
above  never  found  its  way  into  a  oewtpaper.  We  can  state  of  our 
own  knowledge,  that  the  bookaellera  hare  ei[T>erienced  no  mch  refusal 
from  the  Bonk  of  England,  and  that  their  biDs  to  a  loi^e  amotmt  have 
been  diaooauted  by  that  body  eotry  Wednadag  dniing  the  last  twelve 
montha.  That  the  Bank  ahould  single  ontso  respectable  a  bodyaa  the 
booksellers  of  thia  metropolis  For  proscHplioD,  would  indeed  suppose 
that  corpoiMtioD  poaseBaed  of  a  degree  of  stupidity  and  malignity 
altogether  unexampled  in  the  annals  ot  conunerce.  We  need  hardly 
observe,  that  the  property  invested  in  the  book  trade  is  immenae,  and 
that  many  of  the  bookselleT«  an  posaesMd  of  very  large  oajntaU 
indeed.'  Many  aingle  booksellers  own  stocks  to  the  value  of  £60,000, 
lElOD.OOO,  etc.  Bat  when  ve  come  to  partnershipa,  what  immense 
stocks  are  owned  by  the  bonaet  of  Longman,  Whittaker,  Baldwin, 
Hunt,  Cadell,  Sherwood,  Rivington ,  Lackingten,  Butterworth,  Clarke, 
etc  etc.  On  the  book  trade  of  London,  an  immense  number  ot  families 
employed  in  the  different  stages,  from  the  manufaoturs  of  paper  to  the 
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priDtiiigi  to  My  nothing  of  aathon,  mra  dependent  for  rabdrtence,  and 
any  injiuy  to  the  credit  of  tbe  booluellen  wonJd  be  one  of  the  greatert 
cAlttmitiM  tlikt  eT«r  befell  the  oonntty.  ThAt  an  individnal  or  a  hoDN 
may  in  thii,  as  well  aa  in  all  other  brancfae*  of  commerce,  occaaionally 
over-trade,  we  aU  know,  but  that  the  whole  body  ihonld  be  foosd 
orer-trading  would  indeed  b«  *  miracle.  Of  all  tradee,  too,  the  bot^ 
trade  is  that  least  liable  to  flnetnation,  dependiag  almost  entirely  on 
home  congomptian.  We  will  aniwer  for  it,  that  there  ia  no  branch  of 
bvde  in  the  coantty  in  which  the  demand  ia  ao  nnifonn,  and,  con- 
atquently,  where  the  indacementa  to  or^-trade  are  ao  few. 

"  With  reapect  to  the  particnlar  individnala  aimed  at,  Mr.  Murray 
and  Mr.  Constable,  we  can  only  say  that  we  do  not  aee  how,  at  a  tiiae 
when  an  immenae  craving  h«a  been  Eoanifeated  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people  for  books  of  a  better  description  than  that  which  they  have 
hitherto  had,  Mid  that  a  speculation  in  the  anpply  for  this  new  demand 
promises  to  be  attended  with  profit,  a  bookaeller  should  hentate  to 
embark  hia  capital  in  it  any  more  than  in  any  other  mode  of  p«bUc»- 
tion.  The  supply  of  the  body  of  the  people  with  books  entera  more 
and  more  every  year  iuto  the  calculations  of  booksellers.  In  fact,  the 
demand  of  the  body  of  the  people  has  given  qnite  a  new  complexim 
to  the  trade  of  late  years,  formerly,  a  book  which  did  not  sell,  in  a 
year  or  two  went,  aa  a  matter  of  coarse,  to  the  tmnk-maker.  Now, 
the  remainder  of  an  edition,  after  a  certain  time,  is  dispoaed  of  at 
trade-aalea,  to  a  numerona  class  of  booksellers  on  a  small  acale,  through 
whom  it  is  distributed  throngh  every  part  of  the  metropolis  and  the 
oouDtry,  for  the  convenience  of  porchasen  in  humble  life.  Thia  trade 
haa  apmng  up  within  our  own  remonbranoe  «f  the  metropolis.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Constable  will  be  amply  remunerated  for  hi* 
spirited  attempt  to  enlist  men  of  the  first  geuins  and  talents  to  write 
for  the  improvement  of  the  great  body  of  the  people— an  sttompt  tat 
which  he  deaervea  the  thanks  of  every  one  who  has  the  welfare  of  the 
people  at  heart  Thia  project  of  Mr.  Conatable'a  «a«,  we  know,  plaoned 
long  before  the  present  oommeruial  Sbibarrassmenta.  If  Mr.  Mun^ 
ha*  embarked  in  a  similar  attempt,  we  have  no  doubt  he  has  equally 
jood  reasons  for  it,  but  the  information  is  new  to  us.  Some  of  the 
first  pnblicatioD*  of  the  country  have  been  iasued  in  nnmbera, 

"  This  much  we  have  deemed  it  bnt  justice  to  say  in  behalf  of  a  class 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  country,  and  so  respectable  in  itoelf.  At 
a  eeason  of  alarm  like  the  present  auch  a  paragraph  may,  if  not 
instantly  contradicted,  do  much  mischief." — The  Homing  CbreniA, 
^ov.  30,  1826. 
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" '  A  heavy  vit  dwU  huig  at  every  lord  : ' 

So  anng  Dan  Pope ;  but  'pon  ny  wont, 
He  wu  a  story-teller. 

Or  elu  tbe  timea  hare  altered  quite, 

For  wits,  or  heavy  now,  or  light, 

Hang  each  by  a  bookseller.' 

S.  T.  C. 
"  Of  all  the  reTolatioDa  that  have  taken  plaoe  in  modem  timea — or 
it  ahonld  perhapa  rather  be  aaid  of  all  the  improremeDta  which  tfaft 
inoreaaing  spirit  and  refiuiag  taate  of  thoM  times  have  bronght  aboat, 
the  greatest  in  its  nature,  and  the  moat  bensficial  in  its  iafluenoe,  is 
that  which  haa  taken  place  in  the  world  of  letter* — which  hat  removed 
entireljr  that  inoompetent  aod  lumbering  elaat  of  middle-men— patrona 
— which  has  elevated  the  bookieller  into  the  oharactar  of  the  common 
•gent  of  the  instructora  and  tbe  inatmcted — and  thereby  placed  the 
literature  of  England  even  higher  in  the  iutellectnal  scale  than  the 
liberality  of  her  inatitutioos,  and  the  couaequeDt  vigour  oE  her  people, 
place  her  in  the  jiolitical  one. 

"  Scarcely  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  portala  of  fame  to  men  of 
genioa,  and  the  portals  of  knowledge  and  intellectual  entertainmeDt  to 
all  the  people,  were  kept  by  the  Cerberi  ol  the  ariatocracy.  In  thoae 
days  neither  the  authors  nor  the  publishers  of  boolu  were  freemen ; 
they  were  serfs  depending  upon  the  pleasure  of  haughty  peers  and 
■ancy  couttiera ;  and,  although  one  of  the  former  happened  to  poaseaa 
wisdom  that  conld  instruct,  or  geniu»  that  oonld  delight  the  age,  he 
had  not  even  a  chance  of  being  permitted  to  impart  knowledge  or 
insjHre  delight,  unless  he  iu  tbe  first  place  condeacended  to  stand  cap 
in  hand  until  some  lordling  pleased  to  cease  from  caressing  his  favonrite 
dog,  or  nntil  some  minion  of  tbe  court  had  bonnd  him  to  sink  and 
■tain  himself  in  the  black  flood  of  political  intrigue  ;^and  even  when 
he  did  obtain  a  hearing,  he  was  fain  (or  rather  let  ua  hope  forced)  to 
■et  a  Cain's  mark  of  his  own  degradation  on  the  forehead  of  his  book  , 
~to  plant  talents  and  virtues  in  a  r^ioo  which,  in  reepect  of  theae, 
Heaven  had  cursed  with  eternal  barrenneea.  When,  indeed,  we  collect 
•ome  balf-dosen  of  even  classicsl  books — booka  by  men  of  sterling 
talent,  and  look  at  the  prodigionaly  great  and  good  men  to  whom 
these  are  dedicated,  and  then  turn  to  the  memoriala  of  their  times, 
which  the  impartial  judge  baa  seen  meet  to  spare,  without  tindiug  so 
much  as  a  single  trace  of  all  this  wisdom  and  all  this  worth,  we  are 
apt  to  imagine  that  of  all  perishable  things  tlie  talents  and  the  virtues 
of  official  and  titled  persona  are  the  moat  perishable ;  for  really,  if  it 
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were  not  for  the  very  lin  of  the  anthon  in  baving  lied  thdr  patrou 
into  remembrance,  there  would  not  be  one  indioatdon  of  the  broed  in 
the  world'i  annala. 

"  What  a  ehuige  hai  now  taken  place  1  A  literary  man  of  the  pre- 
sent day  would  ■>  utoa  think  of  seeking  patronage  from  the  Emperor 
of  Auatrio,  or  aetting  forth  the  talent*  and  the  virtne*  of  the  Spaniih 
Ferdinand,  as  of  placing  hia  hopei  of  a  hearing  with  the  pnblic  npOQ 
the  foremost  nobleman  in  the  land  ;  and,  aa  for  courtiers,  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  most  nobl«  Hertfm^  or  hia  Grace  of  the  Brami 
Achillea,  would  be  no  better  paaaport  in  the  Bow  than  a  certifieabe 
from  Aldgate  Fnmp,  The  public — thoae  fifteen  milliona  of  petqtle 
■  within  the  four  aeaa '  of  our  '  snug  little  island,'  the  far  gntter 
majority  at  whom,  above  the  year*  of  mete  infancy,  not  only  <xa  i«ad 
bnt  do  read,  are  the  patrons  of  genius  and  of  leaming ;  and  erery 
•chool  that  is  fotmded,  no  matter  by  whom, — eTwy  literary  or  scien- 
tiflc  institution  that  is  eatabliahed,  no  matter  under  what  ^tpellstioB, 
— is  another  pledge  and  another  security,  not  only  that  the  infonn*- 
tion.  Mid  through  that  all  the  actire  energies  of  this  coontry  shall  not 
Uognish  and  decline,  bnt  that  they  are  flourishing  and  will  flourish, 
with  a  vigonr  of  which  the  boldest  imagination  cannot  eren  aow 
pioture  the  extent.  Under  stioh  a  patronage— so  general,  that  it  can- 
not be  aSected  by  caprice, — so  powerful,  that  it  cannot  be  deatroyed 
either  by  accident  or  by  deeiga, — and  so  liberal,  that  its  rewards  must 
always  be  in  the  full  measure,  proportioned  to  that  which  is  offered  to 
it — every  talent  that  can  either  discover  new  utility,  or  invent  sew 
amusement,  or  which  can  so  vary  the  old  aa  to  give  them  swaewhat  id 
the  charm  of  novelty,  is  sure  to  meet  with  its  full  and  honest  reotHn. 

"  This  change  has  brought  the  publishers  of  books  into  an  attitude 
of  the  greatest  importance  and  honour ; — it  hM  made  them  the  ca>- 
uectiug  link  between  the  people  of  England  and  that  which  has  made, 
is  making,  and  shall  continue  to  make,  the  people  of  England  superior 
to  the  people  of  every  land  where  intellect  has  not  the  same  nnbonitded 
soope.  The  result  has  been  that,  aa  in  sll  similar  oases,  the  men  have 
risen  both  in  character  and  in  afHnenee,  as  their  status  and  importance 
in  society  have  been  raised.  When  they  lived  huddled  together  in 
their  small  shops,  and  wuted  the  sanction  of  this  or  the  oilier  patron, 
before  they  dared  venture  to  publish,  th^  were  men  of  narrow  and 
illiberal  views,  and,  in  point  of  opulence,  far  down  in  the  acale  <rf 
metropolitan  citizens ;  bnt  they  and  those  to  whom  they  give  employ- 
ment have  now  risen  to  the  very  top;  and  taking  the  Court  of  Alder- 
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mim  u  ft  test  of  oi?ia  wealth  uid  local  reopectability,  there  are  more 
of  iU  membsTs  ooniwated  with  tfa«  book-trade  than  with  aoy  other 
three  tradea  in  the  capital.  Perhape  also  the  qnantity  of  labour  which 
they  employ  ig  (greater,  and  in  many  branohea  of  it  more  intenectaal 
■nd  int^eDiona,  than  that  which  ia  emplnyed  in  any  other  branoh  of 
iudnitry.  There  is  none  in  which  the  mannfactared  artide  il  to  valU' 
able,  even  in  a  merely  mercaiitile  point  of  Tiew,  as  compared  with  the 
taw  material  from  which  it  is  made :  and  thoagh  the  taxea  are  cer- 
taitily  not  the  moat  liberal  ta  jndiciotis  on^he  statnte-book,  there  are 
few  brvncfaes  of  industry  which  prodnce  a  greater  revenne  to  the  state. 
Let  any  one  imagine  how  many  paper-raakera,  typefonndera,  enRioe- 
makei«,  printers,  bookbinders,  ghopkeepert,  and  Af^nta,  the  millionl 
of  worki  (for  taking  them  in  all  their  variety,  there  are  millinna)  which 
are  annually  pnblished  in  England  mnst  employ. — to  all  of  which  the 
bookseller  ia  TVftDy  the  movinti  power — the  irrand  engine  that  puts  the 
whole  in  motion  ■  and  then  their  great  value  In  a  political  point  of 
Tiew  may  be  gnesaed  at.  Wlien  to  this  are  added  their  intellectnal 
•nd  tnnral  influence,  the  talents  which  they  create  (for  withont  them 
those  talents  would  lie  dormant,  and  therefore  be  of  no  more  use  than 
it  they  did  not  exist),  it  in  certainly  not  saying  tjio  mncb  to  deacribe 
them  H  at  once  the  most  important  and  the  most  generally  iuflaential 
profession  in  the  whole  kingdom. 

"  It  is  true  that  the  booksellers  of  the  present  day  have,  not  in  one 
initanee,  bnt  in  hnndreda  of  instances,  become  rich  beyond  all  former 
precedent ;  but  their  riches  have  not,  like  the  riches  of  mpre  speonla- 
tort,  been  obt«ined  by  a  transfer  of  those  of  others, — nor  have  they, 
like  the  comparatively  small  ]>OMe8«ont  of  the  elder  bibliopoles,  been 
groimd  out  of  an  oppressed  and  degraded  litemti :  they  have  become 
rich,  becanse  they  hare  opened  the  mines  of  intellect  to  the  people ; 
and  jnst  as  they  have  been  liberal  to  those  who  hare  supplied  them 
with  materials,  the  pnblio  haa  been  liberal  to  them — or  perhaps,  one 
should  say,  just  to  itself. 

"  Constable  of  Edinbnrah  was  perhaps  the  flrttwho  saw  clearly  the 
adrantagea  of  this  liberality;  Murray  toon  followed  ;  nor  was  it  long 
ere,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  the  whole  trade  adopted  the  same 
system, — so  that  now,  unless  it  be  from  those  who  have  mistaken  their 
man  or  their  oacupation,  we  hear  nothing  of  the  illiberality  of  book- 
■ellers.  No  donbt  they  are  still  cautions  with  strangers  ;  bnt  this 
caution,  instead  of  an  injury  to  the  public,  is  a  service ;  inasmnch  aa 
the  bookseller,  by  incurring  the  whole  of  his  expense  before  he  is  certain 
of  cealianga  single  ahilling,  plays  a  game  which  is  more  hacardoni 
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thui  thftt  of  Ka  ordinary  merchKit,  whon  goodi,  liowaver  injadiciontly 
Im  iii>7  buy  thnn,  mc  always  inra  to  fetch  a  oertoio  portaon  of  the 

"  Anotlier  proof  of  the  liberality  and  diiceniinent  of  the  booluella* 
ia  the  leadinesi  with  which  they  adapt  the  form  and  mode  of  pnbliah- 
ing  their  books  to  the  spirit  of  the  times.  Since  the  reading  public 
became  the  world  generally,  and  not  the  merely  profeonoiial  itiidenta, 
a  new  literature  has  been  demanded,  and  it  hM  been  demanded  in  a 
new  form.  Hen,  whote  oncupationa  are  connected  with  the  paaaing 
time,  have  become  the  majority  of  readers,  and  they  accntdingly  deaire 
that  the  reading  ahall  also  not  only  be  connected  with  the  paaiiog  time, 
bat  shall  come  in  portions  as  that  time  pMsea.  Hence  the  great 
demand  for  periodical  literature ;  and  hence,  too,  the  breaking  down 
of  larger  w(»ks  into  numben,  so  that  they  may  be  published  peiiodi- 

"  This,  which  began  with  obaourer  publishen,  and  with  works  of  a 
leM  importaat  nature,  ia  extending  itself  over  the  whole  trade,  and 
over  tJie  whole  empire  of  letters,  in  such  a  way  as  proves  that  reading 
is  becoming  universal  both  as  to  the  readers  and  the  subjects  read." — 
HtVM  1^  lAteratitre,  Dec  10,  1825. 

"  COITBTABLX'S  MlBCZLLUrr." 

"  The  name  of  Constable  has  strong  claims  to  respect  from  thoae 
who  feel  an  interest  in  the  Ut«rary  honours  of  Scotland.  To  hundreds 
it  has  been  the  psssport  to  fame,  to  consequence,  and  to  amolunieiit ; 
and  it  is  indeed  associated  with  aliuoat  every  work  of  geniua  which 
has  appeared  in  the  last  and  hrigbteat  period  of  our  literary  bistoiy. 
It  would  be  ungrateful  in  the  Press  and  the  Public  to  forget  this  ; 
and  we  can  truly  say,  therefore,  that  it  gives  us  sincere  jdeaauro  to  sea 
that  name  reappear,  after  an  interval  of  gloom  and  misfortune,  in 
connexion  with  a  work  of  undisputed  utility.  This  First  Volume  of  the 
Miscellany  is  now  ready,  and  we  hope  will  meet  with  the  encaiua^ 
meat  which  it  amply  merits.  It  is  a  reprint  of  Captain  Hall's  very 
interestlDg  Voyage  to  Loo-Choo,  with  various  additions,  and,  am<mg 
others,  an  account  of  his  interview  wiUi  Bonaparte  in  1617.  This 
small  volume,  neatly  printed,  enables  the  reader  to  obtain,  for  three  shil- 
lings, wbat  would  cost  in  another  shape  twelve  or  fourteen.  The  plan  of 
progressive  publication  in  weekly  numbers  puts  it  within  the  reach  <rf 
all  bat  the  very  poorest  claaaea,  while  the  style  of  its  typography,  and 
its  geueial  appearance,  render  it  not  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  bbraiiei 
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<rf  the  opnlent. — When  the  work  wm  projeoted,  more  thsu  twelve 
monthB  iga,  we  anticipated  th&t  it  would  become  highly  popular,  and 
be  in  f«ot  the  parent  of  a  race  of  publicktionK  which  would  give  %  new 
impolaa  to  the  diffniion  of  koowledge.  We  were  not  miitoken,  for, 
preriou  to  the  melancholy  reTulaion  in  trade  whieh  plnnged  «o  many 
penoDB  in  distress,  and  nupended  the  pablication  at  the  moment  when 
it  waa  on  the  eve  of  Btarting,  it  had  obtained  the  unprecedented  number 
of  fourteen  thonaand  anbacribers  t  The  lubjact  ia  one  upon  which  we 
could  eaaiiy  enlarge  :  but  aa  we  could  probably  aay  nothing  better 
tlian  we  have  said  already,  we  ihall  dote  this  notice  with  an  extract 
from  an  article  which  we  piibHshed  on  the  14th  December  1823, 

"  To  eatimate  whab  may  be  the  effect  of  thi*  claaa  of  woriu,  let  v» 
look  to  the  recent  changea  in  our  literature.  There  are  two  apeciea  of 
pnblioatioua  which  have  given  a  new  impulse  to  thought,  and  prod^;i- 
oualy  accelerated  the  progreea  of  knowledge  within  the  laat  aixty  yeara 
— we  mean  Encycloptediaa  and  Reviewa  which  deftl  in  diacuaaion. 
Both  of  theae  owe  some  portion  of  their  aaefnlneaa  to  a  ciroomatance 
eommou  to  all  periodicala — tbat,  coming  ont  in  parta,  they  neither  preaa 
heavily  on  the  time  nor  the  purse,  and  are  thua  within  the  reach  of 
mnltitndes  in  the  middle  and  lower  walks  of  sooiety.  The  former 
made  scientific  knowledge  and  geuettJ  information  more  widely  aocea- 
aible ;  the  latter  familiarized  the  people  with  the  prindplea  of  phjlo- 
aophy,  and  taught  them  to  take  eomprehenaire  views  of  pauing  eventa 
and  of  their  own  situation.  But  both  from  their  nature  are  suhjuct  to 
restrictions.  The  one  can  take  in  no  article  which  exceeda  30  or  40 
octavo  pages,  and  excludes  soma  species  of  reading  altogether ;  the 
other,  being  compelled  by  ita  plan  to  embrace  maay  subjects  which 
nobody  cares  for,  oau  asaign  but  a  small  space  to  others  which  are  far 
more  attractive.  A  Life  of  Washington  or  Nelson  in  two  volumes,  a 
History  of  India  in  three  volumes,  a  Narrative  of  Hall's  Voyages  of  a 
nmilar  size,  could  find  admission  into  neither.  Yet  many  readers  will 
deem  these  as  intereatdng  and  profitable  as  anything  in  the  pages  of  a 
Beview,  and  for  ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  they  are  infinitely  more  attrac- 
tive than  a  long  treatise  on  Botany,  Mineralogy,  or  Ae  Genns  MammaUa. 
An  EDcyclopvdia  ia  a  work  three-fourths  of  which  ate  neetttarUg  nee- 
leas  to  its  possesAor  ;  but  in  a  Miscellany,  fettered  by  no  system  in  the 
compiling,  nine  parta  in  ten  will  have  a  value  to  every  reader.  Of  our 
modern  Magazines,  filled  np  with  fiaih  and  flunuaery,  it  is  needless  to 
speak.  They  sparkle  like  champagne  at  the  moment  of  decanting, 
but  are  so  stale  and  vapid  one  month  after  they  issue  from  the  press, 
that  no  man  cut  of  his  dotage  ever  opens  them  a  second  time.     Au 
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EncfclopndU  in  20  rtAacaet  ooste  forty  ponndi :  >nd,  for  the  ume 
■am,  thoM  who  nib*crib«  for  >  MisceUaiij  of  this  kind,  will  h&re  % 
library  of  266  volumes,  in  every  one  of  which  an  ordinuy  readsr  vrill 
Bnd  initraction  or  rational  amnaement.  In  ahort,  the  great  merit  of 
tbi*  project  ii,  that  tbe  principle  of  progreasive  and  periodical  pnb1ic»- 
tinn.  which  baa  ao  many  advantages,  bnt  has  bitberto  been  applied 
only  to  a  few  old  standard  booha,  to  ephemeral  diacDraioiu,  and  anm- 
mariea  of  «eienc«,  is  rendemd  appUcable  to  the  greftt  Sotting  maas  of 
onr  literatnre,  and  tbiu  fnniiahet  a  prodigion*  engine  for  the  difTnsion 
of  every  species  of  nsefnl  and  ornamental  knowledge  through  the 
lower  and  middle  classes  of  society.  We  anticipate  one  farther,  aail, 
in  our  opinion,  very  jrreat  advantagie,  from  the  establishment  of  such 
publications.  Generally  speaking,  at  present,  books  are  esteemed  by  sH 
persons  in  the  middle  ud  lower  ranks,  as  something  of  the  nature  of 
laxnrie«  or  sajierflaitiei.  They  are  aomethiog  which  it  is  very  con- 
venient and  pleasant  to  have,  but  whicb  can  quite  well  be  wanted. 
Casual  circnmstancei  make  an  individnal  lay  out  half  a  guinea  or  b 
gninea,  at  a  rare  junotare,  npon  some  volume  which  strikes  his  fancy  ; 
bnt  no  man  (a  professed  collector  eicepted)  sete  apart  a  portion  of  hit 
income  to  buy  books,  as  he  does  to  buy  food,  clotbee,  or  fnmitnr«.  Now, 
it  occnrs  to  n*  tiiat  when  thre«  or  four  of  the  great  publishing  Book- 
•eQera  have  oommenoad  their  Hiscellanies.  and  have  thus  broken  down 
the  mass  of  onr  mental  aliment  (as  chandlers  do  our  corporeal  food) 
into  portions  for  daily  and  weelily  ronsumption,  literature  win  take 
it«  rank  among  the  iitcttmria  (^  fj/V,  and  a  library  wiH  be  considered 
— ss  it  onght  to  be  by  every  man  in  deoent  eircumstsnces — an  indis- 
peotable  part  of  household  fnmitnr«.  Few  persons  would  want  a 
MUection  of  books,  if  one  adapted  to  their  tastes  and  habita  could  b« 
procured  by  laying  out  a  shilling  weekly.  Bnt  we  hesitate  wbra 
£.%  IZa.  are  to  be  expended  in  buying  only  two  qnartoe  or  foar  octavos 
— first,  because  bo  large  a  sum  as  13s.  or  26*.  can  ill  be  spared  at  once ; 
SDCondly,  becanae,  when  books  are  at  sncb  a  price,  we  despair  of 
forming  a  useful  collection ;  and,  thirdly,  that  aa  we  cannot  get  what 
we  would  wish,  we  find  few  single  volnmes  so  temptJDg  as  to  break 
through  our  habit,  and  put  oar  bauds  in  our  pockets.  Bat  things 
Vill  be  greatly  changed  when  the  S2b.  which  buys  only  four  volumes 
at  present,  perhaps  on  one  single  snbject,  will  buy  seventeen  Tolumea 
of  equal  Bize  as  to  reading,  and  embracing  a  great  variety  of  insbnc- 
tive  or  interesdng  matter.  In  a  tew  yearv,  we  predict  that  every 
yonng  man,  when  bis  apprantioeship  is  done,  wiU  lay  aside  a  shilling 
weekly  for  books — that  a  yonng  conple  taking  up  house  will  reckon 
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thir^  or  forty  toIhum  of  Cunatable'i  Miacellvij  m  indiapensBble  m  * 
cltMt  of  dnwera,  or  tu  eight-dky  clock — and  tb&t  the  qneation  >  Who 
u  yolir  BookBellarl'  wiU  be  u  pertinent  in  every  decent  f unily  u 
'Who  u  your  grocer'  or  'clothier!'"' — Seottmmi  qf  Januorg  6, 
1637. 

"  On  Thnraday  laat,  the  10th  cnit.,  the  old,  eztenaive,  and  reepect- 
able  house  of  Meurs.  A.  Conitable  and  Co.  toapended  paymaut — t,a 
event  ao  wholly  oaexpectad  that  it  ia  diffieult  to  lay  whether  regret 
or  Burjiriae  moat  predominated  at  ita  announcement.  For  more  than 
thirty  jttm  Mi.  Conatable  haa  been  at  the  head  of  the  bookselling 
interest  in  Scotland  ;  and,  without  even  excepting  the  London  biblio- 
polea,  wheK^  we  aak,  ia  the  individual  who,  within  that  time,  haa 
pnblisbad  so  many  standard  workil  The  Wnverley  Novels — the 
Poems  and  MisceUaneona  Writings  of  Sir  Walter  Scott— the  Work*  of 
Stewart,  Playfair,  Leslie,  and  Brown — the  Supplement  to  the  Edin- 
burgh Sncydopiedia — Edinburgh  Review,  Annual  Segister,  Gazetteer, 
and  a  hundred  other  books  of  approved  excellence,  have  all  borae  the 
imprint  already  aUnded  to;  and  not  a  few  of  our  Eeglish  authors, 
attracted  by  the  fame  of  Mr.  Constable,  have  been  glad  to  avail  them- 
telveaof  his  serricea  to  introduce  their  wo^  to  public  notice.  Twenty- 
five  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since  the  first  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Keview  appeared,  and  at  that  time  more  than  one  bookseller  was 
deterred  from  aflixing  his  name  to  a  pnblioatiixi  which,  however  full 
of  literary  promise,  aspired  from  the  lirat  to  a  character  of  sturdy 
independenoe.  Mr.  Cunstable,  however,  calculated  better,  aiKl  the 
event  folly  justified  hia.  expectationa.  !Not  many  years  ago  14,000 
copies  of  this  publication  were  piinted  and  sold  four  tiraes  in  the  year; 
and,  for  aught  we  kuow  to  the  cootrsry,  the  same  number  may  be 
circulated  still.  The  property  of  such  a  popular  work  must  have 
yielded  a  very  handaome  income,  even  whan  shared  by  the  gifted 
editor  and  bis  able  coadjutors  ;  and  we  believe  we  do  not  exaggerate 
when  we  say  that,  with  one  exceptioo,  the  Edinburgh  Keview  ha*  put 
more  money  into  the  pockets  of  emineot  literary  meu  than  all  the 
periodical*  of  the  present  age.  Though  the  organ  nf  a  party,  and 
•ometimea  unnecessarily  keen  and  rancorous  in_  discuBaioD,  its  merits 
far  outweigh  its  defects;  aod  the  fine  philosophy,  critical  acumen,  and 
Bti'ong,  straightforward,  manly  seoKV  by  which  it  has  ever  beeu 
oharacteriied,  have  had  no  alight  influence  upon  the  opiniooi,  feelings, 
and  even  the  fortunes  of  the  British  people.  Had  Mr.  Constable 
published  nothing  else,  hia  name  would  hftve  been  advantageoualy 
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known  to  the  public ;  but  with  io  many  other  olainui  to  Attention, 
thkt  man  must  be  deroid  of  ereiy  generonB  emoiioo  vho  doea  not 
aympathize  in  hi«  present  miifortunea.  Time  would  f&il  ui  were  we 
to  ennmentte  sll  the  frieodleei  anthon  he  h&a  from  time  to  time  taken 
bj  the  hand,  and  whose  works  have  been  launehed  into  the  worid 
nncler  the  moat  favonrable  ftuapices,  even  wheu  the  proapect  of  proGt 
was  distant  Or  doubtful.  During  the  laat  twenty  years  the  mott 
eminent  men  in  Great  Britain  have  frequented  hia  shop,  and  nt  at  hit 
table ;  ami  were  the  huaiuees  history  of  Mr.  Constable  written  with  some- 
thing like  the  minuteneea  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  it  would  be  Tery 
difficult  to  conceive  a  book  that  would  be  either  more  iostmctiTe  or 
amusing.  The  Soolftnan,  we  are  glad  to  perceife,  hiuta  tiiat  the  on- 
bsrraasmenta  of  A,  Coiutable  and  Co.  will  only  be  of  a  temporary 
nature ;  uid  rumour  adds  that  the  hoase  haa  been  brought  into  its  pre- 
sent situation  by  the  failure  of  a  great  company  In  London.  Most  happy 
shall  we  be  to  find  the  former  supposition  correct ;  the  reading  and 
tbe  writing  public  can  ill  afford  to  lose  the  services  of  such  a  man,  uid 
nothing  would  give  ns  more  pleaanre  than  to  see  him  again  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  literature  of  oar  country." — DuTrtfriet  Coarier. 

"We  are  concerned  to  leam  that  Mr.  Constable,  oar  late  eminent 
Publisher,  who  had  for  some  time  suffered  severely  under  a  dropaical 
eomplunt,  expired  suddenly,  at  his  house  in  Park  Place,  on  the  aftw- 
noon  of  Saturday.  This  event  hss,  we  confess,  excited  in  oar  minds  a 
train  of  melancholy  recollections  and  regrets ;  and  we  cannot  refrain 
from  thus  publicly  expressing  onr  respect  for  the  memory  of  a  man  who, 
notwithstanding  the  disaatrons  termination  of  liis  professional  careo; 
must  loDg  be  remembered  asa  liberal  friend  of  literary  merit,  and  actave 
promoter  of  those  literary  enterprises  which,  daring  the  hurt  twenty- 
five  years,  have  redounded  so  much  to  the  advantage  and  fame  of  this 
city.  We  do  not  scruple  to  say,  that  we  have  nationality  enongfa  to 
have  derived  a  lively  satisfaction  from  seeing  it  become  an  abject  ol 
desire  among  the  lUtraii  of  the  south  to  contribute  to  its  literary 
undertakings,  and  to  resort  to  it  as  an  advantageous  mart  of  publica- 
tion ;  and,  convinced  at  we  are,  that  this  was  in  no  small  degr«e 
owing  to  the  liberal  views,  tbe  professional  talents,  activity,  And 
address  of  Mr.  Constable — convinced,  moreover,  that  the  opinion  of 
the  public  of  this  place  is,  in  this  respect,  in  unison  with  oar  own,  we 
feel  assured,  that  in  offering  to  his  memory  this  monrnful  tribute  of 
our  private  regard  and  respect,  we  at  the  same  time  give  ntterance  to 
feelings  strongly  felt  by  the  conununity  at  large.     It  is  now  ■< 
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mora  thfta  thirty  yens  nnce  Mr.  Conat^ble  beg&n  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  learned  of  this  city  by  hi«  knowledge  oC  rare  boolci,  ptuiicolarly 
of  those  conDected  with  the  early  literature  of  Scotland  ;  and,  seTsral 
yeare  before  hia  name  became  knawn  to  the  world  aa  a  conaidenble 
pabliaher,  he  had  iocceeded,  as  well  by  the  ameaity  of  his  manners  as 
fay  hia  profeseional  intelligence  and  activity,  in  rendering  his  ahop  the 
fSTomite  resort  of  all  the  more  onrioua  and  aspiring  apirita  of  the 
place.  His  views,  howerer,  were  never  limited  to  the  collection  of 
literary  rarities,  or  to  a  merchacdiae  oonfined  to  the  existing  materials 
of  literature.  He  had  always  longed  to  become  inatrumentol  in  adding 
something  of  importance  to  the  stock  of  knowledge,  and  to  enrol  his 
name  in  the  Hat  of  the  more  liberal  and  enterpriaing  pabliahers  of  the 
day.  Edinbnrgh  fortnnately  posaeaaed  the  means  of  gratifying  this 
laudable  ambition  ;  and  he  aa  fortunately  appeared  at  a  period  when, 
without  Buch  a  man,  her  native  genius  might  have  been  hampered  in 
its  dighta,  or  damped  and  cironmscribed  in  the  ardour  and  range  of  its 
aspiring  exertions.  Hia  fame  as  a  publisher  commenced  with  the 
appearance  of  the  Edinburgh  Keviaw,  which  he  had  the  honour  of 
ushering  into  the  world  ;  and  he  long  ministered  to  its  anccoss  and  its 
glory  by  a  deportment  towards  its  oondnctors  and  aathora  as  discreet 
and  r«apectf(i1  as  it  waa  manly  and  liberal.  Some  year*  after  the  firat 
appearance  of  this  celebrated  Journal,  he  became  the  proprietor  of 
another  national  work — the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  for  which  he 
paid  a  price  that  excited  the  surprise  of  some  of  the  more  timid  of  bis 
brethren,  but  which  waa  amply  warranted  by  measures  and  resolts 
which  his  anperior  intelligence  and  sagacity  had  enabled  him  to  plan 
and  foresee.  When  that  important  work  became  the  property  of  his 
Houae,  the  printing  of  ita  fifth  edition  was  too  far  advanced  to  admit 
of  any  material  improvements  ;  but  Mr.  Conitsble  saw  very  clearly 
that  these  were  larKely  required  in  order  to  place  it  on  a  level  with 
the  knowledge,  the  wants,  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  ;  and  heno*  be 
devised  the  project  of  that  Supplement  which  haa  added  so  mnch  to 
the  value  and  celebrity  of  the  work  to  which  it  was  sppended,  and  to 
the  public  stock  of  useful  knowledge  and  varied  learning.  Many 
doubta  as  to  the  expediency  of  a  supplemental  publication  upon  ao 
extensive  a  scale,  were,  we  believe,  sipreaaed  by  thoae  who  pretended 
to  experience  and  skill  in  such  undertakings  ;  but  Mr.  Constable's 
anticipations  were  fully  realized  by  the  signal  success  of  this  favourite 
design  ;  and  we  have  always  understood,  that  those  highly  liberal 
arraugementa  by  which  be  endeavoured  to  provide  for  ita  naefnlneaa 
and  repntatioD,  and  without  which  the  anooesa  attending  it  never 
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oonld  hsTe  been  BcIiieTed,  ■wen  entiiely  the  reanlt  of  bia  own  mggM- 
tiooa  and  the  dictation  of  his  own  undarataiidiiig.  Dnriog  the 
pnigreu  of  theM  works,  hia  hoiue  wu  atill  further  iggrandtted  by  the 
publication  of  the  writiogt  of  Hr.  Dogald  Stewut  and  Sir  Waltw 
8ooU , — tbe  one  bearing  the  moat  illaBtriooi  name  in  the  serioDi,  a* 
tbe  other  doea  in  the  Ughter  branohee  ^  oat  national  literature.  Hi* 
intercourae  with  the  latter  wae  mnch  more  intimate,  varied,  and  ex- 
tenaive,  and  in  many  napeota  more  rema^abl^  than  was  ever  before 
exemplified  between  author  and  pabliiher.  The  publication,  first  of 
the  highly  popular  Poems,  and  latterly  of  the  atill  more  popular  NdtbU 
of  that  extraordinary  genioa,  noaed  hit  houae  to  the  acme  of  ita  fame; 
and  contributed  atill  more  largely,  perhape,  than  any  other  of  the 
counezionB  that  have  been  mentioned,  to  Uiat  celebrity  ai  a  pnbliahii^ 
eatabliahment  which  it  so  long  enjoyed.  The  author  of  Waverley  baa 
himaelf  borne  honontable  testimony,  in  the  introduction  to  one  of  hii 
novela,  to  Mr.  Conatable'a  merita ;  and  we  are  aatiafied,  that  what  )m 
thna  proclaimed  in  the  prolegomena  of  a  work  of  fiction,  he  would 
repeat,  if  the  opportunity  shall  occur,  with  perfect  sinceriiy,  and  per- 
faapa  greater  force,  in  a  work  of  truth.  How  it  happened,  that  with 
all  the  splendid  ancceaa,  so  beoeScial  aad  hnuourable  to  uur  literatnnt 
which  attended  Mr.  Constable's  undertakiogs,  his  publishiug  career 
ehoold  have  closed  ao  disaatronaly,  we  are  not  very  able,  nor  mud) 
disposed  at  present,  to  inquire.  We  firmly  believe  that  be  proueeded 
onwards  to  that  close,  void  of  any  apprahsnaion  of  such  an  issue,  and 
wboUy  UDConaoioua  of  ita  near  ^proach.  He  bad  just  completed  the 
plan  of  the  Misoellany  which  bears  hia  name,  and  was  busied,  seem- 
ingly, with  well-foonded  hopes,  in  sanguine  calculations  of  the  retuma 
which  it  would  bring  to  bia  honat).  Ita  publication  did  not  take  place 
till  after  the  failure  of  ti>at  establishment ;  and  we  are  happy  to  think 
that  ita  subsequent  success  furnished  some  sokes  for  bis  misfortune^ 
aa  well  as  ainne  alleviation  of  his  bodily  Bufferings  ;  bis  final  under- 
taking thus  [anving  to  be  his  last  and  only  means  of  support.  We 
are  not  irriting  a  fall  or  elaborate  character,  and  do  not  tbetefore  fed 
ouiselvea  called  upon  to  point  out  all  tbe  featurea  of  Mr.  Constable's 
mind  and  conducL  We  have  only  detailed  a  few  particalais,  calcu- 
lated to  justify  the  seutimeata  of  grateful  respect  which  we  eutertaia 
for  hia  memory,  as  by  far  the  meet  eminent  publisher  that  Scotland 
ever  produced.  In  that  line  we  certainly  do  not  expect  aooa  again  to 
see  a  man  joioiDg  anch  profeaaioual  abilities  to  such  liberal  and  ei- 
tetudve  viewa ;  ao  capable  of  appraoiating  literary  merit,  and  ao  aoxiom 
to  find  for  it  onploymeut  and  reward ;  ao  largely  endowed  with  tha 
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duoenunent,  t»ct,  and  numnera  neotMory  to  Dudntain  s  tuefol,  bonoDr- 
abU,  and  bormonioiii  interconiM  with  Utetarj'  mon." — CaledotUaa 
Mereary,  JiUg  23,  1827. 

"  With  mnoh  regret  we  have  to  anaonnce  the  death  of  Archibald 
CoiwtaUe.  .  .  .  F«w  men  in  modem  times,  in  any  department  of  buai- 
uen,  bare  oooQpied  a  larger  apaoe  in  the  pablie  eje.  The  eiteiiuv»- 
nen  and  bold  originality  of  hie  Bpeculatiooa  a*  a  publiaher  would  have 
ooufetred  a  diatinctiiat  npoD  any  man ;  but  when  these  qualitiea  are 
Tiewed  in  connexion  with  his  liberality  to  anthora — a  liberality  which 
waa  onpreoedented — which  to  thecantioua  might  appear  profiuioD,  bnt, 
as  experience  proved,  waa  a  proof  of  hi*  sagacity,  it  may  be  safely  pro- 
BonuMd  that,  in  eveiy  respeet,  he  waa  the  most  eminent  pabliaher  of 
bi*  day.  Staaketpeare  makes  one  of  his  characters  speak  of  a  '  royal 
merchant  i'  and  dHwideriag  the  vastneai,  aplendoar,  and  utility  of 
Ur.  Constable's  nndertakings,  the  term  TogaUy,  ia  Shakespeare's  sense, 
may  safely  be  applied  to  him.  Though  his  business  was  but  that  of  a 
handmaid  to  literature  he  may  in  some  measure  be  said  to  have  been 
tiie  author  of  mnoh  literature,  by  often  pointing  out  untrodden  paths 
to  geoint,  which  otherwise  might  have  escaped  its  searching  eye ;  by 
calling  into  ac^n,  by  means  of  his  liberality,  genius  which  otherwiae 
wouid  ior  ever  have  slumbered ;  and  by  the  ready  patronage  which 
he  extended  to  the  productions  of  genius,  the  excellencies  of  which  he 
oonld  disoover,  but  which  were  concealed  by  fastidiouuiess  or  ignor- 
ance from  the  grosser  vision  of  some  of  bis  brethren.  Indeed,  the 
moat  remarkable  trait  of  hi*  professional  character  seems  to  have  beeat, 
that,  without  being  profoundly  learned,  be  poeseased  an  intuitive  tMte 
and  perception  of  whatever  was  excellent,  rare,  and  likely  to  be 
popular  in  literature — a  taste  and  perception  which  never  deceived 
bim.  Nothing  worthless — nothing  which  had  not  some  high  and 
peculiar  merit,  if  we  make  a  very  few  exceptions,  ever  iasaeil  from 
hia  house ;  and  such  was  the  celebrity  he  hod  acquired  by  the  almost 
uniform  excellence  of  hi*  publications,  that  hia  name  on  the  title-page 
«f  a  work  was  an  almost  certain  pasaport  to  popularity.  Many  have 
published  more  works,  numerically  speaking,  than  Mr.  Constable,  but 
none  has  published  nearly  *a  much  in  sterbng  value ;  hi*  shop  was  a* 
the  centre  of  attraction  to  moat  of  the  master  apirita  of  the  age,  how- 
ever diversilied  their  politica  or  pursnita  might  have  been  ;  and  hence 
a  vast  proportion,  indeed,  of  all  that  ia  not  perishable  in  the  literature 
of  hia  day  wm  uthered  into  the  world  by  him.  Mr.  Constable,  in 
fact,  with  lea*  IniMnirg  than  his  predeoessor  Mr.  Creech,  bat  bang  a 
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bettor  appredstor  of  gcDiui  and  tUeat,  bad  the  higb  merit  of  having 
been  the  first  in  bis  profeurion  to  give  a  great  impalae — '  a  local  habi- 
tation and  a  name ' — to  the  literature  of  hii  own  country,  and  of 
making  Edinbnrgli  a  '  mart  of  publication,'  as  the  Atrreary  has  weE 
eipreued  it,  to  tbe  whole  of  the  empire.  Among  the  most  eon- 
■picuone  of  bis  pubticationB,  and  those  which  will  be  erer  remembemt 
M  forming  eras  in  tbe  history  of  letters,  were  the  Edinburgh  Rerieir 
and  the  Warertey  Norela.  Tbe  Encydopsdia  Britannica  was  s 
stupendous  andertaking ;  but,  perhaps,  the  work  dearest  to  the  man 
of  philosophy  and  science,  of  the  whole  of  his  poblications,  was  the 
Supplement  to  that  Encyclopedia,  the  conception  of  which  exhibita 
Miother  very  prominent  trait  in  his  character.  Much  in  his  specula- 
tions that  apiieared  rssb  and  eccentric  to  others  wss  in  tmth  the 
result  of  the  cslcutationi  of  an  original  and  vigorous  mind — eslcnls- 
tions  too  profonod  to  be  easily  fathomed  by  the  mere  tradesman ;  and 
such  precisely  was  his  undertaking  of  the  Supplement — a  work  whidi 
was  despaired  of  by  many,  but  which,  notwithstanding,  was  eminently 
■nccessfuL  The  latter  days  of  Mr.  Constable  were  clouded  by  dire 
adversity.  The  hnrrioane  of  1825,  which  tore  up  by  the  roota  tbe 
tallest  trees  in  the  cammercial  forest,  and  did  not  spai«  even  the  bmril- 
wood,  lud  him,  '  the  loftieat  of  tbe  lofty,'  prostrate.  The  tremendous 
crash  of  his  downfall,  when  in  bis  '  most  high  and  palmy  state,'  ia  still 
fre«h  in  tbe  memory  of  every  one.  But  though  the  branches  and  trunk 
were  destroyed,  the  root  oontinned  soond  as  ever ;  and,  with  p^ete^ 
natural  vigour,  pnt  forth  iloUi  which  promised  to  repair  the  damage 
done  by  tbe  blast.  His  Miscellany  was  a  wonderfuUy  grand  scheme, 
wbicb  delighted  the  patriot  and  philanthropist,  and  wss,  in  every  way, 
promising.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Constable's  morale,  it  occur*  to  ns, 
that  to  bare  acquired,  as  he  did,  the  esteem  of  the  most  knowing  ssd 
Able  men  of  bis  day,  he  mast  have  possessed  extraordinary  powers  of 
mind,  a  gentlemanly  spirit,  and  a  iooial  diepoaition.  But  nther  than 
tmst  to  ourselves  on  that  subject,  we  would  refer  to  the  ddineatioM 
by  others,  whose  opportunities  of  knowing,  and  aocnrately  jodgiag. 
cannot  be  questioned.  The  following  sketch  of  bis  character  appeared 
in  the  preface  to  the  novel  of  the  Fortunes  of  Nigel,  whose  author  ia 
the  moat  dialiiignished  that  can  be  named  as  a  praotical  philosopher : 
— '  To  this  great  deprivation  has  been  added,  I  trust  for  a  time  only, 
the  loss  of  another  bibliopolical  friend,  whose  vigoroas  intellect,  and 
liberal  ideas,  have  not  only  rendered  his  native  country  the  matt  of 
her  own  literature,  but  established  there  a  Court  oE  Letters,  whidi 
must  command  respect,  even  from  those  most  inclined  to  dissent  froa 
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maoj  of  ita  oanoni.  The  effect  of  thete  ohuigei,  operated  in  &  great 
meuiire  bf  the  strong  iente  uid  sagacioo*  calcnlntiom  of  an  individual, 
who  kaew  how  to  avail  himself,  to  an  unhoped-for  extent,  of  the 
various  kinds  of  talent  which  hie  oonntry  prodaoed,  will  probably 
ap|)ear  more  clearly  to  the  generation  which  shall  follow  the  preaeot.' 
We  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  Conetable  had  been  some  time  engaged 
in  preparing,  at  enoh  intervals  aa  he  could  command,  a  memoir  of  hie 
life,  embracing,  of  coarse,  that  vast  fnnd  of  literary  information  and 
anecdote,  which  hie  long  asaooiatioii  with  ila  highest  and  beat  soarcea 
most  have  led  him  to  obtain,  and  too  valuable  to  sink  with  himself 
into  the  grave.  We  fear,  however,  that  misfortune  and  ill-bealth  mnst 
have  stopped  the  progress  of  the  undertaking ;  but  it  may  still  be 
hoped  that  there  are  materials  for  its  completion,  and  bauds  capable 
of  arranging  and  digesting  them  in  proper  order." — EduAvrgh  Widely 
Chronicle,  Jviy  2S,  1827. 

"  It  it  not  onr  intention  to  obtmde  on  oar  readers  any  elaborate 
details  of  Mr.  Constable's  progress  io  life  and  achievemnnta  aa  the  most 
eminent  bookseller  that  ever  appeared  in  Scotland.  But  we  cannot  con- 
tent ourselves  with  a  mere  formal  notification  of  his  death.  We  have 
known  him  personally  and  intimately  for  many  years — before  be  rose 
from  that  humble  grade  in  which  he  started — after  he  moved  on  the 
high  tide  of  prosperity  and  influence  in  the  literary  world — and,  latterly, 
when  he  lay  on  a  bed  of  sickness,  encompassed  with  the  darkness  that 
blighted  fortanes  shed  around  it — and  we  never  knew  him  but  in  kind- 
ness. Mr.  Constable's  name  is  inHeparably  connected  with  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  periods  of  Scottish  literature — and,  bat  for  him,  several 
of  its  brightest  fumioaries  might  perhaps  have  been  shorn  of  some 
beams.  The  princely  munificence  with  which.  In  many  cases,  he 
requited  the  exertions  of  genius,  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  a  patron  to 
men  of  letters,  and  attracted  round  him,  for  many  yeais,  an  assemblage 
of  authors,  who  have  given  a  stamp  and  character  to  our  times,  which 
will  not  be  obliterated  while  literature  is  cherished  and  the  language 
of  our  country  shall  endure.  He  possessed  an  intuitive  sagacity  and  a 
bold  spirit  of  enterprise  in  all  matter*  connected  with  his  trade  ;  and, 
if  foibles  and  failings  sometimes  marred  the  aspect  of  his  conduct, 
these  must  be  lightly  touched  ;  for  they  were  compensated  by  many 
acta  of  disinterested  friendship  and  genuine  liberality.  The  disasten 
which  ultimately  involved  the  affairs  of  his  house  in  embarrassment, 
were  to  be  ascribed,  we  willingly  believe,  rather  tc  the  vaatneas  and 
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complexity  of  hu  nndertakiiiga,  thmn  to  any  want  of  probity  or  ti 
exertion — ud,  if  hii  apeculAtioDa  had  not  drawn  him  into  the  Tortox, 
which  periodically  diaturba  the  caireut  of  mercantile  a&ira  in  this 
ooontry,  and  which  of  late  iwept  ruiaooaly  over  the  commercial  worU 
— they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  led  to  luaoeat  aa  ^lendid  aa  hit 
projecta  were  praiaeworthy  and  magnificent.  But,  though  hia  fortunes 
have  been  ahipwracked,  and  bia  health  brolun,  and  his  happineaa 
toward*  the  dose  of  life  clouded  by  advenity,  he  wa*  still  cheered  bf 
the  aympathy  and  hindneaa  of  many  ai^ere  frienda,  and  he  haa  lett 
a  name  which  will  be  long  remembered  as  a  benefactor  to  literature ; 
an  ambition  which  he  ardently  cheriahed  throogh  ■  long  period  of  hia 
life,  and  which  remained  unabated  until  all  the  viaiona  of  earthly 
ambition  paaaed  away  from  bia  eyea  for  ever." — TAe  JMtnfrur^A  Hatitr- 
day  Pom,  J«^  28,  1827. 

"  Onf  paper  of  Thursday  laat  contained,  from  a  contemporary,  a  notice 
of  the  late  Mr.  Conatable,  which  gave  so  just  a  view  of  hia  profeaaional 
character,  that  little  remains  to  be  added.  No  one  who  was  not  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  thia  eminent  bookaeller  can  fully  appreciate 
hia  importance  to  the  literature  of  Scotland,  or  the  losa  which  it  haa 
sustained  by  his  deceaae.  He  waa  the  truest  patroa  of  literary  ment 
that  ever  araae  in  thit  country,  and  his  patroaage  drew  after  it  no 
degrading  dependence,  aa  it  merely  consiated  in  the  liheral  payment  of 
literary  labour,  by  which  he  improved  the  condition  of  authors.  He 
waa  entirely  a  practical  mao.  be  had  great  natural  ahrewdnesa  and 
aagacity,  and  a  keen  and  an  intuitive  perceptioD,  if  we  may  so  apeak, 
of  the  selling  qualities  of  hooka,  wliiuh  waa  really  aurpriain^  Ue 
accordingly  saw  what  was  to  be  made  by  literature.  The  spring-tide 
of  knowledge,  which  haa  ever  aince  flowed  upon  the  country  with  auch 
an  irresiatible  stream,  was  j  ust  beginning  to  act  in,  when  he  commenced 
buaineaa ;  he  had  penetration  to  diacem  the  growing  taate  of  the  com- 
munity, and  he  resolved  to  deviate  from  the  beaten  track,  of  reprinting 
old  works,  into  the  moro  aspiring  course  of  publishing  what  was  origi- 
nal and  new.  Tbatbrancb  of  the  boukseUing  trade,  it  will  be  observed, 
which  conaista  in  the  sate  of  old  and  atandard  wocha,  it  not  so  profit- 
able nor  inviting  aa  that  of  an  enterprising  publiaher,  aa  it  is  open,  like 
all  other  trades,  to  competition  i  wbereaa  the  vendor  of  new  publica- 
tioDt,  if  he  chooaes  to  purchase  the  right  of  property,  haa  the  excloaive 
right  of  selling  them  for  a  term  of  yeara.  Thia  trade,  which  it  there- 
fot«  a  strict  monopoly,  and  extremely  profitable,  when  it  is  succesaf oV 
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wu  aearcely  known  in  Eleotland  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  Edin- 
knrgb  B«Tiew ;  it  centred  abnoat  entirely  in  tlie  matropolis,  the  great 
mart  of  the  national  literature ;  and  it  was  Mr.  Constable  who  first 
began,  on  a  greftt  ecale,  this  mannfactnra,  if  we  may  bo  call  it,  of  new 
works  in  onr  Scottitli  metrnpalin.  He  bad  certainly  all  the  qnalitiea 
ueceasary  for  this  difficnlt  aad  huardoas  branch  of  the  bnrineea.  Re 
was  enterpririnj;,  and  he  was  liberal.  He  wu  not  startled  at  ordinary 
difficnlties  ;  and  when  he  waa  once  resolved,  he  was  keen  and  active 
in  tbe  proiecntian  of  his  nbjecta.  Nor  was  he  in  any  decree  fcmsping 
or  narrow  in  his  viewe.  He  did  not  fcrndge  to  those  who  had  borne 
the  toil  a  liberal  share  of  the  proiK.  He  made  a  most  fair  division  of 
the  Htenuy  ipoU ;  and  he  ww  tbtu  the  tme  Uecnnaa  of  Scotland — 
the  real  patron  of  onr  national  literatore — the  conTenient  channel  by 
which  it  wu  diffiised  in  refreshing  streams  over  the  parched  land  of 
igDORUtce,  and  through  which  tbe  retnm  of  profit  naturally  flowed 
back  for  thn  benefit  of  all  concerned.  A  stimnlns  was  thus  given  to 
literatnre ;  rising  merit  waa  fostered ;  and  the  whole  commnnity  in 
this  part  of  tbe  island  may  be  said  to  have  received  an  impulse  from 
this  increased  circalation  of  knowledge.  Tbe  bnsinesn  of  pnblishing  is 
exposed  to  peculiar  hazards.  Mr.  Constable  in  avoiding  these  had  no 
gnide  but  his  own  jndtrraent.  Nor  was  he  accnstomed  to  enter  criti- 
cally into  the  merits  of  literary  works.  This  was  not  tbe  bent  of  bii 
mind,— yet  he  had  a  peculiar  taot  for  ascertaining  their  value.  He 
had  a  practical  test  of  his  own,  by  which  he  seldom  failed  to  estimate 
accnrately  their  worth  in  the  market.  He  had  no  doubt  continual 
opportnniticK  of  hearing  critical  discneaions  and  remarks  by  the  most 
eminent  judges ;  and  he  was  well  qualified  to  profit  by  this  specie*  of 
instruction,  and  to  turn  it  to  acoonnt  in  his  own  line  ;  though  he  never 
servilely  followpd  any  opinions  of  this  sort.  He  patiently  listened  to 
bH  ;  but  drew  his  own  conclosions,  and  acted  on  his  own  views ;  and, 
eondncted  in  this  manner,  the  business  of  pnbllshing  was  not  one  of 
mere  haphaianl,  as  it  has  frequently  been.  By  far  the  greater  part  of 
Mr.  Conotable'a  publications,  considered  aa  commercial  adveoturec, 
were  jndicious  and  fortunate.  We  need  not  mention  the  Edinbnrgh 
Keview,  which  attained  to  the  greatest  circulation  of  any  work  of  the 
■■tne  description,  and  gave  an  entirely  new  aspect  to  our  perioflical 
literature.  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Poems,  and  more  especiaDy  the  Waver- 
ley  Novela,  the  pnbtication  of  which  formed  an  era  in  the  history  of 
tiie  country,  as  containing  tbe  moat  faithful  and  interesting  portrMt 
anywhere  to  be  found  of  our  national  manners  now  daily  failing  into 
oblivion,  had  a  sale  extensive  beyond  all  former  example ;  besides  the 
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Sapplemeiit  to  the  EncydopiEdu,  and  TBiiolu  other  worki  ot  Ian  im< 
port*uce.  Mr.  Cooitkble  hod  b  ■ingalK'  cmpmcity  to  devise  wbRt  wm 
oongeoikl  to  the  pnblio  tMte ;  and  in  fixing  on  eveu  (be  luort  nimuto 
details  he  diaplayed  eqasl  anxiety  and  jadgment.  The  iMt  woit 
which  deeply  engaged  hia  attention,  and  vhich  aeemed  to  tolace  the 
hoon  of  a  long  and  painful'  illnen,  waa  hia  MiaceUanyj  in  aketch- 
iag  ont  the  plan  of  thit  pablioation,  and  alao  in  the  different  aeleotiona 
by  which  be  contrived  to  render  it  bo  amndng,  he  frequently  di>- 
covered,  under  the  preaaore  of  levere  bodily  aoffering,  a  vigonr  of 
judgment,  and  a  bnaineaa'iike  diacrimination,  that  waa  worthy  of  hia 
best  days.  To  Hr.  Constable's  misfortunes  we  forbear  to  allude, 
further  than  to  aay,  that  he  had  friends  who  did  not  abandon  him  ia 
his  (dveraity,  and  who  continued  to  aid  him  in  bis  riews  with  a  gene- 
roaily  which  reflects  npon  them  the  higheat  hooonr." — Edmimnih 
&>aiatii  Cotiranl,  Jtdy  30,  1S27. 

"  When  a  man  like  Mr.  Conetable  diea  a  daty  eeems  to  devolve  npon 
those  whose  circnmatanoes  may  qtulify  for  the  taak ; — it  is  to  recall  to 
the  recollectioii  of  his  countrymen  some  of  the  leading  features  in  the 
life  and  character  of  one  who  kept  himself  for  ao  many  yean  in  the 
immediate  eye  of  the  public  To  have  it  iu  one's  power  to  bestow 
npon  his  talents,  and  the  use  he  made  of  them,  a  jost  and  liberal  meed  of 
pnise,  i«  at  once  soothing  to  the  feeling*  of  private  friendship,  and  some- 
thing like  the  discharge  of  a  moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  sorriTor, 
It  is  a  trite  remark  that.publisben  make  authors ;  and  though  it  ia  per- 
haps equally  true  that  the  spirit  of  an  age  or  a  nation  makes  both,  it 
certainly  cannot  be  denied  that  a  bookaeller  of  enlightened  understand- 
ing ertenaive  conneiions,  and  great  pecuniary  resources,  poeaessea  an 
inflneuce  over  the  literature  of  hii  day,  the  extent  of  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  estimate.  Such  a  bookaeller  waa  Hr.  Constable.  Be- 
fore bis  time  the  literatnre,  not  only  of  Scotland,  but  to  a  certain 
degree  even  of  England  and  Iralaud,  was  never  concentrated,  as  he 
cuntrived  it  should  be,  in  the  focas  of  Edinburgh ;  and,  considering 
the  recmt  disasteis  in  the  trade,  we  much  fear  that  some  time  will  tdapae 
before  a  successor  appear  worthy  of  supplying  the  place  which  he  has 
left  vacant.  To  Mr.  Constable  belonged  one  of  Iboae  enterpriaiog  and 
inteUigent  minds  which  would  have  diatingiiiahed  him  from  the  oom- 
mon  herd,  in  whatever  pursnit  he  might  have  chosen  to  engage.  For- 
tunately, early  habita  and  deep-rooted  inclination  fixed  hia  attentiao 
on  that  which,  above  all  others,  gave  scope  for  the  eierciae  of  his 
peculiar  talents,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  by  otsistituting  him  ■ 
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pioDcer  in  the  marcli  of  knowledge,  plaoed  in  hu  hknda  »  gnat  and 
importaiit  tnut.  How  well  he  redeemed  th»t  tnut  needs  not  to  be 
told  by  m.  Mr.  Cotutsble,  from  the  firat^  waa  ambitioiu;  but  bit 
unbitioD  waa  of  that  higher  and  nobler  kind  which  aim*  at  aeU-eialta- 
tion,  not  npon  the  ruin,  bat  the  triumphant  aacceae  of  othen.  Pro- 
ceeding oouttuitiy  apou  a  principle  bo  laudable,  and  guided  alwaya  in 
hi*  oommeMial  tranaaotiDns  by  the  moat  comprehenaive  and  honourable 
views,  it  will  eaaily  be  believed  that  he  frequently  appeareil  far  more 
MiKioua  to  extend  the  tepntatioa  of  bin  connby,  by  eocouiaging  the 
genins  to  which  it  gave  birth,  than  to  aggrandize  himself  or  advAnce 
his  own  intereata.  Even  in  the  meridian  of  Ms  power  and  popularity, 
when  but  to  frequent  his  shop  was  looked  upon  aa  one  of  the  prerogsr 
tive*  of  a  man  of  lettera,  he  was  never  known  to  turn  haughtily  away,  as 
some  are  but  too  apt  to  do,  from  the  humble  aspirant  after  literary  fame ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  delighted  in  singling  out  from  the  crowd  such 
•a  merited  that  enoonragement  he  was  so  able  and  willing  to  give. 
Nor  waa  hia  liberality  unrewarded.  To  say  that  it  elicited  talent 
■nrpaased  in  no  period  of  the  world's  history,  is  bat  to  repeat,  in 
feeble  terms,  what  the  Waverley  Novell,  the  Edinburgh  Review,  the 
Encyclopedia  Britannica  and  ita  Supplement,  hare  already  proclaimed 
in  characten  of  dazzling  lustre.  Bat  even  amoDg  theae  maater  apirita, 
whose  minda  have  given  to  the  age  we  Eve  in  '  its  form  and  pressure,' 
Mr.  Constable  waa  ever  respected  and  esteemed.  He  was  not  the 
mere  man  of  basineH — the  mere  necessary  tool  in  the  hands  of  genius ; 
he  was  the  oompaoion,  the  adviser,  Uie  friend.  Thia,  of  itself,  ia  no 
mean  eulogium,  and  plaoea  him  at  once  in  a  tank  which  few,  perhapa 
Done,  of  his  brethren  have  yet  attained.  Whilst  in  publio,  his  conduct 
was  ever  marked  by  the  moat  scrupulous  attention  to  the  open,  gener- 
ona,  and  honourable  dealing  of  a  '  royal  merchant ; '  he  was  in  private 
not  more  characterized  by  his  easy  and  affable  manner,  than  by  hia 
gentlemanly  and  dignified  deportment. 

"  The  failure  of  the  house  of  Uessn.  Constable  and  Co.  was  one  of 
those  accidents  to  which  all  great  mercantile  concerns  are  subject 
The  affairs  of  the  JCdiaburgh  branch  were  too  deeply  intermiagled 
with  those  of  the  house  in  London  to  be  able  to  survive  ita  downfaU. 
The  astoDiahment  and  n^ret  excited  by  this  event — feelings  which 
have  hardly  yet  sabsided — may  be  looked  npon  aa  some  criterion  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  that  proaperity  which  waa  so  suddenly 
overthrown.  But  Mr.  Constable  retired  from  business,  if  not  with 
that  ^lat  and  splendour  which  his  exertions  ought  to  have  secured  for 
fiiti,  at  least  ndth  that  unsullied  reputation  and  conaciooi  iutegri^ 
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which  are  the  beat  compuiioni  of  adTsnity.  It  wu  not  in  hia  power 
to  amtnuind  uninterrupted  eacMM ;  hot  be  did  wH  thftt  man  can  do^ 
he  detmed  it.  It  is  a  more  melancholy  consideTatdon,  th&t  ft  long  [««- 
tracted  conm  of  ill-health  ihould  hare  embittered  hU  liat  dajt,  and 
ahnt  him  not  not  only  from  the  world,  hnt  evsn  from  most  of  his  frienda. 
Hia  complaiatB  were  of  a  confinned  dropsical  natnre,  and  though 
anxianH  to  stmi^le  agttimt  them,  the  disease  wai  too  iiowerfni.  Even 
under  its  prassnre,  however,  his  mind  wM  not  inactive.  The  extensive 
and  admirably  conoeiTed  arrangemeDti  he  saw  it  necessary  to  mako 
preparatory  to  the  publication  of  hia  Miscellany-^a  work  whicli,  for 
its  utility  in  the  dissemination  of  nsefnl  knowledge,  holds  the  first 
rank  among  the  publieationa  of  the  day — reflect  upon  hia  memory  tfaa 
highest  honour,  and,  we  doubt  not,  will  long  oontinne  a  living  record 
of  his  abilities.  It  gives  ns  much  pleasure  to  understand  that  the 
Miscellany  is  to  be  carried  on  under  the  same  auapioes  as  fonnetly,  for 
the  benefit  of  hia  family,  and  besides  the  claim  which  its  own  intrinsia 
merits  gives  it  upon  public  attention,  we  are  certain  that,  if  anything 
could  enhance  that  claim,  it  would  be  the  desire  which  most  be  nni- 
versally  felt  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  hia  memory  in  the  most 
Sigreeable  of  all  ways— by  adding  to  the  comforts  of  hia  nearest  surviv- 
ing  relativea.  Mr.  Constable's  death,  thongk  not  unexpected,  waa 
sadden ;  and  was  occasioned,  not,  as  has  bem  erroneonaly  stated  by  a 
contemporary,  by  the  bursting  of  a  blood-vessel,  bat  by  the  pressnre 
of  water  on  hia  chest  He  was  bnried  in  the  Old  Calton  BnryiDK- 
gronnd,  and  his  fimerol  was  numeroualy  and  most  respectably  attended. 
Bnt  one  feeling  seeming  to  pervade  all  present,  that  they  had  lost  a 
friend,  and  bis  country  a  benefactor. — H.  Q.  B." — Bdinburgh  ObKerter, 
Jvis  31,  1827. 

"  In  our  last,  it  was  oar  melancholy  dnty  to  annonnce  the  death  <4 
Mr.  Constable,  the  celebrated  Edinburgh  publisher  and  bookseller. 
This  gentleman's  name  had  been  so  clasely,  and  in  >o  diatJngalshed  a 
manner,  identified  with  British  Literature  daring  the  lost  quarter  of  a 
century,  that  every  event  which  befell  him  became  matter  of  prominent 
interest — particularly  since,  'fallen  from  his  high  estate,'  the  dond 
that  dimmed  the  evening  of  bia  Lfe  first  descended  npon  hut  prospects. 
l%e  interest  of  wUch  Mr.  Constable  thus  became  the  object  was  by 
no  means  the  resnlt  of  those  adventitions  drcnmstances  tbat  often,  by 
nnlooked-for  combinations,  elevate  into  inflnence  and  notice  indivi- 
duala  whose  merits  entitle  them  only  to  an  obscurity  deeper  in  degrea 
than  that  of  their  fellows.    Hia  correct  appreciation  of  pnblk  tasta 
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and  (eding,  his  diKenunent  of  liteniy  talent,  and  bia  cmterpriaing 
liberalit;  in  directiDg  and  rewarding  iti  ezertiona — tlieae  were  the 
means  by  which  he  procured  hia  diatinctioQ,  and  these  also  were  tlie 
meaiM  bj  which  he  retained  it.  Previous  to  his  advent — if  we  tnaj  ~-] 
so  use  the  term — Edinburgh  held  bat  an  inugnificant  nnk  m  a  pub-  ' 
lishing  dtf  and  a  mart  for  Kterarr  talent.  Every  author  who  aspired 
to  genenJ  fame  and  standard  respectability,  printed  and  published  his 
works  in  London,  and  to  that  point  also  he  looked  for  the  critictd 
verdict  that  should  smooth  bis  way  to  immortality,  or  consign  him  to 
oblivion.  The  eatabliahment  by  Mr.  Constable  of  the  Edinburgh 
Beview  effected  a  q>eedy  change  in  these  two  partionlars.  The  genius 
with  which  Scotland  abounded  at  once  raised  its  voice  in  the  metro- 
polis of  its  own  country,  and  assumed  *  divided  empire '  with  that  of 
the  metropolis  of  England.  Publication  followed  in  the  train  of  criti-  J 
cism ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  at  length 
folly  established  the  chaiscter  and  independence  of  Edinburgh  litera- 
ture. The  subsequent  pnblicatioa  of  the  Supplement,  the  Waverley 
Novels,  and,  more  recently,  of  the  Mlecellany,  perpetuated  and  itiU 
farther  enhanced  that  character  and  independence ;  and  for  these 
reasons  Edinbnrgh  is,  and  long  has  been,  eqnally  eligible  with  London 
a*  a  place  of  pubboation,  and  perhaps  more  formidable  than  the  latter 
as  a  place  of  refined  and  enlightened  critioiBm.     - 

"  To  this  ultimate  result  others  beeides  Hr.  Constalde  have  no 
donbt  contributed — but  merely,  however,  in  a  secondary  degree.  To 
Mr.  Constable  belongs  the  merit  of  having  first  explored  and  rendered 
the  path  easy,  and  with  everything  brtUiant  and  masterly  in  the  pub- 
liebiug  department  in  Edinburgh  during  his  career  is  hi*  name  pre- 
eminently associated.  We  stop  not  here  to  notice  the  invidious 
remark  which  of  late  has  obtained  such  general  currency — that  Mr. 
Constable,  by  carrying  speculation  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence, 
induced  a  literary  plethora,  which,  in  its  evil  consequences,  ultimately 
counterbalanced  the  good  lliat  preceded  it.  This  fallacy  is  of  itsslf 
too  transparent  to  require  to  be  held  up  for  detection  between  the  eye 
of  resaon  and  the  light  of  trnth ;  but  even  were  it  otherwise,  could 
the  extravagance  of  others  in  pushing  to  an  extreme  a  first  impulse,  be 
justly  charged  on  the  person  by  whom  thst  first  impulse  wss  com- 
municated T  Peace  to  the  manes  of  Archibald  Constable  I  If  he 
erred,  he  did  so  as  a  generous  spiiit  errs — on  the  side  of  Uberality. 
The  indigence  in  which  be  died  is  the  best  witnees  of  his  integrity, 
Kai  the  respect  which,  in  hia  misfortunes,  continued  to  be  paid  to  him 
by  all  clanei,  demonstrates  how  uniform  on  this  point  were  the 
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thonglits  of  tbe  pnblio.  On  commeDciag  hia  WieellHir,  nuuiy  t*l«ot«d 
iudiTidoftb — wnne  actnated  by  gratitode,  •ome  bj  generoiu  Bympathy 
— cftme  fonrard  to  Biipport  him  in  hi>  nndertaking,  and  thai,  while 
they  proved  tlie  eiteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  best  acqnainted 
with  hia  conduct,  an  opportunity  wu  afforded  of  lihewise  aBcertainiiig 
the  leatiineute  of  the  literary  world  in  general;  and  never  wat  an 
expreaaion  of  pnblio  aeDtiment  mare  honourable,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  extenaire  circulation  which  the  Miacellany  immediately  ohtained 
and  haa  alwaya  commanded.  Among  the  indlvidiuUs  who  thua  oame 
forward  to  lupport  Mr.  Conatable,  aa  above  stated,  it  wonid  be  injnatiee 
to  paaa  over  the  name  of  Captain  Buil  Hall,  the  celebrated  author  of 
Voyages  to  Loo-Cboo  and  South  America.  This  gentleman,  to  hia 
bating  hononj,  presented  Mr.  Constable  with  the  copyright  of  his 
admirable  works,  valued  at  one  thontand  pounds  aterling ;  and  to 
these  was  no  doubt  owing  much  of  that  high  itatiu  which  the  Mis- 
cellany obtained  immediately  on  its  appearance^  This  act  of  Captain 
Hall  will  be  remembered  so  long  as  high'minded  generosity  shall  find 
an  admirer,  and  in  the  biography  of  Constable,  which  we  hope  to  see 
ere  long  attempted,  it  will  fonn  an  incident  not  less  honourable  to 
him  who  received,  than  to  lum  who  bestowed,  the  kindness. 

"We  learn  with  very  sincere  pleasure  that  the  Miscellaay,  notwith- 
standing the  de«th  of  its  lameoted  projector,  is  still  to  be  continued 
for  the  benefit  of  hia  family.  The  intrinaia  merit  of  the  work  itself 
fully  intnrea  its  continued  success  ;  but  were  any  other  circumstance 
neceassry  to  this  effect^  no  one  could  be  so  influential  sa  the  melancbcdy 
fact,  that,  after  more  than  thirty  years  of  enterpriie  and  unwearied 
exertion,  this  was  the  only  legacy  which  Hr.  Constable  poasessed  ths 
power  ol  bequeathing  to  his  wife  and  ohildien." — QIaegov  Free  Prmt, 
Jvly  28, 1627. 
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Thi  follovring  genealogical  memoranda  preoeded  the  sorap  of  suto~ 
biography  which  frill  be  formd  at  the  begiiming  ol  ibe  fint  Tolome  of 
the  preaeot  work.  Tliey  were  taken  down  from  my  father's  dictataou 
in  1821,  My  brother  David,  who  waa  ammaoniia  on  the  occaaion, 
ha«  appended  to  the  family  detaila  the  followiiig  aanteDcet ; — "  I  have 
many  certified  ooticet  from  Pariah  Regiatera  of  my  father'*  predecea- 
■ori  m  Fife,  whioh  carry  np  the  lettlemeiit  of  penona  of  the  name  of 
Constable  (who  hod  evidently  come  from  Yorkshire)  to  an  entry  which 
I^mont  of  Newton  has  made  in  his  diary  in  Jnne  1649,' — '  Andro 
Lawmonthe  retnmed  from  England,  wha  tolde  that  bii  elde«t  sister, 
Janet  L.,  waa  maried  npon  a  minister  in  Yorkthyre,  called  Ur.  Con- 
■table,  as  also,  that  hia  nnole,  Mr.  Walter,  wm  maried  with  ane  olde 
gentellwoman  therby.'  My  own  opinion  is  that  those  of  the  name 
who  settled  at  that  time  in  Fife  were  the  duMren  of  Sir  W.  Constable, 
who  was  attainted  tffler  hit  death  a»  a  regicide ;  bat  it  wonld  reqnire 
some  investigation  of  registers  in  Yoiishire  to  settle  that  point.  I 
know  npon  good  authority  that  my  father's  name  and  my  own  are  in 
the  entail  of  an  estate  in  YorkBhir&" 

My  father's  memoranda  are  as  follows: — "John  Constable  and 
Isobel  Green,  his  wife,  whO'r«uded  at  Eincaple,  bad  a  son,  John 
Constable,  bora  titere  in  1641,  as  will  be  found  in  the  Register  of 
Biqitisms  of  St.  Andrews.  I  always  nnderstood  these  partiea  to  be 
the  first  of  the  name  in  Scotland,*  and  to  have  oome  from  Uie 
neighbonrhood  of  Hnll,  in  Yorkshire.  They  were  nearly  related,  I 
believe,  to  the  Hev.  Mr.  Crautable  mentioned  in  The  Chronicle  of 
Fife,  who  married  one  of  the  Lamonbi  of  Kewton,  as  will  be  seen  by 


"John  Constable  waa  educated  at  the  Univernty  of  St.  Andrews, 
and  waa  a  person  of  connderabls  note  in  his  day.     The  late  George 

'  Bee  The  Chroiiicle  al  Fife,  V'  S-    4to.    Edlnbiugh,  1810. 
■  There  Is  In  my  posaesaion  a  oopy  of  the  Testament  of  Johnne  Constable, 
abnrges*  oIDondee,  dated  Sth  February  IfiSS.— T.  C. 
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CoDsUble  of  WaUaee  Gnigie — ui  mtdmftte  crony  knd  friend  of  my 
gnudnncle,  Chulei  Contrti.ble  of  Peelwella  and  Uooriull,  whc  copnted 
kindred  with  mch.  other  as  secoad  cooaiiis — ponesBed  a  portrait  of 
lum,  which  he  told  me  had  been  placed  in  hia  handa  aa  a  relation,  by 
two  old  ladiee  who  were  danghters  (or  granddanghtera)  of  the  nid 
John  Canitable.  It  is  now  in  the  poaaenion  of  Mils  Conatable  of 
Dandee,  who  caila  it  a  porbait  of  Sir  John  Conatable.  There  must  be 
some  miatafce  in  thia  atatement,  which  I  have  often  wiahed  to  aacertain 
and  rectify,  and  which,  perhaps,  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Conatable, 
which  occurred  in  1803,  alone  prevented. 

"  Oeoi^  Conatable,  who  waa  a  writer  in  Edinlmrgh,  and  lived  to  • 
oonuderable  age,  wae  a  very  worthy  old  gentleman,  and  entailed  an 
estate  of  hia  own  acquiaition  on  the  family  of  hia  sitter,  Mn.  Brown, 
who  now  enjoy  it,  and  take  the  name  of  Conatable.  He  ia  the  indi- 
ridoal  whom  the  anthor  of  The  Antiquary  had  ia  his  eye  as  Jonathan 
Oldbuck.  I  poBsnaa  a  cnriona  full-length  drawing  of  him  by  Eay,  and 
in  my  early  life  it  waa  my  delight  and  good  fortune  to  pass  mnch  time 
with  him  daring  hia  viaita  to  Edinbnigh.  With  hia  nephewi  in  the 
male  line  I  have  always  been  on  terms  of  friendship  and  intimaey. 
They  verc^  the  Bev.  Thomaa  Constable,  minister  of  Liff,  near  Dundee 
who  died  in  April  1817 ;  George  Constable,  Colonel  in  the  Beugsl 
ArtiUery  (C^itain  Hadntyre  of  The  Antiquary],  an  excellent  man,  who 
ranka  high  in  his  profession  ;  and  James  Constable^  for  many  years  a 
■urgetm  in  Jamaica.  These  have  several  sisters  now  living  (1821). 
Colonel  George  Conatable  haa  a  son  and  daughter.  The  son  is  in 
India,  and  ia  the  only  male  branch  of  the  family;  he  ia,  I  believe, 
illegitimate.  William  Constable^  watchmaker  in  Dundee,  who  has 
many  children,  and  is  a  moat  excellent  man,  ia  a  not  distant  relation 
of  thia  family. 

<' John  CoQstable  (bom  in  1641)  was  the  father  of  John  Constable, 
who  married,  at  Leuchan,  Euphemia  Rom,  his  first  wife,  who  bore  to 
him,  January  29,  1698,  John  Constable,  my  grandfather.  Hia  father, 
who  resided  at  Lenchara,  I  always  nnderstood  to  be  the  grandsim  of 
the  individoal  whose  portrait  haa  been  mentioned.  I  have  no  docu- 
ments in  my  posseaiion,  but  by  means  of  records  and  otherwise  it  may 
be  aacertained,  and  nay  hereafter  be  an  object  of  my  inquiry.  I 
visited  an  old  lady,  my  grandaunt,  at  Leuchars,  about  the  year  1786, 
who  entertained  me  with  many  family  anecdotes.  Her  father  had 
been  a  man  of  inventive  genius,  and  had  devised  some  new  |dece  of 
machinery,  used,  I  think,  in  com-milla.  From  the  parish  records  it 
appears  that  he  was  alao  a  leader  in  Church  matters,  often  member  of 
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Presbytery  in  tbe  G«iMnJ  AHembly,  ud  on  one  occamon  (1707)  le- 
|>resenting  the  Preabytery  of  Capar  in  the  Mttlement  of  a  Hr,  Bobert- 
■on  u  miniator  of  the  pwuh  of  Leaohua.  Hu  cominusion  on  tb»t 
oocMion  ui  in  my  poMeaaion.  He  waa  a  vell-edncated  man.  Uy 
gnndf»ther  having  been  hia  eldest  ion,  I  am  hia  repreeentative. 

"  My  greatgrandfather  married  a  aeoond  time,  Ann  Robertaon,  who 
bore  him  five  aona  and  three  daoghten.  Charlea,  the  fonrth  aon,  born 
in  171^  waa  bred  a  fanner,  and  aattled  in  Berwickshire,  where  he 
acquired  the  eatatea  of  Peelwalla  and  Moorhall,  and  wm  the  first  who 
introdnoed  modarn  improrementa  in  agrioolture  in  that  oonnty.  One 
of  hia  eatatea — both  of  which  he  had  planted  and  improTed — he  aold 
in  hia  lifetime,  the  other  descended  to  hia  aon,  the  late  John  Oonatable 
(^HoorhalL 

"My  gnuidfather,  eldeat  aon  of  John  Conatable  of  Lenehara,  alao 
bred  a  fanner,  settled  at  Amoroach,  in  the  pariah  of  CambM.  He 
waa  twice  married,— firat,  on  May  18, 1721,  to  Etiiabeth  Hean,  who 
had  no  family,  and  aecond,  to  Margaret  Biaaet,  who  bore  bim  foor 
■on^  three  of  whom  died  young.  Thomaa,  bom  in  1737,  waa  my 
father,*  who  married,  in  the  year  1762,  Elizabeth  Mylea,  daughter  of 
John  Mylea,  fanner  at  East  Pitcorthy,  and  granddaughter  of  tho 
mjnijtnr  of  FUak.     Of  their  aeven  children  I  am  the  only  known  sor- 


>  A  short  notice  of  him  will  be  found  in 
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tyne,  266-273  ;  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Constable  regarding  Mr. 
Bobinaon's   request  for   extenave 


s  for  security,  and  plan 
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for  nisiDg  monej,  38S-399 ;  far- 
ther cotreipoiideDce  oa  tlie  cruja, 
401-421 ;  the  putnenhip  with 
Mr.  CoiuUble  ended,  427  ;  Scott 
coatiniiea  hit  conaexioD  with  Ur. 
Cadell,  427,  428,  430,  431. 

W.    A.,  onntributor  to  Edin- 

burgb  Ouetteer,  iL  381. 

Calcott,  Sir  Angnatiu,  ii.  285. 

Callander,  Mr.,  of  Craigforth,  hii 
MB.  notes  on  a  cop;  of  Speiuer'i 
Fairy  Queen,  i.  16. 

Cuneron,  Robert,  paper-maker  at 
Glenesk,  iL  603. 

Camidge,  John,  orgaairt  of  York 
Cathedral,  i.  73,  86. 

Campbell,  Alexander,  hiitoHau,  poet, 
eto.,  ii.  236. 

Lord  Frederick,  i,  448. 

Sir  lalay,   Lord   Prwident,   i. 

244. 

Thomaa,   L    161 ;   ContSnental 

tonr  propoaed,  163-166  (  the  Exile 
of  Erin,  166;  Specimena  of  the 
Poeta,  167  ;  correapoudence  with 
Scott,  Mnn*y,  and  Coekburti, 
ngarding  them,  177-184;  hli 
Bictorj  of  England,  168;  filial 
affection,  167,  176;  letter  to 
Mnrray  aa  to  a  new  Magazine, 
184-189)  Leyden  and  Campbell, 
202,  314. 

Mra.,  of  Stonefield,  iii.  433. 

Cambee,  L  6. 

Carey,  Kobert,  Earl  ot  Uonmonth, 
Memoir*  of,  edited  b;  Soott^  ill 
9. 

Carleton,  CaptMn  George,  Memoira 
.  o^  edited  by  Soott,  iii,  9. 

John,  ia  224. 

Canute,  Sir  D.,  i.  66. 


Carpenter,  Mr.,  iiL  119. 
Cantaiis,  John,  of  Abchorch  I 


i.77,  i 


B  leq. 


Carawell,  Joha,  Kihop  of  Iaaii)oi«, 
hia  tranalation  of  Knoz'a  Liturgy 
into  Gaelic,  I  200.  . 

Caatlereagh,  Lord,  ii.  122. 

Cataloguea,  early,  I  13-16. 

Cathcart,  Sir  Andrew,  i.  104. 

Robert,  OMoraed  a*  partner,  L 

166;  iL  202;  correapondenoa  witli 
Mr.  Constable,  292-307 ;  hia  death, 
L  446;  iL  308;  letter  of  Mr. 
Constable  to  Mr.  Scott  Monctiefl' 
aa  to  Mr.  Cathcart'a  share  in  the 
partoerahip,  30S-311. 

Catholic  emancipation,  L  294. 

Cerretto,  Mr.,  L  126. 

"ChaIdeeManaBcript,"the,iL336aq^. 

Chalmen,  Dsrid,  of  Ormonde,  hia 
Practiqua  qfthe  Lata  oj  ScoiUaii, 
L  14. 

George,    L    21,    34,    88,    99, 

107,  261,  262,  277  «?.,  487;  iiL 
174;  hit  "Caledonia,"  L  360, 
413-418,  426  mj.;  sojonm  in 
America,  406 ;  hia  Life  of  Allan 
Eamaay,  406 ;  visit  to  Edinburgh, 
409  ;  correapondence,  413-464, 
602;  iL  142;  hi*  death,  L  465; 
his  library,  466. 

James  (nephew  of  George],  L 

450,  456,  466. 

Dr.  Thomas,  letter  from,  L  62 ; 

removal  from  St.  Andrews,  iL 
210. 

Chambers,  Robert,  i.  42;  commence- 
ment of  his  literary  career,  iL 
466;  letteia  to  Mr.  Cooatahl^ 
466-470. 

Dr.  William,  ii  469. 


byGoogle 


Clurlat  n., — works    illuitntiTe   of 

butime,  iiL  210-213. 
duirtuon,  Alexftoder,  Profenor  of 

Hnnuoi^,  Edinburgh  Onivenity, 

L  326. 
Cioeco,  tTMwUtimu  ot,  i.  252,  3S7. 
Clerk,  Jotin  (Lord  Eldin),  i.  68,  61, 

138  ;  iL  142 ;  liifi  purobMe  of  the 

GordoDitonn    library    from    Mr. 

CoiuUble,  L  400-403. 
Clifford,  Mr.,  of  Tirall,  i.  420,  430. 
Cobbatt,  William,  i.  248. 
Cocklnun,    Lord,    faia    eotimate    of 

Archibald  Couatable  in  Memorialt 

>lf  Aia  ovTa  Time,  i.  1 ;  oa  establiah- 

ment  of  BdMntrgh  BexAew,  48, 50 ; 

notlM  of  Alexander  Murray,  213. 
WilliMD,  bookleller  in  Pitt«n- 

CovffTABL^  Abchibaij),  birth  and 
edncation,  L  S ;  apprenticed  to 
Peter  Hill  in  Edinburgh,  7-9 ; 
eariy  frisnda,  9-lS  ;  hit  father'* 
death  in  1791,  13;  catalogne  of 
the  Hatton  library,  15  ;  marria^ 
to  MiM  WilliMn,  17,  37 ;  begini 
bnainesB  (1795),  17  ;  first  riait  to 
London,  18,  37  ;  book-bnating  in 
Scotland,  19  ;  publication  of  firtt 
aale^oatalogoe,  21  ;  early  patrons, 
SI-25  ;  pablicationa  during  early 
bnainen  years,  25  aeq.,  44  leq., 
161  »eq.;  lint  connexion  irith  Sir 
Walter  Soott  (1800),  liL  3  <m<s 
Soott,  Sir  Walter);  partnenhip 
with  Mr.  Alexander  Oibaon  Honter 
of  Blacknen  (1804-11),  L  47,  58 
ttq.,    153,    160 ;   iii.   69 ;  lerions 

;  iUneu  (1806),  i.  361  ;  branch 
eelabliehed  in  London,  44,  143, 
146,  147  1  ii  422  ;  iiL  33  i  part- 


nership with  Mr.  Bobert  Catbcart, 
(1811-12),  L  446,447;  ii.  292^9.; 
iii  69;  copyright  of  Encyclopedia 
Britannica  acquired,  iL  36,  208 
teq.;  annniption  of  Mr-  Bobert 
CadeU  as  partner  (1812],  L  166, 
321  1  visit  to  London  (1S14),  iiL 
71  ;  death  of  Mrs.  Constable,  iL 
116;  iiL  73-75;  EUzabeth,  hia 
eldest  danghter,  married  to  Mr. 
Bobert  Cadell,  iiL  100  ;  Mr.  Con- 
stable's second  marriage,  108  ; 
Mrs.  CadeU's  death  (1818),  iL  07, 
385;  iiL  108x^purcha»e  of  all 
Scott'a  worked  at  January  1819, 
iiL  122  ;  death  of  hia  mother, 
Elizabelh  Myles  (1819),  L  13  ;  iu. 
601  ;  removal  to  England  (Spring 
1821)onaccontit  of  health,  L  455; 
iL  172;  iii.  149-232,471)  diasoln- 
tion  of  partnership  with  Mr.  Cadall 
suggested  and  averted,  iiL  229- 
236 ;  visit  to  London  (April  1823), 
261  ;  correspondence  wilb  Scott 
on  financial  matters,  274-288  ; 
death  of  hi*  daughter  Catherine 
(1824),  301, 302, 449;  accountant's 
examination  of  the  firm's  traosao- 
tiona  with  James  Ballantyne  and 
Co.  objected  to  by  Scott,  473; 
shadows  begin  to  fall — oorrespon- 
denoe  with  J.  0-  Bobinson,  333 
teq. !  visit  to  London  in  connexion 
with  the  "  Miscellany,"  366  ; 
crisia  approaching — correspondence 
snent  measures  for  security,  377 
mq. ;  visit  to  London  (Jauuaiy 
1826),  400 ;  hope  extinguished, 
407  ;  aepanition  of  the  partners, 
427;  tMliog  health,  439,  447  ;  hia 
death,   451  ;     retrospect    of    hi* 
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career,  463 ;  opmifiiiB  of  the  prew 
at  the  period  of  the  catMrtrophe, 
and  obituary  noticai,  477-496 ; 
geaealogioal  memoranda,  499-601. 
See  Cadell,  R. ;  Robiusoii,  J.  O. 

CoDStable,  David,  eldeat  aon  of  Archi- 
bald Constable,  L  387,  446,  461, 
465  (ii.  376,379 ;  aketchof  hii  earl; 
life,  iL  106  i  reaidenoe  in  Loadon, 
108]  ContineDtal  tour,  116-137; 
atodiei  for  the  bar,  14S-144 ;  hit- 
tone  reaearch,  142 ;  litem?  cor- 
respondent*, 142,  621-627;  hu 
marriage,  147,  state  of  hia  health, 
14S-148  1  ktten  to  merob«ra  of 
hia  family,  146,  1S2  ;  his  death, 
166 ;  lines  to  the  Spring  at  Schaar- 
beck,  167 ;  his  estimate  of  Thomas 
Thomson,  177-183,  and  of  Fnuioia 
Jeffrey,  221-223  ;  letter  to  Mr. 
Alexander  Cowan,  iii,  444 ;  letters 
to  hia  brother  Henry  on  tbe  rela- 
tiona  between  Sir  Walter  Scott  and 
their  father,  461-474. 

Thomas,   father  of  Aiohibald, 

iii.  601 ;  his  character,  L  4 ;  his 
death,  13  ;  Mrs.  Constable,  L  13 ; 
iiLeOl. 

Charles,  of  Moorhall, 

iii.  601. 

George,    of    Wallace     Cralgie 

iJonaihan  Ol/Bvd:  of  the  "  Anti- 
quary"), i.  31  ;  iii  600. 

Colonel  George  [Captain  Mac- 

intj/re  of  the  "Antiquary "),  iii. 
600. 

Henry,  its.  poetry  of,  I  421, 

423. 

Sir  W.,  iii  499. 

Cook,  Rer.  Dr.  George,  i.  443,  477  ; 
ii  209-213. 


L4,37; 


Cook,  Captain  Jamea,  lite  of,  pro- 
jected, ii  401. 

Cormack,  David,  iii  252. 

County  Histories,  i  264,  2S0-2S!, 
416. 

Coventry,  Dr.,  i.  378. 

CoTington,  Lord,  L  31. 

Cowan,  Alexander,  of  TiJleyfield, 
Penicoik,  ii  603-d20  ;  choecn 
trnstee  on  Mr.  Constable's  estate, 
iii  420,  441  teg. 

Mrs.  Duncan,  i  9. 

Co  vper,  William,  Bishop  of  Galloway, 
iU.  176. 

Coxe,  Peter,  iii  297. 

Crabbe,  Rev.  Geo^^  ii  376. 

Craigcrook,  occopanta  o^  ii  S9, 100, 
216. 

Creech,  William,  Edinbutgh  book- 
seller, i  1,  26,  6^  226,  329,  366; 
ii.  38, 203  ;  his  profeaaional  cares', 
G36,  £36  ;  iii.  489. 

Cromek,  R.  H.  {Scotluh  BaJhdt),  ii 
419-423. 

Croom,  Miss,  iii  266. 

Cullen,  Dr.  William,  i  33. 

Comberiand,  Richard,  i  126,  127, 
367. 

Cummyng  Jamea,  secretary.  Anti- 
quarian Society,  i  32. 

Ounninghun,  Allan,  ii.  419. 

Carrau,  John  Philpot,  ii.  95. 

William  Henty,  ii.  501. 

Cnyp,  painting  o^  i  107. 

Dali,  David,  i  134. 

Dalgaims,  Mra.,  ii.  489. 

Dalrymple,  Alexander,  i  373. 

Dalyell,  Sir  John  Graham,  i  27, 363. 
481  Mq. ;  works  published  for,  18, 
29  i    correapondenoe    relating   to 
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theM,  483-494;  eontribntor  to 
Ediubargh  GMetteer,  ii.  381. 

Dalz«l,  Andrew,  Profeuor  of  Greek, 
Edinburgh  Vnivnntjr,  i.  IQ,  193, 
254.. 

Davidaon,  Dr.,  of  Mnirhonw,  L  16, 
1«. 

James,  Edinbnrglt  bookaeUer, 

i.31. 

John,  W.a,    hia   wn,    i.  30, 

31. 

SaTJu,  Mr.  (of  Cadell  and  Danee, 
London  pnbliahen),  i.  105. 

Davy,  Sir  Humphry,  ii.  318. 

Do  Boui,  Marquii  and  Marchioneia, 
ii  377. 

Delanoej,  Lady  (afterwarda  Mn. 
Barrey,  sister  of  Basil  HaU],  her 
Journal,  ii  473  ;  lettor  from  Sir 
Walter  Scott  to  Captain  Hall  re- 
garding it,  474,  47S. 

Dempater,  George,  of  Dnnnicben,  ii 
4,6. 

Deaonfans'  colleotioti  of  piotnre*,  i. 
106. 

DeTODshirc^  Dnke  of,  lettec  to,  i 
12L 

DIbdiD,  Dr.  T.  F.,  ii.  108. 

Diokson,  Jsm««,  printer  to  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  i.  538. 

Dimeli,  Isaac,  i  38, 125. 

Ditten,  Count,  ii.  150. 

Doig,  Mr.,  i.  167  »eq. 

Don,8irA.,  i,  61. 

Donaldson,  James,  eminent  book- 
seller and  printer  in  Edinburgh, 
i.  18,  537,  538. 

Douglas,  family  of,  ii.  528. 

Qawin.     See  Glenberrie. 

Bight    Hon.    Sylvester.       Bee 

Qlenbervie,  Lord. 
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Douce,  Fraucie,  L  352. 
Dowie,  John,  i.  20,  286. 
Downee,  John,  ii  331. 
"  Drama,"  article  on,  by  Scott,  for 

the  Encyclopeedia  Britumica,  iii 

128, 129. 
Domfries,  Lady,  iiL  195. 
Dumooriei,  General,  iiL  171. 
Dnooan,  Dr.  Andrew,  junior,  L  49, 

60,  320,  536 ;  ii  501. 
Dundas,  Sir  Robert,  iii  195. 
Dondase*  and  Brucea,  feud  between 

them    ended    by   a   marriage,   i. 

241. 
Dundrennan  Abbey,  i  267. 
Duns,  Robert,  i.  40. 
Durham,  Sir  Philip  C.  C,  n.  386. 
Dyer,  George,  ii  236. 

Eaole,  Wax.,  i  6,  7. 
Edgar,  Miw,  iii  254. 
Edgeworth,  Maria,  introdaotion  to^ 

and    subsequent     correspondeiioe 

with,  ii.  404-418  ;  her  intarert  ia 

the  "Miscellany,"  iii  317. 
Edinboiigli  Booksellers  (notioes  of)  at 

the  close  of  last  century,  L  533- 

540. 
Ediuboigh    Gazetteer,    coDtribatora 

to.  ii  381. 
Edinburgh  Magatioe,  i  33. 
Edinburgh    IteTiew    projected    and 

established,  i  48-56. 
Education:   Bell  and  Lancaster,  i. 

295. 
Edwardi,  Mr.,  bookseller  in  Halifax, 

L74. 
Elder,  John,  Edinburgh  bookseller, 

L538. 
Eldin,  Lord.    See  Clerk,  John. 
Eldon,  Lord,  i  109. 
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Elliot,  Chulei,  bookseller  in  Edin- 
burgh, &nd  fatber-iiL-lAW  of  John 
MoTTAy,  the  emineat  London  pnb- 
linber,  i.  S,  365,  533-0;  iL  312. 

GUbert,  i.  313. 

Ellii,  George  {Early  EngU^  Potf), 
L  IM,  49S. 

Bjght  Hon.  Williun,  of  Wells, 

a.  117. 

ElBhendar,  iii.  225. 

Encydopodik  OritMinicB,  ita  fint 
pwprietow,  i.  8 ;  sketch  of  its 
origin  uid  progT^M  down  to  the 
premnt  time,  ii.  311-332. 

Enoydopsdia  for  Yonth  projected, 
iL  406  »eq.,  426,  427,  478,  482- 
4B4  ;  letters  to  ScoU  and  Sydney 
Smith  with  reference  to  it,  iiL 
303  «eg. 

Erakine,  Hon.  Andrew,  notice  of,  i. 
32. 

Charlet,  iii.  79. 

David.     Sa  Bnchan,  Earl  of. 

David,  W.S.,  i.  23. 

Hon.  HeiU7,  and  his  brother 

Lord  Etskiue,  i.  30,  31,  104,  1S7, 
B26. 

Dr.  John,  I  26,  28,  33. 

Williftm  (Lord  Einnedder),  L 

193,  210;  iii  IS,  OS,  191,  252, 
292. 

Enler's  Worki,  i.  24. 

Faikbatbit,  Johb',  i.  17,  638. 
Fairfoid,  Mrs.,  i.  30. 
Fergnson,  Cspt  Adam,  iiL  114,  119. 
Fern,  Hin,  r  14. 
Fettee,  Sir  William,  L  61. 
Fleming,  Bev.  John,  iiL  40. 
Flinden,  Matthew,  L  372. 
Forbes,  Ur.,  L  47. 


Forbes,  Dr.  I>nn(san,  i.  270, 4ft6.4S0; 
ii  176. 

Sir  William,  iL  184  leq. 

Ford,  Richard  (ffondftool/or  Span), 
notice  of,  iL  127-129;  letters  o(, 
to  David  Conetable,  137-142. 

Forfar,  Williaai,  parish  schoolmaster 
at  Cambee,  L  6 ;  afterwards  mini- 
ster of  Saline,  ii.  502. 

Forfarshire,  life  in,  i.  64  leq. 

Forrester,  Hr.,  banker,  iiL  74. 

"Fortnnes  of  Nigel,"  pnbUcatioo  of, 
ia  218. 

FothergiU,  Charles,  i.  351. 

Fonntunholl,  Lord,  hi*  HS.,  iii.  225. 
8a  Lauder,  Sir  T.  D. 

Foi,  Right  Hon.  C.  J.,  i.  379. 

Friddani,  Baron,  ii.  117. 

Fry,  Elizabeth,  iL  001. 

Fnllerton,  Mr,,  of  CotsUirs, — bis 
library  pnnjhased,  L  268.  35S. 

Fuseli.  Heniy,  painter  and  art  cri^ 
L94. 

Oalt,  John,  iL  371- 

Oeddes,  Andrew,  L  120. 

Genealogical  Memoranda,  iii.  499- 
001. 

Geopspbical  Dictionary  projected, 
i.  448-450. 

Gerard,  Dr.  OObert,  i.  333,  378. 

Gibbons,  Grinling,  carver  in  wood, 
iiL  228. 

Gibson,  Boron,  of  Potsdam,  iL  127. 

James,  an  early  friend,  after- 

vatds  Sir  James  Gibson-Craig,  q.t. 

Gibson-Craig,  Sir  James,  of  Bioar- 
ton,  L  58,  92,  93,  145,  147,  287 
»tq.:  ii.  120,  002  ;  iii  34,  70,  38C, 
387;  letter  on  Mrs.  Constable's 
death,  74 ;  letter  on  relations  be- 
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tw«eii  Sir  Walter  Soott  ud  Mr. 

CoiuUble,  4fi6. 
Oibwm-Cnug,  Sir  WiUiun,  i.  120. 
Gilchrist,  Mr.,  banker,  jji.  TO  Kq. 
Gillies,  Ad&m  (Lord),  L  92 ;  iL  3S. 

Robert  Pierce,  i.  496, 

QiordMio,  Pietro,  ii.  118. 
GladitoDe,  Mr.  (afterwurdi  Sir  John), 

Liverpoal  merchant,  L  77- 
Gleig,   Bishop   0«oTge,   of  Stirling, 

editor  at    p«t  of   third   edition 

of    Enoyoloptedia   Britumica,    iL 

312,  313. 

Bev.  G.  R.,  iii.  320. 

Gleaberrie,  Lord,  i.  128,  374,  377, 

429  (£7.;  iLI63;   corrupondence 

wtth,ii.  183-190,  S2S. 
Gleacoe,  maaaacre  of,  iii.  259,  262. 
Goodair,  Alexander,  iii.  469. 
OoQgh,    Mr.,   Eogliah  antiquary,  L 

21,  22,  398. 
Godwin,  William,  Doveliit  and  bii- 

torical   writer,   iL    47    mq. ;    hia 

novela,  48,    AS  teq.;   coireapoud- 

enoe,  49  etq. ;  vitit  to  Scotland,  73. 
Gordon,  Sir  Alaiander,  of  Colven- 

nan,  L  280. 
Gordon,  Sir  Kobert,  of  Oordonatonn, 

pnichaae  of  hia  library,  i.  400. 

Mr.,  of  Eenmure,  i.  280. 

Dncheaa  of,  lines  addreued  to, 

by  the  Earl  of  Bnohan,  i  B19  W3. 
Gowne  oonipiracy,  iii.  176, 
Gray  (or  Galloway),  Mn.,  publisher 

of  religiooB  book*  in  Edinbnrgh, 

1.038. 
Oraham,  Mrs.  Maria,  ii.  284-266. 
Grahams,  Rev.  James  {The  S<Math), 

letter*  of,  iL  229-333;  line*  by  John 

Wilson  on  bis  death,  234, 
Grant,  Dr.,  i.  374. 


BX.  611 

Grant,  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Dorea,  ii.  376. 

Sir   William,   Master   of    the 

Bolls,  i.  422. 

Grenrille,  Lord,  L  109. 

Greville,  Dr.  E.  Eaye,  ii.  410,  426, 
478  ;  iii.  204. 

Grose,  Captain,  frequent  Tisitor  at 
Peter  HiU's  shop,  i.  Ift 

Grotea,  the,  ii  376. 

Gnnn,  Mr.,  typography  of  his  work 
on  the  Harp  in  the  EigUanda,  L 
376. 

Gnmey,  Joseph  John,  ii  SOI. 

Guthrie,  Alexander,  Edinburgh  book- 
teller,  L  638. 

Jamea,  of  Craigie,  ii  4. 

John,  Edinburgh    bookseller, 

i.  636. 

"  Gny  Mannering,"  publication  of,  in 
London,  iii  78  leq. 

Haeslkk,  Mr.,  German  bookseller, 
ii  123. 

HaUes,  Lord,  L  33. 

■'  Halidon  Hill,"  publication  of,  iiL 
216  se;. 

Hall,  Basil,  correspondence  with,  ii 
471-499  ;  hU  presentation  to  Hr. 
Constable  of  the  copyright  of 
"Loo-Choo"  and  "Soath  America," 
the  three  firat  volumes  of  the 
"Miscellany,"  ii  496;  iiL  329, 
331. 

Hamilton,  Lord  Archibald,  i  100. 

Eliiabeth  (CoOagera  iff  Okn- 

hvnut),  ii  202. 

Dr.  F.  Buchanan,  of  Leny,  i 

35  ;  a  fiOl. 

Froteuor,  L  321  »tq. 

Mrs.,  of  Fencaitland,  iii  296- 

Harding,  Joseph,  L  373. 
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"  Harold  th«  Daantlen"  pobluhed, 

iii  M. 
Hu-tiTde,  Margaret,  trial  of,  L  467-6 ; 

iL  172,  176;  iii.  173,  194. 
Hftwk.wood,  Sir  John,  iii  249,  280. 
Hay,  Charlei  (afterwards  Hon.  Lord 

Newton),  i.  70. 
Hnyley,  WiUiMn,  iL  29. 
Htuslitt,  William,  ii  92,  440  ;  letter* 

to  him  from  Fiancia  Jeffrey,  217- 

221. 
"Heart  of  Midlothian"  (Talea  of  My 

Landlord,    lecond    teries),    oorre- 

spondenca  regardiag,  iiL  100  mq., 

107,  108  ;  publication  of,  110, 
Heath,  Dr.,  library  of,  i.  149. 
Heber,  Bicbanl,  i.   194,   208,   49S  ; 

iii.  3. 
Helps,  Sir  Arthur,  iii.  1. 
HeodenoD,     Alexander, 

friend,  L  7-12  ;  ii  387 
Henry,  Rev.  Dr.,  i.  33. 
Henoler,  Dr.,  of  Kiel, — hit   Ubrary, 

iL  162  teq. 
Herd,  David,  notice  oi,  I  20-22 ;  hie 

Songs,  414. 
Heriot,    George,   i.   458    uq, ;     hia 

Memoir,  by  Archibald  Conatable, 

L  408;  ii.  176;  iii  219. 
George,  ahoem^er  in  London, 

i.462. 
Heron,  Robert,  notice  of,  i  36,  248  i 

John,  his  father,  218. 
Herries,  Mr.,  of  Spottes,  i.  246,  260, 

271. 
Hibbert,  Dr.,  iiL  2S9. 
Highland  Society  Dinner,  i.  114. 
Hill,  Principal  Dt.  George,  u.  212. 

Peter,  i.  1 ;  Constable  becomes 

his  apprentice,  7 ;  iL  503. 


"History  of  Scotland"  projected  by 

Scott,  iiL  92  ;  letten  r^arding  it^ 

93,94. 
Hodpon,  Captain,   Memoirs  of,  by 

Scott,  iii.  G. 
Hofer,  Andrew,  Tyrolese  patriot,  iL 

131-133. 
Hog^  James  [the  Ettrick  Shepherd]^ 

L  366,  495;  iL  353  ;  letten  toMr. 

Constable,  iL  354-363. 
Home,   Ber.   John, — publication  of 

his  works,  ii.  334,  335. 

John,    his    nephew,    iL    337 

uq. 

Hood,  Mr.  (of  Vemor  and  Hood),  L 
173,  17S,  176. 

Lady  (afterwards   Hon.   Mia. 

Stewart-Mackenzie),  iL  282-284. 

Hooker,  Dr.,  ii.  396. 

Hope,  Sir  John,  L  163,  159. 

Horn,  the  Chevalier  (IVaokfort),  iL 

130,  137. 
Eoraer,  Fnods,  i.  50, 100, 104,  111, 

117,  193;  iL  227,228. 

Leonard,  L  60 ;  iL  228,  390  : 

letter  to,  ii.  391. 

Howies  David,  divinity  student  at 
St.  Andrews,  peculiar  letter  from, 
L  67. 

Hughes,  Mr.,  manufactnrer  in  Hali- 
fax, i,  74. 

Hume,  David  (nephew  of  the  hiato- 


L  336; 


Hunt,  James  Henry  Leigh,  iL  217; 
his  trial,  iiL  136,  137. 

Hunter,  Alexander  Gibson,  of 
Blackness,  first  transaction  with, 
L  27  ;  becomes  Mr.  Constable's 
partner,  47, 68  w9.;;Scott's  feeling 
towards  him,  iii.  9,  13;  with- 
drawal from  the  firm,  i.  153 ;  his 
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de»tli,  160 ;  letter  of  Alexander 
Murray  frith  referenco  to,  S16. 

Hunter,  Chu-tca,  L  78,  T9, 100. 

David,  of  Eakmonnt,  letteri 

from,  L  76,  78,  99,  122;  hU 
death,  145. 

James,  boohaeller  in  Sdinbnrgh, 

L  8  :  ii.  313. 

Dr.,  of  York,  L  72,  SB. 

Dr..  i.  314. 

Hnntliilli,  pedigree  of  the,  iii.  2S4, 
29S. 

Hont,  Bobinton,  and  Co.,  London 
ageatt  of  A.  Constable  and  Co.,  cor- 
reapondence  with  Scott  aa  to  an 
edition  of  British  Novelirtt,  iiL 
197-202.  See  Cadell,  Robert  ; 
Bobinaon.  J.  0. 

Hf  do  Abbey  School  at  Winchester, 
ii.  lOS. 

lULAT,  Mra.,  afterwards  Mra.  God- 
.  win.     iS'M  Wollatonecrsft. 
Inchbald,  Mra.,  noveliat  and  drama- 

tiat,  ii  76-78. 
Inglii,  John  B.,  ii.  108  ;  letten  of, 

to  David  Conitable,  121,  122. 
Innea,  Dr.  Robert,  of  Oifford,  i.  2S. 
IrvinfT,  Edward,  il  377. 
Dr.  David,  libraHan  to  Facnl^ 

of  Advocates,  L  465,  516. 
Washington,  negotiationa  witb, 

JL  428-432. 
"Ivanhoe,"  publication  of,  iii.  133; 

dramatizing  of,  261. 
Ivory,  Mr.,  Pmfeasor  in  the  Military 

College  at  Marlowe,  i.  358. 

Jaceson,    Mr.,    British   Envoy    in 

America,  ii.  34. 
Jameson,  Profeasor  Bohert,  ii.  501. 
VOL  in. 
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Janueton,  Bobert,  i.  369,  49S ;  oor- 
reapondence  with  Soott  and  Con- 
rtabla,  506-517;  recommended  by 
Soott  aa  editor  for  Bnrt'a  Letters, 
ill  119,  120. 

Dr.,  L  411,  422;  iL  274. 

Jeana,  John,  atatuary  in  Aberdeen, 
i.  G31. 

Jeffrey,  Lord, — his  oonneiion  with 
Sdmirmrg\  Jteriew,  L  60  »eq.,  249; 
iL  14  ;  his  review  of  "Marmion" 
criticised,  iL  19,  and  of  Darwin's 
Life,  25 ;  instanoe*  of  his  liberality, 
216,217;  lettere  to  William  Hazlitt. 
217-S21 ;  estimate  of  hia  charaeter 
by  David  Constable,  221-223. 

Jersey,  Lady,  ii  377. 

Johnson,  bookseller,  of  St.  Panl's 
Churchyard,  i.  94. 

Dr.  Samuel,  ii.  117. 

Johnstone,  Chevalier  de,  iii  177- 

Joinvffle.  Mr.,  i.  374,  377. 

Jonson,  Ben,  portrait  of,  iii  296. 

Joaeelyn's  Voyages  to  New  England, 
iii  172,  175. 

Jnnins,  letters  of,~-thdr  anthorship, 
L407. 

Kahrs,  Lord,  i  33 ;  Lord  Wood- 
houselce's  Life  of,  366 ;  his  works, 
368, 359,  536. 

Keith,  Mrs.  Murray,  iii.  195. 

KelUe,  Lady,  iii.  433. 

"Keoilworth"pnbIish6d,  iii.  147.148. 

Kerr,  WiHiain,  father-in-law  of  Pro- 
fessor W,  Wallace,  i.  II. 

Kinnaird  Has.,  i.  286,  287,  300  >rq. 
See  Bmce,  Jamea. 

Kinnear.  Mr.,  iii  138. 

Kinnedder.  Lord.     See  Erakine,  Wil- 
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Ritohiner,  Dr.  WiUiMD,  and  IiIb 
writingi,  ii  440-447  ;  «Dggwtion 
bjr,  to  haTe  th«  aonga  in  Ekwtt't 
Poetical  Worki  Ht  to  tnnDC,  iii 
180. 

Knigbt,  Cbarlet,  iJL  439. 

Knotrlca,  Jamea  SheridaJi,  notice  of, 
ii.  438,  440 ;  letter  from,  439. 

Knueutem,  Captain  A.  J.  tod,  i. 
371,  372. 

Lasb,  Sir  Jolu,  L  SB. 

Lddlaw,  William,  L4SS;  liL  2S9, 458. 

Laii^,  Dr.  David,  L  viii,  141,  399, 

464;  iiiSOO. 
Ualoolm,  hittwian,  i.  228,  24Si 

letten  <^,  u.  194.200. 
WiUiam,  "good  coUeotor   of 

good  booka,  ctuefl;  old  ones,"  i.  1, 

03,  73,  141,  162,  S38 ;  letter  of 

Bitaon'a  to,  SOI. 
Lamb,  Charlet,  ii.  236. 
lAmbton,  Hon.  Hebwortb,  it  174. 
I«moat's  Diuy,  L  434  mq. ;  ii  390. 
Laiudoime,  Lord,  ii  377. 
Lftrochejaqoelein,   Harcliioiien,    iii 

436. 
IiKuder,  Sir^omai  Diok,  oorreapon- 

dfloce  with,  ii  432-438. 
Landerdale,  Eari  of,  i  1«,  36,  88. 
Lawrence,  Sir  ThfHoaa,  iii  221. 
Lawrie,  Mr.,  i  18. 
I^WBon  de  Cardonnel,  Adam,  i.  14. 
"1^7  of  the  Laat  Minttrcl,"  iii  5  ; 

copyright   pnrcluMd  by   Meesn. 

Longman,  6  ;  its  auoceei,  6. 
Lee,  Principal  John,  ii  G02, 
"  Legend  of  Montrose  "  publiihed,  iii. 


Lealie,  Sir  John,  i.  12,  24,  247,  32S ; 
ii  323,  381-3S3,  400,  401  ;  oorre- 
•pondenoe  with  Mr.  Constable,  ii. 
383.400. 

Lewis,  Matthew  Gregoiy,  iii  300. 

Leyden,  Dr.  John,  i  190;  iii  3 1 
early  life  and  etodiea,  i  191-193; 
hii  talent  forlanguagM,  192,  193  ; 
ordination,  193  ;  Highland  Toot, 
198-201  ;  bis  "SceneBof  Infancy," 
202  ;  uils  for  Madras,  202  ;  letters 
from  abroad,  203  teq. ;  Ida  death, 
210 ;  monoment  to  him  at  Den- 
hohn,  212;  letters  of  Alenmder 
Momy  with  reference  to  Leyden, 
808  atq. ;  biographical  notice  of, 
by  Scott,  312,  313. 

Robert,!  312. 

liobtenstein.  Professor,  ii  124,  126. 

Lindsay,  Henry.     Set  Bethnne. 

Liston,  Sir  Bobert,  ii  185. 

Liverpool,  Lord,  ii  377. 

Livingrtone,  Sir  William,  of  Kilsyth, 
iii  173. 

Lockhart,  John  Gibson,  iii.  pnssiw  : 
his  marriage  to  Misa  Scott,  136  ; 
first  letter  to  Mr.  Constable,  151  ; 
their  first  interview  described, 
162 ;  Bubeequent  aorrespondence, 
164«e{.,-hiB  "Don Quixote,"  181, 
191  ;  letten  to  Mr.  Constable  on 
the  "Miscellany,"  306-317,  320 
mq. ;  letters  to,  from  Mr.  Con- 
stable, 426,  437,  440. 

President,  i.  639. 

Lc^ian,  B«T.  John,  L  374. 

London,  Mr.  Constable's  first  visit 
to  (1795),  L  37  ;  house  opened 
there  in  1809,  66,  268.  Btt  Ocb- 
stable,  Archibald. 

Longman,  George,  i.  139, 
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Longmin,  ThomM,  pnbluher  in  Loq- 
doD,  L  18  ;  bunnew  rdatioiu  with, 
43-47,61,  64,  79,  838-347,369; 
iii  32  HQ.,  71,  101  aej, ,-  oonneiion 
with  EUtalmrgh  Rerievi,  L  G5,  &6 ; 
vilit  to  SootUod,  63  teq. ;  lib  in- 
tet«at  in  Bruce's  TnTeli,  223  »fq. 

"  Loid  of  the  Idea,"  the  preparatiQii 
for  and  publication  of,  iii  60-60, 
78. 

Lowe,  Joseph,  contributor  to  Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer,  ii  381, 

Lnndie,  Mr.,  of  Kel«>,  i.  31 1. 

Lyndsay,  Sir  David, — Chalmen's 
edition  of  his  worlu,  L  2C1. 

M'CoBQDODAi.B,  Hr.,  of  livetpool,  i. 

75. 
MH^nlloch,  John  Rinuajr,  u,  S6S-37S. 
Macdonald,  Hector,  iii.  433. 
MaoFarquhsr,  Colin,  •  proprietor  of 

the  EDcydopcedia  Bntannio*,  i.  8  ; 

iL  311. 
MacGowan,  John,  L  23. 
iitcgregoT,  Alexander,  of  Olxgow, 

ii.603. 
M'Uarg,  James,  L  219. 
Mackenzie,    Hon.  Mrs.   Stewart,  ii 


Sir  George  Stewart,  of  ConU,  ii. 

Ml. 

Bev.  Dr.,  of  Lanwade,  ii  603. 

Henry  (Jfon  t^fFttling),  i  117, 

410;    otnTMpoodence    with    Mr. 

ComiUhle,  it  336-34?. 

John,  i  410, 

Kight  Hon.  Kinoud,  ii  387. 

Mackintosh,  Sir  Jamea,ii  7,  142-144, 

214,  2SS ;  correspondence  with  Mr. 

Constable,   376-380,    and    David 

Constable,  620-527. 


EX.  61B 

Uacknight,  Dr.  James,  L  33. 

Mr,  L  363. 

Maclaren,  Charles  (of  the  Scolmtan), 
his  engagement  for  the  historioal 
and  geogr^ihicul  articles  of  the 
Supplement  to  the  sixth  edition  of 
the  Eocyclopffidia  Britannic*,  ii 
S27,  328,  364 ;  letter  proposing  a 
System  of  Ancient  Geography, 
366-369. 

Maolanrin,  Colin,  i.  10. 

Macnab,  A.,  of  Glenoichy,  i.  201. 

Maoneill,  Hector,  Scottish  poet,  ii 
23C,  236. 

Maonicol,  Mr.,  of  Lismore,  Leyden't 
interview  with,  i  109-201. 

M-Crie,  Dr.  Thomas,  i  443;  iii  179; 
Malcolm  Jjung  on  his  life  of  Knox, 
iL  108. 

Megee,  Archbishop, — letter  from,  as 
to  Edmlmrgh  Beviea,  L  M. 

Magnnssen,  Protesior  tf'ian,  ii  602. 

Maitland,  Adam,  gf  Dnndreonan,  L 
276. 

Captain   (afterwaids   Sir  ¥re- 

deriok   Lewis,    Bear-Adminl), — 
his  Journal,  ii  487  teg. 

Major,  i  61. 

Eer.  J.  G.,  of  Miniga6;  i.  214; 

letter  of,  to  Principal  Baird,  219. 

Malcolm,  Sir  John,  i  193 ;  his  esti- 
mate of  Leyden,  211. 

Manners  and  Miller,  Kdinbnrgh  pub- 
lishers, i.  1,  44.  223,  261,  301. 
Manmon,"  copy-money  for,  and 
publication  o^  iii  7,  8 ;  its  sno- 
ceM,  i.  269,  276;  ii  16;  iii  S; 
Jefirey's  review  of,  i.  266 ;  iii  9. 

Martial's  Epigrams,  us.  of,  i  490. 

Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  L  433  teq., 
463  ;  ii  196  teq. 
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Mstarin,  Rev.  C  B.,  ii.  fiOl. 
Manle,  Mr.,  i  64-160  patam. 
M&wiuaD,  Joseph,  fint  LondoD  pnb- 

liilier  of  Edinburgh  Seview,  i.  fiS, 

379 ;  ii-  19S. 
Marwell,    Mr.,    of    CuraohMi,     i. 

2S0. 
—  Dr.,  of  Terraaght7,  i.  280. 
Mechuiici'  Bnoyclopwdik  projected, 

iL  300  nq.,  479. 
Helvil,  June*,  iii  170. 
Melville,  Lord,  i.  Ill  ««g^  424. 
MiU,    Jamei     (HUtory    <if    BriiUh 

India),  hit  opinion  of  the  "  Mii- 

oellMiy,"  ii.  372-374. 
MiUir,  Andrew,  i.  633. 
Dr.  James,  editor  of  the  Enoy- 

dopndia  EdinenmB,  and  of  fonrth 

edition  of  the  Britannioa,  iL  316 

ttg. 
Miller,  John,  »  London  pnUiaher,  il 

428-430. 

Dr.  PatriA,  ii.  228. 

Bobeit,  i.  62,  163,  326,  356. 

William  (Munay'a  piedeoeeMr 

in  Albemarla   Street,  London),  i. 

96,  379.  388-390. 

Sir  William,  of  Oluilee,  L  31. 

Hiln^  Nicol,  iiL  103. 

"  Miuatreliy  of  the  Scottiah  Border," 

Minto,  Lord,    Govemor-Oeoeral   of 

India,  1209,210,312,  316. 
"  Miacellaneona    Prow   Works "  of 

Scott,  edition  of,  jvopoaed  by  Ur. 
Conitable,  iii.  184«e9.,  193. 
'•  MiBCellany,"  the,  iii.  306 ;  the 
tohame  of,  explained  to  Scott  at 
ibbotaford,  307-310 ;  letters  of 
Lockbart  with  nstri  to,  306,  314- 
317  ;  letters  of  Mr.  ConsUble  to 


Sir  Walter  Scott,  323-331 ;  dedi- 
oation  to  George  it.,  330,  331 ; 
correspondenoe  wiUi  J.  O.  Bobin- 
■on,  in  wliielt  the  jdaa  i«  ex- 
pounded, 333  m;.;  Ur.  ConitaUe's 
viiit  to  London  for  the  ammge- 

pablication,    366,  360;    issm   of 

the  6ist  number,  436. 
Mitchell,  Sir  Andrew,  Papers  of,  ii. 

.IMaeq. 
"  Monastery,"  pnblioation  of  the,  by 

Messrs.  Longman,  ilL  134. 
Monboddo,  Lord,  L  33. 
MoDorei^  Sir  Henry  Wellwood,  iL 

600. 
Moncrieff,  William  Soott,  letter  to, 

from  Mr.  Constable,  iL  308-311. 
Monteith,  Kobert,  Scottish  historian, 

ii.  176. 
Montgomery,  Jamea,  post,  letters  to 

Messrs.    ConsUble    and    Co.,    ii 

248-236. 
Monti,  Vincenio,  iL  118. 
Moodie,  Dr.,  Professor   of  Oriental 

Languagra  in  Edinburgh  Utiiver- 

■ity,  L  221,  320. 
Moore,  General,  L  148. 
Moray,  Eari  of,  L  I^ 
More,  Jaoob,  i.  120  »tq. 
Morehead,  Bev.  Bobert,  i.  140  {  ii. 

215,   44S;   his  interart  i 

literature,  449-461  ;  hia  i 

Life  of  James  Watt,  462 ;  l«tt«r 

of  sympathy,  464. 
Morgan,  Lady,  iL  70,  92,'289-291. 
Horrison,    Messrs.,    booksdleta    in 

Perth,  L  38. 
Morritt,  John  B.  S.,  iiL  60. 
Mottoa  Papers,  the,  iii.  223  sej. 
Mosel;  Hnrst,  prize-Sght  at,  L  130. 
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MoamMi,  George,  an  eminent  printer, 

i.  21,  397. 
UndiB,    OeoTge,    Edinborgli   book- 

•eller,  L  63S. 
lloirhead,  Cl&nd,  i.  038. 

Dr.,     ol    Urr,     i.     246    mq., 

260. 

Jamw  Pktrick,  ii.  4M. 

Morray  and  Cochnuw,  i.  -33. 
Mumy,  Bev.  Dr.  Alexander,  i.  40  ; 
earl;  life  and  college  career,  213- 
221;  aojoum  at  EinDaird,  222 
Mtf.;  Bettlement  at  tJir,  246 ;  hit 
work  on  the  European  Langnagea, 
28S,  290,  333;  election  to  the 
Chair  of  Oriental  Langoagee  in 
Ediubnrgh  UaiTeruty,  320  teq.; 
iUneaa  and  deaUi,  334,  336 ;  hia 
widow  and  ckildren,  336. 

Hogh,    contributor    to    Edin- 

bnrgli  Gazetteer,  iL  381. 

John  Archibald   (Lord),  L  50, 

117  ;  ii  224. 

John,   eminent   London  pnb- 

liaher,  i.  65,  72  »tq.,  138  teq.,  167, 
260,  034,  636;  latter  to,  from 
Thomaa  Campbell,  184-189 ;  aUi- 
anc«  with  Cooitable  and  Co. ,  339- 
347  ;  iii  32  ;  correapondence  with 
that  firm,  L  348-39fi  ;  letter  to 
Scott  as  to  Ilia  share  in  the  copy- 
right of  "MarmioQ,"  liL  122. 

Sir  John,  i.  201. 

Lindlajr,  L  86. 

Lady,  hei  Memoir  of  the  Right 

Bon.  George  Baillie   of   Jervia- 
woode,   and   Lady  Griaaell,  her 
parent*,  ii  175.   . 
Unter,  Bev,  Dr.,  of  Eirkondbright, 

i427. 
Mylne,  Bobert,  ii  432. 
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IfAisHB,  Dk.,  ii  389. 

Napier,  Lord,  i.  36. 

Profeaaor  Maoray,  ii  316  ;  iii 

129  ;  hia  connexion  with  the  Bn- 
cyclopodia  Britannica  and  Edin- 
burgh Beview,  iL  324-326,  332, 
333. 

Nayemith,  Mr.,  1.  247. 

Neale,  John,  iii  108. 

Neill,  Dr.  Patrick,  L  303. 

Newton,  Lord ;  lee  "Baj,  Charlee. 

&x    laaac,    geae*logy    of,    i 

404. 

Nichola,  John  {lAtenay  AnecdoUt), 
iii.  266. 

Nicol,  Oeoi^  i.  399,  410. 

Niebnhr,  Barthold  G.,  i.  121  ;  iL 
131  ;  oorretpondeace  with  Mr. 
Conitable,  il  169-167. 

Nordiffe,  Sir  Jamea  Inncfl,  Bart. 
(afterwardi  fifth  Duke  of  Box- 
burghe),  L  403. 

"  Old   MoBTAun "   published,   iiL 

92. 
Onalow,  "  Tommy  "  (Lord  Ciasley), 

L89. 
Opie,  John,  ii  89,  270. 
Amelia,  her  -riaitto  Edlaborgh, 

ii  270 1  correapondence  with  Ur. 

Conrtable,  270-28L 
Oaaianio   controveny,  the,   i  200, 

410,  414 1  ii.  197. 
Owen,  RobOTt,  i  134. 
Owenaou,  ^rdney.  See  Motgan,  Lady. 


101- 


107. 

Pamphleteer*,  hint  to,  i  364. 
Park,    Mr.,  partner  of   Conatable's 

London  home,  i.  66,  146,  238. 
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Pkton,  Her.  CIiuIm,  Mi«cdoto  of,  L 

S5. 
OmiBS,   L   20,   21;   iii   259 1 

letter  to  Dnko  of  Roxbnrghe  r«- 

garding  turn,  L  397-399. 

John,  twokwUer,  i,  31. 

"Paul'*  Letten,"  origin  of,  iiL  82, 

83. 
Fenn,  Williun,  iiL  21 S. 
Fennuit,  Thoma*,  i.  21  (micptinted 

TtnneyWi,  398. 
Feioy,  Hioidu,  Biihop  of  Dromora, 

i.  398. 
Periodicals  (the  only  two)  pnUislied 

in  Edinbargh  at  ths  eloM  of  lut 

century,  i.  33. 
FertliM,  C.   F.,  celebrated  German 

booktelUr,  u.  123.     - 
PetizoD,  Mr.,  iiL  263. 
"  Pereril  of  the  Peak,"  pnblicatioa 

of,  iiL  209,  237. 
Phelpa,  Mr.,  L  401. 
Phillip*,  Sir  Richard,  i.  61,  186, 353, 

363  ;  iL  62,  253.  256,  422  ;  cor- 

reapondenoe  with,  257-267 ;    Ua 

epitaph,  268. 
Philosophical  MBgazine,  L  353,  354, 

358. 
Piokering,  William,  eminent  London 

publisher,  L  95. 
Pinkerton,  John,  L  22,  359,  fi04 ;  iL 

106,  109,  111. 
Pitcaira,  Dr.  Archibald,  L   32;  iiL 

433. 
Flajfair,  FrofeMor,  L   11,  25;  -iL 

320-323  ;  letter  from,  iL  289  ;  his 

death,  401. 
Flnmuier,  Mr.,of  Middleatead,Sheriff 

of  Selkirktfaitfl,  L  21. 
PocahoDtaa,  Queen,  L  458  i  iiL  172 

M?.,  194. 


"  FoetiT  of  the  Norela,  Talea,  and 
Eoauutoea  of  the  Author  of 
WaTerley,"  pahlioation  of,  ang- 
gesfod  bj  Mr.  Conitabl^  iiL  206, 
221,222. 

Poeta  (Britiah),  edition  o^  mggeated 
by  Soott  to  BaUaDtyne,  L  176, 
177 ;  oorreapondeDoe  rdating  to 
CampbelTa  "Spedmene"  of,  177- 
164. 

Popular  Sapentitiona,  Dialogue  on, 
meditated  by  Scott,  iiL  257,  259, 
2G6,  266. 

Pouaain,  Nicolaa,  paintinga  of,  L 
107. 

Primroae,  David,  L  461. 

Dr.  Gilbert,  L  461. 

Jamea,  L  461. 

Priaon.corTBBpoDdentB,  i.  41,  42 

Frootor,  Peter,  of  Glamis,  L  66. 

QtTAnTBRLY  Bkvikw,  firat  nnmbeta 

of,  i.  139  ;  iii.  33. 
"  Qaentin  Dnrward,"  correapondenoe 

r^arding,  iiL  248  aeq.  260,  269 ; 

pnblication  of,  267. 

Baebubn,  Sir  Henry,  iL  406 ;   iiL 

340. 
Raine,  Dr.,  ii  109. 
Raleigh,  Sir  Walter, —editioD  of  hia 

woAa  projected,  iL  332. 
Bammohnn  Roy,  ii.  476. 
lUmaay,  Allan,  L  406,  407. 
David,      of      the      Bdinburgli 

Coanmt,  i.  93. 

George,  printer,  iL  39. 

Major,  L  81,  62,  90. 

B«deadale,  Lord,  L  109. 

"  Kedgaimtlet,"   publication   of,   iiL 

290,  291. 
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B«ea,  Mr.,  puinsr  of  Mr.  Longman, 

i.  46,62. 
"  Rcg*U(,"the,— » t&le  oontem^ted 

by  Soott,  iii.  108. 
Beid,  Mr.,  of  Leith,  L  18. 
—^  Osnenl  John, — liia  legao;  to 

tha  TJniTendty   of  Edinburglt  to 
of  mirno. 
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BeU,  Lnpton,  jmbliiher,  ii.  414. 

Rennel,  M&jor  Jam«,  L  373. 

Bonnie,  John,  celebrated  enginMr,  L 
26,  3S ;  ii  H)2. 

Beventlow,  Connt  Conrad,  ii.  1S9. 

Bicbardeon,  Mr.,  notary-pnblio  in 
ShieMs,  L  SB. 

Bitaon,  Joseph,  I.  410  »tq.;  ili.  320  ; 
hia  character  nnjastly  eatimated 
hj  Lockbart,  495-497;  extracts 
from  tetters  of,  1  408-504. 

"Bob  Boy," — title  snggetted  by  Mr. 
CotutaUe,  iiLOS,  06  ;  publication 
of,  106. 

Bobertaon,  Dr.  William,  Principal  of 
Edinburgh  Uuiveraity,  i.  32,  248. 

BobinwD,  Meaara.,  London  pnb- 
liahen,  i  18. 

Joseph  Ogle  (of  Hunt,  Bobin- 

•on,  and  Co.),  correspondence  with, 
in  1824,  on  bnaiuen  arrangements, 
iii.  333  »tq. ;  request  for  extensive 
pecnniary  asBistance,  and  oorT«- 
apondcDce  thereon  between  Messrs 
CaAOi  and  ConcUble,  866-382 
snapension  of  payment  by  hi* 
honse,  and  its  results,  410  ttq. 

BobiaoD,  John,  ProteMor  of  Nataral 
PhiIoMphy,Ediiilmrgh  University, 
L!L 

John,  hia  son,  {L  480,  483. 

"Bomanoe,"  Evay  on,  for  Enoydo- 


pndia  Britannloa,  by  Soott,  iii.2fil, 
281. 

Bomn^,  George,  painter,  iL  20. 

Bosooe,  William,  L  77, 106  :  ii  421  ; 
oorrespoadence  with  Mr.  Con- 
stable, ii.  423-428. 

Boss  and  Blackwood,  i.  16,  21. 

Boibnrghe,  John  third  Duke  of,  i. 
23,  34;  his  library,  110,  306  ;  hi* 
copy  of  The  Oomplai/nt  of  Scot- 
Uaid,  300;  letters  to  Mr.  Con- 
stable, 397-403. 

Bussell,  E.  G.,  M.P..  ii.  280,  281. 

Rntherford,  John,  of  Qmndisnock, 
iii.  294. 

BntberfnrdB.  the,  ancaston  of  Soott, 
iii.  204-206. 

Bylance,  Ralph,  oontribntor  to  Edin- 
burgh Oaiatteer,  iL  381. 

Sadlbb,  Sir  Ralph, — Life,  Letters, 

and   State   Papen  of,   edited  by 

Scott,  i.  356,  378,  419-421,  430; 

iii.  7. 
St.  Mary's  We,  L  273. 
"St.  Bonau's  Well,"  publication  of, 

iii.  280. 
3ale-cata]ogna    of    Hay     1796,    i. 

21. 
Salt,  Henry,  Consul-general  iu  Egypt, 

L  296  Mq.,  318. 
Sandfard,  Bishop,  ii.  600. 

Sir  Daniel,  ii-  500. 

Sands,  William,  printer  and  book- 

•eDer  in  Edinburgh,  i.  33.  633. 
Schanmburg,    Herr,     publisher    in 

Vienna,  ii.  136. 
Sohubart,  Madame,  iii.  104. 
Scoresby,  Dr.  William,  iL  fi02. 
Selkirk,  Lord,  L   109 ;  his  library 

at  St  Maiy'B  Isle,  273,  274. 
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Sootoh  langnage,  Scott  on  the,  iiL 
195. 

Scots  Maguiiie,  the,  i.  S3. 

Scotemen  in  Londnn,  L  129. 

Scott,  Sii  W&ltar,  his  chuMter  of 
Arohibald  Constkble  in  introdac- 
tory  epUtle  to  The  Fortuna  of 
Nigel  quoted,  i.  1 ;  sdrice  to  Con- 
■tftble  M  to  writing  (ume  acooonl 
of  hi>  uonnexion  wiUi  liter&ture, 
3 ;  SherifF  of  Selkirkahiro,  21 ; 
brskch  vith,  1ST ;  notioei  of,  in 
connexioo  with  John  Leyden,  191, 
194,  204,  208, 212  ;  Scott  mnd  the 
"Childee  vs.,"  ii  347  ;  firat  m- 
quftintiuice  with  Constkble,  iiL  3 ; 
partnership  in  the  Balluityne 
fimu,  12  i  litenry  projects,  49 
aeq,;  tonr  in  the  lighthooBe 
Yacht  pTeparatory  for  the  "Lord 
of  the  Uea,"  50-60  ;  visit  to  the 
Continent,  and  pnUication  there- 
after of  "  The  Field  of  Waterloo  " 
and  "Paul's  Letten,"  83,  84; 
"  New  Travel!  on  the  Ctmtinent " 
projected  and  conbacted  for,  114- 
119 1  arrangement  as  to  the  copy- 
right*, 122,  123  i  Baronetcy  con- 
ferred, 13S;  Miss  Scott's  marriage 
to  Lookhart,  136 ;  letters  in  reply 
to  variona  literary  suggestions  by 
Mr.  Conatable,  1S6-196;  letter, 
with  gift  of  MS3.  to  Mr.  Constable, 
261  xq.  (see  alao  442,  443)  ;  and 
his  nply,  in  which  an  annotated 
edition  of  the  Works  is  snggMted, 

'  256-2S6 ;  longer  intervals  between 
the  appearanoe  of  succeosiTe  Novel* 
proposed,  268  »eq.;  correapondence 
in  1S23  between  Mr.  Constable 
and   Sir  Walter  on   raattera  of 


finance,  274-283 ;  visit  to  Ireland, 
318 ;  interviews  with  Mevn. 
Cadell  and  Constable  in  the  oiais 
of  1826,  383  »eq.;  latter  of  Mr. 
Constable  as  to  nispension  of  [la- 
ments by  Hnret,  Bolnnson,  and 
Co.,  and  Sir  Walter'*  Kfly,  4S1- 
425  ;  letter  to  Lockhart  on  Con- 
stable's boose,  431  ;  last  kttsrt 
which  pa«sed  between  Mr.  Con- 
stable and  Sir  Walter,  432-436  ; 
tad  entiy  in  Scott's  diary,  476. 

Soott,  Thomas  [brother  of  Sir  Walter), 
iii.  266. 

Walter,  goldamith,  iiL  256. 

Scndamore,  Lord, — his  litwary,  L 
458,460. 

Seward,  Anna,  L  375;  ii.  10-17; 
her  literary  critieisnu,  14-17  ;  her 
works,  20-23 ;  letter  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott  on  the  Bdinimrgh  Reoiea, 
26  ;  Scott  on  her  peTsonal  ^ipear- 
ance,29. 

Kev.  Thomas,  iL  29,  30. 

Seymour,  Lord  Webb,  L  60 ;  iL  37, 
44,45. 

Shakespeare,  i  108 ;  proposal  of  an 
edition  of,  to  be  annotated  by 
Sir  Walter  Soott,  iiL  183,  192, 
241-247.  329. 

Sharpe,  Charisa  Eirkpatrick,  L  473 ; 
iL  376  i  letter  to  Mr.  Cuutable, 
iL  347-352. 

Shelley,  Peroy  Bysshe,  iL  4S,  S3,  84. 

Sheridan,  B.  B.,  L  90. 

Sheriff  Hntton  Castle  anif  Pai^  iiL 
298. 

Sibbald,  Jame«,  Edinbnr^  pnUisher, 
L  S3,  640. 

Sir  Bobert,  i.  264. 

Siddona,  Hany,  iiL  138. 
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SiddoDi,  Hn.,  iii.  299. 
Simond,  Lonia,  ii.  286. 
BimpwD,  Jnam,  Edinburgh  book- 

mU«,  i.  038. 
SimsoD,  Dr.  Bobert,  i  10. 
Sinolair,  Sir(Johii,  L  88,  114,  348, 

37S ;  ii  1-9,  190  ;  iii  214. 
"  Sir  TriiUem,"  Matricml   Bomanoe 

SUngtby,  Sir  Keaxy,  Memoira  of,  i 


360; 


.  6,  7. 


SmeUie,  Mr.,i  247. 

Btnith,  Horace  and  JkmM,  anthon 
of  The  Hejected  Addnua,  a  38. 

Smith,  Sjdnej,  and  the  Ediitburgh 
Btviae,  i  48,  50 ;  hia  Sermons 
reviewed  in  the  Quorirrfy,  140 ; 
laUera  of,  iii  131,  132,  304  ;  hia 
critiqaei  od  Soott's  Novel* :  "  The 
Bride  of  Lammerinoor,"  133 ; 
"Ivuhoe,"  133;  "The  Monaa- 
teiy,"  13B;  "  Kenil worth,"  149; 
"The  Pirate,"  168;  "The  For- 
tnnea  of  Nigel."  218;  "Peverilot 
the  Peak,"  237;  "St  Rmmii'b 
Well,"  889. 

Somerrille,  Dr.,  of  Jedbnrgh,  i. 
419. 

"  Somwrille  Memoirs,"  edited  by 
Scott,  iii  49,  62,  64. 

Southey,  Robert,  i  17S,  S67;  iii. 
320. 

Spaniah  AmukU,  iii  178. 

Speckbacher,  Joaeph,  Tyrolsoe  pa- 
triot, ii  131, 132. 

epein,  GrKham,  Sheriff  of  Mid- 
lothian, letter  of,  to  David  CoQ- 
sUble,  ii.  144-147. 

Spencer,  Zarl,  i  36 ;  ii  108,  117. 

Stael,  Mwlame  de,  ii  286-288. 

Stair,  Viscount,  iii  259. 


Stark,  John,  printer  in  Edinburgh, 
i  332 ;  ii  39. 

Statiatical  Account  of  Scotland,  ii  3. 

Stenhoiue,  Dr.,  i  437. 

Stevenaon,  Mr,,  i  S61. 

Stewart,  Dugald,  i.  11,  33,  247,  269, 
292  ;  literary  connexion  with  Mr.. 
Cooat«ble,  iL  31  »eq. ;  notice  of  his 
second  wife  by  Thomaa  Campbell, 
32,  33 ;  letten  of  Mrs.  Stewart, 
37'4e ;  3tewart'«  Preliminary  Dia- 
•ertatioa  in  the  Encyclopedia 
Britwmica,  36,  318-322 ;  his  last 
illnesB  and  death,  4S,  46,  173, 
175. 

Ontnt,  iii  209. 

Dr.     Matthew,     PiofsMor    of 

Mathematics  in  Edinburgh   tJni- 
venity,  i.  538. 

Stewart-Mackenzie,  Vn.  See  Mac- 
kenzie, Hr«.  StawarL 

Stowe,  John,  antiquary,  i  463. 

Strahan,  William,  pnblisher,  i.  033. 

Stratt,  Joseph,  i  352,  367,  360 ;  hia 
Qoeenhoo-Hall,  iii  9. 

Stuart,  Sir  Charlea,  iii  433. 
-  Dr.  Gilbert,  i.  247. 
■  Jamei,  of  Dnneant,  ii  369. 

Soaaez,  Duke  of,  i.  114. 

Swift,  Dean,  Life  and  Worka  of, 
edited  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  iii  10 
Kq.,  193. 

—  Theophilns  [gnuidnephew  of 
the  Dean),  iii  137. 

Swiutons,  the,  iii  223, 

"Tai^bb  o»  My  LiNDLORD,"  tint 
•eriea  (Old  Mortality  and  the 
BUck  Dwarf),  pabUahed  by  Mur- 
ray and  Blackwood,  iii  65-89, 
92 ;  the  correapondenoe  regarding 
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■econd  seiica  (Th*  Heftrt  of  Mid- 
lothian— »ee  "lUgalia"),  100  eeq., 
107,  108,  110;  the  third  leriei 
(Brideof  LBiimiermoor,Bnd.  Legend 
of  Montra»e),  127. 

"  Tales  of  the  Cniudera,"  pnblicktion 
of  th«,  iii.  316. 

Teonant,  WiUiAm,  FrofeMor  of  Ori- 
ental I^ngnagei  in  St.  Andrews, 


Tennent,  Mr.,  mitpriuted  at  i  21  for 
Pennant,  g.v. 

Terry,  Daniel,  comedian,  iii  108. 

Thtrtlewood,  Arthur  (Uato  Street 
conspirator),  iii.  138. 

Tbomion,  Adam,  acconntMit,  ilL 
472  *ff. 

Geo^e,  i.  32,  107 ;  ii.  277. 

John,  i.  376;  iL  508. 

Dr.  John,  i.  60. 

Thomas,  Depnt;  Clerk-Ra- 
ster, L  20,  32,  34,  60,  267,  269, 
480,  E06,  617;  ii  120;  iii.  220; 
notice  of,  ii  167  aeq.;  oorrespoud' 
ence  with  Mr.  Gcnstable,  172-177; 
letter  of  David  Constable  with 
reference  to  him,  177-183;  letter 
to  David  Constable,  iii.  4S9. 

TiUooh,  Dr.  Alexander,  i.  363,  364, 
373. 

Todd,  George,  bookseller  in  York, 


i73i 


L  267. 


Bev.  H.  J.,  editor  of  Milton 

and  Spenser,  L  421,  423,  427. 

Tooke,  John  Home,  i.  293 ;  ii  376, 
277  «e3. 

Traill,  Dr.  Thomas  Stnart,  ii  331, 

Trowbridge,  Sir  Tttomas,  i  206. 

TnrtibuU,  Gordon,  i  26. 

Turner,  Mr.,  his  library  sold  in  1801, 


Turner,  Sharon,  i.  369. 

Mr*.  Sharon,  i.  126. 

Tytler,  Alexander  Fnser  (Lord 
Woodhouselee),  and  fait  son  Pat- 
rick Fraser  Tytlar, — correapond- 
eoce  with  Mr.  CiHistable,  ii  202- 
207. 

Mr.  (inventor  of  baUooaa  in 

Scotland),  a  contributor  to  the 
earlj  editions  of  the  EncydopKdia 
Britannica,  ii  311. 

Valkhtu,  Lord,  i.  300. 

Tandyck's  iiictnre  of  Belisarius,  i 


Veitch,  Professor  John, — his  Memoir 

of  DngaU  Stewart,  iL  32,  46. 
Temor  and  Hood,  i.  B6 ;  ii  314. 
Voght,  Baron,  iu  124. 

WaUiACB,  WiUiam,  of  Great  Mar- 
lowe, afterwards  Professor  of 
Mathematics  in  University  of 
Edinburgh,  early  friendship  with, 
i  10,  270;  letters  to,  68  se;.; 
Dotioea  of,  ii  105,  323,  402,  403. 

Wallace,  Mrs.,  daughter  of  William 
Kerr,  i  11. 

Wardrop,  Dr.  James,  notice  (^  i. 
197,  19S;  letter  on  Leyden's 
death,  19S-197. 

Warrender,  Sir  George,  of  Lochend, 
i31. 

Hugh,  i.  81. 

Washington,  President, — owtorcB 
to  Washington  Irving  for  a  life 
of,  u.  430-432. 

Watkins,  Adrian,  King's  printer  iu 
Edinburgh,  i  18. 

"  Waverley,"  early  editions  of,  iii 
47,48. 
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Weber,  Henry,  L  428  teq.;  ii.  191 ; 
iii  13. 

Weigel,  Mr.,  Leiptio  IwokeelleF,  ii. 
126. 

Wemyu,  Earl  o£,  iiL  17S. 

Weat,  Benjamin,  Preeident  of  the 
Boyml  Academy,  i.  101-105;  let- 
ter of,  to  Earl  of  Bnchan,  fi29. 

White,  Rev.  Henry,  of  Lichfield,  ii 
12,  502  i  iii.  301. 

ThomSB,  iL  12. 

Lydifc,  ii.  lB-20. 

Wbiteford,  Sir  John,  L  82. 

Wilberforoe,  William,  ii  273. 

WUkiB,  air  David,  i  105,  106 ;  ii  42. 

Williama,  Helen  Maria,  iL  277. 

Willianuon,  Peter, — notice  of,  i 
533. 

Williaon,  Mr.,  merohaut  in  Dunkirk, 
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I    Edin. 


Williaon,  David,  printer 
biugh :  Conatable  mwrie 
daughter  Mary,  i.  17  i  mt 
of  the  promoten  of  the  Bdmbtirgh 
Beeiea  in  hia  piinting-ofBoe,  50, 
51 ;  letter  to  hi*  grandaon,  David 
Constable,  iL  113;  letter  to,  from 
Jame*  Orahame,  230. 

Miaa  Jean,  iL  100 

Wilaon,  David,  pariah  achoolmaater 
at  Cambee,  i  5, 

Profeiaor  John, 


lines  on  James  Qrahama'a  death, 

234. 
Wind-billa  and  their  result*,  L  41. 
Wiseman,  Lady,  iL  286. 
Wolf,     Profeuor, — hia    library,     ii. 

12& 
Wollatoneersft,  Mary,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Godwin,  iu  48,  277.  278. 
Wood,  John  Philip,  editor  of  Don- 

^aa'a  Peerage  ot  Scotland,  L  407 ; 

ii    108;    letter    to,   by   Thomas 

Thomson,  ii.  160-171;  letters  of 

Lord  Qlenbervie  aa  to  the  Gordons 

and  Douglases,  193,  528. 
Mr., — hia  oritiqae  of  Grahame'a 

Tragedy,  "  Wallaoe,"  ii  233. 
Woodhonaelee  (Lord),  L  358.    Sie 

Tytler. 
"  Woodstock "   commenced    by   8ir 

Walter  Scott,  iu.  378. 
Wordsworth, WUIiMn,a  74;  iii  320. 
Wrangham,   the    Venerable    Arch. 

deacon,  ii  (01. 
Wright,  Guthrie,  iii.  262. 
Wreitton,  John,  an  old   Edinbnigb 

printer,  i  108, 

Yair's  Circulating  Library,  eatab- 
lished  by  Allan  Ramsay,  i.  640. 

Yonng,  Rev,  Julian  Charles, — bis 
*'  recollections  "  of  Archibald  Con- 
aUble,  iii  153. 
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